
Modi, Ministers Discuss 100%
Reach of Welfare Schemes

New Delhi, Sept 24
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his council

of ministers on Thursday discussed ways to ensure
that government welfare schemes reach all eligible
beneficiaries as the two-day Chintan Shivir concluded
in New Delhi.

For the second consecutive day, the ministers
were divided into eight groups, with Modi interacting
with each group besides addressing them collectively,
sources said.

With around 40-45 government welfare schemes

under consideration, discussions focused on achiev-
ing saturation coverage and improving communica-
tion with citizens about welfare and development ini-
tiatives.

“Effective communication to the people is one
area where the government will place stress in the
coming days,” sources said.

The first day of the conclave discussed gover-
nance, reforms and outreach to women and youth.
Ministers also deliberated on improving delivery
mechanisms through closer coordination among min-
istries and departments.

Modi took feedback from ministers and advised
them on various aspects of governance, sources said.

The discussions also covered reforms, “Jan
Vishwas Se Jan Aadhaar” and priorities for Viksit
Bharat@2047.

The brainstorming session was aimed at taking
stock of government programmes, improving coordi-
nation, setting the future agenda and reviewing wel-
fare schemes and infrastructure projects.

Progress of government schemes, policy imple-
mentation, time management, inter-ministerial coor-
dination and public service delivery were also on the
agenda.

Rain Kills 8, Leave Trail
Of Destruction Across AP

Amaravathi, Sept 24
Incessant rain caused by a deep depression over

the Bay of Bengal claimed eight lives in different inci-
dents and disrupted normal life across Andhra Pradesh
over the past 48 hours.

Two women were killed of electric shock at
Gollaveedhi in Nathavaram mandal of Anakapalli dis-

trict. The deceased were Gompa Manga, 55, and
Rongala Janaki, 28.

In Bapatla, a power line snapped and fell on the
road following overnight rain. Mudraboyina Ramadevi,
52, and her son Venkateswarlu, 32, were on their way
to their agricultural field on Thursday morning.
Ramadevi accidentally stepped on the live wire and
suffered an electric shock. Venkateswarlu rushed to
save her but also suffered the same.

In Pedakallepalli of Krishna district, a woman,
Samrajyam, 55, died after coming into contact with a
snapped power line. In Kakinada district, eight-year-
old Lakshminarayana died after a house wall collapsed
due to heavy rains at Chinavalasa in Tallarevu mandal.

In Pedakatha village of Dattirajeru mandal in
Vizianagaram district, two elderly persons, Samireddy
Paradesamma, 65, and Nangireddy Lakshmunaidu,
63, died amid intense rain.

In Visakhapatnam, a retaining wall at LBS Nagar
collapsed, following which five families comprising
about 14 members were shifted to Dronamraju
Kalyanamandapam nearby.

Heavy rain also inundated the cellar of an apart-

ment complex at Kommadi in Madhurawada. Police
launched a rescue operation and evacuated around
80 residents to safer locations.

Visakhapatnam collector Abhishik Kishore said
71 trees were uprooted in the city, of which 65 had
been cleared. In ASR district, 71 kucha houses were
damaged in the rains and overflowing streams dis-

rupted road connectivity.
A car carrying

PACS chairman and
Telugu Desam Nunna
president Kalakoti
Srinivasa Reddy and his
wife was swept away by
floodwaters after the
Pedda Vagu overflowed
near China Kanchi in NTR
district on the Vikas
Group of Institutions-
Nunna road on Thursday.

The coastline along
RK Beach Road in
Visakhapatnam suffered
severe erosion, with the
Coco Arena area also af-

fected.
Heavy rain and adverse weather conditions dis-

rupted flight operations, with several flights diverted
to other airports and others reportedly cancelled. Pas-
sengers faced inconvenience due to the disruptions.

In the Visakhapatnam region, the RTC cancelled
170 bus services.

The government declared a holiday on Thurs-
day for educational institutions in Vizianagaram,
Parvathipuram Manyam, Visakhapatnam, East and
West Godavari and Eluru districts. Collectors of
Visakhapatnam, Anakapalli and Eluru also announced
holidays for all district schools on Friday.

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu reviewed
the weather situation and directed districts to remain
alert as rain was expected to continue on Friday. He
asked officials to restore road connectivity immedi-
ately where roads were affected by heavy water flow
and alert residents in areas vulnerable to landslides.

IMD said more rain was likely as the deep de-
pression over north coastal Andhra Pradesh moved
northwestwards and lay centred over north coastal
Andhra Pradesh and adjoining south Odisha.Telangana Cabinet likely to clear

2 DA instalments on Oct 1
Hyderabad, Sept24

 Following talks with employee representatives
of the Joint Action Committee on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 23, the Telangana State Cabinet is expected
to approve two of the six pending Dearness Allow-
ance (DA) instalments at its October 1 meeting.

Under the proposed plan, one instalment will be
cleared for Dasara, with another under consideration
for Sankranti in January.

The first meeting with Chief Secretary Sanjay
Jaju had failed to resolve the JAC’s demands. How-
ever, in a subsequent meeting held alongside Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, leaders were
assured that two pending DA installments would be
cleared during Dasara.

Officials assured the employee representatives
that the Pay Revision Commission (PRC) report
would be received within 15 days to decide on its
implementation. To address pension concerns, a
dedicated committee will soon be constituted to ex-
amine replacing the Contributory Pension Scheme
(CPS) with the Old Pension Scheme (OPS)

The government also indicated that roughly Rs
10,000 crore in pending employee and pensioner
dues would be cleared by March 2027. Following the
statements, JAC leaders called off their planned
emergency meeting on September 24 and suspended
all upcoming protest programs.

A poverty-free Telangana and more
by 2033, promises DyCM Bhatti

   Hyderabad, Sept24
The Congress-led Telangana government prom-

ised to accelerate development projects and make a
“poverty-free” state by 2030 and the first state in the

country to achieve developed-economy status by
2033.

 A high-level meeting, chaired by Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu, was held on Thurs-
day, September 24, to discuss the action plan for
achieving the state’s long-term economic and social
development goals.

The meeting was attended by SP Tucker, former
Chief Secretary of Andhra Pradesh and Global Forum
for Sustainable Transformation Vice Chairman, along
with officials from the Finance and Planning depart-
ments. Officials discussed methods to strengthen the
state’s development planning and implementation,
enhance inter-departmental coordination, and design
systems to monitor development outcomes.

A dedicated Project Management Unit (PMU) will

be established to handle formulating strategic plans
for the state’s priority development programs, coordi-
nating across various departments, and overseeing
the implementation, monitoring, and acceleration of
these programs. Officials said the Telangana State
Development Planning Society (TSDPS) should be
further strengthened.

On ‘Zero Poverty’, the meeting discussed
launching targeted programs to “transform” Telangana
by 2030. Measures will be taken to identify families
vulnerable to poverty, ensure the coordinated deliv-
ery of relevant government schemes and programs,
and create sustainable livelihoods, officials said. A
dedicated system will be established to monitor and
measure the outcomes of poverty alleviation initia-
tives.

A focused strategy and action plan will be es-
tablished to completely develop Telangana by 2033.
This roadmap will capitalise on the state’s core
strengths, driving investment, innovation, job creation,
and inclusive growth.

The Deputy Chief Minister suggested formulat-
ing comprehensive district development plans to trans-
late state-level development goals into measurable
outcomes at the district level. The Dy CM said seven
‘Sectoral Growth Labs’ will be established to bring
government departments, sectoral experts, industries,
educational institutions, development agencies, and
other key stakeholders onto a single platform.

It was clarified during the meeting that the main
objective of these decisions is to operationalise the
state’s development vision, thereby accelerating the
achievement of goals.

Hyderabad CP warns over Ganesh
songs; BRS calls it 'Hitler rule'

   Hyderabad, Sept24
With Ganesh immersions in full swing, the

Hyderabad City Police Commissioner, VC Sajjanar,
has warned that strict action will be taken against those
playing vulgar and provocative songs.

He was speaking at a press conference on
Wednesday, September 23, to announce the security
arrangements for Ganesh immersions. Responding to
a reporter asking how the police would control political

songs played during processions, Sajjanar said their
social media teams are constantly monitoring such
reels and that strict action will be taken against those
responsible after the festivities end.

“This is a festival that should be celebrated with
devotion and reverence. If it is misused in any other
way, we will definitely take action. Whether it is vul-
gar or obscene songs… our social media team has
worked on this. We will definitely take action after the
event, because we do not want to disturb or disrupt
the festive atmosphere right now,” the CP stated.

His reply comes as videos circulate online show-
ing police officers allegedly stopping processions for
playing songs associated with Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) supremo and former chief minister K
Chandrashekar Rao.

The police had earlier warned against the use of
DJ systems, sound mixers, high-decibel audio equip-
ment, and firecrackers, citing Supreme Court guide-
lines. Violations would result in the immediate sei-
zure of equipment and severe legal action against
the organisers, police had said.

Harish Rao appears in defamation case over
‘black magic’ allegations against him

Hyderabad: BRSLP deputy floor leader T Harish
Rao appeared before the Nampally People’s Repre-
sentatives Court on Thursday and recorded his state-
ment in the defamation case he filed against Con-
gress MLCs B Mahesh Kumar Goud and Addanki
Dayakar over allegations that he performed black

magic rituals.Book Walking ToursThe court had ac-
cepted his petition and the matter would come up
again on September 30 for recording statements of
Mahesh Kumar Goud and Dayakar.Speaking to me-
dia on the occasion, Harish Rao said the defamation
case was filed with evidence and warned that he would
pursue legal action against those making such base-
less allegations.
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Surendra Koli spent 19 years in jail,
escaped gallows. Now, found dead

Why Mumbai Police closed case,
and SIT did not pursue it

 For a full two decades, Surendra Koli was a branded
man. Then, on November 13, 2025, he walked to free-
dom – after the Supreme Court passed an order of ac-
quittal in the last of the 13 cases against him.The main
accused in the gruesome Nithari killings of 2006 had
defied 13 death sentences and escaped a near-certain
date with the gallows.

On Friday (September 18), he was found hanging in
the small tea stall that he ran outside Lal Mata temple in
Haridwar, police said.Koli was accused of being a “can-
nibal” who would allegedly lure children to his employer’s
house in Nithari village in Noida, murder them, and “eat
their flesh”. His actions were cited as evidence of the
worst kind of human depravity during the trial.But the al-
legations could never be proved. In one case after an-
other, Koli was acquitted. And then, on November 11,
2025, the Supreme Court acquitted him in the thirteenth
case, the last remaining case against him.The court said
the investigation had been “botched”, and represented a
“manifest miscarriage of justice”. At 7.30 pm on Novem-
ber 13, 2025, Koli walked out of Kasna Jail in Greater
Noida, clad in a blue shirt, black trousers, and a navy
blue jacket.His acquittal and freedom was the culmina-
tion of a decades-long legal battle that Koli’s defence
team fought against considerable odds. This is the story
of how he had finally walked free. The Indian Express
had reported the major elements of this story last year.In
December 2006, the skeletal remains of some children
were fished out of a drain behind house number D-5 in
Noida’s Sector 31, the home of a businessman named
Moninder Singh Pandher.As the authorities dredged
through the drain, the horrors intensified – more and more
remains were dug up. Ultimately, the remains of 19 bod-
ies were recovered.The bodies were identified as having
belonged mostly to poor children who had gone missing
from Nithari village nearby. Stories of necrophilia and
cannibalism followed, and the media fed the frenzy of
both horror and excitement among the public.On Decem-
ber 29, 2006, Pandher and his domestic help, Koli, were
arrested for the crime.Koli was a Dalit from Mangru Khal
village in Almora district of Uttarakhand, and had been
working for Pandher since July 2004. He was not edu-
cated – he had dropped out of school due to poverty, and
had come to Delhi to work as a labourer, leaving behind
an ailing mother, a pregnant wife, and an infant
daughter.Police built their case against Koli on two main
pillars: his detailed confession before a magistrate and
the recovery of the bodies, allegedly on the basis of the
disclosures that he made.In his confession, which was
leaked to the media even before his trial began, Koli pro-
vided a chillingly detailed account of his macabre
crimes.He said he had lured the girls into the bungalow,
often with promises of work or of chocolates. Once they
were inside, he would strangle them, sometimes using
their own dupattas, until they were unconscious or dead.
He would then dismember their bodies with a knife or
axe, and cook and eat their flesh and parts of their bod-
ies, according to the confession.

Whatever remained, he would dump in the gully be-
hind the house and in the drain in front, he confessed.In
2009, Koli was sentenced to death in the first of the 13
cases against him – the alleged murder of a 14-year-old
girl, referred to as “Victim XYZ” in court records.The
Allahabad High Court upheld the sentence given by the
trial court. In 2011, the Supreme Court dismissed Koli’s
appeal, calling him a “serial killer” and deeming the case
one of the “rarest of rare”.

The Uttar Pradesh Governor dismissed Koli’s mercy
petitions in 2013, and the President rejected them in 2014.
He filed a review petition against the Supreme Court’s
2011 decision, which the court dismissed in 2014.It
seemed that all doors were shut on Koli. The alleged
murderer and cannibal was destined to hang from the
neck till was dead.

The fight that Koli and his legal team foughtIn 2014,
eight years after Koli’s arrest, Yug Chaudhry, a Mumbai-
based senior advocate who specialises in death penalty
litigation, came into the picture.Along with his team of
advocates Payoshi Roy and Siddhartha, and an
Allahabad-based nun, Sister Sheeba Jose, Chaudhry
took on a case that seemed legally hopeless.Chaudhry
told The Indian Express last year that he has a “visceral
loathing for the death penalty”. But that was not the only
reason he took up the case.“I was interested in this case
because it was based on utterly flimsy and fabricated
evidence… A crime of gigantic proportions was being
pinned on a domestic servant only because he would not
have been able to defend himself,” Chaudhry said. His
students, he said, were “always shocked that the courts
could convict him on such flimsy evidence”.When
Chaudhry’s team first met him, Koli had become deeply
distrustful of the legal aid system. The lawyer who had
been assigned to him had joined with some other law-
yers in beating him up when he was first presented in
court in January 2007.Since his arrest, Koli had been
kept in solitary confinement. “This was wholly unconstitu-
tional. Solitary confinement can only be levied through a
judicial order or when the execution is absolutely immi-
nent and the convict has no remedies left,” advocate
Payoshi Roy, who now practises independently in
Mumbai, said.Isolated and facing certain death, Koli
started learning the law inside his cell. “He didn’t have
faith in the legal aid lawyers and understandably so,”
Chaudhry said. “He started learning how to cross-exam-
ine witnesses on his own. He showed exceptional
courage.”Saved by Indira Jaising’s intervention, hours
before scheduled hangingOn September 2, 2014, a
Ghaziabad court issued Koli’s execution warrant. He was
moved to Meerut jail, where he would be hanged. Koli,
suspicious at the suddenness of the move, managed to
contact Chaudhry.What followed was a dramatic midnight
intervention that saved Koli’s life with hours to spare.On
September 7, senior advocate Indira Jaising, who was
helping out Chaudhry, got calls that Koli would be ex-
ecuted at 5.30 am the following morning. “The DG (Pris-
ons) confirmed that the execution had been planned for
5-5.30 am the following morning, the hangman had been
called and preparations were underway,” she

recalled.Jaising rushed to the residence of Supreme
Court Justice H L Dattu and, waiting on the pavement
outside, coordinated with the court registry. Soon, Jus-
tice Dattu sent for Justice Anil R Dave, and a two-judge
bench was constituted at the judge’s residence.At 1 am
on September 8, just four hours before the scheduled
hanging, the execution was temporarily stayed.

Jaising’s intervention was based on a Supreme
Court judgment of September 2, 2014, which had held
that all review petitions in death penalty cases must be
heard in open court by a three-judge bench.Koli had not
been given this opportunity, Jaising argued. His review
petition had been heard earlier that year by the judges in
their chambers.The court subsequently re-heard the re-
view petition in open court. Till that time, the execution of
the death warrant remained suspended.An SC judgment
that ended up impacting all other trials against KoliThe
Supreme Court dismissed Koli’s review petition in an open
hearing in October 2014. But a ray of hope came again in
January 2015.A bench of the Allahabad High Court,
headed by then Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud (who
would become Chief Justice of India in 2022), commuted
Koli’s death sentence in the case of Victim XYZ to life
imprisonment.The court did not acquit him, but it found
that an “inordinate and unexplained delay” of 2.6 years
in the disposal of his mercy petitions by the state and
central governments infringed upon his right to life under
Article 21.The court also held that Koli had been kept in
unconstitutional solitary confinement since his convic-
tion by the trial court in 2009. The judgment highlighted
serious procedural lapses, including that the Governor’s
office acted on the “manifestly erroneous” belief that it
was bound by judicial findings.“The 2015 judgment was
very vital for our case,” Chaudhry told The Indian Ex-
press. “Had the death sentence not been commuted, Koli
would have been executed and the truth would have re-
mained buried forever.”This victory, however, only ap-
plied to one case. Between 2010 and 2021, Koli was
sentenced to death in 12 other Nithari cases as well.The
2011 Supreme Court judgment had a devastating impact
on all these trials. By branding him a “serial killer” and
describing House D-5 as a “virtual slaughter house”, the
apex court had cast a long shadow over the lower courts,
effectively prejudicing his right to a fair trial in the remain-
ing cases.Advocate Siddhartha of Koli’s legal team said:
“When the Supreme Court described Koli as a ‘serial
killer’ even when trials in other cases were going on, how
could one expect a fair trial in the other cases?”Indeed,
trial court records from the subsequent convictions show
a clear pattern.In at least six of the 12 conviction orders
reviewed by The Indian Express, the Ghaziabad trial
courts cited the 2011 Supreme Court judgment as bind-
ing precedent. They noted that since the apex court had
already upheld the legality and voluntariness of Koli’s
confession, there was “no question of this court reaching
a different finding”.The final breakthrough: How the case
dominoes fell one by oneIn 2017, Chaudhry’s team filed
appeals against the conviction orders in the Allahabad
High Court. The breakthrough came six years later, on
October 16, 2023.A High Court bench of Justices Ashwani
Kumar Mishra and SAH Rizvi, which was hearing all the
appeals against the previous conviction orders, acquit-
ted Koli in the 12 cases, systematically dismantling the
prosecution’s case.The CBI’s appeals against these ac-
quittals were dismissed by the Supreme Court in July
2025. The Supreme Court commended the High Court
for “withstanding” media pressure to deliver the judgment
and said that the trial court’s orders had been delivered
“on the basis of media trial”.This created a peculiar situa-
tion: Koli stood acquitted in 12 cases based on a com-
plete discrediting of the evidence, yet he remained con-
victed in the first case based on the very same material.To
correct this “manifest injustice”, the Supreme Court took
up Koli’s curative petition in the original case – that of
Victim XYZ.On November 11, 2025, a bench of then Chief
Justice of India B R Gavai and Justices Surya Kant (the
current Chief Justice) and Vikram Nath applied the same
reasoning from the 12 acquittals, overturned the court’s
own 2011 judgment and ordered Koli’s immediate
release.Koli’s co-accused, Moninder Singh Pandher, had
already been acquitted in all cases against him by the
Allahabad High Court in 2023.The case against Koli, once
seemingly iron-clad, crumbled under scrutiny because
its two foundational pillars were found to be vitiated.The
first pillar was the confession, which the High Court found
was recorded after Koli had been in uninterrupted police
custody for about 60 days, without meaningful legal aid.

Under the Criminal Procedure Code, the maximum
period of permissible police custody is 15 days. Through
these 60 days, he was not allowed to meet his family or
any lawyers.In subsequent letters to the court and in his
statements to court during trial, Koli had alleged system-
atic torture: he claimed he was subjected to electric shocks
and had water poured into his mouth, had his nails pulled
out with pliers, petrol had been injected into his anus, his
genitals had been burnt, and he had been hung upside
down.He also alleged psychological torture, stating that
the police forced him to memorise names and facts and
threatened to “leave (his) family to the mercy of the fren-
zied mob who were baying for his blood”.The High Court,
in its 2023 judgment, accepted these allegations, noting
that the confession itself contained references to tutoring
and torture, rendering it involuntary and inadmissible.The
failure to conduct proper medical examinations, despite
Koli’s offers to show his scars, further weakened the
prosecution’s case.

A botched investigation and overlooked fact: the or-
gan trade angleThe second pillar – the recovery of the
bodies – was equally flawed.The defence argued that
the police and public already knew about the remains.
“Even before Koli pointed out the location, digging had
started in the area,” Chaudhry said. “In fact, body parts
were being found in that area months before Koli’s
arrest.”The recovery site – an open strip of land – was not
under Koli’s exclusive control, a key requirement for evi-
dence to be admissible under the Indian Evidence
Act.Even the forensic evidence presented at the initial
trial was problematic.Dr T D Dogra, then head of Foren-
sic Medicine at AIIMS, recalled a “chalk-marking exer-
cise” in which Koli, in police custody, was asked to dem-
onstrate on a cadaver how he cut the bodies.The
Allahabad High Court later ruled this demonstration in-
admissible, deeming it an extra-judicial confession made
while in police custody.The court also criticised the in-
vestigation for its glaring omissions.The theory of canni-
balism was never substantiated with forensic evidence.
No bloodstains or human remains were found inside
Pandher’s house. The police’s claim that Koli hacked the
bodies with a crude axe was contradicted by forensic
opinion that suggested the bodies were severed with “sur-
gical precision”.Most damningly, the investigation never
pursued the organ trade angle, which had been

Six years after Disha Salian died after falling off a
building, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) regis-
tered an FIR after directions from the Bombay High Court
(HC). While no one has been named as an accused in
the Disha Salian death case, the central agency is prob-
ing names mentioned by Disha’s father, Satish – the com-
plainant in the case.But before the CBI, the Mumbai Po-
lice and later a Special Investigation Team (SIT) formed
by the Devendra Fadnavis–Eknath Shinde government
looked into the case. The Disha Salian case was closed
as they didn’t find anything alarming.

An officer who probed the Disha Salian death case
said, “We had investigated the case from all angles, and
none of the allegations made at that point were backed
by any evidence, due to which the case was closed as
there was no foul play found.”On the Bombay High Court
asking for the matter to be investigated again, the officer
said, “Most of the objections are procedural, like delays

in spot panchnama, seizure records, and laptops being
seized eight days later. While one could call it negligence,
there was nothing like a cover-up as was claimed. No
one would have imagined every aspect of the case would
be scrutinized to this level.”What Mumbai Police found in
Salian death caseIn 2021, the Mumbai Police closed its
investigation into Disha Salian’s death after they found
neither any foul play nor any links with Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death.The police probe rejects the claims that
she had “partied with politicians” days before her death.“In
the days she was there, she just came out once to take
delivery of something she had ordered. She did not at-
tend any party outside,” the officer said.The second alle-
gation that she was pregnant was also proved wrong by
the postmortem report. The claims of her being naked
when her body was found were also negated by her fa-
ther, who had come to the spot soon after her fall, the
officer said.Her friends told police that she was upset
over some financial losses at work.

Three years after her death, the then Shinde-
Fadnavis government formed an SIT after BJP’s Nitesh
Rane raised the matter in the Assembly in December
2023.An SIT official said that they had issued summons
to several persons who alleged foul play in Disha Salian’s
death, including her family members, but no one came
forward to record their statements.The probe could not
go further, the officer said.On the links between Sushant
Singh Rajput and Disha Salian’s deaths, an officer from
Mumbai Police, overseeing the Disha Salian probe, said
that the CBI team probing Rajput’s suicide had spoken to
them about the Disha case as well and did not pursue it
as nothing was found at that point.

Blinkit delivery partner assaulted in Himachal
Pradesh over delayed order

A Blinkit delivery partner was allegedly assaulted
by a customer in Himachal Pradesh’s Solan following a
dispute over the delayed delivery of an order, the police
said on Friday.According to the police, around 2 am on
Thursday, delivery partner Anup Chauhan informed offi-
cials at the city police post that he had been assaulted by
a customer. Identifying the customer initially posed a chal-
lenge as his mobile number was not displayed on the
Blinkit app. Following an investigation, he was identified
as Puneet Sharma, 32, of Lakkar Bazaar in Solan.

The investigation revealed that on Wednesday night,
Sharma had placed an order through Blinkit. As there
was some delay in delivering the order, an argument
reportedly broke out between Sharma and Chauhan over
the phone. Later, Sharma reached the Thodo Ground
bus stop to collect his order, where the two allegedly got
involved in a minor physical altercation over the earlier
dispute.The police examined CCTV footage from the area
and analysed available technical evidence. “The com-
plainant was medically examined, following which his
medico-legal certificate was obtained,” Sai Dattatreya
Verma, Superintendent of Police, Solan, said.“The deliv-
ery partner had alleged in the morning that Sharma had
shown him a pistol during the altercation. However, the
allegation could not be corroborated during the investi-
gation. Subsequently, he told the police that a mobile

 Man allegedly strangles partner
after argument in Bengaluru

Bengaluru murder case, Bengaluru partner murder,
Assam man arrested Bengaluru, Naganathapura mur-
der, Bengaluru murder news, partner killed Bengaluru,
asphyxia death Bengaluru, Assam couple Bengaluru,
Bengaluru crime news, Indian express newsThe police
said the two had an argument after the woman ques-
tioned him about their relationship.A 28-year-old man
from Assam allegedly murdered his partner and attempted
to pass off her death as suicide in Bengaluru. The police
arrested Munnadas, a resident of Lakhipur in Assam’s
Cachar district, after the autopsy report indicated
murder.The police said Munnadas knew Champoodas,
21, also from Assam, and allegedly came to Bengaluru
last month. They started living together in a rented house

in Naganathapura.
On August 30, the house owner approached the

police after finding Champoodas””s body wrapped in a
saree inside the house. The police initially registered an
Unnatural Death Report (UDR) and sent the body for
post-mortem examination.The post-mortem report, re-
ceived on September 15, stated that the cause of death
was asphyxia and that “violent asphyxia due to smother-
ing could not be ruled out”. Based on the findings, the
police converted the case into a murder investigation and
began tracing Munnadas.“We questioned people known
to the deceased and the accused and gathered informa-
tion through our sources,” a police officer said, adding
that Munnadas had escaped to Tamil Nadu.They moni-
tored his movements, then traced and arrested him on
September 16 when he returned to Bengaluru.During
interrogation, Munnadas confessed to killing
Champoodas, the police said.According to the police,
Munnadas and Champoodas were married, and
Champoodas had been separated from her
husband.Investigators said that the two had an argument
after Champoodas questioned him about their relation-
ship and asked him to marry her. Munnadas allegedly
strangled her during the argument.The police said a miss-
ing person and kidnapping complaint had also been filed
in Assam by Champoodas’ family in connection with her
being brought to Bengaluru.Munnadas was produced
before a court and remanded in judicial custody. Further
investigations are underway.

 Delhi University votes in
shadow of tragedy that took 5 lives

For days after a private hostel in Satya Niketan col-
lapsed on September 6, killing seven people, including
five Delhi University students, student groups from across
the spectrum had protested near the Durgabai Deshmukh
South Campus Metro Station close by.Twelve days later,
on Friday, while voting was underway for Delhi Univer-
sity Students’ Union (DUSU) polls, the same area was
carpeted with thousands of colourful voting slips.The elec-
tion is taking place in the shadow of the tragedy at Satya
Niketa — a hub of private student accommodation for
students of DU’s South Campus colleges — and student
housing and safety were common themes across mani-
festos. However, the last few days leading to Friday’s
voting saw old patterns of money and muscle power re-
emerging.Scenes from North CampusBy 8.30 am, when
voting began, security had been increased in North
Campus.Heavy barricades were put up at several points
along the route to the Arts Faculty to restrict the entry of
outsiders.While party supporters were barred from enter-
ing the campus, SUVs and groups of supporters of key
candidates from the National Students’ Union of India
(NSUI) and the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)

were visible in the morning hours.By 10.30 am, even as a
sizeable crowd of student voters was yet to show up,
party supporters were seen moving around, urging stu-
dents to vote for particular candidates.There were minor
arguments as supporters gathered near the entry points,
with police personnel asking them not to stand close to
the barricades and to move away from the entry
area.Vrinda Singh, a second-year law student at Cam-
pus Law Centre in North Campus, was waiting outside
for her friends before casting her vote.“The key issues
were college-specific. Student housing wasn’t discussed
predominantly here… Candidates were mainly address-
ing infrastructure-related issues… maybe because the
issues affecting us here are different from South cam-
pus,” she said.She said she had actively participated in
the student protests at Jantar Mantar in July, which culmi-
nated in the resignation of then Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. She believed that since then, stu-
dent participation and interest in politics had subtly
changed but not enough to have a significant impact on
the outcome of the DUSU elections.

phone had fallen from Sharma’s pocket onto the ground
during the scuffle and that he had initially mistaken the
object for a pistol or revolver,” Verma added.



3 Ranga Reddy     EYE SECRETS     Friday, 25-9-2026

34 yrs ago in Ahmedabad, a chilling
 gangland killing – and a saga that continues

 Back in the early 1990s, a former Congress leader
and member of the Rajya Sabha named Rauf Valiullah
was brought down by gunshots to his head outside
Madhuban Building in Ahmedabad’s Ellisbridge area. It
was one of the most sensational cases of gangland vio-
lence in the city at the time.Thirty-four years after that
politically charged assassination, the Gujarat High Court
has ruled that a member of the gang whose leader alleg-
edly ordered the hit on Valiullah must continue to remain
in jail.

Iqbal Hussain Dhobi alias Laliyo Kasambhai, a con-
victed member of the Abdul Latif gang that struck terror in
Ahmedabad three decades ago, had filed a plea seeking
premature release after serving the sentence imposed
on him in the 1992 murder case.Advocate Hemant Raval,
appearing for Dhobi, argued that the former gangster had
been acquitted in most of the other criminal cases regis-
tered against him – and that he was not the principal
assailant in the Valiullah case, but only a co-accused.On
October 9, 1992, Valiullah, who was general secretary of
the Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee at the time,
was shot in the head in broad daylight at close range
outside Madhuban Building by an underworld hit team of
several armed men.Valiullah, who was accompanied by
an associate named Pradeep Dave at the time, was al-
legedly about to expose a deep criminal-politician nexus
before the central leadership of the Congress party. He
had come out of the building and was about to get in his
car when the assailants struck.

The killing of Valiullah was allegedly ordered by
gangster and bootlegger Abdul Latif, a man who started
his criminal career as a gambler-turned-bootlegger, be-
fore going on to having a thriving career in organised
crime, with the reputation of being the only known
pointsman in Gujarat of Dawood Ibrahim.‘Raees’, the
2017 film by Rahul Dholakia that was set largely in
Ahmedabad and starred Shah Rukh Khan, was seen to
have close parallels with the life of Abdul Latif, even though
the filmmaker and the actor had denied these
connections.Latif, who was accused in dozens of cases
including the 1993 Bombay blasts, was killed in an al-
leged police encounter in Ahmedabad in 1997. The
Valiullah murder was one of the most sensational cases
linked to the gangster – and as recently as in June this
year, the Ahmedabad Crime Branch had swooped on
another accused in the case, Mohammad Taslim Shaikh,
who had jumped parole in 2019.Shaikh, the absconding
accused in the Valiullah murder, was found to be living in
Rajasthan with his family from a second wife.

Hemant Raval, counsel for Dhobi, told the HC that
his client’s role could not be equated with that of the prin-
cipal assailant. He stressed that Dhobi was a co-accused
and had been acquitted in most of the other cases lodged
against him.Raval also submitted that Dhobi had served
more than 22 years in prison and had received a “good

conduct” report from the jail. He had been carrying out
the tasks assigned to him in jail with responsibility, Raval
submitted.The state government opposed Dhobi’s plea.
Counsel for the state pointed to the case of Dhobi’s co-
accused Sajid Ali alias Danny, and Mohmed Umar Majid
Ahmed Pathan alias Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed
Pahelwan, both of whom had sought premature release
after completing their sentences.The state said that Sajid
Ali’s petition challenging the refusal of his release was
pending before the Supreme Court.

Valiullah, the Congress Rajya Sabha MP, was 47
years old when he was killed. The murder was closely
linked to the gunning down of nine persons on August 3,
1992, including Hansraj Trivedi, described by the pros-
ecution as an alleged supplier of illicit liquor, at the
Radhika Gymkhana Club in the Odhav area of
Ahmedabad.Police registered a case in the Gymkhana
murder, but the investigation drew public criticism over
the failure to arrest Abdul Latif and members of his gang,
who were perceived to be responsible for the
killings.According to the prosecution, mounting public
pressure on the police to nab the accused nudged Latif
and his associates to devise a plan under which some
peripheral members of the gang would surrender, allow-
ing the principal accused to remain beyond the reach of
the law.The prosecution alleged that Latif sought the as-
sistance of local Congress party politician Hassankhan
Shamsherkhan Pathan, alias Hassanlala, to facilitate the
surrender.Valiullah, who had allegedly learnt of their plan,
was preparing a memorandum for the Congress party’s
high command to expose what the prosecution described
as “a criminal-political nexus” in the state.According to
the prosecution, Valiullah’s opposition to the proposed
arrangement led Abdul Latif and his gang to decide to
eliminate him and ‘create such fear that no one else would
step forward to oppose the plan”.The task of killing
Valiullah, according to the prosecution, was entrusted to
Rasoolkhan Yakubkhan Pathan alias Rasool Party and
his associates. Rasool Party, who remains absconding,
is also accused in the 2003 assassination of former BJP
minister Haren Pandya as one of the conspirators.

Role of Dhobi, and what happened before the
killingDhobi’s alleged role in the conspiracy figured in
his confessional statement during the trial. According to
the prosecution, he described his association with Rasool
Party and recounted the events leading to Valiullah’s
murder.The prosecution submitted that on October 9,
1992, Dhobi was summoned through another accused
and given a revolver loaded with six bullets. He was al-
legedly instructed to shoot Valiullah if another accused,
Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed Pahelwan, failed to carry
out the killing.Gang members allegedly tracked Valiullah
for several days. On October 9, 1992, a group of accused
was deputed to carry out the killing. Around 2.30 pm,
Valiullah was shot at close range while entering a Maruti
car parked outside Madhuban Building.Pradeep alias
Bakkabhai Nautamlal Dave, who had accompanied
Valiullah and was present at the spot, lodged the FIR at
Ellisbridge police station.A case was registered for mur-
der and criminal conspiracy, along with offences under
the Arms Act and the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act (TADA).The investigation was initially
handled by an Ahmedabad police team but was subse-
quently transferred to the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion. The CBI filed charges under various provisions of
TADA, the Indian Penal Code and the Arms Act.Two sub-
sequent charge sheets were also filed, and the three
cases were eventually consolidated for trial before the
designated TADA court.

YouTuber Ajeet Bharti booked for ‘derogatory
remarks’ against MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad

 The Delhi Police has booked YouTuber Ajeet Bharti
for allegedly making derogatory remarks against Nagina
MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad during his show — Andolan
Hatao Nautanki — on his YouTube channel.

He was reportedly discussing the issue of reserva-
tion and the protests at Jantar Mantar.The case was reg-
istered at North Avenue Police Station on a complaint
lodged by the Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) on Sun-
day. Chandra Shekhar is president of the party and
founder of the Bhim Army.According to the FIR, Bharti
allegedly used his public digital-media platform to pub-
lish content in which he repeatedly made “caste-based,
abusive, humiliating, sexually degrading and potentially
inflammatory statements” about the MP and Dr B R
Ambedkar.

The screenshot annexed to the complaint identifies
the accused as Ajeet Bharti (@ajeetbharti) and displays
a verified X account.The video and screenshot also iden-
tify the programme as SB79: Reservation Hatao Andolan
Nautanki & More | Saptahik Bakaiti. They display the date
and time as August 22, 2026, at 10:11 pm, with approxi-
mately 23,100 views.The complaint stated that the video
and screenshot have been submitted as prima facie elec-
tronic evidence identifying the account and establishing
the public circulation of the material.

It further requested the investigating agency to ob-
tain the original platform records, URL/permalink, account
information, upload data, metadata, views, comments,

reposts and other relevant information directly from the
platform concerned.According to the complaint, the im-
pugned recording contains a continuous sequence of
statements concerning caste, reservation, marriage and
members of Scheduled Caste communities. It alleges that
the accused repeatedly invoked caste identity in a de-
rogatory and humiliating context.Police said Bharti has
been booked under sections of the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, as well as provisions relating to promoting enmity
between different groups, criminal intimidation, and Sec-
tion 67 of the Information Technology Act.A police officer
said an investigation has been initiated and that Bharti
may be called for questioning soon.

Govt monitors onion prices, plans
calibrated buffer releases to check volatility
New Delhi: The government is closely monitoring

onion prices, market arrivals and availability across states
to ensure adequate supplies and protect consumers from
undue price volatility, government sources said on Mon-
day, adding that onion availability is currently comfort-
able to meet domestic demand in the coming months,
supported by an estimated production of 307.37 lakh met-
ric tonnes (LMT) in 2025-26 which is in line with the pre-
vious year’s production of 307.67 LMT.In addition, buffer
stocks are available for calibrated market intervention,
said sources.

The government remains committed to protecting
consumer interests while keeping farmer interests at the
centre of its price-stabilisation approach.Onion prices
have generally shown seasonal uptick and volatility from
August -September onwards owing to increased festive
season, weather conditions, supply-chain movements
and demand conditions during this period.Timely bulk
release in mandis and targeted retail sales in major con-
sumption centres play a critical role in augmenting sup-

plies and moderating undue price volatility during the
lean season, said sources.“Consistent with the strategy
adopted in previous years, Onions are being released
from buffer stock in calibrated manner based on continu-
ous monitoring of prices and market conditions across
states during the current year as well. The timing, quan-
tity and destination of such releases are calibrated ac-
cording to prevailing market conditions and identified
requirements in consumption centres,” according to gov-
ernment sources.Moreover, initiatives such as Kanda Ex-
press (bulk transportation by rail rakes) enhance logisti-
cal efficiency and facilitate the large-scale movement of
onions across the country.The Kanda Express initiative,
launched in 2024-25, has been scaled up subsequently.

During 2024-25, onion buffer stocks were trans-
ported through 14 railway rakes carrying nearly 12,000
MT of onions to five cities. In 2025-26, operations ex-
panded substantially, with 86 railway rakes transporting
around 88,000 MT of onions to 16 major cities across the
country.

Reel stars’ year-long feud, social media
 trolling end in midnight ambush at Pune cafe

.A year-long grudge aggravated by relentless so-
cial media trolling between two local ‘reel stars’ culmi-
nated in an attempt to murder inside a Pune eatery on
Independence Day, leading to the arrest of 12 people.
Among those arrested are the main conspirators, a noto-
rious history-sheeter, and both the owner and manager
of the eatery where the attack occurred.According to the
Deccan police, the dispute originated about a year ago
following a minor vehicular collision in the Kaas Pathar
area of Satara district involving engineering student
Madhavi Rajesh Kumbhar, 23, and Atharva Pramod
Jagtap, 19. Both Madhavi and Atharva, residents of
Kalepadal and Ambegaon respectively, command ac-
tive followings on Instagram as content creators.

“Following the initial altercation, the duo engaged
in a public feud, posting retaliatory videos targeting each
other. The online trolling further fuelled the tension,
prompting Madhavi and her associates to plot an am-
bush,” said Sub Inspector Yogesh More.The violent en-
counter happened in the early hours of August 15 at Cafe

Flying Gypsy in Shivajinagar on Shirole Road. Around
3.30 am, as Atharva prepared to leave the premises, the
group allegedly ambushed him.Atharva attempted to
enter the cafe for safety, but history-sheeter Rahul Sitaram
Waghmare, 20, allegedly pursued him inside and slashed
him with a sharp weapon. Waghmare’s accomplices, in-
cluding several minors, allegedly assaulted Atharva be-
fore fleeing the scene.A police team rushed to the spot,
ensured the injured teenager received medical treatment,
and began an investigation based on Atharva’s com-
plaint. The Deccan police registered a case under
charges of attempt to murder and other relevant provi-
sions.

Series of arrestsUsing CCTV footage from the cafe
and surrounding areas, the police first arrested Madhavi,
a diploma student in electronics and telecommunication,
and her associate Snehal Sanjay Sonke, 20, a fellow
content creator working in real estate.The police tracked
down and arrested the main assailant Rahul Waghmare,
who had a prior criminal record at the Kalewadi police
station, along with co-accused Shivanand Talwar, 21;
Aditya Bhalerao, 22; Priyanshu Bhosale, 22; and Prem
alias Pamya Salve, 22.On August 19, the police arrested
cafe owner Hemant Patil, 42, and manager Prem Deepak
Patil, 21. “The duo was charged with illegally operating
the venue past permissible midnight hours and attempt-
ing to destroy evidence by scrubbing bloodstains from
the crime scene,” said SI More.By August 21, three more
suspects, Vaishnavi alias Siya Ravindra Bhaskar, 22,
Samiksha Shailesh Shelke, 21, and Vaibhav Madhukar
Bhagwat, 21, were taken into custody.The police also
apprehended three minors and sent them to an observa-
tion home, while the adult accused have been remanded
to magisterial custody at the Yerwada jail.

 Offices advised WFH tomorrow,
schools to hold online classes

Following heavy rain that inundated several parts of
the Millenium City on Monday, the Gurgaon district ad-
ministration urged all corporate offices, as well as gov-
ernment and private educational institutions, to switch to
work from home (WFH) and online modes on Tuesday
(August 25).The advisory was issued by District Magis-
trate-cum-Chairperson of the District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA), Uttam Singh, to curb traffic snarls
and facilitate road and drainage clearance by civic agen-
cies.

“In view of the heavy rainfall in the district Gurugram
on 24.08.2026, there are chances of waterlogging and
traffic congestion. Therefore, all corporate offices and gov-
ernment and private schools/institutions in the district are
advised to guide their employees to work from home from
25.08.2026, so that traffic congestion can be avoided and
repair works of roads and drains can be carried out
smoothly by civic agencies,” the official order stated.The
DDMA has forwarded the directive to the District Educa-
tion Officer (DEO) and District Elementary Education Of-
ficer (DEEO) to ensure necessary compliance across all
government and private schools in the district, and to the
Department of Information and Public Relations (DIPRO)
for wide public outreach.

Gurgaon records 75 mm rain in 9 hoursAccording to
data shared by the district administration, Gurgaon tehsil
recorded the highest rainfall in the district at 75 mm be-
tween 8 am and 5 pm on Monday.This was closely fol-
lowed by Badshahpur at 65 mm and Wazirabad at 64

mm.Among other areas, Kadipur and Harsaru sub-tehsils
recorded 40 mm of rainfall each, while Manesar clocked
36 mm. Sohna received 16 mm, Pataudi 12 mm, and
Farrukhnagar recorded 7 mm of rainfall during the same
period.The intense spell of rain led to heavy waterlog-
ging on several major stretches, service lanes, and un-
derpasses across the city, including key junctions along
the Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway, Subhash Chowk —
where school buses were stuck for three hours — and
internal sector roads of Sector 45, 52, slowing traffic move-
ment during peak hours.Teams from the Gurugram Met-
ropolitan Development Authority (GMDA) and the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Gurugram (MCG) have been de-
ployed on ground with mobile pumps and machinery to
drain waterlogged roads and de-silt overflowing storm
drains.

Delhi rain disrupts flight operations;
several flights diverted, airlines issue advisories
New Delhi: More than a dozen flights from Delhi

Airport were rerouted as heavy rain and thunderstorms
lashed Delhi-NCR on Monday, while airlines issued ad-
visories urging passengers to check their flight status
before heading to the airport, according to multiple
reports.Taking to social media platform X, the airlines
said adverse weather conditions were affecting flight op-
erations and schedules.

IndiGo said it was closely monitoring the situation
and advised passengers to check real-time flight updates
and factor in extra travel time due to possible traffic
delays.“Bad weather over #Delhi has impacted flight
schedules. We are closely monitoring the weather and
doing our best to get you where you need to be, safely
and smoothly,” IndiGo wrote on X.Similarly, Air India cau-
tioned that weather-related disruptions could impact
flights to and from Delhi, urging travellers to verify their
flight status before leaving for the airport.“Adverse
weather conditions may impact flight operations to and
from Delhi today,” the airline said.Akasa Air said severe
weather in Delhi had affected certain flights across its
network, while SpiceJet warned that arrivals, departures
and connecting flights could face delays due to the
conditions.“Due to severe weather conditions in Delhi,
certain flights across our network have been impacted.
We realize that this may inconvenience your travel plans
and seek your patience and understanding. While this

situation is completely beyond our control, please rest
assured that our teams are always ready to assist you,”
Akasa Air posted on X.Meanwhile, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) issued weather alerts for Delhi,
forecasting heavy rainfall, thunderstorms, lightning and
strong gusty winds in parts of the capital.Earlier, the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI) issued travel guidelines for
flyers.“Before you travel, stay informed about local
weather conditions at your departure and arrival cities,”
AAI said on X.It also advised travellers to arrive at the
airport well in advance, as rain could affect road traffic.
“Arrive at the airport well in advance to avoid delays,” the
AAI said.

Bank strikes in September to
disrupt services across India

Kolkata: Banking services across India are likely to
be affected in September as the United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU), an umbrella body of nine bank employ-
ees’ and officers’ associations, has called for a nation-
wide strike in two separate spells.

The first strike is scheduled for September 11, fol-
lowed by a three-day strike from September 28 to 30. The
protests are expected to significantly disrupt banking op-
erations, particularly in public sector banks.The disrup-
tion will be more pronounced towards the end of Sep-
tember, with bank branches already scheduled to remain
closed on September 26, the fourth Saturday, and Sep-
tember 27, Sunday. The three-day strike on September
28, 29 and 30 will extend the disruption for five consecu-
tive days.Banking services will also be affected from Sep-
tember 11 to 13, with the one-day strike on September 11
followed by the weekend holidays on September 12 and
13.The UFBU has also warned of an indefinite strike from
October 26 if its demands are not addressed.

According to a statement issued by the UFBU on
Monday, the four-day strike has been called primarily to
press for the introduction of a five-day working week in
the banking sector and withdrawal of the performance-
linked incentive (PLI) system.Under the five-day working
week demand, all Saturdays and Sundays would be de-
clared holidays for bank employees. At present, banks
generally remain closed on Sundays and the second and
fourth Saturdays.The UFBU has termed the PLI system
discriminatory and contrary to the understanding reached
between bank employees’ unions and the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA).The unions have also raised concerns
over several unresolved issues related to the next wage
revision.

These include updating and improving pension ben-
efits, introducing a uniform dearness allowance formula
for all pensioners and settling other pending
demands.The UFBU said its meeting on Sunday unani-
mously decided to launch protest actions to press the
demands.
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GIFT City only Indian financial centre
 in Asia-Pacific top 15: Global index

 Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City)
in Gandhinagar has climbed to 37th place in the latest
Global Financial Centres Index (GFCI 40), making it the
only Indian financial centre among the top 15 in the Asia-
Pacific region and placing it ahead of Mumbai and
Delhi.The smart city in Gujarat””s capital moved up 9
notches from the previous GFCI index, where it ranked
46. Mumbai improved by three points from last time but
remains at 49, while Delhi fell to 56 from 54.

The London-based think tank Z/Yen and the
Shenzhen-based China Development Institute published
the report. The think tanks compiled the latest index after
the conflict in the Middle East began.They have been as-
sessing financial centres since 2007, when then chief
minister of Gujarat, now Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
conceptualised GIFT City.It has also improved its position
in the GFCI FinTech ranking to 26th from 29th in the pre-
vious report, indicating responses that show favourable
growth prospects.This is based on a questionnaire ask-
ing respondents which centres they think will grow in sig-
nificance over the next two to three years.The GFCI report
assesses 115 financial centres on their FinTech offering
and identifies an“innovation-supporting ecosystem, ac-
cess to finance, skilled talent, the regulatory environment

and ICT infrastructure as important elements of a com-
petitive FinTech centre, ” the report stated.Zurich ranked
in the top 10, while San Francisco fell out of the group in
the index, which assessed 117 financial centres
worldwide.New York is the only North American centre in
the top 10; San Francisco, which was in fifth place in thelast
index, dropped to 11th. While New York continues to lead
the rankings, followed by London, Hong Kong, and
Singapore, other American centres — Los Angeles, Chi-
cago, Boston and Washington, DC —featured in the top
20.“The largest fall in average ratings was in Eastern Eu-
rope & Central Asia, down 1.09%, and the largest increase
was in Asia/Pacific, where average ratings were up 1.48%,
” the report states.Among the top 15, seven are in the
Asia/Pacific region while five are in the Middle East and
Africa, highlighting the increasing importance of these
regions in global finance.The report identifies digital in-
frastructure, including cloud services, data connectivity
and cybersecurity resilience; the attraction of FinTech and
digital asset businesses; stronger anti-money laundering
and financial crime frameworks; and deeper capital mar-
kets, as priority areas for financial centres over the next
five years.GFCI 40 draws on 144 instrumental factors and
39,531 assessments from 6,147 respondents to the GFCI
online questionnaire.GIFT City is claimed to be India’s
first International Financial Services Centre. It has sev-
eral firsts to its credit, like the opening of the country’s first
offshore foreign university, when Australia’s Deakin Uni-
versity opened its international branch campus in 2024.
This was followed by the University of Wollongong (Aus-
tralia), Queen’s University, Belfast (United Kingdom), and
Coventry University (UK).The Gujarat Government also
relaxed prohibition laws inside GIFT City in 2023, allow-
ing wine-and-dine facilities in its hotels and the GIFT City
club through easy drinking permits, making it more attrac-
tive for businesses and investment. The rest of Gujarat is
under strict prohibition laws.

FTII students’ body slams
 CBFC over Umar Khalid film row

 The Film and Television Institute of India Students’
Association (FTIISA) has expressed serious concern over
the Central Board of Film Certification’s (CBFC) interven-
tion in the screening of ‘Prisoner No. 626710 is Present’,
a documentary on jailed activist Umar Khalid at IIIT
Hyderabad.In a post on X on September 17, CBFC said
that a ‘public screening’ of a documentary that has not
been certified by the board is a violation of the Cinema-
tography Act and urged IIIT Hyderabad authorities to take
action.

In a statement on the same day, the student associa-
tion of India’s most prominent film school said that it was
their duty to remind the CBFC that a university is not an
exhibition venue to be patrolled by the board.“Ironically,

this is among the first public interventions of the newly
reconstituted CBFC. In this act itself, the Board’s statutory
function has been sought to be expanded into a general
power to police the circulation and discussion of cinema
according to the ideological preferences of the ruling re-
gime,” the statement read.‘Protect academic
autonomy’FTIISA also said that this was not the first time
the documentary had been opposed by the “state”, with
its screening at National Law School of India University,
Bengaluru, also postponed due to opposition by a “state-
affiliated student organisation”.

The statement added, “What is particularly new and
concerning is the CBFC’s decision to intervene directly in
a university screening, raising serious questions about
the limits of its statutory mandate.”The FTIISA raised con-
cerns over the CBFC tagging IIIT Hyderabad authorities
calling upon them to take action. “Such an approach may
serve the cinematic ideology of the regime, but it does not
serve the cultivation of a critical and diverse cinematic
culture,” the association said.The student body called
upon educational institutes to protect student and aca-
demic autonomy and urged the CBFC to act as a statutory
body contributing meaningfully to cinematic
culture.‘Prisoner No. 626710 is Present’ is a film based
on the pre-trial incarceration of activist Umar Khalid, who
has been behind bars for over six years in connection
with the alleged larger conspiracy behind the 2020 Delhi
riots.

After weeks-long standoff, Punjab approves
 8% DA hike for employees, pensioners

The Punjab Government Friday announced an eight
per cent hike in two instalments of dearness allowance
(DA) from October, ending a weeks-long standoff with state
employees.The issue had been at the centre of the em-
ployees’ agitation over the past few weeks, with employee
and pensioner organisations demanding the release of
pending DA instalments and arrears, along with other
service-related demands.

The decision followed a meeting in Chandigarh be-
tween Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann and representa-
tives of employee and pensioners’ organisations. Punjab
Minister Aman Arora told reporters that the meeting was
held in a “congenial environment”, and Mann had a “good
discussion” with the employee representatives.The two
four-per cent instalments will take the DA for government

employees and pensioners to 50 per cent.Arora said the
decision to release the eight per cent DA would put an
additional burden of Rs 248 crore every month on the
state exchequer and require an additional Rs 1,750 crore
over the remaining seven months of the current financial
year.He said the court cases filed in connection with the
dispute were also discussed, with both the Chief Minister
and employee representatives saying they did not want
to pursue them.While the DA issue has been resolved for
now, the organisations have several other pending de-
mands. Arora said they would take up these issues in
separate monthly meetings with the employee
organisations.The standoff had also led to a failed meet-
ing between Mann and employee representatives in
Jalandhar. Mann then maintained that employees should
withdraw their agitation before talks could be held. The
government had also invoked the “no work, no pay” prin-
ciple during the agitation over employees’ absence from
duty.The employee organisations refused to call off the
protest and the Chief Minister left without holding the pro-
posed meeting.The situation changed after representa-
tives of the employee organisations met Chief Secretary
KAP Sinha. This paved the way for a meeting with Mann
Friday.Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema, Arora, and
Cabinet Minister Dr Baljit Kaur attended Friday””s meet-
ing. Twelve representatives of various employee and pen-
sioner organisations participated in the meeting.

Blinkit delivery partner assaulted in
Himachal Pradesh over delayed order

Blinkit delivery partner assaultBlinkit delivery part-
ner Anup Chauhan told the police he was assaulted by a
customer after an argument over a delay in delivering an
order. (Photo: Himachal Pradesh Police. Image enhanced
using AI)A Blinkit delivery partner was allegedly assaulted
by a customer in Himachal Pradesh’s Solan following a
dispute over the delayed delivery of an order, the police
said on Friday.According to the police, around 2 am on
Thursday, delivery partner Anup Chauhan informed offi-
cials at the city police post that he had been assaulted by
a customer. Identifying the customer initially posed a chal-
lenge as his mobile number was not displayed on the
Blinkit app. Following an investigation, he was identified
as Puneet Sharma, 32, of Lakkar Bazaar in Solan.The
investigation revealed that on Wednesday night, Sharma
had placed an order through Blinkit. As there was some

delay in delivering the order, an argument reportedly broke
out between Sharma and Chauhan over the phone. Later,
Sharma reached the Thodo Ground bus stop to collect his
order, where the two allegedly got involved in a minor
physical altercation over the earlier dispute.The police
examined CCTV footage from the area and analysed avail-
able technical evidence. “The complainant was medically
examined, following which his medico-legal certificate
was obtained,” Sai Dattatreya Verma, Superintendent of
Police, Solan, said.“The delivery partner had alleged in
the morning that Sharma had shown him a pistol during
the altercation. However, the allegation could not be cor-
roborated during the investigation. Subsequently, he told
the police that a mobile phone had fallen from Sharma’s
pocket onto the ground during the scuffle and that he had
initially mistaken the object for a pistol or revolver,” Verma
added.

Mamata camp backs
Congress in Nandigram
bypoll after candidate
 withdraws nomination

Former West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee
on Friday announced that her party will support the Con-
gress in the Nandigram assembly bypoll, hours after her
camp’s candidate withdrew from the contest following a
meeting with CM Suvendu Adhikari.The move comes
hours after the Election Commission assigned the Mamata
Banerjee-led faction a new party name and symbol for
the October 6 bypolls, effectively ending its immediate
claim to the Trinamool Congress’ traditional identity.

Banerjee also hit out at the Election Commission
over its decision to freeze the TMC’s name and symbol,
and said the move was “arbitrary”.She accused the BJP
of trying to “destroy opposition parties” in the
country.Describing the development as a “black day for
democracy”, Banerjee questioned the EC’s decision to
freeze the party’s traditional ‘Jora Ghash Phul’ (twin flow-
ers and grass) symbol, which she said had been associ-
ated with the organisation for 28 years.“How can they
(EC) freeze my symbol, which has been with us since the
beginning for the last 28 years?” she said.The EC on Fri-
day allotted the Banerjee-led faction the name ‘Mamata
All India Trinamool Congress’ and the ‘Football Player’
symbol for the October 6 bypolls, while the rival Arup Roy-
led group was given the name ‘Democratic Trinamool
Congress’ and the ‘Envelope’ symbol.

Eknath Shinde’s missing
phone prompts late-night

search on aircraft

 Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde’s return from
a week-long London visit turned into a brief late-night
search for his mobile phone after he realised that he had
left it on a British Airways flight. The phone was found
following a search on the flight.Eknath Shinde’s flight
landed at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Air-
port after a nine-hour return journey from London, the
United Kingdom. Shiv Sena MLAs Prakash Surve, Murji
Patel and Tukaram Kate, along with party workers, were
at the airport to receive him. Television crews were also
present.

Shinde spent considerable time accepting bouquets
and speaking with television channels about the awards
he had received during his London visit. He then left the
airport and reached home. It was only after he reached
his residence that he realised his phone was missing.His
security team was immediately informed.The police con-
tacted the British Airways security office at the airport and
sought a thorough check of the aircraft. They found the
phone within an hour and handed it over to Shinde.A
source close to Shinde said the incident was hardly un-
usual for him. His personal assistants usually handle his
phones.“He is always surrounded by people, handling
files, reading and signing papers, often with a pen in his
hand, and meeting people continuously. In the middle of
all this, he sometimes forgets where he has kept his
phone. The recent incident was just another instance of
what he normally does,” the source said.This was also
not the first time Shinde had misplaced his phone. He
once lost his mobile phone when he was serving as the
chief minister. It was recovered later.Shinde had left for
London on September 5. During the visit, he received
three awards: the ‘Commonwealth Leadership Recogni-
tion’ at the House of Lords, the ‘Statesmanship’ award at
the House of Commons, and the ‘Global Pride of
Maharashtra’ award from Maharashtra Mandal.He also
met cricketer Virat Kohli, visited a memorial associated
with Dr BR Ambedkar, and even had a vada pav on the
streets of London. He came back on September 12.

AI-powered cardiac
monitoring technology to

launch in India on September 26
Hyderabad: Czech health-tech firm Kardi Ai is set to

launch its AI-powered long-term cardiac monitoring tech-
nology in India, with its official debut scheduled for Sep-
tember 26 in Hyderabad.The technology was announced
at the Federation of Telangana Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FTCCI) by Dr Ramana Jagarlamudi and Dr
Raghavendra Rao. The prescription-grade system com-
bines a lightweight wearable ECG chest strap, mobile
connectivity and AI analytics.Facilitated by Eurasia Medi-
cal Technologies LLP, the innovation addresses a major
diagnostic gap by detecting intermittent heart abnormali-
ties that may be missed by brief ECGs or 24-hour Holter
monitoring, a press release said.Holding an Indian MD-
15 licence and EU MDR Class IIa certification, the device
is designed to assist physicians without replacing clinical
judgment.With cardiovascular disease being India’s lead-
ing cause of death and 220 million citizens battling hyper-
tension

Eknath Shinde leaves
iPhone on London-Mumbai
flight, recovered in an hour

Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
reportedly left his iPhone on a British Airways flight while
returning to Mumbai from London, prompting a late-night
search at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Air-
port.

According to a Jansatta report, the flight landed in
Mumbai at around 2 am after Shinde’s week-long Lon-
don visit. He reportedly reached home before realising at
around 3 am that his iPhone was missing. His team then
alerted the police, who contacted the airline’s security
personnel.The phone was reportedly located inside the
aircraft and returned to Shinde at around 4 am — roughly
an hour after the search began.Shinde had travelled to
London on September 5 with close associates and spent
about a week in the UK. During the visit, he attended
several events and reportedly received three honours.
His itinerary also included a meeting with cricketer Virat
Kohli and a visit to the memorial at Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar’s former residence.The Maharashtra Deputy
CM also drew attention during the trip after being seen
eating vada pav in London.According to the report, Shinde
regularly uses an iPhone for video calls and sometimes
hands the device to his personal assistant during meet-
ings. The incident was not reportedly the first time he had
misplaced a mobile phone. Earlier, when he was the
Maharashtra Chief Minister, Shinde had misplaced a
phone which was later recovered.

 Brain-dead farmer’s organs
donated to three patients

Hyderabad: Family members of a 58-year-old farmer,
Maddipati Hanumantha Rao from Tanuku, West Godavari,
Andhra Pradesh, who was declared as brain dead, have
donated his organs to needy patients under the State-run
Jeevandan organ donation initiative.Hanumantha Rao
suffered a serious neurological condition and underwent
bifrontal decompressive craniectomy on September 14.
Immediately his family members shifted him to a private
hospital in Hyderabad for emergency treatment.With his
health not improving, the attending team of doctors de-
clared him as brain dead on Thursday, September 17.The
brain dead farmer’s wife and son, Maddipati Suvarchala
and Lalitha Shankar made the decision to donate his

 Chaos continues in SIR
process

Placing the burden of proof on voters is the
key problematic area of the ongoing electoral rolls
revision exercise in several States. Authorities are
issuing notices at random, asking people to submit
additional documents to prove they are genuine vot-
ers. Despite the Supreme Court’s intervention to
simplify the process and provide relief to ordinary
citizens from the stifling procedures, the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls remains
mired in controversy. Some of the country’s most
prominent citizens have received notices over dis-
crepancies in their voter records. A look at the list
would certainly leave one baffled. It includes former
Deputy Prime Minister LK Advani, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, former Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar, Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta and AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal.
Ironic as it may seem, even Election Commissioner
SS Sandhu has been issued a notice under this
exercise being conducted by the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI). If this is the situation befalling
high-profile individuals, one can well imagine the
plight of lesser mortals who are at risk of being re-
moved from the rolls. While there should be no two
opinions about the need for revision of electoral rolls
as mandated under the Constitution, it is the man-
ner in which the EC is going about the process that
has raised concerns. The poll panel must adopt a
more flexible approach so that all eligible voters
can exercise their franchise. There are genuine con-
cerns that unreasonable procedures and an ever-
expanding set of additional documents could lead
to mass disenfranchisement.Marginalised groups
such as migrant labourers, women and the poor
would be the most affected. This negates the very
purpose of democracy, which is to facilitate acces-
sibility, rather than raise barriers. Instead of inspir-
ing confidence, the Election Commission’s hasty
drive has created confusion among the people. More
than 33 lakh notices have been issued in Delhi
alone, particularly in cases where voters could not
be mapped to the 2002 intensive revision. The ECI
and Delhi’s Chief Electoral Officer have stressed
that receiving a notice does not mean vote dele-
tion. Voters are being given an opportunity to sub-
mit documents and respond, with final decisions
subject to due process. Electoral rolls must be pe-
riodically updated to remove duplicate, ineligible or
deceased voters while ensuring that eligible citizens
are not excluded. Both objectives are equally im-
portant. However, the appearance of late econo-
mist Bibek Debroy’s name among those “unmapped
with last SIR” — almost two years after his death
— illustrates how database-driven exercises can
produce glaring anomalies.
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UP Deputy CM promises students
meeting with Union minister

 Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak
Saturday assured a student delegation that he would take
up their demands over “reservation reform” with the BJP
central brass and arrange their meeting with a Union
minister in the national capital over the issue.The “reser-
vation reform” movement, or Reservation Hatao Andolan,
is currently being held at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi,
seeking a complete overhaul of the reservation system in
the country, demanding that public education and em-
ployment quotas be solely to an income or economic
criteria framework.

In a joint press conference with the delegation,
Pathak said, “Our government is with each and every
youth. We are committed to fulfilling the dreams of all of
them. We will place their demands before the party’s cen-
tral leadership. In the next two days, we will arrange a
meeting of their delegation with a Union minister.”Efforts
would be made through dialogue for resolving the prob-
lems of students and their legitimate demands, he
added.A letter had also been received from the delega-
tion, which would be conveyed to the central leadership,

the Deputy CM said.
The letter read, “We believe that in the education

system that exists at present, some children are very high
in merit, while some children are very low. The main is-
sue of our movement is that there should be equal devel-
opment of intellectual ability among all students, so that
equal opportunities can be available in further profes-
sional courses. For this, the number of opportunities
should be increased, so that no student faces injustice
and society benefits.”Harsh Dubey, a student represen-
tative, said, “We are holding a peaceful protest. Our de-
mand is that every youth of the country should get equal
opportunities. We have been assured that a meeting
would be arranged for us within two days.”

Harsh, a NEET aspirant, and his businessman
brother Abhishek Agnihotri, had led a protest against res-
ervation at Jantar Mantar on Friday.He gained attention
during a television debate where he spoke about reser-
vation and argued that students were failing to qualify
due to the marginal difference in marks created by the
reservation system. Harsh, who hails from Uttar Pradesh
and currently resides in Noida, later posted videos on his
social media accounts calling for a protest in demand of
reforms in the reservation system.On August 2, he an-
nounced that he would sit at Jantar Mantar alone after
obtaining permission from the Delhi Police. However, his
request was turned down by the authorities citing the
imposition of Section 163 of the BNSS that pertains to
preventive orders to stop nuisance, danger or public dis-
order. He also announced plans to launch a reservation
reform movement after a social media page with the name
of ‘Reservation Hatao Andolan’ was created.

Week after labour unrest, Surat
textile industry agrees to workers’ key

demands to ‘ensure peace & productivity’

 AHEAD OF another weekend, Surat’s textile indus-
tries gave in to some of the demands raised by labourers
one of which was extra pay for working on Sundays or off
days. Last Sunday (August 16), labourers in the Vedant
Eco Park in Amroli industrial estate forced shutting down
of embroidery units, prompting workers to exit the facto-
ries, leading to a clash with the police.In all three FIRs
were registered at the Amroli police station following the
violence and the labour unrest and eight persons were
arrested.

On Friday, representatives of the state labour de-
partment and around 400 textile industrialists met for the
second time in the week, with the intervention of city po-
lice officers, to discuss the demands by the labourers –
weekly off on Sundays or extra wages, eight-hour daily
shifts instead of 12, salary to be paid in the first week of
the month and Diwali bonus.In the meeting led by Assis-
tant Commissioner of Police Parth Chovatiya, police of-
ficers tried to convince the industries to concede to their
demands so that production is not hampered and there
were no law and order issues.Those textile embroidery
units that participated were from Ambrotech industrial
estate, Sai Ambro, Vedant Eco park 1 and 2, Anajani
estates and others.

A labour department official, who did not wish to be
named, told this newspaper, “After the meeting, we
realised that finding no platform to air their grievances,
they resorted to social media to convey the message to
the unit owners.Earlier, these labourers used to stick pam-
phlets on the walls outside the factories at public places
and urge the labourers to comply with their demands. In
the present case, the majority of the demands were met.
The labourers were satisfied with the outcome of the
meeting with us and the police. We have asked labourers
to contact us if they face any problems and requested
them not to take law and order into their hands.”“We are
ready to make a compromise with the labourers and act
on their demands. We have carried out a meeting with
the textile factory owners on this issue late on Friday night,
and all were in support of keeping the factories running,
as there is good demand for orders which are pending,
and we have to deliver the finished fabric on time.”He
further added, “Workers get a day off when there is a
maintenance shut down one day in the week. We will
negotiate with the workers to pay for working on their off
days. Apart from this, we have also agreed to give the
salary in the first week of every month. We used to give

Diwali bonuses to all workers, and this year we will also
give them, but the amount should be negotiated. The
eight-hour shift is not possible, they will have to work for
12 hours. Hopefully they will agree on this point.”Krishna
Yadav (27), a resident of Amroli who works in an embroi-
dery factory at Vedant Eco-park 2 and hails from Biihar,
said, “We resumed our duties on August 18 and our fac-
tory owner is also happy, as he is also worried about
delivering goods on time to other parties. We were also
part of the protest. The factory owner had told us that he
was ready to give a week off with salary, not on Sunday
but on another day, to which we agreed. But we are sat-
isfied that the majority of our demands are met.”On Au-
gust 16, trouble started at two embroidery units in the
Vedant Eco Park -2 in Amroli owned by Vishal Goti where
at least 500 labourers came out on the streets forcibly
shutting down power supply in the automated textile em-
broidery factories. The next day, trouble also began in
Sachin textile estates but the police were called early
and they began patrolling the area.Goti filed a complaint
against a group of around 200 people who came to his
factory and forcefully shut down and threatened his work-
ers to join the protest.

According to the FIR, over 300 such factories were
forcibly shut by the labourers in Amroli area. Based on
Goti’s complaint, the Amroli police registered an offence
against 500 workers under BNS 189 (2)(unlawful assem-
bly), 190 (states that every member of an unlawful as-
sembly is guilty of any offense committed by any member
of that group in prosecution of their common object), 191
(2) (Punishment for simple rioting), 122 (2) (voluntarily
causing hurt upon receiving grave and sudden provoca-
tion), 329 (4) (house trespass), 296 (b) (crime to sing,
recite, or say any obscene songs, poems, or words in or
near a public place), 351 (2) (simple criminal intimida-
tion), and 61 (2) (criminal conspiracy).Crime Branch of-
ficer Amitkumar Dubey who was injured in the stone pelt-
ing also lodged a complaint based on which an FIR was
registered against a mob of 500 labourers at Amroli po-
lice station on August 17. These labourers were booked
under BNS 189 (2) (unlawful assembly), 190 (every per-
son in an unlawful assembly is guilty of any crime com-
mitted by the group), 191 (2) (Punishment for simple riot-
ing), 122 (2) (voluntarily causing hurt upon receiving grave
and sudden provocation), 121(2) (voluntarily causing hurt
or grievous hurt to a public servant to deter them from
discharging their lawful duty).The third FIR was based on
a complaint by Amroli police constable Ravirajsinh
Harisinh against an Instagram id user, at the Amroli po-
lice station on August 17. He alleged that the Instagram
user had in a social media post, used “abusive language
on police and incited labourers.

Amroli police inspector J B Vanar said, “In these
three offences, we have arrested eight accused. We are
also looking for others. After the offence and arrest pro-
cedures were completed, no other untoward incidents
occurred. The industries are currently operating at full
strength. Our police teams are patrolling in different in-
dustrial pockets, and also at some sensitive areas we
have deployed police staff to maintain law and order.

ED raids Jaipur pastor over Rs 2.88 crore foreign funds,
‘conversion’ activities among dalits and tribals

 The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) on Saturday
said that its Jaipur zonal office conducted search opera-
tions on Friday at two premises in Jaipur linked to a pas-
tor. As per the ED, the pastor allegedly received foreign
funds for proselytization activities among Dalit Valmiki
and Tribal Bhil communities in Jaipur and southern
Rajasthan.ED officials said the searches were conducted
under the provisions of the Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA), 1999, in connection with misutilisation
of foreign donations of more than Rs 2 crore received
without having Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) registration and other than declared
purpose.FCRA governs the acceptance and utilisation of
foreign contribution received in India from a foreign
source.

The ED said that the investigation was initiated
based on intelligence that pastor Ravi Mohan Pahadiya,
a Protestant Missionary affiliated with Hope Ministry, was
illegally receiving foreign funds to the tune of Rs 2.20
crore primarily from a US-based donor namely Thomas
Eugene Lynch, for proselytization and conversion activi-

ties in Jaipur and tribal dominated southern Rajasthan.The
ED investigation revealed that Pahadiya and his wife
Gunjan Sharma received foreign funds to the tune of Rs
2.34 crore mainly by showing purpose of business and
management consultancy and public relations services
and inward remittance from non-residents Indians to-
wards family maintenance and savings, out of which most
of the funds was received from Thomas E Lynch.

ABVP stir against Christ University
promotion policy in Ghaziabad

EMS  News Agency,  Sept 23While the university
had revised its promotion policy for other courses in line
with the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP), the School
of Law's policy was unchanged since it falls under the
ambit of Bar Council of India regulations, the administra-
tion said.Tensions continued to simmer at Christ
University’s Ghaziabad campus for the second day on
Saturday, as around 20 people, including members of
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) and stu-
dents, gathered outside the Mariam Nagar campus to
protest the varsity’s promotion policy. The protest began
on Friday after 13 students were denied promotion to
fourth year due to backlogs.

Even as the varsity officials said that a memoran-
dum submitted by the affected students will be placed
before its Examination Committee on Monday for consid-
eration, Christ University has lodged a complaint with the
Ghaziabad Police against ABVP members who have
been protesting outside its campus, The Indian Express
has learnt. The complaint has been acknowledged by
the Ghaziabad Police Commissionerate.On Saturday, the
protesters raised slogans and burnt an effigy outside the
campus amid police deployment. Officers said the stu-
dents and ABVP members, who claimed to be represent-
ing the affected students’ families, were dispersed after
some time. There was no violent clash, and nobody was
injured.Policy at the centre of rowAround 13 students of
the School of Law’s BA LLB programme at the Ghaziabad
campus face a delay in promotion after completing their
third year as they have not cleared backlogs from the first
or second year.While the university had revised its pro-
motion policy for other courses in line with the National
Education Policy 2020 (NEP), the School of Law’s policy
was unchanged since it falls under the ambit of Bar Coun-
cil of India regulations, the administration said.

Under this policy, according to the officials, students
are required to “successfully complete” all courses from
the first year to be promoted to the third year, and all
courses of the first and second years to be promoted to
the fourth year.For promotion to subsequent semesters,
the policy mandates that students must have been cleared
in at least 50% of the total number of courses, including
practical courses, from the cumulative semesters of the
previous academic years, unless otherwise specified
under programme regulations.

The revision made by the university on March 25

withdrew the earlier restrictions on promoting third-year
UG students with first-year backlogs, while retaining the
other promotion requirements. Law students, however,
were excluded from the revision as it applied only to UG
programmes covered under the NEP.Prof Akhilesh Tiwari,
in-charge of administration at the Ghaziabad campus and
an MBA faculty member, told The Indian Express that the
issue affected students across multiple campuses and
therefore could not be resolved through a campus-spe-
cific decision.“The university has six campuses. Around
13 students face backlogs after finishing third year here,
while in other campuses the number is higher: Banga-
lore has roughly 23, and two other campuses too have
such students. There cannot be individual site-level de-
cision that can be taken as a uniform action would be
required across all these campuses.”Tiwari said students
had been given time to clear their backlogs and that the
university had received undertaking letters from them stat-
ing that they were aware of the promotion policy.

Tanishq Shishodia, ABVP’s Ghaziabad media co-
ordinator, said attendance shortage was among the rea-
sons behind student backlogs. “Detention is a regular
issue on this campus. They take hefty fines for attendance
shortages and allow students to appear for examinations,
but for those who aren’t able to pay those who suffer and
are not promoted,” he claimed.He said some students
were being affected by the Promotion Policy despite hav-
ing only one or two backlogs. “There is a student who
had only one backlog in the first year and is now also
being detained. Many students have one or two back-
logs because they missed passing by a very small mar-
gin,” he said, adding, “Parents are desperate and have
been travelling back-and-forth for the past two months.
We came to know about the issue five or six days ago,
when parents approached us and said that nothing was
happening on the matter,” Shishodia said.

Anishka Joshi, one of the four affected students who
was protesting in front of the campus, said the policy had
effectively extended her five-year law programme by an-
other year. “Pursuing law itself is a five-year process,
which this has made into a six-year strenuous task. When
my father raised the issue with the administration, mem-
bers responded by making what I felt were casual re-
marks about suicide,” she alleged.Another student from
the 2023 batch, who was also present at the protest on
Saturday, said medical reasons had prevented them from
appearing for three examinations in the third and fourth
semesters. The student also alleged that they were de-
nied a scribe for one examination.The student also ques-
tioned the application of the policy to law students, argu-
ing that legal education operates outside the NEP
framework.Satyam Sahu, a BBA LLB (Honours) student
of the 2022 batch, said a medical condition and an atten-
dance shortfall had affected his academic progression.
Sahu claimed his attendance stood at 72.77% against
the university’s 73 per cent threshold, resulting in his
detention.He said he subsequently had to appear for 13
examinations across the sixth, seventh and eighth se-
mesters within a 24-day period.

 Haryana’s stamp duty
exemption for daughters’ children

Haryana has clarified a long-standing ambiguity over
its 100 per cent stamp duty exemption on lifetime trans-
fers of immovable property within families. The clarifica-
tion now makes it clear that daughters’ children are en-
titled to the same stamp duty benefit as sons’ children.
The issue arose from a 2014 notification whose English
and Hindi versions used different terms for “grandchil-
dren”. The discrepancy led to confusion at the local level
and, in some cases, denied daughters’ children the ex-
emption. The government has now formally corrected the
wording through a gazette corrigendum. Here is what the
clarification means, why the issue surfaced and how it
relates to women’s property rights.

What exactly happened?
On June 16, 2014, the Haryana government remit-

ted 100 per cent stamp duty under Section 9 of the Indian
Stamp Act, 1899, on property transfer deeds executed
during the owner’s lifetime in favour of specified blood
relations, including parents, children, grandchildren, sib-
lings and spouses.However, while the English version of
the notification broadly used the term “grandchildren”,
the Hindi version mentioned only ‘pautra-pautri’, which
generally refers to a son’s children. This created confu-
sion at the level of local sub-registrar offices and, often,
resulted in daughters’ children being denied the stamp
duty exemption.

Why did it not become an issue earlier?
The issue remained largely unnoticed because

property transfers in Haryana have traditionally followed
a patriarchal pattern. Agricultural land, residential plots
and other immovable property are generally transferred
by parents to their sons, while transfers in favour of daugh-
ters have historically been less common.In some cases,
property owners also transferred property directly to their
grandsons or granddaughters. However, since transfers

to daughters themselves were relatively fewer, transfers
to their children were even less common. As a result, the
ambiguity in the notification did not emerge as a major
administrative issue.

How did it become an issue?
The issue began receiving greater attention in re-

cent years amid rising property prices and greater aware-
ness of women’s equal property rights following impor-
tant judicial decisions.Although transfers to daughters
remain relatively limited, more families have started trans-
ferring property to their daughters. In some cases, prop-
erty owners also sought to transfer property to their daugh-
ters’ children, just as they could to their sons’ children.A
senior Haryana government official said that over the past
year, the authorities began receiving representations from
families seeking to transfer property to their daughters’
children and requesting that they be given the same
stamp duty exemption available for sons’ children.

How did Haryana officials resolve the ambiguity?
During examination of the issue, officials found the

discrepancy between the English and Hindi versions of
the 2014 notification. While the English version referred
broadly to “grandchildren”, the Hindi version specifically
referred to pautra-pautri, creating an impression that only
a son’s children were covered.Officials also examined
Section 8 of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, which lays
down the rules of intestate succession for the property of
a Hindu male.Based on the legal position and the word-
ing of the original notification, the authorities concluded
that there was no reason to deny the same stamp duty
benefit to a daughter’s children.A file was subsequently
moved for approval. It was cleared by Haryana Financial
Commissioner (Revenue) Dr Sumita Misra and subse-
quently approved by Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini.The Haryana government then issued a
corrigendum in the state gazette on August 13, replacing
the earlier reference to pautra-pautri with pautra-pautri,
dohata-dohati/nati-natin. The clarification means that chil-
dren of daughters are entitled to the same 100 per cent
stamp duty exemption as children of sons when eligible
property is transferred to them during the owner’s life-
time.

How do women activists view the decision?
Women’s rights activists have welcomed the clarifi-

cation but said it should have come much earlier.
Shakuntala Jakhar, vice president of the Haryana

unit of the All India Democratic Women’s Association
(AIDWA), described the move as positive, saying it would
make it easier for families to transfer property to daugh-
ters’ children without an additional stamp duty burden. In
Haryana, for general cases, the stamp duty for registra-
tion of a sale deed is generally 7 per cent for men and 5
per cent for women.Jakhar said the government and so-
cial organisations must do more to strengthen women’s
property rights and ensure that girls are able to exercise
their legal rights in their fathers’ property.

What does the law say about equal property rights?
In a significant judgment aimed at ensuring “right of

equality” of a daughter in a Hindu Undivided Family, the
Supreme Court in August 2020 held that she will have
coparcenary right, or equal right to family property by
birth, irrespective of whether her father was alive

Haryana has clarified
that daughters’ children
are entitled to the same
100% stamp duty exemp-
tion as sons’ children on
eligible lifetime property
transfers.
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No plot, no premeditation; Badal attack
was ‘spur-of-the-moment’ act, say cops

Nearly 10 days after 63-year-old Jaspal Singh was
arrested for allegedly attacking Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
leader and former Punjab Deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir
Singh Badal at Gurdwara Mata Sahib Devan Ji in
Nanded, the police investigation has found no evidence
of a wider conspiracy. Singh appears to have acted alone,
with the attack being a spur-of-the-moment decision after
a meditation session, according to police.

Singh told investigators that he felt morally compelled
to attack Badal, whom he blamed for the worsening drug
crisis in Punjab during the SAD-BJP government’s de-
cade in power. Police said they independently examined
his claims through technical evidence, interrogation, and
statements from people around him before concluding
that he acted alone.“He is a deeply religious person who
is known to be involved in meditation sessions and prayers
most of the time. He blamed Badal for the worsening

drug crisis in Punjab and, ever since he heard about
Badal’s visit to the gurdwara where he was serving, he
felt he had to do something,” an officer said.Singh told
police that during a prayer session he felt a call from
Waheguru to attack Badal, following which he decided to
act, the officer said.

“After going through technical evidence, his interro-
gation and recording statements of those around him, it
appears that he was acting alone and that no one else
was involved in the attack,” the officer said.Singh is ex-
pected to be produced before a local court on
Monday.Police said Singh had left his wife and daughter
in Pune in 2023 and subsequently became a Nihang
Sikh sevadar (volunteer) in Nanded. He was a lawyer by
profession and had worked with a corporate firm in
Mumbai, police said.The attack took place when Badal
was coming down the gurdwara’s steps. Singh, who was
standing there with three others, allegedly lunged at Badal
with a kirpan (dagger). A Maharashtra Police officer from
Badal’s security detail intervened and stopped him. The
officer also suffered minor injuries.Badal, 64, sustained
an injury to his hand and was taken to a local hospital for
treatment.Singh’s stated motive comes against the back-
drop of sustained political attacks on the SAD leadership
over the drug problem in Punjab. The Aam Aadmi Party
and other political rivals have accused the SAD-BJP gov-
ernment of failing to curb the spread of synthetic drugs
while it was in power in the state.Badal’s family has also
faced political scrutiny over the issue. His brother-in-law
and SAD leader Bikram Singh Majithia was arrested by
Punjab Police in a narcotics case and was later granted
bail.

Punjab man shot while delivering pizza
in US, family seeks help to bring body

A 28-year-old man from Punjab’s Kapurthala district
was shot dead in the United States on Saturday while
reportedly on his way to deliver a pizza, leaving behind a
debt-ridden family that had borrowed lakhs of rupees to
send him abroad hoping to improve its financial
condition.Gurdeep Singh, who hailed from Jabbowal vil-
lage near Begowal in Kapurthala, went to the US around
10 years ago and worked as a pizza delivery worker in
New York for several years.The family said Gurdeep’s
cousin Sahil, who lived with him in the US, informed it of
the incident after receiving information from pizza com-
pany officials.

“Sahil told us that Gurdeep was attacked by armed
assailants while he was going to deliver a pizza. He was
taken to hospital with injuries but could not survive,” said
a family source.His father Pyara Lal said the family was
poor and had borrowed around Rs 30 lakh to send
Gurdeep to the US. The family survives on daily-wage
labour and owns no agricultural land.“We had taken a
huge loan to send him abroad, and even after all these
years, the debt has not been fully repaid,” he said.Pyara
Lal said Gurdeep was going to deliver a pizza when he
was surrounded by some people. The family was told
that the attackers had come to rob him and shot him when
they were unable to loot him.

His uncle Daler Chand said Gurdeep was unmar-

ried and was expected to visit the family next year.Gurdeep
has a brother, who lives in the village and takes care of
the family.Family’s appeal to central and state
governmentsThe family has appealed to the state and
Union governments to provide assistance in bringing
Gurdeep’s body back to India at the earliest. They have
also sought the intervention of the authorities to coordi-
nate with the US administration, ensure a fair investiga-
tion into the killing, arrest those responsible, and ensure
they are punished.North American Punjabi Association
(NAPA) executive director Satnam Singh Chahal de-
manded justice for Gurdeep.Chahal said the exact mo-
tive behind his murder should be brought out and that the
Incident should not be seen as an isolated one.

70-year-old UP man arrested for raping,
impregnating minor granddaughter

 A 70-year-old man was arrested for allegedly rap-
ing his granddaughter at his home in Hathras, Uttar
Pradesh, over the past three months. The police said the
girl is now two months pregnant.The matter came to light
after the girl complained of stomach pain and was found

to be pregnant.
“We have arrested the victim’s grandfather in the

case. The victim’s detailed medical examination is being
conducted,” a police officer said.The girl’s mother died
six years ago, and her father is a labourer. She had been
staying at her maternal uncle’s house and returned home
around four months ago.The police said the girl com-
plained of severe stomach pain to neighbours on Satur-
day. They informed her father, who was away at work. He
took his daughter to a nearby private clinic, where a doc-
tor conducted a test and found that she was pregnant.
The girl subsequently told her father about the alleged
sexual assault.Also on Saturday, the girl went to the po-
lice station with her father and filed a complaint, stating
that her grandfather first raped her a few days after she
returned from her maternal uncle’s house. Other family
members were away at the time. Despite her protests, he
allegedly continued to sexually assault her on subse-
quent occasions.

‘Spreading pseudoscience: Prashant Bhushan
attacks government at Dabholkar lecture

Prashant BhushanSupreme Court advocate
Prashant Bhushan accused the Modi government of pro-
moting pseudoscience and undermining scientific tem-
per while delivering the Dabholkar Memorial Lecture in
Pune (Express photo/Special arrangement).Delivering
the Shaheed Dr Narendra Dabholkar Memorial Lecture
in Pune on August 22, Supreme Court advocate Prashant
Bhushan accused the Narendra Modi government of
spreading pseudoscience instead of promoting scientific
temper.

The memorial lecture, titled ‘Attacks on Scientific
Temper and India Today’, was organised by the
Maharashtra Andhashraddha Nirmoolan Samiti (MANS).
Dr Narendra Dabholkar, a prominent rationalist and anti-
superstition campaigner, was shot dead in Pune on Au-
gust 20, 2013.Criticising the political leadership, Bhushan
said, “What Dr Dabholkar tried to do and what the current
ruling dispensation is doing are exact opposites. The
Prime Minister makes completely unscientific statements
and spreads falsehoods… Sometimes he claims he is
non-biological and sent directly by God. While inaugu-
rating a hospital in Mumbai, he claimed that Lord
Ganesha’s trunk was attached using plastic surgery and
that Karna from the Mahabharata was a test-tube baby.
He even suggested that radars do not work through
clouds—statements that are completely
unscientific.”Emphasising the importance of rational
thinking, Bhushan added: “Scientific temper requires logi-
cal thought and reasoning. Science and technology
emerge from reasoned thought, driving progress. It is only
through reasoning that we can determine whether what
we are told is true or false.”During the event, Bhushan
released English translations of 10 booklets originally
written in Marathi by Dr Dabholkar, translated by Profes-
sor Rahi Dahake.

Rohtak MP Deepender Hooda regrets Sajjan
Kumar remarks, says words were twisted

Facing backlash for his comments expressing con-
dolences on the death of 1984 anti-Sikh riots convict
Sajjan Kumar, Rohtak Congress MP Deepender Hooda
Sunday expressed regret to the Sikh community for his
remarks.He also denied referring to Sajjan Kumar as a
‘role model’ and said his words have been twisted by the
BJP’s IT cell to discredit him.“For the past two days, I
have been observing that my statement is being twisted
and presented to people. An English word is also being
inserted into my statement – one that I never uttered, nor
did I mean anything remotely like that,” said Hooda in a
statement put out on X.

He further said, “I had no intention whatsoever of
hurting any of our brothers. I cannot even think of hurting
our brothers from the Sikh community. Nor did I ever have
any such feeling. Even so, the Sikh community is our own

family. If any brother’s feelings have been hurt, then I am
your brother, and I express my regret. My intention and
purpose were never to hurt anyone’s heart.”He further
said the Sikh community is a glorious community and he
takes pride in such a community that has made sacrifices
that can never be forgotten. “Whether it is the defence of
the country’s borders today or the struggle for the country’s
independence, the sacrifices the Sikh community has
made for the nation fill us with pride. We share a family-
like relationship with the Sikh community. Whenever the
need arose, we always stood together like younger and
elder brothers – that is the nature of our bond.”

The Rohtak MP added that in 1908, during the ‘Pagri
Sambhal Jatta’ movement in Punjab, his own great-
grandfather Chaudhary Maturam was sentenced to Kala
Pani along with Shahid-e-Azam Bhagat Singh’s uncle
Sardar Ajit Singh.“From then onwards, right up to the farm-
ers’ movement, when our farmer brothers from Punjab
came, I myself was among the first to stand with them. We
have always been together in every struggle. And re-
garding what happened in 1984, we stand with the Sikh
community in their fight for justice as well. They must get
justice; no guilty person should be spared,” he
said.Hooda’s remarks on Thursday while expressing
condolences on 1984 anti-Sikh riot convict Sajjan
Kumar’s death had kicked up a storm in Punjab. While
Hooda was one of many Haryana Congress leaders who
expressed condolences, former Punjab CM Charanjit
Singh Channi referre

‘Don’t leave home’: Kolkata man duped
 of Rs 3.26 crore in ‘digital arrest’ fraud

Scammers impersonating Mumbai Crime Branch of-
ficers allegedly duped a Kolkata resident of Rs 3.26 crore
in a ‘digital arrest’ fraud. The fraudsters allegedly exerted
extreme pressure on the victim, producing forged Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) orders to force the transfer
of shares, mutual funds, and cash.The Bidhannagar
cybercrime police have arrested three men in connec-
tion with the scam: Biku Kumar, 24, Durant Patra, 28, and
Mohammad Zayed, 46. According to the police, all three
suspects are residents of Kolkata and Howrah.

The victim initially filed a complaint at the New Town
police station in January this year, after which the case
was transferred to the cybercrime unit. Following a seven-
month investigation, the police traced and apprehended
the trio. They are currently undergoing interrogation.The
police revealed that the fraudsters first contacted the vic-
tim, claiming to be Mumbai Crime Branch officers and
alleging that his Aadhaar details were linked to criminal
complaints filed against 24 people. When the victim in-
sisted he did not own any Mumbai-registered SIM card,
the callers escalated their intimidation tactics.The ac-
cused allegedly sent ‘digital arrest’ notices and fraudu-
lent bank account freeze orders, informing the victim that
he was under a joint CBI-police investigation. He was
ordered not to leave his home without permission and
was threatened with immediate physical arrest if he failed
to comply.

Fearing legal action, the victim followed the
scammers’ instructions step by step. Over the course of
the ordeal, he transferred a total of Rs 3,26,84,000, com-
prising liquidated shares, mutual funds, and cash. into
bank accounts controlled by the syndicate.After realising
he had been defrauded, the victim approached the
Bidhannagar Police. Cybercrime investigators tracked the
money trail across multiple bank accounts and technical
clues, ultimately identifying and arresting the suspects.

The incident comes amidst a growing push against
such crimes. In July 2025, a West Bengal court sentenced
nine people to life imprisonment in a digital arrest fraud
case, marking the first such conviction in the state and
across India.Despite extensive public awareness cam-
paigns run by law enforcement agencies, fraudsters con-
tinue to exploit psychologically vulnerable victims.“The
language they choose sounds administrative and official
rather than suspicious,” a senior police officer explained.
“By the time they start demanding money, many victims
have already spent hours on calls trying to prove their
innocence. They are exhausted, intimidated, and on the
back foot.”Following the arrest, the police issued an advi-
sory detailing key indicators that distinguish legitimate
law enforcement procedures from fraudulent ‘digital ar-
rests’. Government and law enforcement agencies never
keep individuals on hours-long video calls or place them
under virtual detention. Transferring money or liquidat-
ing assets is never a part of any legitimate criminal inves-
tigation. The police will never demand that a citizen keep
an ongoing inquiry secret from their family or legal coun-
sel.

The lecture was attended by several MANS digni-
taries alongside Dr Hamid Dabholkar and Mukta
Dabholkar, the son and daughter of the slain rationalist.
The event coincided with recent developments in the
murder case, as the Bombay High Court recently granted
bail to Sachin Andure, a convict in Dr Dabholkar’s
killing.Over-reliance on modern technologyBhushan also
cautioned the audience against over-reliance on mod-
ern technology. He noted that while artificial intelligence
is rapidly transforming daily life, human curiosity, scien-
tific temper, and rationality remain indispensable. He
urged citizens to stay vigilant, warning that multinational
corporations often exploit technology and advertising to
push unscientific narratives for commercial gain.

Bhushan criticised the infiltration of pseudoscience
into premier educational institutions and condemned ir-
responsible remarks by high-ranking academics. He cited
the director of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Mandi, who publicly claimed to have seen ghosts and
attributed landslides to meat consumption.Concluding his
address, Bhushan raised concerns about recent curricu-
lum revisions, alleging that educational bodies have re-
moved core scientific concepts such as Darwin’s theory
of evolution and the periodic table, along with key chap-
ters on Mughal history, and have introduced unscientific
subjects like astrology into academic curricula.

Doctors warn against antibiotic self-
medication as monsoon illnesses rise

New Delhi: Amid a spike in monsoon-related ill-
nesses, doctors have said people should avoid self-medi-
cation with antibiotics as fever does not automatically
mean a bacterial infection and that indiscriminate use of
the drugs can contribute to antimicrobial
resistance.Physicians stressed that fever is a symptom
rather than a diagnosis and could be caused by viral
infections, dengue, malaria, typhoid and several other
conditions.Treatment should be guided by the clinical
assessment, duration of illness, associated symptoms
and appropriate diagnostic investigations, wherever
indicated.“Patients frequently come to us after taking mul-
tiple medicines, including antibiotics, simply because they
have developed fever. Fever by itself is not an indication
for an antibiotic. The first step is to determine what is
causing the fever ” Dr Sujeet K Choudhary, Chief Medi-
cal Officer, Internal Medicine, Sitaram Bhartia Institute of
Science and Research, said.Antibiotics are designed to
treat bacterial infections and have no effect against viral
illnesses, he saidTaking them unnecessarily can cause
avoidable side effects and, more importantly, contribute
to the emergence and spread of antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), ?making infections harder to treat in the future.Dr
Neeraj Nischal, Professor in the Department of Medicine
at AIIMS, Delhi, said symptoms of several monsoon-re-
lated illnesses can overlap, making it important for people
to avoid self-diagnosis and self-medication.“Fever, body
ache, headache, weakness and gastrointestinal symp-
toms can occur in a number of infections. Management
should be guided by the patient’s clinical condition and,

where required, appropriate investigations,” Dr Nischal
said.He also cautioned people against using leftover
antibiotics from previous prescriptions or taking antibiot-
ics prescribed for someone else.“Antibiotics should not
be started, stopped or modified without medical advice.
People should not change the dose, duration or frequency
on their own. If symptoms persist, fail to improve or worsen,
the patient should be reassessed rather than simply add-
ing another antibiotic ,” Dr Nischal said.Dr Mayank Uppal,
senior consultant, Internal Medicine at Sitaram Bhartia
Institute of Science and Research said antimicrobial re-
sistance was increasingly making treatment of infections
more challenging.“Antibiotic resistance is not a future
threat; it is already affecting clinical practice. When anti-
biotics are used unnecessarily or incorrectly, they exert
pressure that allows resistant organisms to survive and
spread,” Dr Uppal said.He, however, stressed that the
answer was not to avoid antibiotics when they are genu-
inely required.“Antibiotics remain lifesaving medicines.
The objective is not to reduce their use indiscriminately
but to ensure that the right patient receives the appropri-
ate drug, dose and duration based on the clinical situa-
tion,” Dr Uppal said.The Indian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) guidelines on antimicrobial use emphasise
appropriate antibiotic selection and caution against in-
discriminate empirical treatment, particularly when a bac-
terial infection has not been established.Doctors said
patients with persistent or worsening fever, breathing dif-
ficulty, altered consciousness, severe dehydration
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BCCI to decide on Ajit Agarkar’s future as
selector’s contract nears end

 Mumbai: The BCCI’s member units on Friday
authorised the board’s office-bearers to decide whether
chairman of selectors Ajit Agarkar should be given an
extension or replaced, during the Board’s Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM).Agarkar has been in focus as his con-
tract is set to end on October 4, with the BCCI potentially
looking to appoint his replacement.

“The office bearers have been authorised to take
decisions on matters concerning the selection commit-

tees,” a senior BCCI official said at the end of the
meeting.The 95th AGM of the BCCI was attended by rep-
resentatives of its affiliated state member boards, includ-
ing former India captain Sourav Ganguly of the Cricket
Association of Bengal and former India pacer Venkatesh
Prasad of the Karnataka State Cricket Association.Along
with deciding on the future of the chairman of the senior
selection committee, the BCCI is also looking to fill all five
positions on the junior selection committee.Meanwhile,
the Mumbai Cricket Association requested the Indian
cricket board to consider the city while allotting prominent
matches, state body secretary Unmesh Khanvilkar said.It
has been nearly two years since the iconic Wankhede
Stadium hosted a Test match. The last Test at the venue
was in late 2024 against New Zealand. Mumbai is also
set to host fixtures, including the inaugural Women’s
Champions League early next year and some matches of
the Women’s Premier League.Additionally, Jharkhand
State Cricket Association secretary and former India crick-
eter Saurabh Tiwary said he had no knowledge of reports
that the India-Australia Test was being moved away from
Ranchi.“This is news to me. If someone has to write to the
BCCI (on this), that has to be me. I haven’t written any-
thing. Nothing at all has been discussed at the AGM,”
Tiwary told reporters here.

 India face Bangladesh in semifinal
as gold medal defence continues

 Nisshin: India women will face Bangladesh in the
second semifinal of the Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games 2026
at Korogi Sports Park on Sunday as they look to defend
the gold medal they won at the 2023 Hangzhou
Games.Harmanpreet Kaur’s Women in Blue brushed aside
hosts Japan in a one-sided quarterfinal to march into the
semifinals of the tournament for the second straight time
in as many appearances.The Women in Blue will look to
defend the gold medal they won after beating Sri Lanka in
the 2023 Asiad final, with the semifinals following a simi-
lar pattern to the previous edition.Just like in the 2023
Asian Games, India will meet Bangladesh in one of the
two semifinals, while Sri Lanka will lock horns with Paki-
stan in the other last-four encounter.

The Women in Blue are fresh from winning their
eighth Asia Cup title a few days ago, while Bangladesh
lost to India in the semifinal of that tournament in
Dubai.Indian players are in great form heading into the
semifinal, with the likes of Shafali Verma and Smriti
Mandhana leading the show with the bat. The bowling
unit has matched the batters’ performance. Sree Charani
is in the form of her life after picking up two consecutive
four-wicket hauls, the second of which came in the
quarterfinal against Japan. She is currently the World No.
1 T20I bowler.Deepti Sharma continues to show her worth
in both departments, while fast bowler Nandani Sharma
has also been impressive. India have also been bolstered
by the return of leg-spinner Shreyanka Patil, who picked
up one wicket in the quarterfinal after returning from an
injury layoff.The Women in Blue will want more from their
middle order, which has been a bit untested in recent

times after the top order did the heavy lifting in the Asia
Cup.Meanwhile, Bangladesh are coming into the semifi-
nal without any game time in Nisshin. Their quarterfinal
against China was washed out, and they progressed be-
cause they were the higher-ranked team.Nigar Sultana,
who is reportedly set to step down from the T20I cap-
taincy, will be looking for a major upset in the semifinal,
but Bangladesh will know they are coming up against a
very strong Indian side.The Bangladeshi side have de-
feated the Women in Blue only three times in 25 meetings
and have often been found wanting in the batting depart-
ment. They have shown decent outings with the ball, but
their batters have not been able to post competitive totals,
not only against India but also against several other big
teams.

India men’s soft tennis team exits
Asian Games after quarterfinal defeat

 Nagoya: The Indian men’s soft tennis team, com-
prising Jay Meena, Yogesh Choudhary, Aryan Thakur,
Aniket Patel and Om Yadav, concluded its Asian Games
2026 campaign with a 0-2 defeat to Indonesia in the
quarterfinals.Jay and Yogesh lost the first men’s doubles
tie to Tio Hutauruk and Fernendo Sanger 2-5, before Aryan
Thakur lost to Bagus Pradewa 3-4. With the defeat, India’s
men’s team campaign came to an end at the Asian Games
2026.However, the competition continues for the Indian
athletes, with Jay and Aryan set to compete in the men’s
singles on September 22. Jay will also feature in the mixed
doubles on September 21.

The Indian men began their campaign with a com-
manding 3-0 victory over Laos before suffering a 0-3 de-
feat to group toppers Chinese Taipei.Needing a win in
their final group encounter to secure a knockout berth,

India responded strongly and defeated Mongolia 3-0 to
progress to the last eight with four points from three
ties.India made a confident start against Laos as Jay and
Yogesh clinched the opening doubles match 5-0. Aryan
then registered a comfortable 4-0 victory in the singles
contest before Aniket and Om completed the clean sweep
with another dominant doubles win.

Chinese Taipei, however, proved a tougher chal-
lenge. Meena and Choudhary lost the first doubles match
0-5, while Thakur went down 1-4 in the singles tie. Patel
and Yadav also suffered defeat in the second doubles
match as India lost the contest 0-3.With a quarterfinal place
at stake, the Indian players bounced back in style against
Mongolia, sealing a comprehensive 3-0 win to finish be-
hind Chinese Taipei in the group standings. Aniket and
Om won the opening doubles match against Mongolia 5-
0, and Meena then registered a comfortable 4-0 victory in
singles before Thakur and Choudhary completed the
clean sweep with another dominant doubles win.India’s
campaign was led by Jay, one of the country’s most ac-
complished soft tennis players in recent years. The Madhya
Pradesh athlete represented India at the 2018 Asian
Games and won the men’s singles gold medal at the 2022
National Games in Gujarat.Meena also etched his name
in history in 2024 when, alongside Aadhya Tiwari, he se-
cured India’s first-ever medal at the World Soft Tennis
Championships by winning bronze in mixed doubles. He
followed it up by becoming national champion in 2025
and later claimed bronze in men’s singles at the Asian
Soft Tennis Championships, becoming the first Indian to
win a medal at the continental event.

Ryan Williams set for special India
homecoming at Bengaluru’s Kanteerava Stadium

Hyderabad: Three years after beginning his Indian
club career in Bengaluru, Ryan Williams is set to walk out
at the Sree Kanteerava Stadium wearing the national
colours for the first time. Having earned two caps and
scored a goal since his international debut in March this
year, he will be looking to make his third appearance as
the Blue Tigers open their international window against
Panama on Friday, September 25, 2026.For Williams, the
next Friday marks a sentimental homecoming — return-
ing to the venue where he spends his time running down
the flanks for Bengaluru FC. He will still be in blue, but that
of India this time, reports AIFF Media.“It’s going to be spe-
cial in every way, shape and form. I started my Indian
footballing career here in Bangalore, and who would have
thought three years ago that I would have been pulling on
the jersey for India. It’s amazing. It’s a real full-circle mo-
ment,” said Williams.

The Panama fixture is the first of three heavyweight

games for India, with the team then heading to Kolkata to
face South American giants Brazil on October 3 and inau-
gural World Cup winners Uruguay on October 6. The mag-
nitude of this international window tells only half the story
for Williams.Unlike the standard 10-day international
breaks, India have a three-week block under head coach
Khalid Jamil, giving them the luxury of time together. The
32-year-old believes this period is set to pay dividends on
the pitch.“Usually it’s 10 days, but we have three weeks
together, which is valuable time for us to connect more,
get the ideas from the coach and try different things in
training,” he said.

Facing a trio of FIFA World Cup 2026 participants
will provide an immediate test of the Blue Tigers’ extended
training camp. Williams, however, is relishing the chal-
lenge, viewing the high-profile line-ups purely as a price-
less yardstick.“First of all, the feeling is excitement. Obvi-
ously, the time together is really good for our preparation
and for us going forward,” he said.“Three massive games
that are obviously a huge test for us. But that’s what we
want. That’s what we’re after — to see how these bigger
teams do it, what we can take from these games, see how
much we can learn and see how we use them going
forward.“I’m super, super excited to play at the Kanteerava,
because that’s where I’ve spent most of my time here in
India. I’m sure there’s going to be a lot of fans from BFC,
and obviously from India as well,” said Williams.“For me,
it’s a really special moment to be able to wear the blue of
India now, playing at the (Kanteerava) stadium. I’m ex-
tremely excited.”

Raksha Khadse meets V-Cs of 93
universities to boost youth initiatives

 Hyderabad: Union Minister of State for Youth Affairs
& Sports Raksha Khadse chaired a high-level meeting
with Vice-Chancellors of 93 universities from across the
country on Friday in Delhi to strengthen the engagement
of higher educational institutions with major youth-focused
initiatives of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

The meeting brought together Vice-Chancellors of
40 Central Universities, 38 State Universities and 13
Deemed and Private Universities, along with representa-
tives of NSU, Manipur and LNIPE, Gwalior. The meeting
provided a platform to brief university leadership on the
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue 2027, Nasha Mukt
Abhiyaan and Yuva Connect Programme and discuss their
active engagement in these initiatives.Addressing the
Vice-Chancellors, the Union Minister emphasised that
building a Viksit Bharat is a collective responsibility and
that schools, colleges and universities have an important
role to play in this journey. Referring to the vision of Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for Viksit Bharat @2047,
she highlighted the importance of empowering young
people with opportunities to lead, participate and contrib-
ute to nation-building.

She saidthat schools and colleges are among the
foundations of nation-building, providing young people
with knowledge, values, skills and opportunities to par-
ticipate meaningfully in society. She called upon univer-
sity leadership to create an environment that encourages
students to engage in national initiatives, community par-
ticipation, leadership and constructive dialogue.Mrs.
Raksha Khadse highlighted that its diverse themes and
tracks represent important pillars of the Viksit Bharat vi-

sion, giving young people platforms to contribute ideas,
creativity and solutions across different areas of national
development.She encouraged universities to actively fa-
cilitate participation in VBYLD 2027, emphasising that par-
ticipation can open an array of opportunities for young
people, including exposure to leadership, innovation, en-
trepreneurship, creativity, dialogue and engagement with
policymakers and experts.The Minister also emphasised
the role of educational institutions in strengthening aware-
ness and youth-led action under the Nasha Mukt Abhiyaan
and in connecting students with opportunities through the
Yuva Connect Programme. She stressed that universities
can help take youth initiatives beyond campuses and into
communities through student participation and institutional
partnerships.

The Union Minister appealed to the Vice-Chancel-
lors to ensure greater participation of their universities
and students in VBYLD 2027 and to encourage young
people to make full use of the opportunities available to
them. She emphasised that active participation by educa-
tional institutions can help create a stronger ecosystem
for youth leadership, social responsibility and nation-
building.The Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue 2027
is a national platform to identify, nurture and empower
young leaders and provide them an opportunity to con-
tribute ideas towards Viksit Bharat @2047. The initiative
follows a grassroots-to-national journey and includes
tracks such as the Viksit Bharat Challenge, Cultural Track,
Design for Bharat, Hack for Social Cause, Youth Entre-
preneurs Challenge and Youth Parliament. The National
Dialogue will bring selected young participants together
with policymakers, domain experts and national leaders,
providing an avenue for young Indians to contribute to
nation-building.

India women cruise into Asian Games
semifinals after eight-wicket win over Japan

Nisshin: India women’s cricket team began its gold
medal defence at the Asian Games in style, registering a
comfortable eight-wicket win over hosts Japan in the fourth
quarterfinal at Korogi Sports Park here on Friday.Shafali
Verma smashed an unbeaten 40 off 15 balls, while Sree
Charani picked up a four-wicket haul as the Women in
Blue chased down a meagre target of 58 in just five
overs.Shafali set the tone for the paltry chase, opening
with the promoted G Kamalini. While the young Kamalini

was dismissed for a two-ball duck, Shafali unleashed her
aggression with four boundaries in a 17-run first
over.Following Kamalini’s dismissal in the second over
by Nonoha Yasumoto, India also lost Bharti Fulmali for six
runs in the third over. But Shafali remained unfazed by
the two dismissals, hitting three more fours in the fifth over
before sealing the game with a six.Richa Ghosh also had
a brief stay in the middle, scoring 12 off six deliveries with
a couple of fours.Earlier, No. 1 T20I bowler Charani starred
with another four-wicket haul. Charani, who picked up 4-
20 in the Asia Cup final against Sri Lanka, scalped 4-10 in
her four overs against Japan as her spell played a pivotal
role in keeping the hosts in check.While Charani did the
majority of the damage, Shafali also picked up a couple of
wickets. Returning from a long injury layoff, Shreyanka
Patil and Deepti Sharma scalped one wicket each to com-
plete the downfall of the hosts.India will now meet
Bangladesh in the second semifinal on Sunday.
Bangladesh advanced to the semifinal after their
quarterfinal against China was washed out. As
Bangladesh were the higher-ranked side, they progressed
to the semifinals.Pakistan and Sri Lanka will meet in the
first semifinal, which will take place earlier in the day on
Sunday.

India faces tougher compound archery
challenge at Asian Games: Dave Cousins
Kolkata: “Once the dam breaks, the river will flow.”

That is the verdict from India’s new national compound
archery head coach Dave Cousins, who insists a historic
first Olympic medal is only a matter of time.The American
coach is currently tuning the team for the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games ahead of a major push for the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics.A former US world champion and one
of the most accomplished compound archers in the sport,
Cousins spoke to PTI from Kurobe, Japan, in his first inter-
view since taking charge as India’s chief compound coach.

Download Interactive MapsThe 49-year-old spoke
about the changing Asian landscape, his long-term plans
and the bigger challenge of following Sergio Pagni, who
led India to a historic clean sweep of all five gold medals,
along with one silver and one bronze, at Hangzhou.“Well,
one thing to remember is that during the Hangzhou Asian
Games, the (compound) archery scene in Asia was much,
much different than it is now. You have a lot of developing
countries that are producing a very high standard at the
moment,” Cousins said when asked whether India can
match its five-gold medal haul from the last Asian
Games.“You have a lot of developing countries that have
become elite-level competitors very fast. So we’re up
against a totally different set of challenges now than he
(Pagni) was.”“I can’t predict a number. All I know is that
these athletes will go out and they’ll execute their process
the way that they’ve been trained, and they’re prepared
for anything,” added Cousins, a holder of 20 world
records.This shift in the Asian archery landscape towards
the compound section followed the landmark April 9, 2025,
IOC announcement that compound mixed team archery
was added to the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics roster.Since
then, the sport’s global landscape has exploded, with tra-
ditional recurve powerhouses South Korea and China
immediately embracing the discipline, pouring massive
funding into grassroots programmes and transitioning elite
talent.But Cousins, who took charge before the World Cup
in Madrid in July, is highly impressed with the Indian ar-
chers, both established and upcoming, and says they
possess a work ethic that is second to none.“India has
been on my radar for a very, very long time. I know they
have a tremendous depth of field and a tremendous level
of talent, being the most populous country on earth.“They
work harder than anybody else, do exactly what’s required,
and it’s a refreshing, young, talented squad. It’s been a
real treat to work with them.”“I think it’s a great opportunity
to help polish some of those elite-level athletes and really
help them find another level and also help to inspire the
remaining archers who will continue to form the pipeline
to fill the ranks of this team.”First Olympic medal will have
cascading effectHaving said that, why do you think India
is still looking for its first-ever archery medal at the

Olympics?Download Interactive Maps“I can’t nor will I
speak for the recurve side. The only thing I can say on the
recurve side is that right now they have a very high stan-
dard with a young man (Dhiraj Bommadevara) who just
won the World Cup Final.

“He’s also won a World Cup already this year. So the
standard is definitely there. But as far as why, I don’t have
any frame of reference, nor will I speak on that. It’s not my
place.”“However, it’s only a matter of time before India
lands its first Olympic archery medal. Once that happens,
it will trigger a cascading effect of international success
for both programmes — once the dam breaks, the river
will flow,” said Cousins, whose India contract runs till
LA28.For Cousins, this is his first full-time appointment
with a national team, but the American has spent 25 years
working internationally as a technical and coaching ex-
pert, following an illustrious career spanning more than
two decades during which he won the World Champion-
ships in 1999 and 2003, as well as World Archery Field
Championships, World Archery 3D Championships and
World Games gold medals.

As for the compound section, it has been a steady
decline for Indian archers after the Asian Games in
Hangzhou, especially for Indian stalwart Jyothi Surekha
Vennam, who has failed to win any medal in this season’s
World Cup.Cousins, however, dismissed the idea of judg-
ing Jyothi, a winner of a hat-trick of gold medals at the
Hangzhou Asiad.“The global situation among women’s
compound right now is extremely competitive. So things
are certainly changing.“There are literally dozens of
women who could win a World Cup at any time. But I can
assure you her physical, mental and technical prepara-
tion is spot on and she gives 100 per cent every single
day.”He also had high praise for 17-year-old Prithika
Pradeep, who stunned world No. 10 Hazal Burun after
coming back from two sets down to win her maiden World
Cup bronze in Madrid.
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Marathi movie Gondhal is India’s
official entry for Oscars 2027

Marathi cinema has secured a place in India’s Oscar
campaign this year, with Santosh Davakhar’s Gondhal
selected as the country’s official entry for the 99th Acad-
emy Awards. The Film Federation of India (FFI) announced
the decision on Friday, with the film chosen from a field of
33 submissions for the Best International Feature Film
category.The Marathi thriller, which draws heavily from
Maharashtra’s traditional Gondhal ritual and folk-perfor-
mance tradition, had already received a major festival
recognition before its Oscar selection. The film’s director
Davakhar won the Silver Peacock for Best Director at the
56th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in 2025.

What is Gondhal about?
Set in rural Maharashtra, Gondhal unfolds over a

single night against the backdrop of the traditional mid-
night Gondhal ritual, a performance that brings together
music, dance, mythology and religious elements. The film
centres on Suman, a woman trapped in an unhappy mar-
riage to Anand, a wealthy man.Suman falls in love with
Saheba, a Gondhali performer, and begins looking for a
way out of her marriage. Her plan draws Anand’s obses-
sive cousin Sarjerao into a dangerous scheme. What be-
gins as an attempt to escape her circumstances soon turns
into a story of murder, deception, desire and survival.The

film stars Ishita Deshmukh as Suman, along with Kishor
Kadam, Yogesh Sohoni, Nishad Bhoir and Anuj
Prabhu.The Film Federation of India (FFI) selection com-
mittee considered 33 films for India’s official entry to the
99th Academy Awards. The submissions included films
in several Indian languages, with Hindi accounting for 14
entries. Marathi, Telugu and Gujarati each had four sub-
missions, while Tamil had three. Malayalam and
Nagamese had one entry each, alongside a silent
film.Among the films in contention were Main Vaapas
Aaunga, Border 2, Dhurandhar, Dug Dug, Haq,
Bhamardo, 120 Bahadur, Sing Geetham, Tera Mera Nata,
Ladoo, Ohh My Dog, Balan The Boy, Deool Band 2, Tighi,
Peddi, Irumudi, Khoonta, Gandhi Talks, Bison
Kalaamadan, Shape of Momo, Governer, 2020 Delhi,
Commando Vin Love Story, Ikkis, Pravas, Man Aatale
Manaatle, Obsess, Egwa, Angh and Hanuman Ansh,
among others.The jury was chaired by P Sheshadri and
included Vijay Patkar, Hutu Kanodia, Shanti Kumar,
Sandeep Parashar, Sanjay Patil, Sabu Joseph, Anil Tho-
mas, Vivek Vaswani, Bijon Dasgupta, Haasan, Vasan and
Tannishtha Chatterjee.

Gondhal is the fourth Marathi film chosen as India’s
Oscar entryGondhal becomes the fourth Marathi-language
film to be selected as India’s official Oscar entry. It follows
Shwaas (2005), Harishchandrachi Factory (2009) and
Court (2015).India is yet to win the Academy Award for
Best International Feature Film, a category formerly known
as Best Foreign Language Film. Only three Indian sub-
missions have secured nominations in the category —
Mehboob Khan’s Mother India, Mira Nair’s Salaam
Bombay and Ashutosh Gowariker’s Lagaan. Deepa
Mehta’s Water, starring John Abraham and Lisa Ray, was
also nominated, but represented Canada after being se-
lected as the country’s official entry.Last year, Neeraj
Ghaywan’s Homebound, starring Ishaan Khatter, Vishal
Jethwa and Janhvi Kapoor, was chosen as India’s official
entry but did not make the Academy’s shortlist.Gondhal
will now enter the Academy’s International Feature Film
selection process, which will lead to a 15-film shortlist
before the final

‘Will I stand out among them?’: Mohitt Maalik
recalls fear of being overshadowed in Mirzapur
Mohitt Maalik is riding high on the success of

Mirzapur: The Movie, the big-screen extension of the popu-
lar OTT franchise Mirzapur. The success of the series
paved the way for its transition from the digital space to
the big screen, with Pankaj Tripathi a returning as Kaleen
Bhaiyya, Ali Fazal as Guddu Pandit and Divyenndu
Sharma as Munna, alongside several new characters.
Among them is Mohitt Maalik’s Birju Lohar, a jilted lover
whose portrayal has earned the actor praise and even
the tag of “love idol”. In an exclusive conversation with
SCREEN, Mohit revisited his experience of filming
Mirzapur: The Movie.Every actor aspires to have an un-
forgettable song picturised on them, and Mohitt Maalik
and Rasika Dugal (Chhatankki, his love interest) had the
iconic “Saanson Ki Maala” by Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan.
“Rasika always wanted a song. It was never my dream or
goal to have a song picturised on me, but it’s an add-on
for me. This song has been close to me since my school
days because my mother would always listen to it, and
now to have that song on me is divine,” shared the actor.

‘Main dikhunga na inke beech mein?’
Those who have watched Mirzapur: The Movie might

remember the climax scene where Birju smiles during his
final moments. Upon being asked about the interpreta-
tion of that smile, Mohitt Maalik said that he would leave it
to people’s interpretation and wouldn’t want to reveal his
own. He shared that the climax scene was his first shot for
the movie. The actor said, “It was my first day, and the first
scene of Mirzapur. It’s special because you have to say a
lot of stuff without saying anything.”Usually, actors crave
more dialogues and screen space, but Mohitt, on the con-
trary, feels that having less screen space and dialogues
is a “boon”. “I am lucky that I didn’t have many lines. It’s a
boon. I just had a few moments in the film. I appeared for
nearly 12-13 minutes on screen, and that was a chal-
lenge for me to stand between all these big characters
and actors and prove your mettle. Obviously, I had taken
this challenge in my head; otherwise, I wouldn’t have been
able to perform. I worked on my character with a lot of
passion.”Speaking about securing his own place in this
vast Mirzapur universe, Mohitt said, “Of course, I had the
fear of trying to create my own place. Even a day before
the release, I would just ask my director, ‘Main dikhunga
na inke beech mein?’ (I’ll be seen amid them, right?), and
Gurmmeet (Singh) would ask me if I’d lost my mind to
even ask such a question. He would assure me by say-
ing, ‘You’ve done a great job.’”Those pre-release doubts,
however, soon gave way to appreciation for his perfor-
mance, with Birju Lohar emerging as one of the film’s
talked-about characters. “I am very grateful for all the love
that is coming my way for Birju’s character, but my hunger
for good work has also increased. I have become very
hungry now, and I want to do more work.”The apprecia-
tion for Mohitt has come alongside Mirzapur The Movie’s
strong run at the box office. As per trade tracker Sacnilk,
the film has earned over Rs 250 crore globally. Speaking
about its success, an innocently unaware Mohitt ex-
claimed, “Wow! Numbers don’t affect me much; they af-
fect the producers. I’m just happy that my work is acknowl-
edged and loved. Numbers – it’s their (producers’) math.
I am not getting anything out of it (laughs). But I am happy
that the film is working, and my producer is happy. I so
wanted this film to work because Guru paaji (Gurmmeet
Singh) is a part of this, and he deserves this.”Mohitt Maalik
shared most of his scenes with Ravi Kishan, but off screen,
the two are like chalk and cheese. Opening up about how
they bonded on set despite their contrasting personali-
ties, Mohitt laughed and said, “The jodi was very interest-
ing, and he carries a great energy because he’s very spiri-
tual. Not many people know, but he is highly inclined to-
wards spirituality, and a big believer of ‘Mahadev’ (Lord
Shiva), and we had great conversations about Mahadev.
I also believe in Shiv Shakti, and I read a lot about Shiv
Shakti. He was carrying a shivling (a symbol of Shiva)
with him, and asked me to come to his room and take
darshan (blessings). We’ve spent a great amount of time
together. Yes, before the shots, sometimes, I had to tell

him, ‘Sir, take hone vala hai, thoda chup ho jaate hain’
(Sir, my take is about to start, let’s stay quiet for some time)
because he really talks a lot and loves to talk a lot. Some-
times, I would also tell him, ‘Sorry, Ravi ji, I’ll just move to
that corner and sit.’ It doesn’t come across as good
behaviour, but it was needed for me.”

Previously, the film’s makers openly admitted that
they feared Ravi Kishan’s Babban Bua might overpower
Kaleen Bhaiyya, Guddu Pandit and Munna. Reacting to
this, Mohitt said, “That can never happen. Kaleen Bhaiyya
is another level. Ravi ji has performed very well, but I feel
they are the OGs, yaar. Pankaj ji has immersed himself
completely in Kaleen Bhaiyya’s character. It just flows
through him. He doesn’t need to do anything. He is Kaleen
Bhaiyya, and Ravi ji, also, it’s his whole body and the
whole mannerisms of that belt. It’s his genre, and it is very
comfortable for him. He has done a great job.”Talking
about Pankaj Tripathi, Mohitt Maalik said, “He is an ador-
able guy. He is a saint, he is an institution, he is every-
thing. He has guided me so many times, saying, ‘Yeh kar
le, isko aise kar le’ (Do this, and do it this way), and I
would say, ‘Main abhi naya naya aaya hoon, kuch kharab
na ho jaaye’ (I am a newcomer here, I fear getting some-
thing wrong).”Mohitt then recalled an incident from the
film’s climax that showed how Pankaj encouraged him to
trust his instincts as an actor. “There was a shot in the
climax where he called me and said, ‘Isko aise yahan par
add kar de’ (Add this in the shot). I said, ‘Sir, aapka idea
accha hai lekin main…’ (Sir, your idea is great, but how
can I?). This was the shot with all the dancers in the frame,
and I had to cross. So he told me, ‘Do something there.’ It
wasn’t written in the script; we were just improvising. I
wanted to improvise, but I was also scared. ‘What if the
shot doesn’t go as expected? Everyone, including the
dancers, would have to retake the whole scene.’ I didn’t
do it, and then Pankaj ji called me and said, ‘Do it in the
next take.’ I shared my inhibitions with him, saying that it
shouldn’t spoil the scene. And he encouraged me by say-
ing, ‘Kar liya kar, kuch kharab nahi hoga. Aise jab im-
pulse aaye toh kar hi liya kar, poocha mat kar’ (You should
improvise your scenes, nothing will go wrong. Whenever
you feel the instinct, just do it, don’t wait to ask). At the
most, what will go wrong? We’ll retake the shots.”“For me,
this was something different because it’s a new world, a
big film, with big stars, and I am doing something different.
‘Vahan thoda sa risky ho jaata’ (It would’ve been a little
risky). Now, I can take the calls of improvising the shots
because I know them all very well,” Mohit added.The ges-
ture boosted Mohitt’s confidence.

‘I am strong, but it still hits you’: Karishma Tanna
on dealing with postpartum depression

Actor Karishma Tanna and her husband Varun
Bangera welcomed their first child, son Ved, in July. In a
recent interview, Karishma opened up about her experi-
ence of motherhood and spoke about postpartum depres-
sion, stressing that it is “real” and revealing that she had
prepared herself for the possibility.In a conversation with
The Times of India, Karishma, who had earlier revealed

that maternal instincts did not come naturally to her, said
her perspective changed after welcoming Ved. Calling
the experience “amazing,” she recalled feeling an imme-
diate sense of responsibility and emotional connection
after giving birth, as though the baby was a part of her
own body. “Motherhood is not easy, but it’s beautiful,” she
said.

The actor added that motherhood had given her a
new understanding of strength. Praising women for the
strength it takes to give birth, Karishma said, “If you can
survive this and if you can do this, trust me, you have the
superpower.”Karishma Tanna said she did not remain in
denial about the emotional lows that can accompany the
postpartum period and had mentally prepared herself for
them rather than feeling guilty. “It is real, and I am strong.
However, after all this, it still hits you, and it is not in your
control. You still have to go through it,” she said.The Scoop
actor also shared advice for new mothers: “You can’t judge
yourself and put yourself on that guilt trip. Whatever you’re
doing, it’s just perfect for you and your baby. A happy
mother leads to a happy child.” Karishma further spoke
about the strength motherhood demands, from caring for
a baby while recovering from childbirth to navigating a
range of emotions and hormonal changes. Recalling how
her emotions could shift from happiness to extreme lows
within seconds, she described the experience as “unimag-
inable”. “There are times when you find yourself crying
over every little thing, and yet you keep going,” she
said.Karishma Tanna and Varun Bangera welcomed their
first child, a baby boy, in Mumbai on July 29. Announcing
his birth in a social media post, the couple wrote, “Born on
the sacred day of Guru Purnima. Our greatest blessing is
here. Welcome to our world, little one.” A few days later,
they revealed their son’s name, Ved Tanna Bangera, in
another post.Law and Order movie review: Ranjith turns

Mammootty’s most iconic character into a joke

Law and Order movie review: The last time I was so
irritated watching a movie was when I sat through Secret
(2024). It’s not that Malayalam cinema hasn’t made worse
films since, but mainly because legendary screenwriter
SN Swamy helmed it, marking his directorial debut. De-
spite decades in the industry and ample resources to up-
date himself on the latest filmmaking methods, Swamy
created something that felt like it should have existed some-
where in the 1970s (and long forgotten), worsened by its
promotion of pseudoscience.Veteran filmmaker Ranjith’s
Law and Order is just as irritating, and “admirably,” he
achieved this without even peddling pseudoscience. Co-
incidentally, Secret also featured Ranjith in a key role.Must
Read | Pradhama Drishtya Kuttakkar review: Parvathy’s
thriller is held back by convenient writingDySP Balagopal
(Prakash Varma) lives in Kochi with his ailing wife
(Abhirami), a former lawyer, and their son. Although he is
a righteous officer, he is part of a corrupt system where
many of his colleagues work hand in glove with criminals,
particularly the notorious drug smuggler Prahlad Parekh
alias Pacha (Shersha Sherief) and his younger brother,
Chottu (Rinosh George).

Meanwhile, Balagopal loses his son during the Kerala
police’s widespread crackdown on the drug cartel, of
which his son was also a part. To bring the entire empire
down, he joins forces with five fearless, freshly recruited
police officers. However, they soon realise that they need
a bigger force to end Pacha’s reign — someone who
knows Kochi well and whom Kochi also knows well. And,
of course, who else could it be but Karikkamuri
Shanmughan (Mammootty in a brief cameo, reprising his
role from Ranjith’s 2004 movie Black)?There’s simply
nothing good to say about Law and Order, and I am not
even exaggerating this. It’s not just that the movie’s visu-
als look like they were crafted for a shoddy soap opera,
but literally every aspect of Law and Order is
godawful.Despite it being a crime actioner, the Ranjith
directorial introduces both its hero, Balagopal, and its vil-
lain, Pacha, in the most unimpactful manner. Not only do
the scenes lack weight and intensity, but their visualisation
also makes them seem like two random characters with
little role in the movie.Since the film’s basic idea bears
similarities to Lokesh Kanagaraj’s Kamal Haasan-starrer
Vikram (2022) — where a security personnel who lost his
son to a drug empire decides to play his part in ushering
in a drug-free society — it’s evident that Law and Order
had the potential to at least be a decent watch. But sce-
narist Udaykrishna’s writing never even gives the movie
a chance to stagger to its feet.Memories of Blunder | A
‘Pramod Pappanic Approach’: How Mammootty,
Nayanthara’s Thaskaraveeran went horribly

wrongAlthough the film gives almost as much screen time
to the five young cops as Balagopal, if not more, none of
them is fleshed out. In a way, one could say they look like
amateurish sketches of ACP Anbuselvan IPS (Suriya) and
his gang from Gautham Vasudev Menon’s Kaakha
Kaakha (2023). Yet, they come across as stereotypical
youngsters often found in Malayalam cinema from the
2000s, who frequently deliver nonsensical lines, and crack
lame jokes and laugh among themselves, compensating
for the audience’s lack of reaction.

Law and Order also proves that it takes immense
skill to extract the best performances from actors — know-
ing their strengths and weaknesses — which not many
filmmakers possess. I mean, how else can one explain
Prakash Varma going from a phenomenal job as CI George
in Thudarum (2025) to whatever he has done
here?Udaykrishna is one of the most unpredictable writ-
ers in Malayalam cinema. Just when we thought we had
seen his absolute worst writing in Bandra (2023), he has
proved everyone wrong, showing there’s still a long way
to go before he hits rock bottom. The insipid dialogues in
Law and Order alone underscore this.

There’s a moment in the film where, following his
son’s death, Balagopal is set to end his life and holds his
service revolver to his face. Suddenly, his wife walks in
and bluntly asks, “Will it have one more bullet?” Not even
kidding, but that shot reminded me of meme-ers’ favourite
line, “Kurach kanji edukkatte Manikka?” from Mohanlal’s
Odiyan (2018).Udaykrishna’s writing is so bad that even
the dialogues he utters during his brief appearance are
abysmal. I mean, how much time would it have taken him
to come up with a name other than Marvel University,
which sounds like the Marvel (Cinematic) Universe, for
the educational institution shown in the movie?

In between, he and Ranjith also, out of the blue,
peddle the “Hindi is our national language, and everyone
must learn it” narrative for no reason at all. If the film had
been even a bit better, we could have analysed its prob-
lematic aspects, but Law and Order simply doesn’t de-
serve that kind of discussion.Even its promotional posters
were so execrable that it felt like literally no one cared
about the movie. Or worse, the film’s entire cast and crew
were in a strange competition to see who could do the
shoddiest job. While Prakash Varma made the first move
with an uninspired performance, the poster designers
matched him.Meanwhile, composers Joe Daniel and
Bijibal entered the scene and briefly took over the top
position with infuriating songs and background scores,
respectively, before cinematographer Prasanth
Raveendran dethroned them with visuals that look as ama-
teurish as 80s and 90s’ Kerala wedding videos.Just when
we thought Udaykrishna’s poor writing would emerge as
the ultimate champion, Ranjith swooped in and took over
the throne by not only tarnishing the legacy of his iconic
film Black (2004) and Mammootty’s legendary character
in it, Shanmughan, but also by delivering an abomination
that ranks among Malayalam cinema’s absolute worst of
2026.

While the central female characters have virtually no
role in the story’s progress, the only time Ranjith and cin-
ematographer Prasanth Raveendran focus on the women
on screen is during party scenes, when the film seeks to
objectify and sexualise them.Even Law and Order’s cam-
era angles are, in general, so poor that they prove a large
part of Black’s brilliance was courtesy of its cinematogra-
pher, Amal Neerad, who captured Kochi, its dark alleys,
and Shanmughan so brilliantly.Plus, I don’t understand
the reasoning behind discarding the iconic background
score Rajamani gave Karikkamuri Shanmughan in Black
for a comical recreation of the 2004 movie’s hit track
“Ambalakkara” in Law and Order.Also, when will our stunt
choreographers stop creating hackneyed action scenes
where glasses and tables break one after another, with
nothing fresh to offer? I mean, the sheer number of glasses
and tables broken here by the five young cops here is
shocking.Law and Order is so bad that it literally made me
want to ask Ranjith what Chandramouli (Mohanlal) asked
Maharaja (Suraj Venjaramoodu) in the same director’s
Rock n’ Roll (2007): “Those superhit songs credited to
your name, were they actually created by you?” I mean,
how can someone who is said to have made Black,
Kaiyoppu (2007), Thirakkatha (2008), and Paleri
Manikyam: Oru Pathirakolapathakathinte Katha (2009)
create something so dreadful?!Besides, why did Ranjith
pull Mammootty also into this hellhole

Law and Order movie
review: Ranjith's crime
actioner is an unmiti-
gated disaster. From
abysmal writing to a
wasted Mammootty
cameo, Law and Order
fails on every level.


