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Revanth: KTR
Owns Star Hotels
Near Hitec City

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad, Sept 30

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy on Wednes-
day said that the Congress had dethroned BRS presi-
dent K. Chandrasekhar Rao in the 2023 Assembly
elections and declared that its next political battle
would be to defeat his son and working president K.T.
Rama Rao in Sircilla.

Addressing a public meeting during his maiden
visit to Sircilla as the Chief Minister, Revanth Reddy
alleged that Rama Rao had converted people’s votes
into personal wealth, accumulating palatial houses,
star hotels in Banjara Hills and Jubilee Hills, farm-
houses around Hyderabad and investments in the US
and Singapore.

Revanth Reddy said he would disclose Rama
Rao's illegal assets in the Assembly as “Part-2”, call-
ing his disclosures on the KCR family's assets in the
Assembly session as Part-1. He challenged Rama
Rao to release a white paper on his own assets and
those of his father K. Chandrashekhar Rao, Harish
Rao and J. Santosh Rao.

Referring to farmhouses of the Chandrashekhar

Rao family in Janwada, Shankarpally, Moinabad and
Erravelli, he questioned how they were acquired. He
also questioned the ownership of Deccan Serai,
AtHome serviced apartments and star hotels with
nearly 400 rooms around Hitec City and alleged that
Rama Rao had undisclosed investments abroad

The Chief Minister alleged that Chandrashekhar
Rao exploited Godavari waters through the
Kaleshwaram project, Santosh Rao had profited from
Mid Manair sand mafia and Rama Rao had accumu-
lated wealth and land in Hyderabad through business
dealings with his friends in Andhra Pradesh.

Revanth Reddy claimed that the Chandrashekhar
Rao family had amassed around "1 lakh crore and the
Santosh Rao family around “10,000 crore during the
10-year BRS regime.

He said Sircilla people should question why their
lives had not changed substantially despite repeat-
edly electing Rama Rao, while the fortunes of the KCR's
family had changed dramatically. If Congress wins
Sircilla in the next Assembly elections, its MLA would
be made a Cabinet minister and he would personally
take responsibility for the constituency's development,

Modi, Trump Talk Ties Days After
US Sanctions Russia, Iran

NEW DELHI, Sept 30

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday
spoke to United States President Donald Trump about
bilateral cooperation, including trade, defence and en-
ergy, amid uncertainty over the possibility of Ameri-
can tariffs of up to 100 per cent on India for buying
Russian oil.

The conversation took place as the two coun-
tries have yet to conclude a bilateral trade agreement.

“Had a productive conversation with President
Trump. We reviewed our bilateral cooperation in trade,
defence, energy, critical technologies and other ar-
eas. We agreed to maintain close engagement to take
our Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership for-
ward. We also exchanged views on regional and inter-
national issues, including ongoing efforts to advance
global peace and security,” Modi posted on X.

New Delhi said the leaders agreed to maintain
close engagement to deepen cooperation for the ben-
efit of both countries’ people.

On Tuesday, external affairs minister S.
Jaishankar said at an event in New York that “politics
should not be played over oil supplies” when the fo-
cus should be on maintaining the stability of global
energy supplies and prices.

His remarks came amid the possibility of US
sanctions against countries buying Russian oil.

Less than two weeks ago, the US Congress
passed the Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act (SRIA),
empowering President Trump to impose tariffs of up
to 100 per cent on countries such as India and China
that purchase Russian oil. Trump subsequently signed
it into law.

New Delhi indicated that imposing such tariffs
could affect bilateral relations and severely disrupt
global oil markets.

A week ago, Jaishankar raised India’s concerns
with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio during a
meeting in New York on the sidelines of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly.

“Good to meet @SecRubio of the US
#UNHighLevelWeek. Reiterated India’s interests and
concerns with regard to SRIA. Also discussed the Gulf
and Ukraine situations,” he posted on X.

The US State Department said the ministers
“also discussed sanctions that could be leveled
against states that engage economically with Russia
and Iran”.

Rubio said the United States remained well po-
sitioned to help regional partners address their energy
security challenges, according to the department.

Asked on Tuesday what could strengthen India’s
ties with the Trump administration, Jaishankar cited a
bilateral trade agreement and greater understanding
of India’s concerns about Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism.

The latter remarks came against the backdrop
of close ties between the Trump administration and
Pakistan’s military establishment.

he said.

Revanth Reddy recalled that Rama Rao had won
Sircilla by 172 votes in 2009 and questioned how he
accumulated enormous wealth after entering politics.
Referring to Rama Rao's stint in the US, he ques-
tioned how such wealth could have been amassed in
a short period. He also asked why suicides among
handloom workers and migration from Sircilla to Gulf
countries had not declined despite Rama Rao's re-
peated electoral victories.

The Chief Minister said the Congress govern-
ment had spent Rs 1,730 crore on handloom workers
in two-and-a-half years, against around Rs 2,000 crore
spent by the BRS government in 10 years.

He appealed to TPCC president Mahesh Kumar
Goud to seek the party high command's approval to
send a Padmashali leader to the Legislative Council
in the forthcoming MLC elections and to make the
Sircilla Congress MLA a minister.

Revanth Reddy also criticised Chandrashekhar
Rao for not attending the Assembly, as he alleged the
BRS chief was unwilling to address the Dalit Speaker
as “Adhyaksha”.

Questioning why Chandrashekhar Rao had not
condemned derogatory remarks made by BRS legis-
lators against the Speaker, he said Dalits might toler-
ate hunger but not humiliation and asked why the BRS
chief ordered 'purification’ of roads with turmeric water
at his farmhouse after Dalits staged a protest there.

SC rules out total ban
on firecrackers, says no
24-hour bursting either

New Delhi, Sep 30 The Supreme Court on
Wednesday ruled out a complete ban on firecrackers
ahead of Diwali, while making it clear that unrestricted
bursting of crackers throughout the day would also
not be permitted.

A Bench of Justices M.M. Sundresh and P.B.
Varale said the apex court would have to strike a bal-
ance between religious sentiments associated with
Diwali and concerns relating to air pollution and its
impact on children, elderly persons and those suffer-
ing from ilinesses. "Neither we are going to agree with
you for total ban. Nor are we going to allow them to do
it 24 hours. A total ban will have some sentimental
effect, number one. Number two, allowing them
throughout the day will have a huge impact on every
other living being, including old people, sick people
and the children. We need to find a solution whereby
we can give specified time, and we can specify what
are the crackers to be used," the Justice Sundresh-
led Bench observed.

The top court's observations came during the
hearing of a long-pending matter concerning the use
of firecrackers and their impact on the environment
and public health.

The Justice Sundresh-led Bench indicated that
it was inclined to permit specified categories of next-
generation joint green crackers, subject to conditions
relating to their manufacture, noise levels, number
and size of shells and the interval between succes-
sive bursts.

Piyush Goyal represents India
as G20 trade meet opens

Milwaukee, Sep 30 Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal is representing India as Trade
Ministers from the world's major economies gather in
Milwaukee on Wednesday for a two-day G20 meeting
focused on the future of global trade, supply chains,
excess industrial capacity and the rules governing
international commerce.

The G20 Trade Ministerial, hosted by United
States Trade Representative Jamieson Greer, comes
at a consequential moment for the trading system,
with tariff disputes, concerns over manufacturing ca-
pacity and differences over World Trade Organisation
(WTO) rules increasingly shaping relations among
major economies

For India, the meeting also provides an impor-
tant platform for engagement with the United States

as New Delhi and Washington continue negotiations
aimed at advancing a bilateral trade agreement and
finalising an interim deal.

Goyal, who arrived in Milwaukee on Tuesday,
is scheduled to hold bilateral meetings with counter-
parts on the sidelines of the Ministerial, including
engagement with the United States.

The Commerce Ministry said that Goyal will
engage with his US counterpart Greer "as part of
ongoing efforts to advance a balanced and mutually
beneficial India-US Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA)
and finalise an interim deal in line with the joint state-
ment of February 7, 2026".

The Ministerial begins with a meeting of the
Global Forum on Steel Excess Capacity on Wednes-
day morning.

During the hearing, Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) Aishwarya Bhati sought time till October 15 to
place on record the report of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) concerning the environmental
impact of barium-based firecrackers.

"Outdoor testing of barium-based firecrackers is
yet to be conducted. | am requesting time till October
15," ASG Bhati submitted.

The Supreme Court granted the Centre and the
expert bodies time to complete the assessment of
barium-based firecrackers. The issue will be consid-
ered further on October 15.

The apex court also took note of the submis-
sions regarding the use of new-generation joint fire-
crackers.

The Union government had proposed permitting
such crackers subject to specified restrictions, includ-
ing conditions concerning the number and size of shells
and the time interval between bursts.

The Supreme Court indicated that it was inclined
to accept the recommendation concerning such joint
firecrackers, subject to the prescribed safeguards. It
further recorded that some of the issues before it over-
lap with those pending in the M.C. Mehta matter relat-
ing to firecrackers in Delhi-NCR.

It permitted the parties to mention the issue be-
fore the Bench headed by Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant, which is hearing the M.C. Mehta case,
so that the overlapping issues could, if considered
appropriate, be heard together.

The Justice Sundresh-led Bench clarified that it
would not pass any order on the Delhi-NCR issue at
this stage, while other applications, including those
seeking a ban on the manufacture and sale of fire-
crackers, would be taken up for hearing.The matter
has been posted for further hearing on October 15.In
October 2025, the apex court had allowed the limited
sale and use of NEERI-approved green crackers in
Delhi and adjoining NCR areas during Diwali, subject
to strict conditions.
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From chai to pizza, a
city learning to stay awake

tions, Chandigarh 24x7 shops list, shops open 24 hours
Chandigarh, Chandigarh night economy, Chandigarh late
night shops, Chandigarh restaurants 24x7, 24x7 busi-
nesses Chandigarh, Chandigarh night-time economy,
Chandigarh commercial operations, Sector 8-B
Chandigarh, Chandigarh late night food, Indian Express
newsrom fast-food outlets and chai counters to pharma-
cies, grocery stores and paan shops, the city’s 24x7 com-
mercial footprint is expanding. (Express Photo/Enhanced
using Al)Chandigarh may have secured permission to
stay awake, but the city’s businesses are discovering that
staying open through the night is another matter alto-
gether.

Nearly two years after the administration launched
its 24x7 commercial operations initiative, almost 200 es-
tablishments are now on the list: from McDonald’s, pizza
outlets, and chai counters to pharmacies, grocery stores,
paan shops, and petrol pumps. The number of establish-
ments opting for 24x7 operations has risen more than
threefold from the initial 48.“We are encouraging people
to register for 24x7 commercial operations under ease of
doing business in the city. Women’s safety and adher-
ence to labour laws are two key aspects under this initia-
tive, which we are fully ensuring by coordinating with the
department concerned, including the Chandigarh Police,”
Nishant Yadav, Deputy Commissioner, told The list of
nearly 200 establishments paints a picture of a city trying
to build a late-night economy that goes well beyond tra-
ditional nightlife.Major fast-food chains feature promi-
nently. McDonald’s, KFC, Domino’s, Pizza Hut and Sub-
way have multiple outlets listed for 24x7 operations
across sectors including 8-C, 15-C, 22, 35-C, 40-C, 47-
C, Manimajra and the Industrial Area.Tea, too, has found
a place in the city’s round-the-clock experiment. Chai

Sutta Bar, along with Punjabi Chai, Desi Urban Chai,
and Audi Chaiwala, features on the list, adding a dis-
tinctly local flavour to the late-night food economy.Desserts
and quick-service outlets are also part of the mix, with
establishments such as Baskin Robbins, Theobroma
Foods, The Belgian Waffle Co and Superdonuts among
those listed.

Its 24x7 establishments span a wide range of food
options, from Baba Chicken, World of Wings and Tikka
World to The Belgian Waffle Co, Cakes & Stuff,
Superdonuts and El Mexicano.The concentration sug-
gests that Sector 8-B could emerge as one of the city’s
more prominent late-night food clusters — provided there
is enough customer demand to sustain these
operations.Grocery and convenience stores, pharmacies
and delivery-related establishments have also opted for
round-the-clock operations. Blink Commerce has sev-
eral establishments listed across sectors including 17-B,
34-A and 37-D, while Chandigarh Pharmacy in Sector
11-D is among the pharmacies on the list.Even paan shops
and petrol pumps feature. DP Paan House in Sector 15-
D, Pandey Paan and Confectioner in Sector 8-C and
Nankhu Pan & Confectionery in Sector 44-D have sub-
mitted undertakings for round-the-clock operations. In-
dian Oil outlets in sectors 7 and 33 and a Bharat Petro-
leum outlet in Sector 21 are also on the list.Taken to-
gether, the entries suggest that Chandigarh’s 24x7 ex-
periment is evolving from an attempt to keep a few es-
sential or high-demand businesses open into a wider
after-midnight commercial ecosystem.

The bigger question, however, is whether the grow-
ing list of establishments translates into a sustainable
late-night economy.For businesses, staying open through
the night means additional manpower, higher electricity
and operational costs and, in many cases, separate staff
for night shifts. Several entrepreneurs who initially at-
tempted round-the-clock operations say the limited late-
night footfall did not justify those expenses.“Some people
| know had also tried keeping their outlets open round
the clock, but they could not sustain it for long,” said
Abhishek Bajaj, who owns Sindhi Sweets, a chain of
shops.Some eventually stopped operating through the
night after finding that revenues failed to cover the addi-
tional costs.“Delhi and Gurgaon, however, have an ad-
vantage because public transport connectivity continues
through the night and several companies and offices
operate round the clock, creating a steady stream of
people even during late hours. Chandigarh does not have
the same ecosystem yet,” Bajaj added.

Mrinaltai Gore flyover’s ‘super smooth’
surface leaves bikers slipping

The recently opened arm of the Mrinaltai Gore flyover
has once again come under the scanner just two months
after its inauguration. This time, locals have flagged the
‘extremely smooth’ surface of the bridge, which has re-
portedly left many bikers and two-wheelers skidding and
led netizens to mock the ‘advanced technology’ that the
citizens are not ready for.Speaking to The Indian Express,
residents said Mrinaltai Gore flyover’s ‘super smooth’ sur-
face on the road mastic has become increasingly peril-
ous for motorists.“The site where repeated skidding is
being reported is situated on a downward slope. The
mastic on the road is super smooth and everytime it rains,
the roads become furthermore slippery. This patch has
now become a magnet for accidents in the area,” said
Dhaval Shah, co-founder of Lokhandwala Oshiwara
Citizen’s Association (LOCA).

Karan Jotwani, co-founder of LOCA, told The Indian
Express: “The smooth surface is causing the frequent
skidding. To resolve the issue, the BMC must deploy rough
tar on the top layer in a bid to make the roads rougher
and thereby, less slippery.”Inaugurated in July, the flyover
provides a direct link between Ram Mandir and Goregaon,
allowing motorists to directly zip through instead of tak-
ing the SV Road or Link Road. It has also garnered much
attention for its cost escalation, prolonged construction
period, as well as patchy road surface.Now, citizens have
blamed the Mumbai civic body for carrying out shoddy
work on the flyover. It has denied the allegations.The
750-metre flyover, built for Rs 247.97 crore, took nearly

eight years to complete. During this period, the project’s
cost rose by nearly 45 per cent from the original estimate
of Rs 170.82 crore.With its ‘super smooth’ surface mak-
ing people have the ride of their lives, social media hasn’t
stayed behind in having its share of fun.“Mrinal tai flyover
in Mumbai also comes with the revolutionary “smooth
ride” technology that apparently improve your vehicle’s
mileage.. Only small issue: the technology is so advanced
that bikers haven’t learnt how to use it yet.. so they keep
falling,” a user on social media wrote on X.Earlier in June,
some videos surfaced on social media, purportedly show-
ing a melting road surface, loose gravel, and, in one case,
a portion of the road caving in under the weight of a mo-
torcycle stand, triggering outrage.

Punjab influencer Manjit Kaur’s
mother seeks answers after her death

Her daughter is dead. The memorial prayer service
is yet to take place. With no other support, Kanta Devi has
been forced to postpone her grief, compelled instead to
piece together the final weeks of her daughter, Punjabi
social media influencer Manjit Kaur.Kaur, who was al-
legedly kidnapped and assaulted before being set on
fire in a forested area near Morinda on the night of July 3-
4, died at a Chandigarh hospital on August 26. Her family
has accused two acquaintances of kidnapping her and
the police of failing to record her statement in time.“l am
all alone. No man is there to support me. My daughter’s
bhog (prayer service) has not taken place. | am doing
everything myself with a small child to care for,” Devi told
s.Devi lives with her 11-year-old son, Manijit Kaur’'s
younger brother, in their home in Kharar.Manjit moved
out of her family home about a year and a half ago, relo-
cating to New Chandigarh to build an independent life. A
divorced mother of a seven-year-old son who lives with
his father, she started a beauty parlour business and regu-
larly sent financial support to her mother.Devi recalled
that her daughter was planning to start a new life. “She
told me she would marry soon. | didn’t know much about
her personal plans, only that she was preparing to settle
down again.”The long gap between the alleged crime
and Manijit Kaur's death has made the investigation diffi-

cult. The police are trying to establish the vehicle alleg-
edly used to take her away, while crucial CCTV footage
is no longer available. According to the police, the au-
topsy report revealed that she was around seven weeks
pregnant when she died.For Devi, time has made one
thing increasingly urgent: the need to know the truth. She
does not speak of revenge, nor does she claim to have
all the answers. She wants to understand what happened
to the daughter whose life, she says, she only knew in
fragments during her final months.“l just want to know
what happened to my daughter, and the truth should come
out,” she said.

Second phase [T Hub construc-
tion works In Khammam delayed

Khammam: Even five years after the foundation stone
was laid for the construction of the second-phase IT Hub
in Khammam, the building work remains incomplete.The
Congress government’s alleged negligence has delayed
the construction, much to the chagrin of local unemployed
youth, who had hoped to find employment if IT Hub-Il was
established.lt may be recalled that former IT and Indus-
tries Minister K T Rama Rao laid the foundation stone for
IT Hub-Il on April 2, 2021, following the success of IT
Hub-l, which was established in December 2020 at
Yellandu Circle in Khammam city to promote the infor-
mation technology (IT) industry in tier-1l cities.Rs 36 crore
was sanctioned by the Telangana Industrial Infrastruc-
ture Corporation (TGIIC) for the construction of IT Tower-
I, with a built-up area of 55,000 square feet and a seating
capacity of 570.Speaking to Telangana Today, educa-
tionist and senior BRS leader Gundala Krishna noted
that although the contractor was given a one-year dead-
line to complete the construction, the project remains
unfinished.

Z.omato bans analogue dairy dishes,
warns of action against restaurants
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New Delhi: Food delivery aggregator Zomato on
Monday announced a zero-tolerance policy on the sale
of dishes containing analogue dairy products, including
analogue cheese and paneer, by restaurants listed on its
platform, saying it reserves the right to delist non-compli-
ant restaurants.Analogue dishes replace traditional in-
gredients with cheaper or alternative substitutes, such as
plant oils instead of real milk or cheese, while retaining a
similar look and texture.

The move comes against the backdrop of renewed
focus on food safety following a reported State-wide crack-
down by the Food and Drug Administration in
Maharashtra and inspections by the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India (FSSAI) at five-star hotels in
Delhi.With immediate effect, dishes that restaurant part-
ners have declared as containing analogue dairy prod-
ucts have been delisted from the platform, Zomato
said.Restaurant partners that remain non-compliant will
also be delisted from the platform, it added.In a commu-
nication issued to merchants listed on the platform on

Monday, Zomato said, “Our priority is to ensure that cus-
tomers receive food that is accurately represented, safe
and meets the expected quality standards.

“Accordingly, we are implementing a zero-tolerance
policy on the listing and supply of food products contain-
ing analogue cheese, analogue paneer and other ana-
logue dairy products on our platform.”The food delivery
aggregator said the initiative was being undertaken to
strengthen transparency and food quality for consumers,
in line with food safety and regulatory requirements.“For
restaurants that have already declared the use of ana-
logue cheese, analogue paneer or other analogue dairy
products on their menus, such items will be turned off
from the platform with immediate effect,” Zomato stated.lt
called upon restaurant partners to take immediate mea-
sures, including transitioning to natural dairy products;
removing items containing analogue dairy products from
their menus where such a transition is not immediately
feasible; and reviewing product labels and ingredient
declarations provided by suppliers to verify the ingredi-
ents being used and ensure the accurate representation
of products listed on Zomato.

“If a restaurant is found to be non-compliant, Zomato
reserves the right to delist such restaurants from the plat-
form, in addition to taking any other action available to us
under our policies and applicable law,” Zomato
stated.Zomato also reserves the right to recover any loss,
cost, damage or expense that the company may incur or
suffer if non-compliant products are delivered to custom-
ers, it added in the communication.Aditya Mangla, CEO
of Zomato, said: “At Zomato, our core mission is better
food for more people, and that means safeguarding cus-
tomer health and upholding clear standards for what’s
listed and served by our restaurant partners.

10OC ramps up LPG production 30pc
amid Strait of Hormuz disruptions

IndianQil

New Delhi: State-owned Indian Oil Corporation
(I0C) ramped up liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) produc-
tion by nearly 30 per cent and kept its refineries operat-
ing at more than 100 per cent utilisation as disruptions to
maritime trade through the Strait of Hormuz threatened
India’s energy supplies, its chairman said on Monday.The
company also diversified its crude sourcing, realigned
refinery operations and secured alternative supplies as
the escalating conflict in West Asia disrupted global en-
ergy markets, |IOC Chairman Arvinder Singh Sahney said
in his address at the company’s 67th annual general
meeting.

“For IndianOil, the priority during this unprecedented
crisis has remained crystal clear — to maintain continuity
of energy supplies despite constrained sourcing options
and volatile international markets,” he said.

India imports more than 88 per cent of its crude oil
requirements, while about 45 per cent of its crude im-
ports and nearly 90 per cent of its LPG imports are linked
to the Strait of Hormuz, underscoring the exposure of the
world’s third-largest oil consumer to disruptions in the
strategic waterway.Shopping For Authentic South Asian
Apparel

“With close monitoring and guidance from the Min-
istry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, our teams have re-
sponded with agility — diversifying crude sourcing, re-
aligning refinery operations and strengthening supply-
chain coordination to secure alternative supplies, optimise
cargo movements and rebalance products across re-
gions,” he said.lIOC used 24-hour control rooms, daily
reviews and real-time market monitoring to respond to
supply gaps, he said, adding that the company had main-
tained product availability despite a “significant shift away
from Middle Eastern crude grades”.

“Despite a significant shift away from Middle East-
ern crude grades, our refineries operated at more than
100 per cent utilisation, LPG production was ramped up

by nearly 30 per cent within a short period, and our gas
business maintained supplies to priority sectors while
securing additional LNG from diversified geographies,”
he said.The disruption came as IOC reported record op-
erating performance. For the year ended March 2026,
the company posted a standalone net profit of Rs 36,802
crore on a turnover of about Rs 8.86 lakh crore, with ag-
gregate sales exceeding 105 million tonnes across pe-
troleum products, natural gas and petrochemicals.lts re-
fineries processed a record 75.45 million tonnes of crude
during the year, while liquid pipeline throughput reached
a record 102.52 million tonnes and domestic petroleum
product sales rose to an all-time high of 88.97 million
tonnes.

The momentum continued into the first quarter of the
current financial year. IOC processed a record 19.17 mil-
lion tonnes of crude at 109.4 per cent capacity utilisation,
while pipeline throughput reached a quarterly record of
28.55 million tonnes. Its domestic petroleum product
market share rose to 43.1 per cent, the chairman
said.“While profitability during the quarter remained un-
der pressure from higher crude costs arising from the
West Asia conflict, the strength of our operating perfor-
mance gives us confidence in the underlying resilience
of your company,” Sahney said.

The company is also accelerating investment in its
core refining operations. Expansions at Panipat, Gujarat
and Barauni are expected to raise I0C’s group refining
capacity from 80.75 million tonnes a year to about 98
million tonnes.As India expands its refining capacity to-
wards 300 million tonnes a year, IOC expects to account
for more than 40 per cent of the incremental capacity, he
said.

The company is simultaneously seeking to reduce
its dependence on its traditional refining business, tar-
geting higher contributions from petrochemicals, natural
gas, renewables, biofuels, green hydrogen and sustain-
able aviation fuel.lt plans to raise its petrochemical inten-
sity to about 15 per cent by 2030 and increase natural
gas sales by 1.5 times by the same year. It also aims to
raise upstream integration to more than 10 per cent by
2031.0n the energy-transition front, construction has be-
gun on a large-scale green hydrogen plant at Panipat,
while 10C has received ISCC CORSIA certification for
sustainable aviation fuel production through co-process-
ing at the refinery. Its renewable energy arm, Terra Clean,
is developing 1 gigawatt of capacity, with another 4.3
gigawatts under preparation.Sahney said the experience
of the West Asia crisis had reinforced the need to build
resilience before disruptions occur.“Resilience has to be
built before it is tested,” he said.

Mettur dam to open for Cauvery
delta irrigation as inflow rises

Salem: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, C. Joseph Vijay,
will open the Mettur dam on Tuesday to release water for
irrigation in the Cauvery delta, even as inflow into the
reservoir increased to 10,485 cubic feet per second
(cusecs). The improved inflow has brought relief to farm-
ers preparing for paddy cultivation across the delta
districts.The release is expected to support agricultural
operations throughout the Cauvery basin, particularly in
tail-end areas where water normally takes several days
to arrive.Heavy rainfall in the Cauvery catchment areas
of Karnataka has led to a steady increase in the storage
levels of the Kabini and Krishnaraja Sagar reservoirs. As
the two reservoirs are filling rapidly, Karnataka authori-
ties have increased the discharge of surplus water into
the Cauvery.The volume of surplus water released from
Karnataka had been reduced during the previous two

days. However, the discharge was stepped up again from
Sunday, resulting in a gradual increase in the quantity of
water reaching the Mettur reservoir.According to Water
Resources Department officials, inflow into the dam rose
from 9,035 cusecs to 10,485 cusecs. The increased ar-
rival of water is expected to strengthen the reservoir’s
position ahead of the planned release for delta
irrigation.The water level in the dam stood at 90.47 feet,
while the available storage was recorded at 53.70 thou-
sand million cubic feet (tmcft).

Meanwhile, 2,000 cusecs continued to be released
from the reservoir to meet drinking-water requirements in
districts dependent on the Cauvery.CM Vijay will formally
open the sluice gates on Tuesday, marking the com-
mencement of irrigation supply to the delta
districts.Officials are expected to regulate the discharge
after assessing the reservoir's storage, inflow from
Karnataka and the requirements of farmers.The release
assumes significance as cultivators have sought an ad-
equate and uninterrupted water supply during the paddy-
growing season.Farmers in tail-end districts have also
appealed to the government to manage the available
water carefully to ensure that it reaches all irrigation com-
mand areas.The steady rise in inflow ahead of the open-
ing of the dam is being viewed as an encouraging devel-
opment for Cauvery delta agriculture. Officials will con-
tinue to monitor rainfall in Karnataka and the discharge
from upstream reservoirs to assess the likely inflow into
Mettur over the coming days.
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‘Sad that Messi faced so much disrespect’:
Leander Paes slams TMC, questions
Bengal’s sports infrastructure

Days after joining the BJP, tennis legend Leander
Paes on Saturday slammed the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) government for its handling of the Lionel Messi
GOAT tour in December 2025, saying that the manner in
which the Argentine football great was treated was “sad
and disrespectful”. He also alleged that West Bengal lacks
infrastructure for sports other than cricket and football.“It
is a sad feeling that Messi faced so much disrespect—
that was very wrong. If Dada Sourav Ganguly or his brother
Snehasish Ganguly had handled it, they would have pro-
tected him and the name of the state. If a player had been
made the sports minister, this would not have happened,”
Paes, who was with the TMC earlier, said, speaking in
Bengali and Hindi. Messi’'s appearance in Kolkata had
ended in chaos and confusion with angry fans vandalising
the stadium.

Paes also spoke about his identity, saying he feels
hurt when people question whether he is Bengali. “My
name is not Sourav Ganguly, but | am Bengali and In-
dian. When someone questions my Bengali identity, it
hurts me. Politics is a new game...I will play it with class,
dignity, passion, and patriotism. | will not speak ill of any-
one. My mother is Bengali, my father was a Portuguese
Christian. He passed away seven months ago, but we all
belong to this country,” he said.Speaking about his life in
Kolkata, Paes said he was born in the city. “My journey in
tennis and sports began at a club in Kolkata. | studied at
La Martiniere School. In the Kolkata Maidan, | learned

‘People rushed onto

sports. The feeling in my heart to play for the country, |
learned from here,” he said.‘Only 2 stadiums
here’Highlighting a need for sports infrastructure, Paes
said, “In Kolkata, sports have huge potential. The city has
a rich history in sports. When | was born, my dream was
to play for the country. The effort | put in in 40 years—be
it 20 Grand Slams or to motivate kids—I struggled for 40
years,” he said.“There are only two stadiums here: Eden
Gardens and Salt Lake Stadium. For children who play
other sports, what has Bengal given them? Bengal has
no stadium for Davis Cup, no indoor stadium. In summer
or monsoon, children cannot play for 6-7 months. Norman
Pritchard [the first athlete overall to win two medals in
one Olympics for India] was born here in 1900. Only four
Olympic medals have come from Kolkata in over 100
years. The infrastructure has not improved,” Paes pointed
out.The tennis legend said that after joining the BJP, he
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who spoke to him as
a “son of Bengal”. “I told him | do not want Bengal to
become an old-age home. | want to bring life to Bengal’s
youth, not let them be brain-dead or forced to move to
another state. Sports, sports education, industry, infra-
structure, and ancillary businesses—I| want to spread
Bengal’s name across the world. The Prime Minister lis-
tened to me,” Paes said, adding that PM Modi gave him
“seven visions” focused on sports and youth
development.“He has given a boy from Bengal the op-
portunity to serve the nation. We will move forward with
this and aim to make the country a superpower. By 2036,
the country will achieve something different,” he
added.On March 31, just weeks before the West Bengal
Assembly elections, Paes joined the BJP in the presence
of Union ministers Kiren Rijiju and Sukanta Majumdar at
the party headquarters in New Delhi.His switch to the
BJP came after a five-year association with the TMC,
which began in October 2021. At the time, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had described him as a “younger
brother”. He campaigned for the party during the Goa
elections in 2022 but did not contest. Later, he was left
out of the party’s 69-member Goa state committee an-
nounced in January 2022.Assembly elections will be held
in two phases in West Bengal, on April 23 and April 29.
The results will be announced on May 4.

streets, calls failed’:

How 4 from UP made it home from Nepal

For 23-year-old Ashutosh Mani Upadhyay, his first
flight was also his way out of flood-hit Nepal.He had trav-
elled to Nepal just two months ago to work as a junior
pipeline fitter at a factory in Rasuwa district. But before he
could settle into his new job, he found himself being evacu-
ated by helicopter along with five other Uttar Pradesh
residents.Rasuwa was among the worst-hit areas, though
Ashutosh said he was away from the area when the floods
struck.

“There was a sense of fear and uncertainty every-
where in Nepal,” he recounted. “l was told to board a
helicopter that would take us to a safer place. | was ex-
cited because | had never travelled by air before. The
flight lasted only a few minutes but | will remember for the
rest of my life,” he added.The six were flown to a canton-
ment area, where they completed the necessary formali-
ties before hiring a vehicle to travel to Gorakhpur in Uttar
Pradesh. Ashutosh reached his hometown of Mureri
Gadwa village on Monday.For families across Uttar
Pradesh, the wait for news from relatives stranded in Nepal
has begun to ease.The Uttar Pradesh Relief
Commissioner’s emergency helpline received calls about
22 people whose families had lost contact with them.
Families of 10 of them have since told authorities that
their relatives are home and safe, an official said.Some
were evacuated with the help of the Nepal government
and officials stationed there, while others made their own
way back.‘l was afraid the borders could be
sealed’Krishna Pratap Singh, 45, had travelled from
Aligarh to Nepal on August 21 in search of work.

“I was terrified after hearing that a large number of
people had been killed and property damaged just a few
kilometres from where | was staying. There was a huge
rush in Kathmandu, with people from outside the city strug-
gling to find a way back home. There was no local gov-
ernment official or organisation to help us,” said Singh,
who works in the wood business.He said he tried to con-
tact his family but couldn’t reach them.“l decided to re-
turn... The family with whom | was staying also pres-
sured me to go home. | was also afraid that the borders
could be sealed,” he said.Singh said Nepalese authori-
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ties later flew him to the India-Nepal border, from where
he travelled by road and entered India.‘Come back home
immediately’On August 27, when Raj Kumar Gautam,
44, finally managed to call his family in Maharajganj from
Kathmandu, they had only one thing to tell him: Come
back home immediately.

Gautam had been working with a local contractor
involved in making wooden furniture in Kathmandu for
the past year. He has been travelling to Nepal for work
regularly for the past two decades.He said panic had
spread across Nepal after reports of flooding and wide-
spread damage emerged. “There was widespread chaos.
Phone calls were not going through and even the WiFi
was not working. | knew my family would be worried, and
| was desperately trying to contact them to tell them that |
was safe.”Gautam said people had rushed onto the
streets, desperately looking for any possible way to leave
Nepal. “I somehow managed to find a vehicle carrying
other passengers and made my way to Maharajganj via
Bihar,” he added.“When | finally reached home, my three
daughters and son surrounded me, relieved to see me
back,” said Raj Kumar, a resident of Jagannathpur vil-
lage in Maharajganj.For Deepak Gupta’s family in Bareilly,
the fear began when his phone stopped connecting.The
33-year-old travels to Nepal for six to seven months ev-
ery year to sell artificial jewellery and gemstones sourced
from Delhi. He was in Kathmandu when the floods hit. sh
and panic. He was in Kathmandu,” said Vijay.

Why a nation of world-class minds
fails to retain its own talent

A few months ago, a friend expressed a concern
that now feels almost universal among Indian parents.
Despite the country’s expanding higher-education map,
she struggled to find a college that offered rigorous, prac-
tice-oriented learning for her son. Her search had already
drifted toward universities abroad.This led me to ask:
What propels so many youngsters to look beyond their
own borders? Is it the allure of a privileged global tag? Or
does our higher education system fail to inspire confi-
dence and offer growth opportunities? This is the para-
dox of modern India: a country that produces world-class
talent but struggles to retain it.As the Ministry of External
Affairs reports, the number of Indian students going abroad
has surged from 1.3 million in 2023 to more than 1.8
million in 2025. Data from the Reserve Bank of India’s
quarterly balance of payments further shows that this
outward push has contributed to a $6-billion deficit. For a
nation that proclaims itself an innovation hub, the irony is
unmistakable: our finest minds continue to enrich foreign
economies, laboratories, and knowledge
systems.Aspirational and economical

At one end are elite institutions with limited seats
that push top scorers to look abroad; at the other, few
Indian colleges offer jobs that repay tuition within a year,
making overseas education both aspirational and eco-
nomically sensible. Students often earn far more abroad
for comparable roles, and many countries heighten this
appeal with post-study work visas and pathways to long-
term residency that add substantial future value. Layered
onto this are anxieties about outdated pedagogy, the fric-
tion of urban living, and the desire for cleaner, freer, more

cosmopolitan environments.For some, foreign education
is a release from India’s relentless academic sorting
mechanisms; for others, it becomes a chance to reinvent
themselves, unburdened by the expectations and labels
that shape their performance at home. The exodus re-
flects both India’s structural gaps and a testament to the
expanding horizons of its youth.

It is not enough to slow the outward flow of talent.
What we need to do is to build an academic ecosystem
that truly matches the ambitions of this generation. This
requires moving beyond a handful of elite “islands of ex-
cellence” and cultivating a far broader landscape of
schools and universities that offer credible, world-class
environments. By 2047, India will need an education sys-
tem that fosters confidence, curiosity, and creative risk-
taking.While recent emphasis on strengthening founda-
tional learning is a welcome step, a deeper contradiction
is evident: India now has the world’s second-largest net-
work of international schools, growing from 884 in 2019
to 972 by January 2025. Even as primary and secondary
education increasingly moves beyond rote learning,
higher education remains ill-equipped to absorb these
globally prepared students, nudging many to look
abroad.Change underwayThe contours of renewal are
already visible. A new generation of Indian institutions is
expanding research-driven, interdisciplinary undergradu-
ate programmes that increasingly match global standards,
while private universities bring world-class pedagogy and
international exposure to Indian campuses.

‘We surveyed 1000 construction sites, and
not a single one was following guidelines’, says
PMC Commissioner Naval Kishore Ram

Pune Municipal Commissioner Naval Kishore Ram,
who will soon complete one year in office, was at The
Indian Express office for an interaction. The 2008-batch
IAS officer from the Maharashtra cadre is no stranger to
Pune, as he had previously held the position as its district
collector from April 17, 2018, to July 28, 2020, and then
went on to serve the Prime Minister’'s Office (PMO) and
the Ministry of Finance.Ajay Jadhav: You have been the
district collector of Pune. After serving in PMO, you have
come back to the city as the Commissioner of Pune Mu-
nicipal Corporation (PMC). What changes have you no-
ticed during this period, and what are your plans for the
city as a municipal commissioner, given that you will soon
complete one year in office?

Naval Kishore Ram: When | was the Collector, the
management and organisation of the city seemed better
than it is today. The administration was fast and proac-
tive. In the years since, even with good administrators,
day-to-day civic amenities have not been as good as
they should have been.A major change has come in de-
velopment and redevelopment policy. Pune’s average
Floor Space Index (FSI) was 1.5 in 2020; it is now 4.5. In
areas like Model Colony, which remain green and beau-
tiful, there is now constant noise from redevelopment. It
feels like living near a factory. This is happening across
Pune, including the Peth areas.Infrastructure growth
needs to be controlled. When development speeds up,
other amenities like water supply, roads, and parking must
grow at the same pace. Pune’s growth should not look
like reckless expansion. We need disciplined growth and
perhaps a city-specific policy.Ajay Jadhav: How is a spe-
cific Pune policy possible without ignoring UDCPR rules
framed by the Maharashtra government? Will PMC seek
an exemption?

Naval Kishore Ram: No one should be opposed to
development, but this is the time to regulate it. We must
follow the Unified Development Control and Promotion
Regulations (UDCPR) rules and regulate properly. The
common perception is that the administration overlooks
the interests of ordinary citizens. Our focus should be on
making things easier for the common man. That needs to
change.Naval Kishore Ram: | am not saying PMC should
stop giving permissions. | am saying we must follow the
rules strictly. We surveyed 1000 construction sites, and
not a single one was following the guidelines. There are
13 rules meant to reduce air and noise pollution.In the 23
newly included villages, we may stop construction un-
less civic facilities are ready. We cannot allow unchecked
growth without drainage, roads, or a water supply. At
present, the water supply scheme is being implemented
in only seven of the 23 villages. In places like
Mohammadwadi and Undhri, people have faced water
problems for 15 years. That cannot be repeated.

Manoj More: But will PMC stop all constructions in
the city if it cannot ensure roads, drainage, and
parking?Naval Kishore Ram: We cannot stop construc-
tion. UDCPR and other rules allow development and re-
development. What is needed is strict adherence to the
regulations. A blanket ban is not possible. But we will be
far more careful and meticulous in sanctioning new
projects.Sunanda Mehta: Redevelopment is happening
widely in Pune, but basic infrastructure remains un-
changed. How much is PMC involved? Are there set rules
for redevelopment?Naval Kishore Ram: The contradic-
tion is that where redevelopment is needed, it is not hap-
pening, and where it is not needed, it is happening. We
have 50-60 old settlements and colonies with houses
that can collapse any time, but redevelopment is not hap-
pening there. Instead, permissions are being given where
it is commercially attractive.Redevelopment is allowed
under UDCPR, though there are different restrictions and
guidelines in the Peth areas.On average, buildings should
be redeveloped after 30-40 years. But in some cases it
happens in 10-15 years if a building becomes weak and
is declared unstable after a structural audit. So it is
subjective.l cannot sound too negative because every
day | approve many proposals. My point is only that rede-
velopment needs to be controlled and regularised.
Growth must be disciplined.Ajay Jadhav: How do you
check a situation where one-storey houses are demol-
ished and replaced by 10-storey buildings, while roads
and drainage remain the same?Naval Kishore Ram: The
PMC has to play a different role. If we follow the rules
strictly, we cannot do much. So we have to look at this
differently. For big projects, amenity space should also
mean green space. Otherwise, the city will slowly be-
come a fully paved area with no permeable space. Land
is used for roads or buildings. Amenity space should be
turned into gardens or green areas. This is a discretion
we can use. Otherwise, clubs, schools, or hospitals
commercialise the area, and the amenity part gets lost.

Soham Shah: Metro ridership is far below the pro-
jection, while Pune Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal
Ltd (PMPML) is ignored. PMPML has 10 lakh riders,
down from 12 lakh, and the metro has only 1.5 lakh. What
do you say?Naval Kishore Ram: PMPML has definitely
been ignored. The Chief Minister is keen to provide more
buses to improve public transport. We are already add-
ing 1,000 buses. At present, we have around 1,800 to
2,000 buses, but we need about 5,000 for a smooth
service.Buses are useful because bus stops are acces-
sible. In theory, 93% of people can catch a bus within 500
metres, but less than 20% actually use them. One reason
is poor pedestrian walkability. Our system is largely de-
signed for car owners. We are working to raise the fleet to
5,000 buses within 2-2.5 years.Sushant Kulkarni: Mon-
soon preparedness remains a concern. Every year, meet-
ings are held, but the first heavy rain cripples the city.
What needs to change?Naval Kishore Ram: In the mon-
soon, first heavy rains clog cities everywhere. That is not
an excuse. Road work, metro work, and other projects
damage stormwater drains, and once they are blocked,
the impact spreads.For example, on Ganeshkhind Road,
metro work is going on on one side, and stormwater drain-
age is jammed on the other. This time, my focus will be on

identifying inundation spots and fixing them properly.Road
design is also a problem in some places. If water accu-
mulates, it means there is no outlet. Roads should be
designed so that water flows automatically into drains.
Every year, there is a study, yet stormwater drainage in
Pune is only 16 per cent, which is very low. We lack inte-
grated planning for roads, drainage, stormwater, elec-
tricity poles, and water pipelines.

Naval Kishore Ram: The defect liability system for
contractors has been wrongly framed. If roads are dug for
cables or pipelines, contractors are relieved of responsi-
bility. | want to change that. If a road has to be dug for an
emergency, it must be done — but why should the
contractor’s liability end? In my view, the contractor should
maintain the road for 10 years.We are also trying to make
agencies lay utility lines at the same time as road work,
instead of later. The cycle rally roads looked good be-
cause we worked in mission mode, but that does not
mean they will stay good after two months. In my budget,
| have prioritised good integrated roads in the 23 villages,
especially the most used and worst-condition roads. We
have 33 missing road links, and 12 will be completed this
year.

Sushant Kulkarni: Is the PMC coordinating with Traffic
Police for improving traffic situations?Naval Kishore Ram:
We are working with the Traffic Police to address Pune’s
traffic issues by improving road connectivity. Our target is
to increase road coverage by 2 per cent. Only 9 per cent
of the city area is under roads, among the lowest percent-
ages in India.We spend Rs 4-5 crore every year on foot-
paths. | have allocated Rs 100 crore for footpath repairs,
and you will see the effect. We need more walkability
everywhere.Soham Shah: You had said earlier that you
are not satisfied with the quality of education in PMC
schools. What have you done to improve it?Naval Kishore
Ram: It is very difficult to inspire and motivate education
officers to do something innovative. In private schools,
everything is glossy and beautiful, while government
schools are in very poor condition. So we have taken up
75 schools and allocated Rs 2 to 2.5 crore to each for
infrastructure. But infrastructure alone will not solve the
problem.Our first focus is that schools should look good
physically, and teachers’ training must be improved. PMC
teachers are very politicised, and there is no transfer
policy. | will be introducing a transfer policy for civic school
teachers. We will not make them travel too much, but
changing schools itself brings motivation.Dipanita Nath:
The Riverfront Development has become a cause of con-
cern to many environment-conscious people of Pune.
What is your perspective?Naval Kishore Ram: | respect
all environment-conscious people. Why should we think
they are opposed to us? Unfortunately, in our city, devel-
opment and sustainability have become two separate
camps.

As for the Riverfront Development (RFD), tell me
any big city that does not want to beautify its river. Patna
has become very beautiful after the building of ghats. In
Pune, the riverfront has already been disturbed by people
dumping debris. As for tree felling, wherever we can do
the work without cutting trees, we will. Some trees are
more than 100 years old, and it is not right to fell them.
Also, people think the RFD is a money-making project.
That is not true.

Arul Horizon: A water tank was made six to eight
years ago in Mohammadwadi, but it's not in use. Builders
are selling flats showing this water tank. So, how soon
will the water be filled there?Naval Kishore Ram: Earlier,
we had only 10 to 12 locations for water supply. An equi-
table water supply became necessary because we need
more locations and stronger transmission and distribu-
tion networks. We have to build 82 new overhead tanks.
Of these, 35 have been built, but only five are
commissioned.Water should be available everywhere
through smart metering. If we implement the Equitable
Water Supply scheme in mission mode within six months,
the city’s water situation will improve greatly. Water is the
city’s biggest concern; roads come second. In the civic
general body, water is the main issue discussed by
corporators.Manoj More: Have you gone around the city,
especially on the Pune-Mumbai highway at Patil Estate,
where encroachers are calling the shots?Naval Kishore
Ram: Yes, | have been to Patil Estate and experienced
the hurdle to smooth traffic flow. This has been going on
for years. We do have a plan to ease congestion and
remove encroachers there. It will happen soon.Sunanda
Mehta: What is the most difficult and the best thing about
being the commissioner of Pune city?Naval Kishore Ram:
I love living in Pune because there is positivity in the city.
| have been to many cities and studied in Delhi, for which
| feel nostalgia. But in Pune, despite all odds, people are
very nice. They may be argumentative, even audacious,
but deep down, they are good. The best thing about Pune
is that people will criticise you, but they do not become
your adversaries. The worst part is that some things you
feel should happen in the city just don’t.

NASA's Artemis |l
astronauts share stunning
images of Earth from space

New Delhi: United States’ National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) Artemis Il astronauts sent
stunning images of Earth as they approached closer to-
ward the moon.

Photo captured by Commander Reid Wiseman
showed a curved slice of Earth framed by the Orion
capsule’s window. A second image revealed the entire
globe, with its oceans crowned with white clouds and a
glowing green aurora, NASA said.The first astronaut
moonshot has been made in more than half a century,
according to multiple reports.

“In the image of Earth taken by the Artemis Il crew,
we can see the electric lights of human activity. In the
lower right, sunlight illuminates the limb of the planet,”
NASA captioned a photo on X platform.In the first photo,
a longer shutter speed had let in more light from Earth,
while the shorter shutter speed in the second photo
emphasised Earth’s nighttime glow.Another photo cap-
tured the stark divide between night and day on Earth,
known as the terminator.“Whether awake or dreaming,
we’re all here on this planet together,” the space agency
captioned it.
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EC forced into
damage-control mode

The damage-control exercise initiated by the Elec-
tion Commission in the wake of widespread criticism
over its handling of the revision of electoral rolls falls
short of public expectations. The show of unity put up
by the poll panel—Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar and Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi—by holding an all-member
meeting and later issuing a slew of clarifications has
not adequately addressed the issues pertaining to the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls across
the country. The core issue is whether the electoral
process is being conducted transparently, in accor-
dance with the law, and with adequate safeguards
against the wrongful exclusion of eligible voters. The
EC has not come up with a satisfying response to the
question of fixing accountability for the severe hard-
ships inflicted on citizens by the whimsical and authori-
tarian acts at the behest of the ruling dispensation. Not
surprisingly, the opposition parties and rights activists
are persisting with their demand for the resignation of
the CEC and a halt to the SIR process, which has al-
ready been completed in 20 States and Union Territo-
ries. The poll panel came under intense scrutiny fol-
lowing media reports revealing that the two Commis-
sioners—Sandhu and Joshi—had objected on record
at least 14 times over 10 months to decisions and or-
ders concerning the SIR exercise, including changes
to the statutory Form 6, the handling of additions and
deletions from electoral rolls and centralised control
over the electoral roll database. Apparently bowing to
public pressure, the EC has announced a slew of mea-
sures, including stopping physical hearings for un-
mapped voters or those with logical discrepancies in
their enumeration forms.It is a positive sign that the poll
panel has decided to allow those left out during the SIR
or thereafter to apply to the electoral registration officer
(ERO) concerned for inclusion of their names in the
electoral rolls. A special drive will immediately be
launched for their enrolment. A voter who receives a
notice need not undergo a bureaucratic ordeal merely
to prove a democratic entitiement. If officials can collect
documents at citizens’ homes and process applications
online, those mechanisms should be accessible, reli-
able and adequately staffed. When citizens’ names are
at risk of being deleted from voter lists, administrative
convenience cannot take precedence over accessibil-
ity, transparency and due process. The Commission
has announced home visits by Booth-Level Officers,
help-desks and special camps for vulnerable groups,
online hearings in exceptional cases and extensions
for filing claims and objections in Delhi and
Maharashtra. These steps could reduce the burden on
voters, particularly labourers, homeless citizens, and
the poor, who cannot navigate complicated proce-
dures. The decision to allow authorised family mem-
bers to participate in hearings is similarly practical.
However, implementation is a litmus test for the poll
body. The right to vote is too fundamental for citizens to
be left to the mercy of the administrative machinery.

6 months, 4 slain Punjal

An affair, a mom’s advice and a pilgrimage:
Plot behind a Karnataka man’s murder

When Nagesh'’s body surfaced in a stream on the
outskirts of Bengaluru, his death did not come as a shock
to many who knew him. The 36-year-old was known to be
an alcoholic, and his family and friends assumed he had
either died by suicide or accidentally fallen into the water.
The autopsy report, however, revealed two deep stab
wounds, including one that pierced his rib—and changed
the course of the police investigation, which revealed a
planned murder, and three accused known to Nagesh.The
case dates back to December 2013. Early on December
2, Lalitha M, a 30-year-old homemaker, returned to her
home in Mandur village, on the outskirts of Bengaluru,
after a three-day pilgrimage to Dharmasthala to find her
husband, Nagesh, missing. Nagesh drove trucks and taxis
for a living. When she tried contacting him on his mobile
phone, she realised it was switched off. Lalitha checked
with her neighbours and friends but no one had seen
Nagesh in the last three days.In the evening, an anxious
Lalitha visited the Avalahalli police station and reported
Nagesh missing. Police Sub-Inspector Srinivas took up
the investigation.The next day, a dead body was found
floating in a stream. The Avalahalli police were alerted.
“We learnt about the dead body at around 4.30 pm.
Nagesh’s brother, N M Raju, visited the spot,” recalled
Ramesh Kumar H B, then a police inspector. The Avalahalli
police station was under his charge.By then, the police
learnt that Nagesh was an alcoholic. Though people sug-
gested that he may have died by suicide or may have
fallen into the stream, Raju was unconvinced and re-
quested the police to investigate further.

A marriage in trouble: What the probe revealed“We
sent the body for post-mortem and started to gather infor-
mation about Nagesh and the people associated with him,”
Kumar said. The police learnt that on November 30, 2013,
Lalitha, her mother Jayamma, and her in-laws left
Bengaluru on a pilgrimage trip to Dharmasthala in a car
owned by Nagesh’s friend, Raja K. Raja’s brother Roopesh
was the driver. The police had a timeline: Nagesh could
have died between November 30 night and December 2
morning. The police also started scouring Nagesh’s call
detail records (CDR) and his phone location.A police of-
ficer who was part of the investigation said that by then
the ground intelligence they had collected revealed that
Nagesh and Lalitha had been dealing with marital trouble.
Lalitha was allegedly having an affair with Raja, who was
nine years younger to her. Nagesh had discovered the
extra-marital relationship and had warned Raja of dire
consequences, the police said.On December 4, the po-
lice received the autopsy report. It confirmed that Nagesh
had been murdered. There was an injury on the right side
of the neck and a deep stab would on the left side of the
chest that pierced his rib. There were other injuries too.A
look at the CDRs of Nagesh’s contacts revealed that be-
tween October 1, 2013, and December 2, 2013, Lalitha
and Raja were in constant touch with each other. “They
did not know about the autopsy report. We did not arrest
them immediately...we just followed their movements and

studied their behavioural pattern. Lalitha had convinced
relatives and neighbours that Raja fell into the lake and
died,” Kumar recalled.Meanwhile, the police started
speaking to people to determine who saw Nagesh the
last. S Vijay Kumar, Nagesh’s friend, told the police that
he had seen him around 9 pm on December 1 when he
was waiting for a bus. There were two other men with him,
he added. Vijay later identified Raja as one of the men,
the police said.

On December 9, the police arrested Lalitha and Raja,
who allegedly confessed during interrogation, revealing
the alleged involvement of Lalitha’s mother, how the pil-
grimage was planned as a cover-up, and details of the
crime.“Nagesh was an alcoholic. Raja, a driver, often vis-
ited their house. Over time, Lalitha and Raja fell in love.
When Nagesh found out, he was furious and assaulted
his wife. It was then that she decided to kill him,” Kumar
recalled. According to Kumar, Lalitha needed a second
opinion. “She approached her mother, Jayamma, who
gave her the green signal,” he added.Going to
Dharmasthala was a part of the plan. According to the
police, Raja hired his friend Arun Kumar, 22, to kill Nagesh.
He was paid Rs 10,000 and was assured that he would
get an additional Rs 10,000 after the murder. Raja also
bought a new mobile phone, which he planned to dis-
pose after the crime, Kumar recalled.Solving Crime
Karnataka driver murder 2013 Ramesh Kumar H B was a
police inspector in charge of the Avalahalli police station
when Nagesh’s body was found floating in a stream.

According to the prosecution, on December 1, 2013,
Nagesh called his wife and asked her when she would
return. At 7.30 pm, Raja and Arun arrived near Nagesh’s
house. The trio left on a bike and purchased liquor from a
five-star bar in Mandur by 9 pm.Around the same time,
Nagesh called Roopesh and told him he was drinking
with Raja and Arun—the last recorded contact he had
with anyone.The trip then travelled through a eucalyptus
grove behind the Prestige Villa Company near Mandur.
After getting Nagesh heavily intoxicated, Arun allegedly
stabbed him in the neck with a knife. When Nagesh tried
to flee, both accused allegedly grabbed him and forced
him to the ground. According to the police, Arun stabbed
him in the chest, while Raja strangled him, leading to his
death. Later, both of them allegedly carried the body and
threw it into the Yanakanakunte stream.

All 4 sentenced to life: The case in courtRamesh
Kumar, the investigating officer, filed a chargesheet nam-
ing four accused: Lalitha, Arun, Raja, and Jayamma. While
Lalitha, Raja, and Jayamma were released on bail in 2014,
Arun was released in January 2015.More than 12 years
after the incident, the second additional district and ses-
sions judge in Bengaluru rural district convicted all four to
life imprisonment on September 18, 2026.“As a result of
the acts of the accused...the daughters of the deceased
Nagesh have lost their father and consequently, they have
become orphans and dependents,” Judge Saraswathi K
N said.

While the defence counsel cited Jayamma’s age,
the judge cited the State of Himachal Pradesh vs Nirmal
Devi case judgement. “Imprisonment is one of the meth-
ods used to handle the convicts in such a way to protect
and prevent them to commit further crimes for a specific
period of time and also to prevent others from committing
crime on them out of vengeance. The concept of punish-
ing the criminals by imprisonment has recently been
changed to treatment and rehabilitation with a view to
modify the criminal tendency among them,” the bench
said.“There are many philosophies behind such sentenc-
ing justifying these penal consequences. The philosophi-
cal/jurisprudential justification can be retribution, incapaci-
tation, specific deterrence, general deterrence, rehabili-
tation, or restoration. Any of the above or a combination
thereof can be the goal of sentencing. Notwithstanding
the above theories of punishment, when it comes to sen-
tencing a person for committing a heinous crime, the de-
terrence theory as a rationale for punishing the offender
becomes more relevant.

police officers, and asUpy ~ Court lifts interim restraint on retired HC
judge from publishing or sharing material

chain police can't crack

A covert threat looms on law enforcers in Punjab as
four Punjab Police officials have been shot dead in cold
blood and one left injured in the past six months. With a
few of the perpetrators ‘neutralised’ and others arrested,
some police officials claim that “handlers based in Paki-
stan” are behind these attacks, allegedly using an already
laid out supply chain and smuggling network.

Police sources say that these handlers target local
drug addicts and unemployed individuals to carry out the
attacks — supplying them with weapons and asking them
to record the act — in return for financial gain.The series
of killings began on February 22, when Assistant Sub-
Inspector (ASI) Gurnam Singh and Home Guard Ashok
Kumar were shot at close range in Gurdaspur — barely a
kilometre from the zero line between India and Pakistan.
Police were quick to claim the involvement of Pakistan’s
ISI, alleging that local men had been recruited and paid to
carry out the killing. Three suspects were identified. Two
— Dilawar Singh and Inderjit Singh — were arrested. The
third, Ranijit Singh, was killed in a police encounter.Only
Inderjit Singh had a previous police record. Dilawar and
Ranijit — were working in Delhi — were lured by the prom-
ise of quick money. Later, police named Sukhjinder Singh,
alias Heera — a local businessman — as the financial
conduit for the operation, accusing him of routing Rs 8
lakh on the instructions of a handler abroad and charged
him under UAPA’s terror-financing provisions.By the time
the final chargesheet was filed on June 8, police had re-
versed course — stating no evidence had been found
against him and seeking his discharge — even as inter-
nal records reportedly indicated investigators had built a
detailed evidentiary trail. The supply of the weapon used
in the killing was never explained.Three months later, on
May 24, ASI Joga Singh, a 54-year-old traffic officer with
35 years of service, was intercepted and killed by two
motorcycle-borne shooters on the Fatehgarh Churian—
Majitha road. No arrest has been made in the case.DGP
Gaurav Yadav later claimed that the accused had been
identified; however, no information was made public. Two
days after Singh was killed, a group calling itself Tehreek-
e-Taliban Hindustan (TTH) claimed responsibility and
released a video of the killing. The same group also
claimed responsibility for the Gurdaspur attack.“Being in
the police force always carries a risk to life... However, no
one expected that a person heading home would be shot
down like that.

A district court in Chandigarh on Friday lifted “in-
terim restraint” on retired judge of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court Justice Ranjit Singh, which had prohibited
him from publishing or sharing material related to an al-
leged Rs 5-crore bribery demand, observing that a per-
son approaching the court must come with “clean
hands”.On September 8, the court had restrained Justice
Ranjit Singh, who heads the Punjab Human Rights
Organisation (PHRO), SAD leader Bikram Singh Majithia,
and Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira from publish-
ing, circulating, or making any “unverified defamatory con-
tent” over an alleged bribe demand by Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Singh Mann’s wife Gurpreet Kaur to se-
cure the release of an accused in a rape case.

Civil Judge (Junior Division) Dr Prikshit of
Chandigarh District Court had passed the order on a suit
filed by Gurpreet Kaur on September 8 after the retired
High Court judge — in a TV programme — and others
made comments about the alleged Rs 5 crore bribe de-
mand by Kaur. Gurpreet Kaur had alleged that Justice
Singh, Majithia and Khaira made baseless and defama-
tory allegations against her and circulated them on social
media, damaging her reputation.Justice Singh subse-
quently challenged the order, arguing that the complete
context of his remarks had not been placed before the
court.Challenging the order, Justice Singh’s counsel
Charanjit Singh Bakshi told the court that Justice Singh
had not independently made any allegation against
Gurpreet Kaur at the press conference, and that he had
only referred to allegations contained in proceedings be-
fore the High Court.The counsel placed before the court
the complete video of a press conference held on August
20, along with a relevant Punjab and Haryana High Court

order.After watching the complete press conference, the
court found that Justice Singh was not claiming personal
knowledge of any alleged demand of Rs 5 crore, and was
rather referring to allegations made in a petition pending
before the High Court.

The court, thus, observed that Justice Singh, as the
chairman of a human rights organisation, was dealing
with an issue concerning alleged human rights violations
and referring to the matter in that context.The court also
noted that the petitioner had not disclosed certain mate-
rial facts, while seeking the ex-parte relief. “A petitioner,
who conceals important facts from the court, cannot ques-
tion the conduct of another person, the court observed.The
Rs 5 crore bribery allegation stems from an alleged ab-
duction and rape case in Amritsar, in which the survivour’s
father approached the High Court, alleging that attempts
were being made to get the FIR cancelled.The High Court’s
July 20 order recorded allegations in pleadings that “a
person allegedly close to Gurpreet Kaur was involved
and that a demand of Rs 4-5 crore had been made for
securing cancellation of the FIR”. Gurpreet Kaur, how-
ever, denied the allegations as false and defamatory.

Justice Singh later referred to these allegations at a
press conference, making it clear that he was referring to
what had been stated in the High Court pleadings and
was not making the allegation from his personal
knowledge.While transferring the investigation to a se-
nior police officer, The High Court specifically said it was
not determining the truth of the allegations at that stage.

Fight arrested for clash inside
Kothagudem police station

Kothagudem: Police arrested eight persons for clash-
ing in the Kothagudem Three Town police station pre-
mises over a family dispute on Friday.

In a statement, Kothagudem DSP Adinarayana said
that while the district police were engaged in security du-
ties for the Ganesh immersion, two groups had come to
the police station regarding a family dispute involving
Koradala Kumar and his wife Vinoda

Maharashtra declares
drought in 265 tehsils, covers
nearly three fourths of state

Maharashtra on Saturday declared drought in 265
of the state’s 358 tehsils, covering nearly three fourths of
the state, after prolonged rainfall deficits and dry spells
affected crops across large parts of Maharashtra.The dec-
laration triggers an immediate assessment of crop losses
and a series of relief measures for farmers, including
waiver of land revenue, restructuring of crop loans and a
stay on recovery of agriculture related loans. Financial
assistance for crop damage, however, will be announced
separately after the assessment is completed.

The decision came two days after Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, following a tour of rain deficit areas,
said the government would soon issue the drought
notification.According to the Government Resolution, the
Agriculture Commissioner’s report found drought like con-
ditions in 265 talukas from June onwards due to rainfall
deficit and other factors. Trigger 1, defined as a continu-
ous dry spell of at least 21 days without significant rainfall
during the monsoon, has been found applicable in these
areas.

What does the declaration mean?

District Collectors have been directed to immediately
begin crop loss assessment through panchnamas. Offi-
cials have to document crop conditions, including photo-
graphs with GPS coordinates, and submit reports to the
government through the Agriculture Commissioner.The
assessment will form the basis for determining crop dam-
age assistance. The government has said financial assis-
tance to affected farmers will be announced through a
separate GR after the prescribed procedures are com-
pleted.

Agnimitra, Indranil among six
ministers relieved of BJP
organisational duties in rejig

- :
Among the key appointments
announced on Friday, actor-
cum-politician Anjana Basu was
named as the new state presi-
dent of the BJP Mahila Morcha,
replacing Phalguni Patra who
has been appointed state vice
president of the party.

The West Bengal BJP on Friday announced a major
organisational overhaul in its state wing, appointing fresh
faces across the organisation, from its Mahila, Yuva and
OBC morchas to district presidents and state secretaries.

According to the changes, made in line with the ‘one
individual, one post’ principle, six ministers, including
Tapas Roy, Jagannath Chattopadhyay, Agnimitra Paul,
Dipak Burman, Shankar Ghosh and Indranil Khan, were
relieved of their respective organisational responsibili-
ties in favour of their administrative commitments. How-
ever, Samik Bhattacharya remains state president and
Amitabha Chakraborty remains general secretary
(organisation), while Satish Dhand has been removed
from the post of co-general secretary (organisation).

The reshuffle comes a day after BJP and RSS lead-
ers held a high-level coordination meeting in New Delhi
to review the political setup in the state.Among the key
appointments announced on Friday, actor-cum-politician
Anjana Basu was named as the new state president of
the BJP Mahila Morcha, replacing Phalguni Patra who
has been appointed state vice president of the party.The
party’s Jadavpur MLA, Sharbari Mukherjee, who has
hogged the media spotlight in recent times over her com-
ments in connection with the unrest at the Jadavpur Uni-
versity campus was, removed from her position as one of
the state secretaries despite her not holding a portfolio in
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari’s council of ministers.The
party’s Amta MLA Amit Samanta replaced Behala West
leader and Sports and Youth Services minister Indranil
Khan as president of the BJP Yuva Morcha.Locket
Chatterjee and Bishnupur MP Soumitra Khan were ap-
pointed state general secretaries, while Darjeeling MP
Raju Bista was made vice-president. Chatterjee, a former
MP, has been relieved of her responsibilities in the party’s
Mahila Morcha.The party named two MPs Jyotirmay Singh
Mahato and Soumitra Khan as state general secretaries,
MLA Sanjay Singh as state vice president and MLAs
Dipanjan Guha and Sintu Senapati as state
secretaries.Anal Biswas, considered a close associate of
party’s state president Samik Bhattacharya, and Sanjay
Varma, perceived close to actor and former BJP Rajya
Sabha member Mithun Chakraborty, were also named
state secretaries.

Changes have also been made in the OBC Morcha.
Ajit Das, who was in charge of OBC Morcha was given the
post of secretary, while he was replaced by Falta MLA
Dhananjay Ghosh. Bishwajit Biswas has come in as a
new face in charge of the SC Morcha.The party also named
fresh convenors in nine Bibhags (branches) Siliguri,
Malda, North and South 24 Parganas, Howrah-Hooghly,
Medinipur, Purulia, Bardhaman and Nabadwip across the
state.According to sources, changes were made in the
remaining districts as well. In Bangaon, Nipen Biswas
has been brought in to replace Bikash Ghosh. Rajib Poddar
was the BJP district president in Barasat. He has been
replaced by Dipankar Chakraborty. In Sreerampur, Shashi
Singh has been brought in to replace Suman Ghosh.In
Arambagh, MLA Prashanta Digar has been brought in in
place of Sushanta Bera.
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After resigning as UK PM, Keir Starmer to UK has billions in contracts with firms tied
stand down as MP: ‘Will focus on...’

Former United Kingdom Prime Minister Keir Starmer
announced on Tuesday that he will stand down as mem-
ber of Parliament from MP for Holborn and St Pancras,
reported local newspaper Camden New Journal.Starmer
said that he will turn his focus to other things such as
defence and international affairs."l will now focus on other
things and that will be international affairs including de-
fence, security, trade and technology in a fast-changing
world," he was quoted as saying.

Following this move, which comes after speculation
over whether Starmer will stay as MP after resigning as
PM, a by-election will be conducted in London's Holborn

and St Pancras parliamentary constituency.Starmer an-
nounced his resignation as UK PM and Labour Party
leader on June 22 and was succeeded by Andy Burnham,
who took office on July 20.Starmer, after his resignation,
had told BBC that will continue as MP until next general
elections in the country. However, in his statement on
Tuesday, he said that he was “ready to pass the baton to
a successor” and to focus on “other things”.

“I will also continue, as | have done for a long time
now with others, to work on combating violence against
women and girls; that is an issue that matters to me
hugely,” he said.“It's work | started before | became an
MP and it's work I'm keen to continue after I'm an MP. So
international affairs on the one hand, and continuing my
work on violence against women and girls on the other,”
he added.Starmer served as director of public prosecu-
tions, the UK’s top public-sector prosecutor, before start-
ing his Parliament stint in 2015 and leading the Labour
Party from 2019 to 2026.In 2024 general elections,
Starmer secured a landslide victory but soon saw his
popularity plummet. Facing a sharp decline in poll rat-
ings, Starmer announced his resignation as Labour
leader in June this year and was succeeded by Andy
Burnham.Meanwhile, Burnham will face lawmakers in
the House of Commons on Tuesday for the first time since
taking office six weeks ago.

What to know about the US
primary election in Massachusetts

Voters in the US state of Massachusetts head to the
polls on Tuesday for a primary election featuring a closely
watched United States Senate contest between Demo-
cratic incumbent Senator Ed Markey and US Represen-
tative Seth Moulton.The race is the latest contest that pits
the Democratic Party’s progressive and moderate wings
against each other. But in a twist, Moulton, the challenger,
is part of the moderate New Democrat Coalition, while
Markey, the longtime progressive incumbent, is fighting
to hold on to his seat.Voters will also decide competitive
Democratic primaries in the 6th and 8th Congressional
Districts, as well as races for the state’s governor, state
legislature, and district attorney.

What time do polls open and close in Massachu-
setts?

In the 6th District, voters will choose a Democratic
nominee to succeed Moulton. The top contenders include
former local election official Dan Koh, financial technol-
ogy executive John Beccia, and Massachusetts State Rep-
resentative Tram Nguyen.Koh enters Tuesday as the
leading fundraiser, with about $4.7m in contributions, and
has endorsements from former US President Joe Biden
and former Vice President Kamala Harris. Nguyen has
raised about $895,000, while Beccia has boosted his
campaign’s spending power with a $4m personal
loan.The winner will face Republican Micah Jones, who
is unopposed for his party’s nomination.

In the 8th District, 13-term Democratic incumbent
Representative Stephen Lynch, 71, faces a primary chal-
lenge from progressive attorney Patrick Roath, 39, who
is endorsed by Leaders We Deserve, the political action
committee (PAC) headed by gun-safety activist and po-
litical organiser David Hogg.Roath has criticised the cen-
trist voting record of Lynch, who broke with Democrats to
vote against former US President Barack Obama’s Af-
fordable Care Act in March 2010, and who was
Massachusetts’s only congressional member to vote for
current US President Donald Trump’s Laken Riley Act,
which requires federal law enforcement to detain and
deport immigrants who have been charged with nonvio-
lent crimes regardless of whether those charges ever
result in a conviction.The winner will face a midterm elec-
tion against Republican Robert Burke, who runs uncon-
tested and who lost his 2024 bid for Congress to
Lynch.Get instant alerts and updates based on your in-
terests. Be the first to know when big stories happen.

In the gubernatorial race, the Democratic primary is
effectively uncontested, with incumbent Governor Maura
Healey running for the Democratic nomination, but with
two Republican candidates vying for Healey’s seat. Brian
Shortsleeve and Michael Roger Minogue, who are run-
ning in the GOP primary, are both military veterans with
business backgrounds. The most notable difference be-
tween the two candidates is that Shortsleeve backs abor-
tion rights, while Minogue does not. Both of them have
supported Trump.

Who is running in the Massachusetts US Senate
primary?

The biggest statewide contest is the Democratic US

Senate primary between Markey and Moulton.Markey is
seeking a third full term, but faces a primary challenge
from Moulton.Markey, who turned 80 in July, entered the
US Senate in 2013 after nearly 37 years in the US House
of Representatives. He last faced a competitive primary
in 2020, when he defeated then-Representative Joseph
Kennedy IIl by 10 points. Moulton, a six-term congress-
man and Marine Corps veteran, briefly sought the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination in 2020.Age has been a
central theme of Moulton’s campaign. Markey, who turned
80 in July, is the oldest Senate Democrat running for re-
election this year. Moulton, 47, has called for “genera-
tional change” in the Democratic Party, and argues that
Markey is too old to represent a generation confronting
challenges like artificial intelligence (Al).

Markey came under pressure during a recent de-
bate, when he was asked whether he uses Al platforms
such as ChatGPT or Claude in his work. Markey re-
sponded that he uses whatever is available through his
iPhone or iPad, saying he did not know which compa-
nies his devices might be using.Moulton seized on the
exchange, arguing that leaders need to understand the
technologies they will be responsible for
regulating.“Senator, if you don’t even know what you're
using on your phone or your iPad, this is why we need a
new generation of leaders to regulate these technolo-
gies,” Moulton said, calling Markey’s loose grasp of tech-
nology “potentially disqualifying”.Markey defended his
record on technology, arguing that familiarity with indi-
vidual Al products is less important than establishing safe-
guards around the technology. He has pointed to legisla-
tion addressing Al’s effects on children, workers, civil rights
and the environment.

Markey has won the endorsement of the High School
Democrats of America and the College Democrats of
America, as well as support from prominent progressives
including US Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
of New York and Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont.
Markey also has the support of US Senator Elizabeth
Warren, a fellow Democrat from Massachusetts.“Ed
Markey is one of the strongest progressive voices in the
United States Senate,” Sanders said in his endorsement
of Markey.

World needs India’s ‘third way’ to tackle conflicts,
environmental crisis: Mohan Bhagwat

Toronto: RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat has said the
world needs an Indian “third way” to address conflict,
environmental degradation and the tension between in-
dividual well-being and social progress.Addressing more
than 2,000 Hindus and friends of the community in the
Greater Toronto Area, Bhagwat said humanity had
achieved unprecedented scientific progress but had of-
ten used it for destructive purposes.“There are so many
conflicts. Ecology, environment, it is in danger. World is
in a dilemma. Nations are there, but then nations quar-
rel,” he said. He warned that the pursuit of national
progress could sometimes come at the expense of other
countries. “So if we talk of national progress, it may mean
the calamity for other nations,” Bhagwat said.The RSS
Sarsanghchalak cited the splitting of the atom as an ex-
ample of scientific achievement being directed first to-
wards destructive ends. “Clean energy is on second place.
Weapons of mass restrictions, they are with the priority.
We use the atom first for those,” he said.

Bhagwat said prevailing models often presented in-
dividual happiness and social well-being as competing
objectives. “If an individual has to be happy, society has
to suffer. If we try to create a happy society, individuals
have to be current. What is the way?” he asked. “There
has to be a third way, and this new third way is ancient
very old way of Hindustan,” he said.Bhagwat described
that alternative as a worldview in which the individual,
society and nature could advance together without harm-
ing one another. He said it arose from the recognition of
an underlying unity across humanity and the natural

world. “Individual society and the environment can
progress together without harming each other,” he said.
“We can earn livelihood. We can satisfy our desires with-
out forgetting the salvation, real- realising ultimate reality
through Dharma. We can do it.”He distinguished dharma
from a particular religious practice or form of worship.
“That is not worship. That is sustenance. That is balance.
That is looking towards everybody as their own,” Bhagwat
said. He also argued that Hindu identity could not be
restricted to a single language, belief system or way of
living.“When | say Hindu, the word Hindu cannot be de-
fined by any specific language, through any specific wor-
ship, or through any living style,” he said. “All these are
there. These are diversities of human beings. Hindus re-
spect all, Hindus accept all. They don’t mind,” he added.
Bhagwat said differences were natural and should be
respected. They should not, however, obscure the es-
sential unity connecting people and the rest of creation.
“Diversity is natural. Unity is the reality,” he said.“You
have to tackle with natural, keeping mind, keeping in mind
the reality.” He said this understanding could help na-
tions prosper without weakening others. It could also al-
low societies to cooperate in advancing humanity and
protecting creation. “All the nations will thrive, will pros-
per, will cooperate, will contribute to the human progress
and progress of the creation,” he said.Bhagwat called for
introspection instead of treating disagreements as a con-
test in which only one side could be correct.“Whether you
are right, whether | am right. Both are right and both have
some wrongs,” he said.

to illegal Israe

At least 17 companies linked to illegal Israeli settle-
ments in the occupied West Bank hold United Kingdom
public-sector contracts worth more than 2.1 billion pounds
($2.85bn), an Al Jazeera investigation reveals.The find-
ings come as more than 140 UK Labour MPs are calling
on the government to ban trade with illegal Israeli settle-
ments, a move Prime Minister Andy Burnham is consid-
ering.

Our analysis of procurement records, company fil-
ings and corporate disclosures found that businesses
named by the United Nations over their involvement in
illegal Israeli settlements — and companies those busi-
nesses ultimately own or control as subsidiaries — have
secured contracts across the British public sector, includ-
ing in areas such as road maintenance, transport, emer-
gency services and driving licensing.“Evidence is grow-
ing that the UK may be in breach of its international obli-
gations ... by continuing to contract with entities identi-
fied by the UN as providing assistance of this sort,”
Stephen Humphreys, professor of international law at the
London School of Economics, told Al Jazeera.Data com-
piled by public procurement analysts Tussell, and shared
with Al Jazeera, shows the 17 companies and entities
hold 125 public-sector contracts with a combined award
value of 2.129 billion pounds ($2.89bn).

Companies owned by Motorola Solutions, the
United States technology and communications giant,
account for more than 1.7 billion pounds ($2.3bn) of the
total — the vast majority through its British subsidiary Air-
wave Solutions. Other contracts we reviewed are held by
firms within four other corporate groups including Heidel-
berg Materials, a German multinational building materi-
als company; the French engineering group Egis; the
Spanish train manufacturer CAF and Chinese conglom-
erate Fosun.A report by the United Nations Human Rights
Office identifies the five corporate groups as involved in
business activities related to illegal Israeli settlements.

Heidelberg Materials’ Israeli subsidiary owns a
quarry on Palestinian land in the occupied West Bank,
while Motorola is embedded in the security infrastructure
of illegal settlements. Egis and CAF are involved in
Jerusalem’s expanding light-rail network — a project ac-
tivists say entrenches Israel’s control by integrating settle-
ments into the city while further fragmenting Palestinian
neighbourhoods.Fosun International, whose subsidiary
Breas Medical receives UK public money, also owns the
controversial Israeli cosmetics manufacturer Ahava, which
operates in the Mitzpe Shalem illegal settlement in the
occupied West Bank. Civil rights groups, including the
Palestinian Solidarity Campaign in the UK, decry Ahava
as a firm that is “complicit” in the theft of Palestinian land
and livelihoods.Meanwhile, violence is escalating in the
occupied West Bank.

Get instant alerts and updates based on your inter-
ests. Be the first to know when big stories happen.In July
2024, the International Court of Justice found Israel’s con-
tinued presence in the occupied Palestinian territory un-
lawful and said it must end “as rapidly as possible”. The
court also placed obligations on other states “not to ren-
der aid or assistance in maintaining the situation created
by Israel’s illegal presence in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory”. That raises questions over Britain’s continued
commercial relationships with the companies identified
in Al Jazeera’s investigation, observers said.

‘UK government is propping up
apartheid’Humphreys believes that Britain may also be
failing to meet its legal obligations by “failing to launch its
own investigation into their activities, with a view to pre-
venting them if necessary”.The UK has also warned busi-
nesses against bidding for construction tenders in illegal
settlements.“Businesses should not consider bidding for
construction tenders,” a government statement issued this
month said, warning of “legal and reputational conse-
quences” and the risk of involvement in “serious breaches
of international law”.

Former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn said Al
Jazeera’s findings expose a contradiction between the
UK'’s stated position and its economic ties.“Quite simply,
the UK government is propping up apartheid,” Corbyn
told Al Jazeera. “Every day, the UK deepens its complic-
ity in Israel’s economy of occupation and, in turn, Israel’s
economy of genocide.”settler attacksThe Cabinet Office
told Al Jazeera that individual public authorities make
decisions to exclude suppliers case-by-case for each
contract. It said public procurement in the UK should not
be used to boycott suppliers linked to other countries
unless formal UK sanctions, embargoes or restrictions
are in place.Here’s what we found about some of the
companies involved in settlement trade:

Motorola Solutions: Tech embedded in illegal
settlementsThe UN identifies Motorola in connection with
two settlement-related activities: the “supply of security
services, equipment and materials to enterprises operat-
ing in settlements” and the “provision of services and
utilities supporting the maintenance and existence of
settlements, including transport”.Al Jazeera contacted the
Motorola Solutions group for comment but received no
response.lt is the largest beneficiary of UK public money
that we investigated.

Motorola’s subsidiaries are entrusted with provid-
ing communications equipment to the emergency ser-
vices in the UK. The largest contract identified by Al
Jazeera is held by Airwave Solutions, a Motorola subsid-
iary. The Home Office awarded Airwave an extension
worth 1.562 billion pounds ($2.13bn) to provide the se-
cure communications network used by police, fire and
ambulance services across England, Scotland and
Wales. Motorola Solutions UK separately holds contracts
worth 123.9 million pounds ($170m), including a 36.5-
million-pound ($49.8m) Ministry of Defence contract for
Airwave radios, accessories and airtime.Five companies
now ultimately controlled by Motorola Solutions Inc — Air-
wave Solutions Ltd, Motorola Solutions UK Ltd, CRFS
Ltd, 3TC Software Ltd and Noggin IT Ltd — hold 91 active

li settlements

UK public-sector contracts worth 1.726 billion pounds
($2.3bn), according to the latest Tussell data.Motorola
Solutions Inc and its Israeli subsidiary, Motorola Solu-
tions Israel Ltd, were included when the UN Human
Rights Office first published its database of businesses
involved in specified settlement-related activities in 2020.
Both remain in its latest version.

Official records provide a glimpse of how the
company’s technology has been embedded in
settlements.Tenders from Mateh Binyamin Regional
Council and the municipal corporation of Ariel, both ille-
gal settlements, show Motorola command-and-control
technology being used in security and surveillance infra-
structure.

Motorola equipment has also been bought by the
Israeli Civil Administration, the military body through
which Israel administers civilian affairs in the occupied
West Bank.In 2005, the UN reported that Motorola sup-
plied surveillance systems to settlements including
Hebron, Karmei Tzur and Bracha.Motorola’s relationship
with the Israeli authorities continues today. An lIsraeli
government procurement document obtained by Al
Jazeera shows Motorola Solutions Israel was awarded a
25.5-million-shekel ($8.7m) contract in May 2026 to main-
tain approximately 19,000 police radios and provide en-
cryption licences until April 2028.

Heidelberg Materials: A controversial quarry on oc-
cupied landThe UN has listed Heidelberg Materials over
the commercial use of natural resources in occupied Pal-
estinian territory.In Britain, five Heidelberg Materials com-
panies hold 25 public-sector contracts worth 184.79 mil-
lion pounds ($252m). Almost all of that — 179.03 million
pounds ($244m) — is held by Hanson Quarry Products
Europe Ltd. Its contracts include 60 million pounds
($81.9m) from Westmorland and Furness Council for road
surfacing and highway works between 2024 and 2027,
and a 50-million-pound ($68.3m) surfacing maintenance
contract with Somerset Council.lts Israeli subsidiary,
Hanson lIsrael, owns the Nahal Raba quarry, south of
Qalgilya in the West Bank. The quarry sits on land be-
longing to the Palestinian villages of az-Zawiya and Rafat,
according to Who Profits.

An official Civil Administration planning notice re-
viewed by Al Jazeera shows a proposal was approved to
expand the site.Who Profits, a group that researches links
between the private sector and the economy in the Is-
raeli-occupied territories, said the approval was granted
on May 28, 2025.Heidelberg told Al Jazeera that in 2023,
Hanson Israel “ceased all activities at the Nahal Raba
quarry and the associated asphalt plant and ready-mix
concrete plant”, adding that only security personnel are
present on site.

Egis: Selling transport infrastructure that supports
settlementsFrench engineering group Egis provides an-
other type of connection via transport infrastructure link-
ing illegal Israeli settlements in occupied East Jerusalem
with the rest of the city.The UN lists Egis in connection
with the “provision of services and utilities supporting the
maintenance and existence of settlements, including
transport”.Egis’s own material shows that its involvement
in Jerusalem’s expanding light-rail network continues
today, with the company website advertising a job for an
engineering expert based in Jerusalem on its light-rail
projects.

A general view shows Jerusalem's light rail tram as
it passes by the old city's walls in Jerusalem November
13, 2014. If there has been a constant target of Palestin-
ian attacks during weeks of unrest in Jerusalem, it is the
city's Light Rail, a sleek tram that snakes through down-
town, past the ancient walls of the Old City, symbolically
uniting the Jewish West and the Arab East, an area Israel
captured in a 1967 war. Launched in 2011, the project
was hailed as a piece of infrastructure that would trans-
form the city, bringing Israelis and Palestinians closer
through shared public rail transport. While in some ways
that has happened, the past few months have torn that
cosmopolitan picture apart. Picture taken November 13,
2014. REUTERS/Ronen Zvulun (JERUSALEM - Tags:
TRANSPORT POLITICS CIVIL UNREST TPX IMAGES
OF THE DAY)ATTENTION EDITORS: PICTURE 01 OF
26 PICTURES FOR WIDER IMAGE STORY 'RIDING THE
FINE LINE' SEARCH TRAM RONEN' FOR ALL IMAGES

A general view shows Jerusalem’s light rail tram as
it passes by the old city’s walls in Jerusalem November
13, 2014 [Ronen Zvulun/Reuters]Jerusalem Transporta-
tion Master Plan procurement documents from 2017 also
identify Egis Rail as its general consultant, responsible
for supervising and coordinating planning and design
work on the Blue and Green lines.

Jerusalem’s light rail crosses into occupied East
Jerusalem and links illegal Israeli settlements there with
West Jerusalem. UN reports have described the railway
as “additional infrastructure serving the illegal settlement
network” and said it further isolates occupied East Jerusa-
lem from the rest of the occupied West Bank.Egis told Al
Jazeera it “formally expressed its disagreement with this
inclusion” in the UN database.In Britain, five companies
and entities controlled by Egis hold six public-sector con-
tracts worth 133.60 million pounds ($182.4m). Almost the
entire amount comes from a single contract, with the Driver
and Vehicle Licensing Agency awarding Egis Projects
UK Ltd a 133.23-million-pound ($181.9m) contract for
enforcement services across Britain. Egis businesses also
hold UK public contracts, including Galson Sciences,
Helios Technology, Egis Transport Solutions and archi-
tecture practice WestonWilliamson+Partners.

CAF: Constructing project to continue into 2027Span-
ish train manufacturer CAF is also involved in
Jerusalem’s light-rail network. The company has dis-
closed that the 1.8-billion-euro ($2.10bn) Jerusalem
project was awarded in 2019 to TransJerusalem J-Net
Ltd, a firm owned 50 percent by CAF and 50 percent by
Israeli construction business Shapir.

CAF said the project includes construction of the
Green Line and extension of the existing Red Line, “which
partially run through East Jerusalem”. The construction
phase is expected to continue until 2027.The UN identi-
fies CAF over the “supply of equipment and materials
facilitating the construction and the expansion of settle-
ments” and the “use of natural resources, in particular
water and land, for business purposes”.

Al Jazeera contacted CAF for comment but received
no response.Meanwhile, CAF has an extensive relation-
ship with Britain’s public sector, including supplying trams
for one of the country’s major urban networks. The West
Midlands Combined Authority awarded CAF an 83.5-mil-
lion-pound ($114m) contract for a new generation of trams
for the West Midlands Metro. The contract runs until De-
cember 2027, according to Tussell data.Fosun:
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How to pay for the poor world to go green

The trickiest issue facing the climate negotiations at
COP29, which began in Baku on November 11th, goes
by the opaque name of the “new collective quantified
goal”’ (NCQG), mainly because that is more dignified than
“bigger pile of money”. The NCQG is meant to replace
the longstanding goal of an annual $100bn a year in
climate finance from richer countries to poorer ones. It is
supposed to be in place by next year, when all countries
are expected to say what they are going to do to cut emis-
sions in the next ten years.A small NCQG, say some de-
veloping countries, means less ambitious plans. The
chances of a large one, though, look slim. In part that is
because rich countries dragged their feet over the old
smaller goal. In part it is because Donald Trump,
America’s president-elect, is a climate sceptic who wants
to spend less abroad. And in part it is because negotia-
tors from all sides tend to make the optics dire whether or
not there is progress to be made.

If the negotiators can get their act together, though,
there is a significant win to be had. Paying for poor coun-
tries to go green should cost less than is widely thought.
Moreover, robust channels exist to raise and deploy the
money.To estimate the developing world’s requirements
in climate finance, economists add together three financ-
ing needs. One is the amount of public money necessary
to spark enough private investment in renewable energy.
Another comprises compensation paid to poor countries
for shutting coal plants (which pollute a lot) while keep-
ing rainforests untouched (allowing for carbon to be
stored). Both are crucial to keep net emissions under
control. The third bucket—which includes “adaptation”
funding to cope with a warmer planet—pursues a differ-
ent goal. It is obviously necessary; it is also an inherently
fuzzier category, and one where developing and devel-
oped countries sit far apart.

Excluding adaptation finance from this budget makes
the picture clearer. Take the funds to foster renewables
first. One of the developing world’s problems is that build-
ing lots of solar farms and wind turbines requires a great
deal of up-front capital that private investors, cagey about
putting money into risky markets, are unwilling to pro-
vide. Commercial lenders, for their part, often charge ex-
tortionate rates. The good news is that, in many of these
countries, a little help from public backers can go a long
way towards luring investors and slashing borrowing
costs. The Energy Transitions Commission (ETC), a think-
tank, estimates that yearly climate investments in the de-
veloping world (excluding China) need to triple to $900bn

Birthing targ

to keep global temperatures from rising by more than 2°C
above pre-industrial levels. Most of this will come from
governments and the private sector, but development
banks’ green subsidies will also need to rise, from $50bn
now to $144bn.This is not a benefit that can be achieved
by simply lending to renewable ventures at bargain rates.
That would lock in a lot of capital in each transaction and
create opportunity costs. Better to provide commercial
lenders and investors with guarantees, where a public
entity offers to take losses should a project fail to make its
promised returns. Those instruments are in fashion: in
February the World Bank launched a fund to double loan
guarantees to $20bn by 2030. Regional development
banks have also clubbed together to provide insurance
for green projects and ease repayment schedules.

To encourage developing countries to ditch coal
power and keep trees alive—the second aim—rich coun-
tries have few options other than offering money. The ETC
reckons that, to stick to 2°C of global warming, such hand-
outs must reach $300bn by 2030. Together with subsi-
dies needed to jumpstart renewable projects, this means
rich countries must mobilise around half a trillion dollars
each year by the end of the decade. Some of this would
end up not being spent, as guarantees are intended only
as safety-nets. Yet most estimates reckon that adaptation
needs could end up doubling the amounts required.How
should climate funds be disbursed? A package of bilat-
eral deals between rich and developing countries would
expose funding to geopolitical whims and make it hard to
track total commitments. It would probably be wasteful,
too, as rich-world governments seek a return on their in-
vestments by demanding that the money is used to pur-
chase their own equipment. Creating new multilateral in-
stitutions, on the other hand, could end in failure, as rich
countries hesitate to trust them and would-be sharehold-
ers squabble over terms and conditions. Specialised in-
stitutions launched in recent decades are struggling to
take off: the Green Climate Fund, the biggest such ven-
ture, has disbursed only $16bn since it opened in 2010.1t
would be wiser to entrust the World Bank with such a
mission. That would require the lender to grow: the ETC’s
recommended climate-finance pot is worth about six times
what the bank doles out in a year. The institution could
borrow a bit more against its equity without damaging its
credit rating. On October 15th Ajay Banga, its president,
announced that it would decrease its equity ratio to 18%
of its borrowing, down from 19%, which, along with his
other reforms, will free up $15bn a year. The bank would
need a mighty capital injection, too. Geopolitical tensions
complicate the task. China is unlikely to be more gener-
ous without more of a say, and America refuses to give up
its veto over the institution’s decisions.Sticking with the
status quo would be a huge wasted opportunity. Rich coun-
tries would get a much bigger bang for their buck—in
terms of global emissions reductions—by spending money
in the global south. The financial channels and the instru-
ments exist, and the will is there. In an interview with The
Economist, Mr Banga says he wants 45% of its lending to
go to helping poor countries reduce emissions rather than
alleviate poverty (triple the current ratio). On November
12th, multilateral development lenders including the World
Bank pledged to increase their climate finance to $120bn
by 2030 (including $42bn for adaptation).

ets must go

beyond maternal survival

One of India’s greatest public health successes has
been the dramatic fall in maternal and infant mortality
throughout the 21st century. The Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) in India — maternal deaths per 100,000 live births
— that was 384 in 2000 had fallen to 103 by 2020. There
is much more access to modern health care. In 2019-
2021, 89% of babies were born in hospitals and other
health care institutions, compared to just 41% in 2005-
2006. The quality of care has improved within institutions
as well, saving even more lives.

But is it enough that more women and infants sur-
vive?

As United-States-based maternal health expert Neel
Shah says, survival is just the floor of what people de-
serve during childbirth. We should be aiming for the ceil-
ing — not only survival, but also good health and quality
of life; dignified, respectful, and positive birthing experi-
ences; and memories of fulfillment and joy at the arrival of
a new family member.To get to that aspirational ceiling,
we have to understand the three key challenges in India’s
maternal health landscape.First, we must address the
problem of ‘too little, too late,” that is, inadequate care, or
delayed care. For example, not having access to skilled
health care providers, medical facilities, ambulances, or
drugs. Despite overall national progress, vast swathes of
the country still suffer from too little, too late. We are still
losing too many mothers and babies.

Second is the issue of ‘too much, too soon’, which
refers to the problem of routine over-medicalisation; un-
necessary use of harmful and non-evidence-based inter-
ventions; and the use of interventions that can be life-
saving when used appropriately, but detrimental when
overused. Pregnancy and childbirth are physiologic pro-
cesses, not an illness. Too much, too soon leads to un-
necessary morbidity for the mother and newborn. In India,
this can be seen in extremely high rates of Caesarean-

sections (C-sections), labour inductions, augmentations,
and episiotomies. Public health research suggests ideal
C-section rates are in the range of 10-19%. India’s na-
tionwide private sector C-section rate is 47%, and many
states and districts cross 80%.Third, Disrespect & Abuse
(D&A) of pregnant women and women in labour is ram-
pant across India, with an estimated prevalence of around
71%. D&A is an inherent violation of human rights. It takes
several forms, such as physical and verbal abuse, a lack
of informed consent, a lack of privacy, and a lack of confi-
dentiality. It is present in varying degrees based on the
facility type, and is compounded by factors like caste and
socio-economic status. Widespread D&A leaves women
feeling disempowered. It also reduces willingness to seek
institutional health care, which, in turn, drives up
mortality.Neither poor quality of care, nor D&A, are limited
to low-income settings. Usage of harmful, outdated prac-
tices happens across India, and even privileged women
thus bear a lot of unnecessary morbidity. Moreover, women
in elite urban hospitals also experience D&A, particularly
through a lack of informed consent and a lack of bodily
autonomy. While they may be consenting to procedures
and interventions in a legal sense, this is often after being
misled through fear-based consent processes in which
the true benefits and risks are not conveyed.

The barriers women face in maternity care are com-
plex. It is an issue that suffers from sitting at the intersec-
tion of India’s challenges in both women’s
disempowerment and health care. Women suffer from
public health shortcomings, just as men do, but face addi-
tional mistreatment. Moreover, women often have low
bargaining power within their own households, which
makes it difficult for them to demand high-quality or re-
spectful care.We need to situate the maternal health con-
versation within the larger feminist debates on bodily au-
tonomy and women’s rights.

Why world must call for peace in Ukraine

g T -

Russia’s war on Ukraine completed a thousand days
on Tuesday. That it has continued so long makes it a
standing testimony to the ineffectiveness of international
bodies such as the United Nations. Since February 24,
2022, when Russian President Vladimir Putin announced
a full-fledged invasion of Ukraine, at least 12,162 civil-
ians, including 659 children, have been killed in Ukraine,
as per the UN human rights office, OHCHR. Thousands of
Russian and Ukrainian combatants have also been killed
in the fighting. Cities such as Mariupol have been bombed
to dust and at least six million Ukrainians have sought
refuge in other countries. The war indicates a stalemate in
global power politics: Russia has weathered the sanc-
tions storm with help from allies such as China — and
even India, which has refused to stop doing business with
Moscow despite the nudge from the West — but it failed to
defeat Kyiv’s over-stretched army, which, of course, has

been embellished with weapons from Nato nations. The
global economy has been hit by the Russian blockade of
Ukrainian ports affecting wheat supplies and Nato sanc-
tions on Russian oil and gas.Now, the war may have
entered a deadlier phase. Recently, the outgoing US
president, Joe Biden, gave the nod to Kyiv to use Ameri-
can long-range missiles that can strike inside Russia,
which Ukraine did on Tuesday. The same day, Putin en-
dorsed a nuclear doctrine that allows Moscow to launch
nuclear weapons at non-nuclear powers. Clearly, nei-
ther power is willing to de-escalate or factor in a possible
nuclear catastrophe. European nations, which have now
become frontline States in the war, a first since World
War II, have much to lose if the conflict escalates. The
global community must talk with Russia, address its fears
about Nato, and negotiate peace with Ukraine. Moscow
should realise it would only be enhancing its status as a

How SC read the right to
property and its limits

The Constitution of India is a document of compro-
mises, which was drafted by a Constituent Assembly
whose members had diverse — and sometimes — com-
peting sets of interests. One of the starkest examples of
the compromise nature of the document — when it was
enacted — could be found in its property rights clauses.
The Constituent Assembly was aware of the deeply un-
equal property structures that the country was inheriting
from its colonial history, and the urgent need for land re-
form. This is reflected in various provisions of the Direc-
tive Principles of State Policy, which mandate the State to
undertake policies that would lead to a more egalitarian
distribution of resources among the country’s people. At
the same time, however, the Constituent Assembly was
wary of radical change: They wanted incremental change
that could be controlled from above. The Constitution,
therefore, also contained a set of enforceable rights that
would serve as guardrails within which the legislature
could pursue its reformatory policies — but not beyond.
These included a fundamental right to property, a require-
ment that land acquisition only be for a public purpose,
and accompanied by compensation, and so on.

The initial years of the Constitution saw multiple
amendments to the text, as Parliament saw its land reform
laws often stymied by Supreme Court judgments that held
that the property clauses had been violated. However,
Parliament continued to keep the basic structure of the
property clauses intact, even as it tried to exclude judicial
review over its laws.This position changed with the ad-
vent of the 1970s. There were two reasons for this. The
first was the rise to power of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
whose main plank was top-down economic populism, with
little patience for institutions that stood in the way. The
second was a change in the composition of the Supreme
Court: The 1970s saw the appointment of judges who
were either unwilling to confront Indira Gandhi, or were
largely in agreement with her ideology. In this decade,
therefore, the government-driven constitutional amend-
ments grew broader and more sweeping, attempting to
undo the property rights framework of the original Consti-
tution; at the same time, the Court’s interventions grew
more limited, although they did not die out (this was the
decade when the Court articulated the famous basic struc-
ture doctrine).

The high water-mark of this era came in a judgment
called State of Karnataka vs Ranganatha Reddy. In this
case, Justice Krishna lyer held that when Article 39(b) of
the Constitution (a Directive Principle) directed the State
to ensure “that the ownership and control of the material
resources of the community are so distributed as best to
sub serve the common good”, the term “material resources
of the community” included all private property that served
any material need. This holding was important because
Article 31C of the Constitution stipulated that laws directed
towards securing the purposes of Articles 39(b) and (c) of
the Constitution were immune from scrutiny under Articles
14 (right to equality) and 19 (rights to freedom). In layper-
sons’ terms, this holding granted sweeping immunity to
nationalisation — including the nationalisation of private
property.

The irony, of course, is that Justice Krishna lyer’s
judgment was soon overtaken by events. Soon after, the
Indian State began to move away from a command-and-
control economy, a break that was formalised in 1991.
Thus, Ranganatha Reddy stood as something of an
anachronism: It vested broad powers in the State, but the
State was no longer keen on using them.Earlier this month,
a nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court resolved the
anachronism by formally overruling Ranganatha Reddy
in Property Owners Association vs State of Maharashtra.
Writing for the majority, the Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud held that some private prop-
erty could indeed amount to “material resources of the
community”, but not all private property. CJI Chandrachud
also laid down certain indicators to determine when “pri-
vate property” would meet this test: These were the na-
ture of the resource, its impact on the community, its scar-
city, and the consequence of the resource being concen-

trated in the hands of private players. In an individual
case, a court could apply this test to the facts at hand, and
determine if Article 31A was attracted or not.Justice
Chandrachud framed his holding as being based on the
premise that the Constitution did not encode any one
economic ideology (such as that of socialism). This is no
doubt correct. However, it is interesting to note that Jus-
tice Krishna lyer’s judgment went much beyond even what
socialist thinkers advocate. The distinction between per-
sonal property (such as, say, your toothbrush) and pri-
vate property that serves as the means of production (such
as, say, a factory) was made as far back as The Commu-
nist Manifesto. It is therefore unclear what ideology Jus-
tice lyer was invoking to hold that all property could be
presumptively nationalised, but very evidently, this was
an unsustainable position in law — whether or not it would
be ever acted upon by the State.At the same time, report-
ing around the judgment has also tended to overstate its
impact. As noted above, Justice Chandrachud was quite
clear that certain kinds of private property would fall within
the meaning of “material resources”. This judgment is
not, therefore, a ringing endorsement of a privatised po-
litical economy — far from it. What remains to be seen now
is how future courts will understand and apply the indica-
tors to determine, on a case by case basis, which kind of
property can be properly called a “material resource of
the community”. These might be battles of the future.

Centre's push for homestays
via Muara loans can boost local
geonomies, say stakenolders

New Delhi: The Centre’s move to promote homestays
as part of its broader push for tourism development has
been welcomed by stakeholders, with many saying it could
help boost local economies and create employment
opportunities.Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
in her Budget speech on Saturday, announced that
homestays would be eligible for Mudra loans, a move
aimed at supporting small-scale hospitality businesses in
rural and semi-urban areas.The initiative is expected to
provide financial assistance to individuals looking to es-
tablish or expand homestays, particularly in popular and
emerging tourist destinations.K Syama Raju, president of
the Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Associations of
India (FHRAI), said the introduction of Mudra loans for
homestay businesses is another positive step which will
give local entrepreneurs the chance to start and grow
small tourism businesses and help create more jobs and
encourage tourism in these regions.The decision comes
as the tourism sector witnesses a steady revival post-pan-
demic, with demand for new accommodation options
rising.Industry reports suggest that the homestay segment
has grown significantly in recent years, driven by domes-
tic travel and interest in experiential tourism.However, in-
dustry experts stress the need for streamlined implemen-
tation to ensure the benefits reach those who need them
the most.“Financing has always been a challenge for small
hospitality ventures.
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Sawan Barwal ends India’s 44-year-old wait for
with steady race pace

Asiad marathon silver

On the damp streets of Nagoya, Barwal won silver in
the Asian Games marathon, ending the country’s 44-year
wait for a medal in the event — and becoming the first
Indian to win one outside home soil.The 28-year-old
clocked 2:11:37, lowering his own national record, but
there was no catching Japan’s Ichitaka Yamashita, who
pulled away to win gold in 2:10:49. “This feels special. To
win a medal, and set a national record doing it and end-
ing a long wait for a marathon medal... this was my
target.”For Barwal, competing in only his second mara-
thon, the silver was the culmination of an extraordinary
transformation — and not bad for someone who had taken
up marathon running just a year ago.

Barwal had spent much of his career running middle-
and long-distance events before coach Scott Simmons
encouraged him to make the switch to the marathon. He
had joined the Indian Army in 2019, having found athlet-
ics almost by accident, and began training specifically for
the 42.195-kilometre distance last year.The switch de-
manded a different kind of runner. The speed work gave
way to long sessions and punishing mileage; Barwal now
runs around 190 kilometres a week, according to Simmons,
and had completed three marathon simulations in the three
months before the Asian Games. A training stint in Colo-
rado Springs, after being sent there by the Athletics Fed-
eration of India, further helped him adapt to the demands
of the marathon.It was all preparation for this one morn-
ing. “The plan was always to challenge for the podium. |
had been training for this moment for so long, so if | didn’t
win a medal, all of it would have felt like a waste of effort,”
Barwal said.The race unfolded under an overcast sky, a
light drizzle falling over Nagoya. The rain offered some
respite from the heat, but the humidity remained, making
the conditions uncomfortable for the runners.The early
pace was brisk. After five kilometres, Barwal was in a six-
man lead group, just a second behind China’s Feng
Peiyou, who had briefly taken the lead, with the Indian
clocking 15:28. The pace then ebbed and flowed. Around
15 kilometres, it dipped sharply, with the leading group
covering a kilometre in 2:53-2:54. The field was already
beginning to thin, but Barwal stayed tucked into the
pack.At halfway, he was running shoulder to shoulder
with Yamashita, both crossing in 1:05:54. The Japanese
runner had the home crowd — that had lined up the city’s
streets early in the morning — behind him. Barwal had
Simmons’ instructions in his ears. “We didn’t want to slow
down. The race went fast in the beginning. But after three-

four kilometres, it slowed down and remained up and
down,” Barwal, who drank just 120ml of fluids from all
eight water stations, said. “Our target was to stay with the
group till the end. If we could maintain that position, the
chances of winning the medal would increase.”

The strategy was less about making a move than
refusing to make the wrong one. Barwal wanted to remain
in the middle of the pack, never pushing beyond his limit.
That patience became crucial after 30km, when the race
suddenly changed. The pace rose as the runners reached
an uphill stretch and the group of six began to splinter.
Soon, only three or four remained.Barwal briefly lost con-
tact as Yamashita accelerated up the hill. But he did not
panic. Once the road tilted downwards again, he clawed
back the lost ground. “After 30 km, when you see the hill
and the pace increases, you feel a little different. | got left
behind, but when we crossed it, | covered it on the down-
ward slope,” he said.By the final 10km, there were only
three runners left in contention. Barwal knew the danger
of going beyond what his body could sustain. His experi-
ence at the Rotterdam Marathon earlier this year, where
he had set the national record, had taught him how brutal
the closing kilometres could be. “We didn’t try to go too
fast. We kept the limit at 2:58 per kilometre,” he said. “Our
target was not to go beyond our limit.”Yamashita eventu-
ally found another gear. By 39 kilometres, he had begun
to pull away, and at 40 kilometres the gap was 26 sec-
onds. The gold was slipping away, but Barwal’s silver
was not.The Japanese runner entered the stadium to a
roar from the home crowd and crossed the line in 2:10:51.
Barwal followed, holding on for second and lowering the
national record he had set in Rotterdam in April. That race
had already been a breakthrough. Barwal had become
the first Indian to break 2:12 in the marathon, bettering
Shivnath Singh’s 48-year-old national record in Holland.
In Nagoya, he went faster still — and added an Asian
Games medal to it, ending India’s 44-year wait.

How a Bahraini’s finishing kick outclassed
India’s Gulveer Singh in 10,000m

The pack bunched, stretched, re-formed and slowly
shed runners, but Gulveer Singh remained exactly where
he needed to be — near the front, not setting the pace but
matching the rest stride for stride. Then, with one lap to
go, Birhanu Balew made his move. The Bahraini runner
came around the outside, taking the lead as the bell rang,
and suddenly a race that had, until that point, been a test
of patience became a straight fight between two men.
Gulveer stayed on his shoulder.For the next few metres,
there was nowhere to hide. Balew pushed, Gulveer an-
swered. Balew held the inside, Gulveer remained within
striking distance. The Indian had survived every accel-
eration thrown at him and now had one final question to
answer: could he find enough for the finish?With 250
metres remaining, Balew found something extra. The gap
began to open, and Gulveer chased, his body leaning
into the effort, legs still turning after 24 and three-quarter
laps of the track.But Balew had one more gear. The Ethio-
pia-born runner sprinted to the finish in 28:27.51, arms
spread wide, with Gulveer taking silver in 28:29.38. The
Indian stopped almost immediately, dropped to his knees,
bent forward and kissed the track. Then he got up and
sprinted out of the stadium.

He will be back on Saturday for the 1,500m heats —
the second of the three events he will run in Nagoya. “I
won a bronze medal last time (in Hangzhou). So coming
into these Games, the plan was to change the colour of
the medal,” Gulveer said.Fine marginsFor Gulveer, the
silver was both a reward for the work that had brought him
here and a reminder of how fine the margins are at this
level. Scott Simmons, his coach, believed that the Indian’s
best chance of winning lay in turning the race into a quicker
affair. “The only way that Gulveer had a chance for gold
was, honestly, if it was a 27-minute race,” Simmons
said.The reasoning was straightforward. Balew, the Dia-
mond League 5,000m champion, had demonstrated his
finishing speed at the highest level, including a command-
ing performance in Belgium. Even Gulveer knew what he
was up against. “His finish is strong. He is faster than me.
But | will try to challenge him,” he said.A faster race,
Simmons felt, might have given Gulveer a better opportu-
nity to challenge Balew over the final lap. Instead, the
Indian had to rely on his finishing speed against a runner
who had more in reserve. “He finished very well in 57

seconds,” Simmons said, referring to Gulveer’s final lap.
“Yeah. But (Balew’s was) 55 seconds.”Could Gulveer have
taken the initiative and pushed the pace towards a 27-
minute finish? Simmons was reluctant to suggest that it
would have changed the outcome, particularly with the
Indian still scheduled to run the 1,500m and 5,000m.

“He has a big menu for the rest of the week,” Simmons
said. “And even then... You never know. This is a man
who ran under 59 minutes for the half marathon. | mean,
Gulveer ran very well under 60 minutes, but he is not at
the same level at this point.”The two seconds that sepa-
rated them over the final lap were the difference between
gold and silver. But Gulveer’s ability to stay in contention
against a runner of Balew’s calibre reflected how far he
has come.At the 2023 Asian Games in Hangzhou, Gulveer
had won bronze in the 10,000m, having only begun com-
peting in athletics in 2019. Since then, he has rewritten
the Indian national records in both the 5,000m and
10,000m, clocking 12:59.77 and 27:00.22 respectively.
He went on to win both events at the 2025 Asian Athletics
Championships before adding a silver in the 10,000m
and a bronze in the 5,000m at the 2026 Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow.Those performances have changed
the expectations surrounding him. He is no longer simply
an Indian runner trying to keep pace with the leading ath-
letes in Asia. He has become one of the men expected to
challenge them, with the national records and interna-
tional medals to back up those ambitions.Gulveer, though,
resisted making any bold claims. “| have not set any target
as such. | haven’t kept a point for me to reach. | just want
to keep improving, climb up the ladder one step at a time
and not lose any rhythm,” he said.The silver in the 10,000m
was the first of three tests in Nagoya.

How Baranica Elangovan evaded pole
problem en route historic Asian Games bronze

A few days before Baranica Elangovan was due to
leave for Japan, there was still one question hanging over
her Asian Games campaign: would her pole make it
there?On Friday, the 29-year-old cleared 4.15 metres to
win bronze in the women’s pole vault, becoming the first
Indian to win an Asian Games medal in the event. But
getting the equipment that would carry her over the bar to
Nagoya had been a struggle of its own.The 4.30m pole
was hardly something she could simply check in with her
luggage. More than six or seven airlines were approached,
emails were sent, and the answer kept coming back the
same: their regulations allowed equipment only up to 3.40
metres. Baranica’s pole was 90 centimetres longer. “It
was a big struggle,” said her coach Milber Bertrand
Russell. “We tried more than six to seven airlines, we
tried, sent emails. The problem was the length was too
high.”The Athletics Federation of India then stepped in.
“They explained to the airline officials that this is sports
equipment and we are going to the Asian Games to rep-
resent our country,” Russell said.The clearance came a
few days before Baranica’s departure. The poles would
travel with her after all.For pole vaulters, transporting their
equipment is a familiar logistical headache. Thankfully
for Baranica, the problem was solved before she left In-
dia. In Nagoya, she had another one to deal with: clearing

the bar.Her 4.15m clearance was below the 4.23m na-
tional record she set earlier this year, but it was enough to
put her on the podium. She shared bronze with
Kazakhstan’s Polina Ilvanova, who also cleared 4.15m.
Japan’s Misaki Morota won gold with a jump of 4.55m
while Niu Chunge of China clinched silver after clearing
4.50m.India’s Baranica Elangovan poses for a picture af-
ter winning bronze in the women’s pole vault at the Asian
Games 2026, in Nagoya on Friday. (ANI Photo) India’s
Baranica Elangovan poses for a picture after winning
bronze in the women’s pole vault at the Asian Games
2026, in Nagoya on Friday. (ANI Photo)

For Baranica, the medal carried the weight of a much
longer struggle. She tore the ACL in her take-off leg in
2020 and spent years trying to rebuild her body and ca-
reer. This year, she began finding her heights again, break-
ing the national record twice.On Friday, she needed two
attempts to jump over 4.15m. She could not get over 4.25m,
but by then the medal was secure.“I'm really feeling happy
that... I'm really happy that | was able to bring a medal for
my country,” she said. “It's my dream, actually, to change
it, rewrite history, and | did it today.”

Dhiraj Bommadevara smashes
Asian Games record in recurve

qualification

Okazaki: India’s Dhiraj Bommadevara smashed the
Asian Games record to top the recurve individual archery
qualification event at the Okazaki Chuo Sogo Park Multi-
purpose Sq hereDhiraj produced a stellar show to finish
with a score of 698 out of the 720 possible and earn the
top seed in the individual event, as India ended the team
qualification as the second seed.

Dhiraj broke the previous Asiad record of 690 points,
which belonged to Korea’s Lee Woo. Dhiraj was in top
form across the two halves as he earned 348 of the 360
points. The archer then improved in the second half with a
score of 350 in the final 36 arrows, dropping only 10 points
out of the 360 possible.Other Indians in the fray, Neeraj
Chauhan and Sanjay Yashdeep Bhoge, finished the indi-
vidual event in 20th and 25th place, respectively. Neeraj
collected 676 points, while Sanjay took 665 in the event.

The trio helped the team finish second in the team
qualification with 2039 points, just behind the Korean side,
which had 2064 points. This has given the Indian men’s
team a bye into the pre-quarterfinals as they are seeded
second in the 32-team draw. Dhiraj has also received a

bye into the second round, being the top seed.In the
women’s event, India’s Chikitha Taniparthi topped the
individual compound event with a score of 705 out of 720
in a stellar outing. She came within touching distance of
breaking the Asian Games record of Chinese Taipei’s
Chen Yi-hsuan, who had shot 706 in the 2018
Games.India’s Jyothi Surekha was 13th with a score of
699, while Prithika Pradeep was 20th with 695 points. In
the team event, the Indian women secured a second-place
finish. The trio helped India combine for 2099 points
(T74;84), while China took the top spot with 2099 points

India to face Afghanistan in Asian Games
cricket quarter-final after Nepal-Japan washout

Nisshin: India will face Afghanistan in the men’s
cricket quarter-finals at the Asian Games 2026 after Nepal
topped Pool A following a rain-affected washout between
Nepal and Japan in Nisshin on Saturday.The quarter-
final between India and Afghanistan is scheduled for Sep-
tember 28 in Nisshin, with Nepal’s first-place finish in the
group determining the knockout-stage line-up. Japan’s
abandoned match ended their campaign, while Afghani-
stan advanced alongside Nepal from Pool A.The equa-
tion was settled after Japan’s chase against Nepal was
completely washed out. Nepal had posted 149 for four in
15 overs after being put into bat, but persistent rain pre-
vented Japan from beginning its pursuit.

Nepal’'s innings was built around an explosive finish

from Sundeep Jora and Lokesh Bam. The pair remained
unbeaten and accelerated sharply after Nepal found it-
self at 84 for four at the end of 10 overs.Jora, who came in
at No. 3, finished with an unbeaten 57 from 32 deliveries,
striking five fours and three sixes. Bam provided the late
surge, smashing 52 not out off only 22 balls, including six
sixes and a four.

Earlier, Aasif Sheikh provided Nepal with a brisk start
to the middle phase, making 21 from 15 balls and sharing
a 55-run partnership with Jora for the second wicket. Nepal
had otherwise struggled to build momentum, with Kushal
Bhurtel, Kushal Malla and Gulsan Jha departing for single-
digit scores.Japan were therefore left facing a demand-
ing target in a severely shortened contest, requiring 150
from 15 overs. However, before their response could get
underway, another spell of rain brought the match to a
premature conclusion.The washout proved decisive for
the group standings, sending Nepal through as Pool A
winners and Afghanistan into the quarter-finals as the other
qualifying side.Japan bow out after showing glimpses of
promise during the tournament. They had impressed with
the ball against Afghanistan in their opening match and
had also competed well against India in the one-off T20I
preceding the Games, but their batting ultimately proved
a limiting factor.For India, the focus now shifts firmly to the
knockout stage, with Afghanistan standing between the
side and a place in the semi-finals.

Gukesh helps India beat
Germany, move to second place

Samarkand: Reigning World Classical Chess Cham-
pion Dommaraju Gukesh secured a clutch win to help
India beat overnight joint-topper Germany 2.5-1.5 in the
ninth round of the Open section of the 46th FIDE Chess
Olympiad in Samarkand, moving up to second position in
the standings.With this win, India roared back into title
contention as they are in good position to challenge table
toppers Uzbekistan for the title.

In the crucial clash on table 2, R. Praggnanandhaa,
Arjun Erigaisi and Nihal Sarin were held to draws on the
first three boards before Gukesh secured the lone victory
of the match against Germany as India moved to 15 points,
sharing the second spot with Uzbekistan 2 and Armenia.
The main team of hosts Uzbekistan, who defeated top-
seeded United States in the ninth round, lead the stand-
ings with 16 points.Praggnanandhaa, playing white, was
held to a draw by top German GM Vincent Keymer, while
Arjun Erigaisi drew with Bluebaum Matthias. With Nihal
Sarin also being held by Frederik Svane on the third board,
it appeared that India would drop points in the second
successive round.

But Gukesh pulled out a grand Houdini act from a
seemingly lost position to turn things in India’s favour with
a fine performance to secure a crucial win on the fourth
board.Playing with black against Alexander Donchenko,
Gukesh was in trouble and heading for defeat before he
staged a comeback with precise moves to win the day for
India.In the women’s section, B Savitha Shri’'s incredible
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run of seven successive wins came to an end but re-
mained unbeaten after a draw against Karimova Guldona
of Uzbekistan on the top table.Koneru Humpy, playing
with white pieces, was held by top Uzbek Afruza
Khamdamova. But Women’s World Cup winner

Divya Deshmukh and Ventika Agrawal won their
games to secure a 3-1 win for India.The victory took them
to 15 points from nine rounds as they shared the second
spot with Kazakhstan and Mongolia. Armenia went down
1-3 to leaders China while Mongolia drew 2-2 with
Kazakhstan.China extended their lead to two points as
they lead with 17 points, and Saturday’s 10th-round clash
with defending champions India will make things clear.

Hardik Pandya suffers fresh shin
injury, out of New Zealand series

L SR AR VUYEE
3 F
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New Delhi: Senior all-rounder Hardik Pandya has
sustained a fresh injury to his right shin, which is all set to
rule him out of competitive cricket for at least three weeks,
including the white-ball tour of New Zealand.Pandya’s
‘Return To Play’ date was set for September 20 and, ac-
cordingly, the selectors picked him for India A for the up-
coming One Day series against Australia A starting Octo-
ber 6.“This is very unfortunate, but Hardik’s latest scan
reports have revealed an injury to his right shin. He has
been advised complete rest for a period of two weeks.
BCCI’'s medical panel head Dr Dinshaw Pardiwala has
seen his reports and, on his return from Japan, will as-

sess him and decide when he can start his rehabilitation,”
a BCCI source tracking COE developments told PTI on
condition of anonymity.The New Zealand T20I series starts
on October 22, followed by the ODI series. There is no
chance of Hardik making a comeback by then.

It is understood that BCCI wanted Pandya to travel
with the squad to Japan for the Asian Games and BCCl’s
operations team had taken his passport for visa-related
work.However, just before the start of the Afghanistan T20
series, he suddenly developed a shooting pain around
his knee while doing his fielding drills. He, in fact, took a
break and decided to take a few days’ rest. However, just
as he was ready to get a fitness certificate, the pain resur-
faced and scans revealed that there was an injury.The
32-year-old Pandya is based out of Bengaluru since the
end of the IPL and now trains at the Centre of Excellence,
having relocated to the Garden City.But over the course
of the last four months, at least thrice (Afghanistan ODls,
England T20Is and now Australia A), the all-rounder has
suffered a fresh niggle, which has proved to be an im-
pediment to his comeback.With the New Zealand series
also out of his way, Pandya will now have to wait for the
Zimbabwe ODls if he is fit to play, or perhaps check his
fitness in the Vijay Hazare or Syed Mushtaqg Ali Trophy.
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Sonali Kulkarni defends playing
Salman Khan’s mother in Bharat

Sonali Kulkarni has had a rich and diverse
filmography across multiple languages. Across her over
three decade-long career, she’s been a part of indie films
with a heart as well as landmark mainstream films. One
of those is Ali Abbas Zafar's 2019 coming-of-age period
drama Bharat, in which she essayed Janki Devi, the
mother of the titular protagonist, played by Salman Khan.

Why Sonali Kulkarni played Salman Khan’s mom

Interestingly, Sonali, now 51, is nine years younger
than Salman, now 60, who played her son in Bharat.
Sonali defends her decision of taking up that role despite
the age difference between her and her onscreen son.
“During casting, | said, ‘1 can’t be playing this role,” Sonali
reveals on SCREEN Spotlight.But she recalls both Ali

Abbas Zafar and casting director Mukesh Chhabra being
“very sure” about her casting because of the emphasis
they placed on the flashback sequences. “The flashback
meant everything to that film. That's how Bharat gets his
name and reacts to situations,” says Sonali, adding, “No
director or casting director would like to fit in a wrong
person somewhere. That would be a failure on their part
also. So, | tried to understand that. So, | took it up as a
challenge.”Sonali Kulkarni admits it did take “a lot of con-
vincing” from the director and the casting director to cast
her. But what also helped was her own “temptation” to
meet Salman Khan, whom she had heard a lot about.
“We bonded very well on the sets of Bharat. One can
learn from him to treat people well. He was ever gra-
cious. And he scored a point when he gave me his cycle
to ride,” said Sonali, laughing.

Adding that the project, backed by Salman Khan
Films, paid her “really well”, Sonali also pointed out that
she had “maximum scenes with the child artiste” who
played the young Bharat, and “very few with the elder
Bharat”, essayed by Salman. But she doesn’t have any
regrets of tracing that arc either as she got to see Katrina
Kaif dance live.“Oh god, she’s such a graceful dancer,
and she’s beautiful. We had a gala time on set! So, no
complaints from my end,” says Sonali. Katrina, who played
Bharat’s longtime love interest Kumud Raina in Bharat,
shook a leg with Salman on the popular song “Aithey
Aa.”Also starring Disha Patani, Sunil Grover, Tabu, Jackie
Shroff, and Nora Fatehi among others, Bharat amassed
over Rs 325 crore at the worldwide box office.

‘He had his own set of people’: Boman Irani on
reuniting with Priyadarshan after 12 years

One of the most anticipated films of the year,
Priyadarshan’s Haiwaan is set to hit screens on Septem-
ber 11. The dark thriller stars Akshay Kumar, Saif Ali Khan,
Boman Irani, Shriya Pilgaonkar and Saiyami Kher. While
the trailer has already piqued curiosity, Boman says that
despite Priyadarshan’s filmography spanning several
genres, the “comedy stamp” continues to follow both the
filmmaker and him.“The comedy stamp always chases
me,” Boman said during an exclusive interview with
SCREEN.The conversation came up while discussing
Priyadarshan’s body of work. Over the years, the film-
maker has explored several genres, including action,
romance and drama. Yet, it is his comedies that audi-
ences most closely associate him with.On reuniting with
Priyadarshan after 12 yearsSCREEN also asked Boman
Irani why it took 12 years for the actor and filmmaker to
reunite, despite the two being a “deadly combination” of
talent. Boman and Priyadarshan had previously worked
together in the 2012 film Tezz, which starred Ajay Devgn,
Anil Kapoor and Kangana Ranaut.“l think he had his own
group of people whom he was comfortable with. It's like
asking Raju Hirani, ‘Why didn’t you work with so-and-so
actor?’ It becomes a family kind of situation, and | think
that’s great. But somehow, | was made to believe that |
was the first choice for this role,” Boman said.

Watch the trailer of Haiwaan below:Haiwaan also
brings Akshay Kumar and Saif Ali Khan together on the
big screen after more than three decades. The actors
were last seen together in Main Khiladi Tu Anari (1994).
Given that Akshay plays a dark character in Haiwaan, we
asked Boman if audiences would accept the actor in such
a role.“You watch 3 Idiots. Imagine 3 Idiots was not a
good movie. Think about it. What would the acceptance
of a character like Virus be? They would say, ‘Irritating.’
But when the movie is good, everything gets accepted.
You say, ‘Oh well, that was very interesting. It was pretty

good advice.” Think of Munna Bhai MBBS. Sanjay Dutt
was 44 years old, hardly a college-going student. Why
did they accept it? The movie was good. The story was
good,” said the 66-year-old actor.“But if the movie was
bad, then people would have questioned, ‘How could
they have cast Sanju?’ But the movie was great. So, there
was no question of age. Having said that, they (Akshay
Kumar and Saif Ali Khan) will be accepted because they
are good in the film. But the movie has to be good, and
the movie is good,” he concluded.Haiwaan is the official
remake of the Mohanlal starrer Oppam (2016), directed
by Priyadarshan.

Rahul Roy says struggling with speech issues after
brain stroke: ‘Turned vegan, quit smoking’

Actor Rahul Roy has made a return to acting with his
latest project Super Badshah, after his brain stroke in
2020. The actor, known for Aashiqui (1990) and Junoon
(1992), suffered the health scare while shooting for a film
in Kargil. In a recent interview, Rahul opened up about
making changes in his daily routine after the stroke, like
turning vegan and quitting smoking. He also revealed
taking 8 medicines in a day.During an interaction with
Free Press Journal, he shared, “When Karanvir Bohra
and Madhavi approached me for the role, | was very ex-
cited. The only thing | was sceptical about was my speech
problem because of the brain stroke which | had in 2020
when | was shooting in Kargil. But Karanvir was support-
ive throughout.”

The actor continued, “After my brain stroke, | didn’t
even know if | would be able to walk or talk again. | used
to be a heavy smoker and a non-vegetarian, but I've turned
vegan, and am off onion, garlic and milk and am basi-
cally having Jain food. Every day after breakfast, | have 8
medicines. But things are much better now than before.”

Rahul Roy suffered a severe cerebrovascular brain
stroke in late November 2020 while shooting for the film
LAC — Live the Battle in the high altitude and freezing
weather conditions of Kargil. He was diagnosed with

motor aphasia (an impairment which impacts speech and
the ability to do muscular movements for talking).In April
this year, Rahul Roy was in the headlines for making
‘dancing reels’ on social media, only to pay his fees for
legal cases. The actor, who was once celebrated as a
national sensation, shared Instagram reels of him danc-
ing with a content creator on his iconic songs. The clips
drew attention online, and the videos were met with wide-
spread trolling.While addressing the backlash in a note
on Instagram, Rahul wrote, “I do my work with honesty
and modesty. | have some legal matters to pay for, and
these are not from today, they are from before the brain
stroke happened. If you mock my simplicity or make fun
of my struggles, it says less about me and more about
you. If you are truly so concerned, then help me find some
genuine and decent work so | can pay for these cases. At
least | am earning through hard work, not by mocking
others.”

He further added, “And after the brain stroke, it is
important for me to stay active. | want to work for as long
as | am alive. It keeps my mind active and gives me the
sense of purpose and responsibility that | am still working
today. Yes, it may hurt a little sometimes, but you cannot
break me.”Rahul Roy rose to fame with his debut in
Aashiqui by Mahesh Bhatt. He then featured in movies
like Phir Teri Kahani Yaad Aayee, Junoon, Gumrah, and
Pyaar Ka Saaya. The actor also won the first season of
Bigg Boss in 2007.

‘Sandeep Reddy Vanga will
4o to any extent for me’

Hyderabad: Stating that the love he had for ace di-
rector Sandeep Reddy Vanga was not something that he
could express in words, popular Telugu star Vijay
Deverakonda has said that he could go to any extent for
the sake of director Sandeep Reddy Vanga.The actor,
who participated in the pre-release event of director Venu
Gopal Reddy’s romantic drama ‘Romanchakam’, which
is being presented by Sandeep Reddy Vanga, Vijay
Deverakonda said, “I can’t express the love | have for
Sandeep in words.

‘He had his own set of people’: Boman Irani on
reuniting with Priyadarshan after 12 years

One of the most anticipated films of the year,
Priyadarshan’s Haiwaan is set to hit screens on Septem-
ber 11. The dark thriller stars Akshay Kumar, Saif Ali Khan,
Boman Irani, Shriya Pilgaonkar and Saiyami Kher. While
the trailer has already piqued curiosity, Boman says that
despite Priyadarshan’s filmography spanning several
genres, the “comedy stamp” continues to follow both the
filmmaker and him.“The comedy stamp always chases
me,” Boman said during an exclusive interview with
SCREEN.The conversation came up while discussing
Priyadarshan’s body of work. Over the years, the film-
maker has explored several genres, including action, ro-
mance and drama. Yet, it is his comedies that audiences
most closely associate him with.

On reuniting with Priyadarshan after 12
yearsSCREEN also asked Boman Irani why it took 12
years for the actor and filmmaker to reunite, despite the
two being a “deadly combination” of talent. Boman and

Priyadarshan had previously worked together in the 2012
film Tezz, which starred Ajay Devgn, Anil Kapoor and
Kangana Ranaut.“l think he had his own group of people
whom he was comfortable with. It’s like asking Raju Hirani,
‘Why didn’t you work with so-and-so actor?’ It becomes a
family kind of situation, and | think that’s great. But some-
how, | was made to believe that | was the first choice for
this role,” Boman said.

Watch the trailer of Haiwaan below:Haiwaan also
brings Akshay Kumar and Saif Ali Khan together on the
big screen after more than three decades. The actors
were last seen together in Main Khiladi Tu Anari (1994).
Given that Akshay plays a dark character in Haiwaan, we
asked Boman if audiences would accept the actor in such
a role.“You watch 3 Idiots. Imagine 3 Idiots was not a
good movie. Think about it. What would the acceptance
of a character like Virus be? They would say, ‘Irritating.’
But when the movie is good, everything gets accepted.
You say, ‘Oh well, that was very interesting. It was pretty
good advice.” Think of Munna Bhai MBBS. Sanjay Dutt
was 44 years old, hardly a college-going student. Why
did they accept it? The movie was good. The story was
good,” said the 66-year-old actor.“But if the movie was
bad, then people would have questioned, ‘How could
they have cast Sanju?’ But the movie was great. So, there
was no question of age. Having said that, they (Akshay
Kumar and Saif Ali Khan) will be accepted because they
are good in the film. But the movie has to be good, and
the movie is good,” he concluded.Haiwaan is the official
remake of the Mohanlal starrer Oppam (2016), directed
by Priyadarshan.

Shankar Mahadevan reveals 21-mix story
behind Dil Chahta Hai title song

Mumbai: Music composer Shankar Mahadevan has
revealed that the rough mix of the title track of the iconic
film Dil Chahta Hai made it to the final cut despite the
team producing 21 versions of the song.Mahadevan said
he, fellow composers Ehsaan Noorani and Loy
Mendonsa, and sound engineer Vijay Benegal, known
as Benny, had worked on 21 mixes of the track.

However, the scratch version was eventually retained
after it received the most appreciation from the filmmak-
ers and the team.In a special video for Spotify, Mahadevan
sat down for a conversation with Noorani, Mendonsa, play-
back singer Shaan and Meiyang Chang.“Shall | reveal
one more secret about this song? Benny did about 21
mixes of the song. And this, what you’re hearing is the
rough mix. There was something, something magical
about it,” Mahadevan said.“What you’re hearing is actu-
ally the first scratch that we did of the song. The bass lines
and all. We had some new samples and great drums, we
experimented, and it paid off. People get scared of being
minimalistic,” he added.Mahadevan also spoke about the
importance of restraint in music production.Most people
in the business want to fill it up. That shows a person’s
insecurity. If you're very confident about your melody, if
you're confident about your groove and your bass line
and that minimal thing, you don’t need stuff. If you have a
good engineer who mixes it well, it fills up the space,” he

said.Dil Chahta Hai, directed by Farhan Akhtar in his di-
rectorial debut, became a defining film of modern Hindi
cinema, particularly for its portrayal of urban friendship,
romance and youthful independence.lts Goa road trip
became a cultural touchstone, inspiring generations of
friends to recreate the journey. The film’s visual style, ca-
sual fashion and conversational storytelling also influ-
enced Bollywood’s depiction of contemporary urban
India.lts soundtrack was equally influential, blending rock,
pop and Indian musical elements.

Javed Akhtar ‘proud’ of Shabana Azmi for
backing CJP protests: ‘Old Shabana has woken up’

Javed Akhtar says he’s “proud” of wife Shabana Azmi
for being one of the very few Bollywood celebrities who
participated in the Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) pro-
tests in New Delhi last month. While a few others ex-
tended their support online, the veteran actor was at Jantar
Mantar, walking side by side with students protesting
against the leak of National Eligibility Entrance Test
(NEET) papers.

Javed Akhtar on Shabana Azmi’s activism“This isn’t
the first time she’s done this. She’s aged now, so does it
less now,” said Akhtar, laughing, on a recent podcast.
After Delhi Police hurled tear bombs on the protesters on
July 20, Shabana even suffered an asthma attack. Soon
after, she was diagnosed with the H1N1 virus, which pre-
vented her from attending the student protests in Mumbai
a couple of days later.“I've gone to the police station to
bail her out. She’s gone for a hunger strike in Mumbai.
She’s been quite active,” Akhtar said on Lets Talk With
DevnaG. “When our relationship was developing, this is
what she was involved in,” he added. The two began
dating in the late 1970s after Javed met Shabana at the
Mumbai home of his family friend and fellow legendary
poet Kaifi Azmi, her father.

“She called me when | was in London to tell me
she’s going to Delhi for the protests. When she told me, |
knew she would. It's the call of the conscience. Not once
| told her to not go or think twice. The moment she told me
| cannot not go, | knew the old Shabana had woken up,
and nobody can stop her. And good she did! I'm proud of
her,” said Akhtar.Over the past few decades, Shabana
has often raised voice against a wide range of issues.
These included the 1993 protests at Cuffe Parade in
Mumbai, when she sat with slum dwellers to protest
against demolition of their homes. Mumbai Police arrested
her and 16 others, and she even refused to seek bail or
accept the charges against her.

So much so that her mother and veteran actor
Shaukat Kafi had to convince the cops to escort Shabana
to Tata Theatre for her performance in the popular play
Tumhari Amrita during her jailtime. Shabana famously
made it to the stage in the very dusty clothes she was
detained in. Eventually, Javed Akhtar had to bail out his
wife.“It's not like we don’t feel scared. We feel scared
most of the times. But in some moments, you've to get
over the fear and have to call a spade a spade. Other-
wise you won’t be able to look into the mirror. If | don’t, |
have no loyalty with either my zameen, zamana or zameer
(land, time, and conscience). | don’t do it much, but when
your conscience is pushed against the wall, you have to
do it,” added Akhtar, echoing Shabana’s vocal approach
to injustice.When Shabana showed up at the CJP pro-
tests last month, she revealed that she and Akhtar first
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, requesting him
to discuss the issue with the protesting students. But after
acknowledgement of receipt, once they didn’'t get a re-
sponse for the next three days, Shabana chose to partici-
pate in the protests herself.

Sreeleela reveals how
medical career influenced
her acting journey

Mumbai: Actress Sreeleela, who is gearing up for
the release of her upcoming film with Kartik Aaryan, has
shared how her medical career has shaped the actor in
her.The actress opened up about how her exposure to
real-life situations during her medical journey has helped
her approach acting with greater sensitivity and
perspective.Talking about whether her medical experi-
ence helps her in cinema, Sreeleela shared, “Definitely.
100 per cent. | feel it is important for an actor to have a lot
of knowledge about everything around the world. Gen-
eral knowledge is also very important. Experiences and
your sensitivity meter have to be high.”

She further mentioned that her hospital postings ex-
posed her to several deeply personal stories and emo-
tional journeys.She went on, “Hospital stories, what I've
seen in my course of being in the hospital or in my postings,
was, people’s emotional journeys very closely. You see
life and death, you see situations, you see people having
financial situations to clear bills. There are so many sto-
ries. What is cinema? It's a story and like that I've been
grateful.
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