EYE SECRETS

SPY IN EVERY BLINK

TGENG/26/A3169

Rangareddy Vol No. 1 Issue 123

Date:Thursday,

English Daily

24-9-2026

Price:2/-

www.eyesecretdaily.com

Pages: 8

Law mandates EC’s decisions to be

unanl

New Delhi, Sept 23

Even as a media report g
claimed that two Election Commis- @
sioners had repeatedly objected to
the poll panel's actions, including its &
electoral-roll revision exercise, the
law governing its transaction of busi-
ness mandates that its decisions be
unanimous or by a majority.

The report claimed that Elec-
tion Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi objected to
the Election Commission’s actions
14 times in 10 months on a range of
issues, including changes to Form
6, the centralisation of ERONET con-
trols in Delhi, voter-deletion appeals
in West Bengal and the alleged ex-
clusion of eligible voters from elec-
toral rolls in Goa.

However, the law governing the
EC’s transaction of business leaves no room for a
minority to prevail over the majority in the three-mem-
ber poll body.

EC sources maintained that all decisions of the
poll panel, including relating to the special intensive
revision (SIR), had been unanimous and with the ap-
proval of both the Election Commissioners and the
Chief Election Commissioner.

According to Section 18(1) of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Of-
fice) Act, 2023, “The EC may, by unanimous deci-
sion, regulate the procedure for transaction of its busi-
ness and also allocation of its business amongst the
Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Com-
missioners.”

Section 18(2) states: “All business of the EC

30,000 police

Mousor by majority

shall, as far as possible, be transacted unanimously,
and if the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and
other Election Commissioners differ in opinion on any
matter, such matter shall be decided according to the
opinion of the majority.”

Further, a five-judge Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Courtin TN Seshan versus Union of India &
others (1995) favoured collective decision-making as
it ruled that the poll panel should strive for unanimity,
but if opinions differed, the majority view should pre-
vail.

The court also held that the CEC was neither an
"emperor" nor a superior authority over other Election
Commissioners and that the CEC acted as the Chair-
man, but all members shared equal decision-making
powers.

personnel de-

ployed in Hyderabad for Ganesh
|mmer5|on processmn

"'L"

Hyderabad, Sep 23

Around 30,000 police personnel have been de-
ployed in Hyderabad as part of the massive security
arrangements for the Ganesh immersion procession,
scheduled to be conducted on Friday, Telangana Di-
rector General of Police C. V. Anand said on Wednes-
day.

He said with the 10-day Ganesh festival entering
its final phase, immersion processions have already
begun at several locations and larger numbers are ex-
pected over the next two days.

The police chief said 30,000 police personnel have
been deployed for security, crowd management and
traffic regulation during the immersion processions.

Commissioners of Police and Superintendents of
Police across Hyderabad and the districts are per-
sonally monitoring the arrangements, he said.

DGP Anand was talking to media persons after
visiting the Khairatabad Ganesh idol. He offered
prayers, wishing peace, prosperity and well-being for
the people of the State.

He appealed to devotees and organisers to en-

sure that the Ganesh immersion processions are con-
ducted peacefully and safely.
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Anand recalled his long association with the
Khairatabad Ganesh celebrations, dating back to his
tenure as Deputy Commissioner of Police, Central
Zone.

He thanked the festival committee members, po-
lice personnel and officials of various government de-
partments for their cooperation in conducting the cel-
ebrations.

The police are working in coordination with the
GHMC, Electricity, Irrigation and other departments
to facilitate the immersion processions.

Arrangements have been made at Hussain Sagar
and other immersion points across the city, while
cranes have been positioned at required locations
along Tank Bund.Special measures have been taken
along the procession routes to prevent theft and ha-
rassment of women. SHE Teams and Task Force
personnel have been deployed, while the Traffic and
Law and Order wings are working in coordination to
manage the movement of vehicles and crowds.Anand
reminded festival organisers and devotees of the Su-
preme Court guidelines governing the use of DJs and
crackers during processions. He said excessive noise
could cause inconvenience to the public, particularly
children and senior citizens.

Bus Catches Fire,
38 Passengers Safe

Hyderabad:, Sept23

A private travel bus
heading to Srisailam caught
fire near the Karmanghat
Hanuman Temple in the early
hours of Thursday.

According to a fire offi-
cial, the bus was carrying 38
passengers when the incident
occurred. All passengers
were reported safe, and no
casualties were reported.

The fire department re-
ceived the call around 2:15
am. The blaze is suspected
to have been caused by an
electrical short circuit.

BJP appoints Sunil Bansal as in-charge for
Telangana, Arvind Bhadoria for Andhra

Hyderabad, Sep 23

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has appointed
Sunil Bansal and Arvind Bhadoria as the new in-
charges for Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, respec-
tively.

BJP National President Nitin Nabin appointed the
new in-charges and co-in-charges for various states on
Wednesday

Abhay Patil and Rekha Sharma have been ap-
pointed co-in-charges for Telangana, while Vanathi
Srinivasan has been named as the co-in-charge for
Andhra Pradesh.

Telangana BJP president N. Ramchander Rao
conveyed his heartfelt congratulations and best wishes
to Sunil Bansal on his appointment as in-charge for the
party’s state unit. He also congratulated Abhay Patil
and Rekha Sharma on their appointment as co-in-
charges.

“Under our National President Nitin Nabin ji, and
with your leadership and guidance, we will work to fur-
ther strengthen BJP across Telangana and strive to-
wards forming a double-engine Sarkaar in the State
under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi ji,” he posted on X

Union Minister for Coal and Mines G. Kishan
Reddy also conveyed his heartiest congratulations to
BJP National General Secretary, Sunil Bansal, on his
appointment as the BJP Telangana in-charge. He also
congratulated the new co-in-charges for the party. “Look-

ing forward to your direction and guidance in further
strengthening the BJP in Telangana,” he wrote on X.

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, also took to X to congratulate the new in-
charge and co-in-charges.

Wishing everyone great success in strengthening
the organisation and taking the party further forward, he
said.BJP’s Andhra Pradesh unit President PVN Madhav
congratulated and conveyed his best wishes to Arvind
Bhadoria of Madhya Pradesh on being appointed as the
new party in-charge for the state,

He also congratulated Vanathi Srinivasan from Tamil
Nadu, who has been appointed as co-in-charge.

Madhav hoped that with their experience and guid-
ance, BJP will be further strengthened in Andhra Pradesh.

Telangana HC seeks compliance
report on Ganesn noise curbs

Hyderabad, Sep 23

The Telangana High Court has directed the
state home department to file a compliance report
on its earlier orders curbing loud sound systems
during Ganesh festivities, after pulling up police for
failing to enforce restrictions on night-time noise
during idol immersions.

According to Deccan Chronicle, Justice NV
Shravan Kumar was hearing a contempt case filed
by Chinnolla Damodhar Reddy and M Srinivasa
Reddy of Nirmal district, who alleged that the court’s
earlier directions on noise pollution were not being
followed.

The judge noted that loud sound systems were
still being played on roads at night while idols were
being transported forimmersion, disturbing the pub-
lic, particularly elderly and ailing residents. The court
observed that organisers appeared to be flouting
the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules,
2000, and said the matter needed immediate atten-
tion.

Sl on Ganesh immersion duty
succumbs after hit-and-run on
NTR Marg in Hyderabad

A sub-inspector from Kothagudem Two Town
police station, K. Venkanna, died after being knocked
down by an unidentified motorcycle while on duty at
NTR Marg. Though he initially thought his injuries
were minor, he later developed complications in
Warangal and succumbed during treatment at MGM
Hospital. Geographic ReferenceHyderabad: A 55-
year-old Sub-Inspector of Police, who was on Ganesh

idol immersion duty at crane-2 on NTR Marg, died
after he was allegedly knocked down by an unidenti-
fied motorcycle on Tuesday.The victim was identified
as K. Venkanna, an Sl attached to Kothagudem Two
Town police station. According to police, Venkanna
was on duty at NTR Marg when the unidentified mo-
torcycle hit him and fled the spot. The sub-inspector
lost his balance and fell on the road.A
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Bengaluru woman critically injured after
husband allegedly throws acid, attacks her

Bengaluru: A man allegedly threw floor cleaner acid
at his 26-year-old wife and attacked her multiple times
with a machete near J P Nagar here, police said on
Thursday.The condition of the woman, who reportedly
hails from West Bengal and worked as a nurse at a pri-
vate clinic here, is said to be critical. She is undergoing
treatment in the ICU of a hospital, police sources said.

According to police, the incident happened around
9.15 am when the woman came out of the clinic in J P
Nagar Third Phase for breakfast.The man allegedly threw
floor cleaner acid at her and chased her. He caught her
near the basement entrance and attacked her with a
machete.Traffic police personnel nearby, on learning

about the incident, rushed to the spot and took the man
into custody. Police are questioning him.In a purported
video of the alleged incident, a man wearing a helmet
can be seen attacking the woman multiple times with
what appears to be a machete. Some people gathered at
the scene are seen recording the incident on their mobile
phones, while a couple of them try to intervene and stop
the attack.People probably feared that the man would
attack them with the machete and hesitated to go near
the woman to rescue her immediately, police sources
said.According to preliminary information, the couple had
been living separately for some time due to differences,
they said, adding that investigations are on.

Bengal birth, death certificatesunder
scrutiny amid SIR-linked fraud claims

The West Bengal government has started verifying
birth and death certificates following allegations that they
were issued indiscriminately during the Election
Commission’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the
electoral roll when the Trinamool Congress was in
power.“We have received many complaints after the elec-
tion. During the SIR, many errors and irregularities were
detected. The police have also received many complaints.
Fake birth certificates have been found in many places.
Many people have taken advantage of the situation. Al-
though there were rules, there have been many irregu-
larities,” Chief Secretary Manoj Agarwal said on Thurs-
day.

“If anyone has knowingly and deliberately commit-
ted fraud, they won’t be spared,” said Agarwal, who was
the state’s chief electoral officer during the SIR. “This veri-
fication of birth certificates is only a routine procedure.
This step has been taken to eliminate corruption. Gov-
ernment officials will carry out the verification. No con-
tractual employee will do the verification.”The chief sec-
retary said that many people were facing inconvenience
now because of a few others’ mistakes.Officials said veri-

fication drives would be launched across districts to in-
vestigate fake birth and death certificates. The process of
verifying registers is underway in Birbhum, Purulia, and
Jhargram districts. The police are also conducting
searches, they added.

Last year, nine people, including contractual post
office employees and a former police officer, were ar-
rested in border districts for allegedly helping people ob-
tain Indian passports using forged documents, especially
fake birth certificates. These passports were used to travel
to France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, the Neth-
erlands, and Canada.“The investigation has revealed that
the accused were operating an international human traf-
ficking ring. They were recruiting illegal immigrants and
facilitating their travel to European countries by provid-
ing them with fraudulently obtained Indian passports,”
the police submitted in a court in the case.One of the
arrested accused, Gautam Sardar, a casual worker at the
Pathankhali gram panchayat office in South 24 Parganas
district, had allegedly issued more than 3,500 fake birth
certificates over the last couple of years.

‘Please talk to children’:
Physicswallah’sAlakh Pandey
makes appeal to gover nment

Alakh Pandey, the co-founder and CEO of the popu-
lar educational technology company Physicswallah, has
expressed himself strongly in support of the student pro-
testers on the streets of Delhi, and criticised the govern-
ment for not talking to them to resolve their grievances.In
an impassioned video posted on the Instagram handle of
Physicswallah, Pandey also criticised the “national me-
dia” for running fake news about the students, falsely
accusing them of having connections with Pakistan,
China, or terrorists.“The children of India led a historic
protest on July 20, expressing their anger against the
entire education system. Their protest was not just about
NEET...it is also about IIT, CBSE, SSC, admissions, re-
cruitments...,” Pandey said in Hindi in the video.

“These children were beaten with sticks, they were
given wounds... They were beaten by police, and by many
goondas as well... Why doesn’t the government talk to
these children? These are the children of our country.
Please talk to them once and listen to their problems,” he
said.Protesters at the Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP) sit-
in at Jantar Mantar said Pandey had visited the site. The
activist platform has been demanding the resignation of
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan for the leak of
the May 3 NEET-UG question paper. However, the pro-
test has widened into a massive outpouring of street an-
ger against the central government and the problems in
India’s education system.“It is the compulsion of the youth
that has forced them to take to the streets.So many chil-
dren have died by suicide because of NEET... And the
national media of the country is running fake news, that
these children are supporters of Pakistan, that these chil-
dren have been funded by China, that these children are
terrorists, anti-nationals, all of this is so wrong,” Pandey
said in the video.“All that | would say to the government is
that these are our own children, the children of our coun-
try, please support them... From my side, | would like to
say that | will support the families of all the children who
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have died by suicide, | will ensure that the other children
of these families receive education, and | would like to
appeal to the government to please listen to them (the
protesters)...,” he said.Pandey, an educator, started out
by giving physics lessons on YouTube in 2016 to stu-
dents preparing for the engineering entrance examina-
tion JEE, medical entrance examination NEET, and the
CBSE board examination. As the channel gained in popu-
larity, Pandey co-founded Physicswallah in 2020, and
the company became a unicorn two years later.
Physicswallah went public last year.

Himmat mat harna bachon, Mehnat Kabhi bekaar
nhi jaati??  Students were waiting for clarity, and now
21st June the re-exam has finally announced  We de-
serve a fair, transparent, and stress free examination pro-
cess. | hope computer basAfter this years NEET was
cancelled and rescheduled after the paper leak, Pandey
posted words of encouragement for aspirants on X:
“Himmat mat harna bachon, Mehnat Kabhi bekaar nhi
jaati (Do not lose hearts, my children, hard work never
goes in vain)... We deserve a fair, transparent, and stress
free examination process. | hope computer based test
will ensure justice for every sincere aspirant who pre-
pared day and night with honesty.”

Woman arrested for allegedly attacking
mother-in-law over property dispute

Hyderabad: A woman was arrested by the
Chilkalguda police for allegedly attempting to murder her
mother-in-law following a dispute over family property in
Secunderabad on Thursday.The suspect, identified as D
Vijayalakshmi (33), is alleged to have attacked her 57-
year-old mother-in-law, D Padmavathi, at their residence
in Erukala Basti, Chilkalguda, on Tuesday.

According to police, Padmavathi was alone on the
first floor of the house when the suspect allegedly as-

saulted her with a vegetable-cutting knife. She is alleged
to have pulled the victim by her hair, dragged her and
inflicted multiple injuries on her neck and fingers in an
attempt to kill her.The police maintained that Padmavathi
was angry with her mother-in-law over some household
issues and attacked her.Neighbours, alerted by
Padmavathi’s cries for help, rushed to the house and
rescued her. The injured woman was shifted to Gandhi
Hospital, where she underwent emergency
treatment.Police registered a case and arrested the
woman. Further investigation is underway.

Delhi HC asks CBFC to decide on changesto
"Shoorveer’ song in ‘Mirzapur: The Movie

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on Thursday said
the use of a song revering Maharana Pratap as the back-
ground score for a fight sequence in “Mirzapur: The Movie”
was “not in good taste” and asked the CBFC to take a
decision within a week on the producer’s proposal to
make the necessary changes.“Prima facie, it does not
appear to be in good taste. We have come to a situation
where we are revering violence,” a bench of Chief Jus-
tice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia orally re-
marked while hearing a public interest litigation (PIL)
against the use of the song “Shoorveer” in the film.The
counsel for the producer said the song was used only in
the background to “embellish” the climax, where the pro-
tagonists are fighting goons.“There is no comparison of
any of the characters with a historical figure. It has noth-

ing to do with crime per se. It is a fight between two fac-
tions,” the counsel said.

The counsel for the Central Board of Film Certifica-
tion (CBFC) informed the court that the film’s producer
had, on its own, approached it to make alterations to the
scene and that the authority would soon take a decision
on the matter.As the petitioner’'s counsel raised concerns
over his plea becoming infructuous following the release
of the film on OTT platforms, the court remarked, “If they
themselves are modifying the song with background
music, the whole purpose of your filing the petition is
achieved.”The court listed the PIL for hearing on Sep-
tember 24 and directed, “In the meantime, a decision
shall be taken.”Petitioner Prashant Kumar Singh’s PIL
said the musical composition “Shoorveer”, a tribute to
Maharana Pratap,

‘Peaceful protest isa constitutional
right’: 140 HC lawyers question
Mumbai Police’s prohibitory orders

A group of over 140 lawyers practising before the
Bombay High Court, including senior advocates, on
Wednesday issued a statement deprecating the prohibi-
tory orders passed by the Mumbai Police restricting move-
ment and unlawful assembly of five or more persons in
view of the recent gatherings and protests.The lawyers
sought that the Mumbai Police Commissioner withdraw
the prohibitory orders, the subsequent actions by Police
“to curtail lawful protests by citizens” and refrain from pur-
suing further action against peaceful protests.

The statement issued on July 21 claimed that no
such prohibition can remain in force for more than 15
days without the State government’s sanction and that
consecutive prohibitory orders (July 7 to 21 and July 23
to August 6), with only a respite of 24 hours, appear in-
tended “to circumvent the requirement of State govern-
ment sanction”.It further said that “mass detention and
arrests by the Mumbai police are also concerning” in the
context of the recent prohibitory orders issued under the
Maharashtra Police Act, 1951. The lawyers said constitu-
tional courts have repeatedly held that restrictions on the
right to peaceful assembly must record the facts and rea-
sons warranting such curbs and demonstrate that they
are the least restrictive measure.Signed by at least 141
lawyers, including senior advocates Janak Dwarkadas,
Navroz Seervai, Gayatri Singh, Mihir Desai, Dinyar
Madon and Haresh Jagtiani, along with advocate Yug
Mohit Chaudhry, the statement said the prohibitory or-
ders “appear to fail to comply with the requirements un-
der law”, lack accountability and create “difficulties in im-
mediately obtaining legal redress”.“It ought not to fall on
citizens to seek recourse to already overburdened
courts,” it said.

Senior advocate Dwarkadas said there was no re-
sponse to lawyers’ statement urging the police authori-
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ties. “We have only made an appeal to the Mumbai CP to
withdraw the ban, which appears to be without any justi-
fication. It is a clear indication that they don’t want people
to assemble and protest, which is nothing but un-demo-
cratic. Right to protest is part of our right,” he told In a
resolution issued Wednesday night, the Bombay Bar As-
sociation (BBA) stated that in a constitutional democracy,
“the right of citizens to assemble peacefully and to ex-
press dissent is an integral facet of the freedoms guaran-
teed under Article 19 of the Constitution of India” and that
“peaceful protest is not merely a constitutional right but
an essential feature of democratic governance.”

Expressing “grave concern” over reports of students
being subjected to lathi charges and tear gas by the po-
lice, it said the use of force against students exercising
their constitutional rights is “deeply disturbing”. The BBA
said law enforcement authorities are expected to act with
restraint and noted that the right to peaceful protest is
recognised by the International Covenant of Civil and
Political Rights, 1966.The Association, however, un-
equivocally condemned reported acts of violence, van-
dalism and destruction of public or private property by
protesters, stating that resort to violence “cannot be justi-
fied under any circumstances”. It also deprecated intimi-
dation tactics, including the filing of FIRs.

The BBA said the issues raised by students on the
“future of education” are of “immense public importance”
and deserve “meaningful engagement rather than con-
frontation” through “constructive dialogue” between stu-
dents and the government, urging all concerned to exer-
cise restraint, uphold the rule of law, and refrain from
violence in all forms.Referring to the Delhi High Court
issuing notices, BBA President and Senior advocate Nitin
Thakker told The Indian Express he did not know what
judicial process in Mumbai would follow, but “strongly”
condemned the use of force against peaceful protests
and demonstrations. He said “citizens have a fundamen-
tal right to peaceful protest in a constitutional democracy
and there was no justification for police action if protests
remained peaceful.”He referred to news reports that stu-
dents protesting in Dadar, Mumbai were apprehended
and detained, their phone numbers collected, threatened
with criminal cases and, in some instances, booked in
FIRs. “These are intimidatory tactics and this should not
be at all tolerated,” he said, adding that “in a democracy,
there is no such place for such kind of behaviour on the
part of police when protests are peaceful.”

eg travelled to Mumbal beneath atrain.

Police still don't know where it came from.

T

When railway staff began cleaning the Amritsar-
CSMT Express after it arrived in Mumbai last week, they
made a gruesome discovery: an amputated human leg
lodged beneath one of the train’s coaches.Five days later,
the Government Railway Police (GRP) are still trying to
answer the central question — where did it come
from?Investigators have widened their probe across the
train’s route after initial inquiries failed to establish where
the fatal accident occurred or how the body part became
lodged beneath the train.

The first lead came when police identified two rail-
way accident cases reported on tracks in Lalitpur, Uttar
Pradesh. One of those cases was ruled out after investi-
gators confirmed that the deceased’s body had both legs
intact and that the accident involved another train travel-
ling towards Chennai.The second case, however, remains
under scrutiny because the victim’s body was mutilated
to such an extent that it has been difficult to determine
whether a leg was missing.Police are now consulting
doctors who conducted the post-mortem in the Lalitpur
case and have sought blood sample analysis to deter-
mine whether the recovered limb could belong to the
deceased. If the medical opinion and blood examination
suggest a possible match, the GRP will proceed with DNA
testing for confirmation, a police officer said.At the same
time, investigators are not relying solely on the Lalitpur
lead. The GRP has alerted railway police stations along
the Amritsar-Mumbai route to report any railway accident
or suicide cases that occurred between July 15 and July
17, as well as during the preceding two weeks. The
Amritsar-CSMT Express left Amritsar on the morning of
July 15 and reached Mumbai at around 12.15 am on July
17.

Investigators have also questioned the train’s mo-
torman, who said he did not witness anyone being struck
during the journey. “As per railway protocol, if a train runs
over a person or a suicide occurs, the motorman is re-
quired to immediately alert the railway control room and

-

report the incident,” a senior GRP officer said.The inci-
dent came to light on the morning of July 17 when clean-
ing staff noticed an amputated leg below the knee while
washing the rake at the CSMT coaching yard. During an
undergear inspection, railway staff found the severed limb
lodged near the wheel assembly beneath the trolley of
the M2 coach of Train No. 11058 (Amritsar-CSMT Ex-
press). The train was undergoing scheduled maintenance
between 6 am and 2 pm before its next journey.Officers
from the CSMT GRP rushed to the spot, conducted a
panchnama and sent the body part to St George’s Gov-
ernment Hospital for forensic examination. Railway po-
lice officers said such cases are rare, although not un-
precedented. Last year, a severed human hand was re-
covered from a train and, after an extensive investiga-
tion, the deceased was eventually identified.An officer
associated with the current investigation said the force of
impact in railway accidents can throw body parts several
metres away or cause them to become lodged in the
undercarriage of a moving train.Recalling an incident from
2006 while posted in Solapur, the officer said a man’s
amputated leg had become stuck in a train’s chassis and
was carried nearly two kilometres from the accident site
before being recovered. “Initially, one leg was missing
during the panchnama. We searched along the tracks
and eventually found it about two kilometres away,” the

Toni Daa Dhaba, 11 othersface
FDA action over hygiene lapses

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Pune Di-
vision, suspended the licences of 12 hotels, restaurants,
bakeries and food establishments across Pune and Satara
districts after inspections found serious hygiene viola-
tions, officials said The action was part of the ‘Safe Food,
Safe Drug, Safe Maharashtra’ campaign launched by
Tukaram Mundhe, Commissioner of Maharashtra’s Food
and Drug Administration (FDA). Inspection drives were
carried out on July 18 and July 21.According to the FDA,
the establishments operated in unhygienic conditions,
stored expired food products and violated provisions of
the Food Safety and Standards Act. Their licences were
suspended with immediate effect.

The establishments against whom action has been
taken include Joker Hospitality in Balewadi, Red & Huge
in Kalyani Nagar, Toni Daa Dhaba in Kamshet, Hotel
Lokpriya and Jai Sadguru Irani Tea & Snacks Centre in
Market Yard, Fountain Pure Veg in Alephata, M Foods in
Khed, Aksa Bakery in Pimpri Chinchwad, Foclo Technol-
ogy Pvt. Ltd. in Bavdhan, Swinsta Enterprise Pvt. Ltd. in
Aundh, and Shalimar Udupi Veg Restaurant and Surabhi
Hotel and Bar in Vaduj, Satara district.In a press release,
the FDA said all hotels, restaurants and bakeries must
maintain hygiene standards and strictly comply with food
safety regulations. It directed food business operators to
provide free clean drinking water to customers, use only
food-grade packaging materials, avoid reusing cooking

oil, operate only with valid licences and ensure menu
cards do not carry misleading information.The depart-
ment also appealed to consumers to report complaints
related to food quality or hygiene through its toll-free
helpline, 1800-222-365.

In a separate enforcement drive conducted between
July 16 and July 21, the FDA inspected three establish-
ments in Chinchwad, Pandharpur and Vaduj in Satara
district. During the inspections, officials seized banned
food items worth Rs 3.48 lakh.The FDA said cases were
registered against the accused under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita at the respective police stations, and five per-
sons were arrested in connection with the seizure.
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34 yrsago in Ahmedabad, a chilling
gangland killing — and a saga that continues

Back in the early 1990s, a former Congress leader
and member of the Rajya Sabha named Rauf Valiullah
was brought down by gunshots to his head outside
Madhuban Building in Ahmedabad’s Ellisbridge area. It
was one of the most sensational cases of gangland vio-
lence in the city at the time.Thirty-four years after that
politically charged assassination, the Gujarat High Court
has ruled that a member of the gang whose leader alleg-
edly ordered the hit on Valiullah must continue to remain
in jail.

Igbal Hussain Dhobi alias Laliyo Kasambhai, a con-
victed member of the Abdul Latif gang that struck terror in
Ahmedabad three decades ago, had filed a plea seeking
premature release after serving the sentence imposed
on him in the 1992 murder case.Advocate Hemant Raval,
appearing for Dhobi, argued that the former gangster had
been acquitted in most of the other criminal cases regis-
tered against him — and that he was not the principal
assailant in the Valiullah case, but only a co-accused.On
October 9, 1992, Valiullah, who was general secretary of
the Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee at the time,
was shot in the head in broad daylight at close range
outside Madhuban Building by an underworld hit team of
several armed men.Valiullah, who was accompanied by
an associate named Pradeep Dave at the time, was al-
legedly about to expose a deep criminal-politician nexus
before the central leadership of the Congress party. He
had come out of the building and was about to get in his
car when the assailants struck.

The killing of Valiullah was allegedly ordered by
gangster and bootlegger Abdul Latif, a man who started
his criminal career as a gambler-turned-bootlegger, be-
fore going on to having a thriving career in organised
crime, with the reputation of being the only known
pointsman in Gujarat of Dawood Ibrahim.‘Raees’, the
2017 film by Rahul Dholakia that was set largely in
Ahmedabad and starred Shah Rukh Khan, was seen to
have close parallels with the life of Abdul Latif, even though
the filmmaker and the actor had denied these
connections.Latif, who was accused in dozens of cases
including the 1993 Bombay blasts, was killed in an al-
leged police encounter in Ahmedabad in 1997. The
Valiullah murder was one of the most sensational cases
linked to the gangster — and as recently as in June this
year, the Ahmedabad Crime Branch had swooped on
another accused in the case, Mohammad Taslim Shaikh,
who had jumped parole in 2019.Shaikh, the absconding
accused in the Valiullah murder, was found to be living in
Rajasthan with his family from a second wife.

Hemant Raval, counsel for Dhobi, told the HC that
his client’s role could not be equated with that of the prin-
cipal assailant. He stressed that Dhobi was a co-accused
and had been acquitted in most of the other cases lodged
against him.Raval also submitted that Dhobi had served
more than 22 years in prison and had received a “good

conduct” report from the jail. He had been carrying out
the tasks assigned to him in jail with responsibility, Raval
submitted.The state government opposed Dhobi’s plea.
Counsel for the state pointed to the case of Dhobi’s co-
accused Sajid Ali alias Danny, and Mohmed Umar Majid
Ahmed Pathan alias Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed
Pahelwan, both of whom had sought premature release
after completing their sentences.The state said that Sajid
Ali’s petition challenging the refusal of his release was
pending before the Supreme Court.

Valiullah, the Congress Rajya Sabha MP, was 47
years old when he was killed. The murder was closely
linked to the gunning down of nine persons on August 3,
1992, including Hansraj Trivedi, described by the pros-
ecution as an alleged supplier of illicit liquor, at the
Radhika Gymkhana Club in the Odhav area of
Ahmedabad.Police registered a case in the Gymkhana
murder, but the investigation drew public criticism over
the failure to arrest Abdul Latif and members of his gang,
who were perceived to be responsible for the
killings.According to the prosecution, mounting public
pressure on the police to nab the accused nudged Latif
and his associates to devise a plan under which some
peripheral members of the gang would surrender, allow-
ing the principal accused to remain beyond the reach of
the law.The prosecution alleged that Latif sought the as-
sistance of local Congress party politician Hassankhan
Shamsherkhan Pathan, alias Hassanlala, to facilitate the
surrender.Valiullah, who had allegedly learnt of their plan,
was preparing a memorandum for the Congress party’s
high command to expose what the prosecution described
as “a criminal-political nexus” in the state.According to
the prosecution, Valiullah’s opposition to the proposed
arrangement led Abdul Latif and his gang to decide to
eliminate him and ‘create such fear that no one else would
step forward to oppose the plan”.The task of killing
Valiullah, according to the prosecution, was entrusted to
Rasoolkhan Yakubkhan Pathan alias Rasool Party and
his associates. Rasool Party, who remains absconding,
is also accused in the 2003 assassination of former BJP
minister Haren Pandya as one of the conspirators.

Role of Dhobi, and what happened before the
killingDhobi’s alleged role in the conspiracy figured in
his confessional statement during the trial. According to
the prosecution, he described his association with Rasool
Party and recounted the events leading to Valiullah’s
murder.The prosecution submitted that on October 9,
1992, Dhobi was summoned through another accused
and given a revolver loaded with six bullets. He was al-
legedly instructed to shoot Valiullah if another accused,
Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed Pahelwan, failed to carry
out the killing.Gang members allegedly tracked Valiullah
for several days. On October 9, 1992, a group of accused
was deputed to carry out the killing. Around 2.30 pm,
Valiullah was shot at close range while entering a Maruti
car parked outside Madhuban Building.Pradeep alias
Bakkabhai Nautamlal Dave, who had accompanied
Valiullah and was present at the spot, lodged the FIR at
Ellisbridge police station.A case was registered for mur-
der and criminal conspiracy, along with offences under
the Arms Act and the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act (TADA).The investigation was initially
handled by an Ahmedabad police team but was subse-
quently transferred to the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion. The CBI filed charges under various provisions of
TADA, the Indian Penal Code and the Arms Act.Two sub-
sequent charge sheets were also filed, and the three
cases were eventually consolidated for trial before the
designated TADA court.

YouTuber Ajeet Bharti booked for ‘derogatory
remarks against MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad

The Delhi Police has booked YouTuber Ajeet Bharti
for allegedly making derogatory remarks against Nagina
MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad during his show — Andolan
Hatao Nautanki — on his YouTube channel.

He was reportedly discussing the issue of reserva-
tion and the protests at Jantar Mantar.The case was reg-
istered at North Avenue Police Station on a complaint
lodged by the Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) on Sun-
day. Chandra Shekhar is president of the party and
founder of the Bhim Army.According to the FIR, Bharti
allegedly used his public digital-media platform to pub-
lish content in which he repeatedly made “caste-based,
abusive, humiliating, sexually degrading and potentially
inflammatory statements” about the MP and Dr B R
Ambedkar.

The screenshot annexed to the complaint identifies
the accused as Ajeet Bharti (@ajeetbharti) and displays
a verified X account.The video and screenshot also iden-
tify the programme as SB79: Reservation Hatao Andolan
Nautanki & More | Saptahik Bakaiti. They display the date
and time as August 22, 2026, at 10:11 pm, with approxi-
mately 23,100 views.The complaint stated that the video
and screenshot have been submitted as prima facie elec-
tronic evidence identifying the account and establishing
the public circulation of the material.

It further requested the investigating agency to ob-
tain the original platform records, URL/permalink, account

information, upload data, metadata, views, comments,
reposts and other relevant information directly from the
platform concerned.According to the complaint, the im-
pugned recording contains a continuous sequence of
statements concerning caste, reservation, marriage and
members of Scheduled Caste communities. It alleges that
the accused repeatedly invoked caste identity in a de-
rogatory and humiliating context.Police said Bharti has
been booked under sections of the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, as well as provisions relating to promoting enmity
between different groups, criminal intimidation, and Sec-
tion 67 of the Information Technology Act.A police officer
said an investigation has been initiated and that Bharti
may be called for questioning soon.

Govt monitors onion prices, plans
calibrated buffer releases to check volatility

New Delhi: The government is closely monitoring
onion prices, market arrivals and availability across states
to ensure adequate supplies and protect consumers from
undue price volatility, government sources said on Mon-
day, adding that onion availability is currently comfort-
able to meet domestic demand in the coming months,
supported by an estimated production of 307.37 lakh met-
ric tonnes (LMT) in 2025-26 which is in line with the pre-
vious year’s production of 307.67 LMT.In addition, buffer
stocks are available for calibrated market intervention,
said sources.

The government remains committed to protecting
consumer interests while keeping farmer interests at the
centre of its price-stabilisation approach.Onion prices
have generally shown seasonal uptick and volatility from
August -September onwards owing to increased festive
season, weather conditions, supply-chain movements
and demand conditions during this period.Timely bulk
release in mandis and targeted retail sales in major con-

sumption centres play a critical role in augmenting sup-
plies and moderating undue price volatility during the
lean season, said sources.“Consistent with the strategy
adopted in previous years, Onions are being released
from buffer stock in calibrated manner based on continu-
ous monitoring of prices and market conditions across
states during the current year as well. The timing, quan-
tity and destination of such releases are calibrated ac-
cording to prevailing market conditions and identified
requirements in consumption centres,” according to gov-
ernment sources.Moreover, initiatives such as Kanda Ex-
press (bulk transportation by rail rakes) enhance logisti-
cal efficiency and facilitate the large-scale movement of
onions across the country.The Kanda Express initiative,
launched in 2024-25, has been scaled up subsequently.

During 2024-25, onion buffer stocks were trans-
ported through 14 railway rakes carrying nearly 12,000
MT of onions to five cities. In 2025-26, operations ex-
panded substantially,

Reel stars year-long feud, social media
trolling end in midnight ambush at Pune cafe

.A year-long grudge aggravated by relentless so-
cial media trolling between two local ‘reel stars’ culmi-
nated in an attempt to murder inside a Pune eatery on
Independence Day, leading to the arrest of 12 people.
Among those arrested are the main conspirators, a noto-
rious history-sheeter, and both the owner and manager
of the eatery where the attack occurred.According to the
Deccan police, the dispute originated about a year ago
following a minor vehicular collision in the Kaas Pathar
area of Satara district involving engineering student
Madhavi Rajesh Kumbhar, 23, and Atharva Pramod
Jagtap, 19. Both Madhavi and Atharva, residents of
Kalepadal and Ambegaon respectively, command ac-
tive followings on Instagram as content creators.

“Following the initial altercation, the duo engaged
in a public feud, posting retaliatory videos targeting each
other. The online trolling further fuelled the tension,
prompting Madhavi and her associates to plot an am-
bush,” said Sub Inspector Yogesh More.The violent en-
counter happened in the early hours of August 15 at Cafe

Flying Gypsy in Shivajinagar on Shirole Road. Around
3.30 am, as Atharva prepared to leave the premises, the
group allegedly ambushed him.Atharva attempted to
enter the cafe for safety, but history-sheeter Rahul Sitaram
Waghmare, 20, allegedly pursued him inside and slashed
him with a sharp weapon. Waghmare’s accomplices, in-
cluding several minors, allegedly assaulted Atharva be-
fore fleeing the scene.A police team rushed to the spot,
ensured the injured teenager received medical treatment,
and began an investigation based on Atharva’s com-
plaint. The Deccan police registered a case under
charges of attempt to murder and other relevant provi-
sions.

Series of arrestsUsing CCTV footage from the cafe
and surrounding areas, the police first arrested Madhavi,
a diploma student in electronics and telecommunication,
and her associate Snehal Sanjay Sonke, 20, a fellow
content creator working in real estate.The police tracked
down and arrested the main assailant Rahul Waghmare,
who had a prior criminal record at the Kalewadi police
station, along with co-accused Shivanand Talwar, 21;
Aditya Bhalerao, 22; Priyanshu Bhosale, 22; and Prem
alias Pamya Salve, 22.0n August 19, the police arrested
cafe owner Hemant Patil, 42, and manager Prem Deepak
Patil, 21. “The duo was charged with illegally operating
the venue past permissible midnight hours and attempt-
ing to destroy evidence by scrubbing bloodstains from
the crime scene,” said SI More.By August 21, three more
suspects, Vaishnavi alias Siya Ravindra Bhaskar, 22,
Samiksha Shailesh Shelke, 21, and Vaibhav Madhukar
Bhagwat, 21, were taken into custody.The police also
apprehended three minors and sent them to an observa-
tion home, while the adult accused have been remanded
to magisterial custody at the Yerwada jail.

NTA releases UGC-NET June 2026
final answer keysfor three subjects

New Delhi: The National Testing Agency (NTA) has
released the final answer keys for the UGC-NET June
2026 examination conducted in three subjects — En-
glish, Commerce and Sociology.The keys have been
made available on the official website https://
ugcnet.nta.nic.in/.According to a public notice issued by
the Director (Exams), NTA, the examination was held on
September 9 and 10, 2026, at 454 centres across 272
cities in the country.The agency had earlier issued a no-
tice on August 16, 2026, regarding the conduct of the
test.

Candidates who appeared in the examination can
now log in to the registration portal using their applica-
tion number and password to view the final answer keys
of their respective subjects. The process is simple; after
logging in, a “Click to View Final Answer Key” button will
appear on the candidate’s home page. On clicking the
button, the answer key for the concerned subject will be
displayed.The NTA has advised all candidates to visit
the official UGC-NET website regularly for the latest up-
dates related to the examination. For any clarification,
candidates may contact the NTA Help Desk through the
contact details provided on the website.The release of
the final answer keys is a crucial step in the evaluation
process of the UGC-NET, which determines eligibility for
Assistant Professor positions and Junior Research Fel-
lowship (JRF) in Indian universities and colleges. Once
the keys are finalised, the agency proceeds towards the
declaration of results based on the responses recorded
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by candidates and the official keys.The June 2026 cycle
of the UGC-NET for these three subjects was conducted
in computer-based mode across a large number of cen-
tres to ensure wider accessibility for aspirants from differ-
ent parts of the country.

The NTA has maintained that transparency in the
examination process remains a priority, and the display
of final answer keys allows candidates to verify their re-
sponses against the official versions.Aspirants have been
requested to carefully check the keys and keep track of
further notifications regarding the result declaration and
other related processes.The agency has reiterated that
all official information will be shared only through the
designated website, and candidates should rely solely
on authenticated sources for updates.

Delhi rain disrupts flight operations; several flights
diverted, airlines issue advisories

New Delhi: More than a dozen flights from Delhi
Airport were rerouted as heavy rain and thunderstorms
lashed Delhi-NCR on Monday, while airlines issued ad-
visories urging passengers to check their flight status
before heading to the airport, according to multiple
reports.Taking to social media platform X, the airlines
said adverse weather conditions were affecting flight op-
erations and schedules.

IndiGo said it was closely monitoring the situation
and advised passengers to check real-time flight updates
and factor in extra travel time due to possible traffic
delays.“Bad weather over #Delhi has impacted flight
schedules. We are closely monitoring the weather and
doing our best to get you where you need to be, safely
and smoothly,” IndiGo wrote on X.Similarly, Air India cau-
tioned that weather-related disruptions could impact
flights to and from Delhi, urging travellers to verify their
flight status before leaving for the airport.“Adverse
weather conditions may impact flight operations to and
from Delhi today,” the airline said.

Akasa Air said severe weather in Delhi had affected
certain flights across its network, while SpiceJet warned
that arrivals, departures and connecting flights could face
delays due to the conditions.“Due to severe weather con-
ditions in Delhi, certain flights across our network have
been impacted. We realize that this may inconvenience
your travel plans and seek your patience and understand-

ing. While this situation is completely beyond our control,
please rest assured that our teams are always ready to
assist you,” Akasa Air posted on X.Meanwhile, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) issued weather alerts
for Delhi, forecasting heavy rainfall, thunderstorms, light-
ning and strong gusty winds in parts of the capital.Earlier,
the Airports Authority of India (AAl) issued travel guide-
lines for flyers.“Before you travel, stay informed about
local weather conditions at your departure and arrival
cities,” AAl said on X.It also advised travellers to arrive at
the airport well in advance, as rain could affect road traf-
fic. “Arrive at the airport well in advance to avoid delays,”
the AAI said.

Bank strikesin September to
disrupt services across India

Kolkata: Banking services across India are likely to
be affected in September as the United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU), an umbrella body of nine bank employ-
ees’ and officers’ associations, has called for a nation-
wide strike in two separate spells.

The first strike is scheduled for September 11, fol-
lowed by a three-day strike from September 28 to 30. The
protests are expected to significantly disrupt banking op-
erations, particularly in public sector banks.The disrup-
tion will be more pronounced towards the end of Sep-
tember, with bank branches already scheduled to remain
closed on September 26, the fourth Saturday, and Sep-
tember 27, Sunday. The three-day strike on September
28, 29 and 30 will extend the disruption for five consecu-
tive days.Banking services will also be affected from Sep-
tember 11 to 13, with the one-day strike on September 11
followed by the weekend holidays on September 12 and
13.The UFBU has also warned of an indefinite strike from
October 26 if its demands are not addressed.

According to a statement issued by the UFBU on
Monday, the four-day strike has been called primarily to
press for the introduction of a five-day working week in
the banking sector and withdrawal of the performance-
linked incentive (PLI) system.Under the five-day working
week demand, all Saturdays and Sundays would be de-
clared holidays for bank employees. At present, banks
generally remain closed on Sundays and the second and
fourth Saturdays.The UFBU has termed the PLI system
discriminatory and contrary to the understanding reached
between bank employees’ unions and the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA).The unions have also raised concerns
over several unresolved issues related to the next wage
revision.

These include updating and improving pension ben-
efits, introducing a uniform dearness allowance formula
for all pensioners and settling other pending
demands.The UFBU said its meeting on Sunday unani-
mously decided to launch protest actions to press the

demands.
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Diluting ingtitutional
autonomy may boomerang

Over the last decade, the NDA government has
been displaying a dangerous propensity to dilute the
autonomy of public institutions and move towards
overcentralisation of powers. The latest targets are the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). Opening
the doors to select private players may help in capacity
building, but regulating their work through bureaucrats
toeing the line of political masters raises disturbing ques-
tions. Scientists need autonomy to function to their full
potential. No country can afford to sideline the vision of
its scientific community. The reorganisation of the ICMR
raises questions over the future of its autonomy. Instead
of medical scientists and public health specialists guid-
ing health research, the national health research agenda
will now be set by a highly centralised National Health
Research Stewardship Committee headed by the Prin-
cipal Scientific Adviser and having bureaucrats as mem-
bers. The Department of Health Research will act as the
implementing agency, and the ICMR will be at the last
tier as the in charge of “scientific and technical execu-
tion.” There has been a systematic attempt to place the
decision-making powers in the hands of non-technical
people, centralise decision-making, and undermine the
autonomy of scientific agencies. All this could eventu-
ally lead to the hollowing out of expertise and talent in
public-funded R&D bodies. In the case of ISRO, a re-
cent policy shift to involve the private sector in many
operations has raised the hackles of employees.

Representatives of nine employee bodies, com-
prising over 5,000 members, addressed a joint letter to
ISRO chairman V Narayanan, seeking clarification about
the organisation’s future role. The exodus of senior sci-
entists has further deepened concerns over the future of
the premier organisation. The government has pushed
for the entry of private players into the space sector with-
out a legally binding regulatory framework. Space ac-
tivities involve a plethora of international obligations and
regulations, ranging from allocation of orbital slots for
satellites to liability and insurance in the case of acci-
dents on Earth or in orbit. It is, therefore, important to
have a proper regulatory system in place. ISRO first
proposed a space law in 2015, and while deliberations
were ongoing, the government announced a new space
policy in 2023, under which IN-SPACe (Indian National
Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre) was formed.
Its role is still unclear, and it is not backed by any statu-
tory provisions. While its enabling role as a single-win-
dow point for startups is obvious, calling it a regulator is
misleading. If private-sector facilitation is all that IN-
SPACe is doing, then ISRO and its two commercial arms
— Antrix Corporation and New Space India Limited —
were better placed to do that, given their cumulative
experience of interfacing with the private sector over the
past four decades.

They forced us to use UPI,

Novelty Creations, a wedding store in Chandni
Chowk, Old Delhi’'s wedding hub, sells a wide range of
lehengas, sherwanis and sarees starting at Rs
10,000.With the festive and wedding season approach-
ing, proprietor Rohit Khanna was hoping for a good run of
business. But the announcement of a 0.4% fee on UPI
transactions above Rs 2,000 has taken some of the shine
off those expectations.With most of his customers now
paying by UPI, Khanna said the Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) will become an additional cost for his business.
“All our products cost more than Rs 2,000 and everyone
pays by UPI now. So, we’ll have to bear the charges.
Along with the competition, a businessman’s primary ob-
stacle to growth is the government,” he grumbled.From
October 15, UPI transactions over Rs 2,000 will attract a
fee of 0.4%, as announced by the National Payments
Corporation of India.Ajay Kumar Mittal, proprietor of a
Lucknowi Chikankari store, echoed Khanna’s complaint.
“Initially, they forced us to shift to UPI. Now, 10 years later,
they have levied charges. Some of the politicians say
‘0.4%’ is nothing. But in aggregate for small traders like
us, it's a huge number.”For Khanna, the new charge comes
on top of rising costs. He said the growth in his business
income over the years has been “severely disproportion-
ate” to his expenses.“Our expenses are increasing every
day. There’s inflation, personal income tax, then the GST
and now this,” he said.While there have been murmurs
about possibly switching back to cash transactions,
Rakesh, a manager at another wedding garment store in
the area, said that asking customers to make the switch is
impractical.“No one carries cash around these days. And
even if we ask our customers to get the money from ATMs,
most of them don’t work in Chandni Chowk and there’s
always a huge queue in front of the very few that do,” he
said.Some said they are still hopeful of a change in the
government’s stand on the matter in the course of the
month till this directive takes effect.

FDA shuts Mumbai’s 108-year-old
Olympia Coffee House canteen

Colaba’s 108-year-old Olympia Coffee House and
the canteen at Nair Hospital were among 14 food estab-
lishments across Maharashtra whose licences have been
suspended by Tukaram Mundhe-led Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) during a festive-season food safety
drive.The action against Olympia Coffee House followed
a consumer complaint received through the FDA’s Safe
Food Safe Maharashtra campaign.

An inspection on September 16 found a urinal in the
food storage area, cockroach and fly infestation, meat
blood residue inside a refrigerator, and food being
handled directly on the floor.Inspectors also found unhy-
gienic food preparation and utensil-washing facilities,
unclean water, improper segregation of raw vegetarian
and non-vegetarian food, and damaged wooden chop-

ping boards. Food handlers were not wearing appropri-
ate protective clothing, the FDA said.Of the 35 food han-
dlers, 34 had not undergone mandatory food-safety train-
ing, while water-testing reports and sanitation records were
also unavailable.“The food licence of Olympia was sus-
pended under Section 32(3) of the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006, read with Regulation 2.1.8(4) of the Food
Safety and Standards (Licensing and Registration of Food
Businesses) Regulations, 2011. During the suspension,
the establishment has been directed to stop the purchase,
preparation, storage, sale and distribution of food. Fur-
ther action will be considered after the deficiencies are
rectified and the premises pass re-inspection,” FDA offi-
cials said.The Nair Hospital canteen also faced immedi-
ate suspension after inspectors found serious food safety
and hygiene violations. The FDA said the action was taken
considering the health and safety of patients and visitors.In
Chembur, the licence of Blink Commerce Private Limited,
operating from Pestom Sagar Road, was suspended over
violations of prescribed hygiene and health
standards.Licences of Vishwas Sweets and Snacks and
A-1 General & Dry Fruits in Ghatkopar West, Milan Punjab
in Worli, and Sadguru Sweets in Malad East were also
suspended.The FDA inspected 27 food establishments,
issuing improvement notices to another 13.The drive also
resulted in the seizure of 2,813 kg of milk and dairy prod-
ucts worth Rs 7.38 lakh across the state. Another 2,580.7
kg of food products and 12.5 litres of toddy, valued at Rs
4.66 lakh, were seized.

Opposition targetsMahayuti on BMC
contract tofirmlinked to Mithi case

Day after The Indian Express reported that the BMC
had awarded a Rs 14-crore trash-boom contract to a firm
earlier disqualified over an FIR in the Mithi River desilting
case, the Opposition targeted the Mahayuti government
and questioned the civic body’s decision.NCP (SP) MLA
Rohit Pawar alleged that the BJP had previously levelled
corruption charges against the company while in the Op-
position but was now allowing it to receive a BMC con-
tract.

“The BJP leaders, who were leveling corruption
charges against a certain company when they were not in
power, have now awarded a Rs 14 crore contract to the

very same company by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC). Accuse someone relentlessly until your
throat goes dry, file cases once you come to power, and
then hand out tenders to those same companies again for
financial gain- this is the true modus operandi of BJP’s
corruption,” Pawar said in a post on X.Referring to the
Mithi desilting case, Pawar asked, “Under whose pres-
sure was a Rs 14-crore contract again awarded to a com-
pany found involved in the Mithi River silt case? Will the
Chief Minister conduct an inquiry into this, or will the com-
pany once again be given a free hand to indulge in
corruption?’Maharashtra  Congress president
Harshwardhan Sapkal said, “The BJP has started the
business of looting Mumbai. First, they make corruption
allegations, then join hands with those against whom they
had made the allegations, and together exploit power and
public money for financial gain. This has been the BJP’s
way of functioning.”The BJP has its eye on the financial
management of the Mumbai Municipal Corporation. In
the name of using the civic body’s deposits of around Rs
90,000 crore, an effort is under way to gradually exhaust
them. Around Rs 30,000 crore has already been spent
and now the remaining amount is being used up,” Sapkal
said.“The BJP’s plan is to weaken Mumbai’s financial
strength by exhausting all the deposits of the Mumbai
Municipal Corporation...,” he alleged.The Opposition’s
reactions followed the IE report that Virgo Specialities Pvt
Ltd had earlier been disqualified from two BMC tenders
under a clause barring contractors “who are blacklisted
or against whom FIR has been filed”. The firm was subse-
quently declared technically eligible for the latest tender
after arguing that the Mithi FIR was against its then direc-
tor Jay Joshi, in his personal capacity, and not the com-

NDA ally to opposition: Partieswoo
Akash Anand, eyeing BSP vote base

From an NDA ally to opposition parties and leaders
of the Bahujan movement, political formations in Uttar
Pradesh are reaching out to Akash Anand, Mayawati’s
nephew, days after she “freed him” of party
responsibilities. The overtures come as parties continue
to look at the Bahujan Samaj Party’s support base ahead
of the 2027 Uttar Pradesh Assembly election. Mayawati,
however, has repeatedly ruled out electoral
alliances.Nishad, Aazad make the first overturesSanjay
Nishad, Nishad Party Chief and an NDA ally, is among
those who have reached out to Anand.

Recalling the slogan, “Ambedkar ji ke sapne adhure,
Kanshi Ram karenge poore (Dr Ambedkar’s dreams re-
main unfulfilled; Kanshi Ram will fulfil them), Nishad added:
“l appeal to Akash Anand ji to come forward, join the main-
stream with his team and fulfil Kanshi Ram’s
dream.”Nishad’s appeal comes days after Azad Samaj
Party chief and Nagina MP Chandrashekhar Aazad also
said that Anand would be welcome in his party.“Brother
Akash Anand wants to take the Bahujan mission forward.
Even though he has used abusive words against me, if he
wants to join the Azad Samaj Party, he is welcome. We
will work together,” Azad saidWhy Anand mattersMayawati
announced on September 10 that Anand was being “com-
pletely freed” from the BSP, after his father-in-law Ashok
Siddharth retired from active politics.

Anand had earlier been projected by Mayawati as
her political successor and given important organisational
responsibilities, but his position in the party subsequently
went through several reversals.While some within the BSP
expect that Anand could eventually be taken back by
“Behenji”, the interest from other parties is also linked to
the BSP’s core voter base.The party’s vote share in Uttar
Pradesh has declined sharply over the past two Assem-
bly and Lok Sabha elections.In the 2017 Assembly elec-
tion, the party secured 22.23% of the vote and won 19
seats. Its vote share fell to 12.88% in 2022, when it won
one seat.In the 2019 Lok Sabha election, the BSP polled
around 19.43% of the vote in Uttar Pradesh and won 10
seats. In the 2024 Lok Sabha election, its vote share de-
clined to around 9.39% and it failed to win a single
seat.While the BSP no longer has the legislative pres-
ence it once had, its support among sections of Dalit vot-
ers, particularly Jatavs, remains a factor that other parties
are watching. Mayawati’s repeated refusal to enter elec-
toral alliances has further complicated the calculations of
parties seeking to expand their social coalitions in the
state.Against this backdrop, the outreach to Anand gives
political parties another channel through which to pursue
the Bahujan political space associated with the
BSP.Congress, SP keep doors openSpeaking to Con-
gress state president Ajay Rai said the party would con-

sider the possibility of working with anyone seeking to
enter politics through democratic means.
“Mayawati ji is aligned with the BJP. Akash Anand

had spoken against the BJP, and there is pressure from
the BJP on her.

Public flogging of handcufted
men: Gujarat government issues
notice to senior IPS officer

The Guijarat government informed the Gujarat High
Court on Thursday (September 17) that a show-cause
notice had been issued to an IPS officer who is accused
of publicly flogging, humiliating, and parading handcuffed
persons. This sets in motion disciplinary proceedings
against the officer.Government Pleader G H Virk made
the submission before a Division Bench of HC Chief Jus-
tice Sunita Agarwal and Justice D N Ray, which is hear-
ing a public interest petition (PIL) about the alleged inci-
dent that took place in Surat on July 14.

The state informed the court that the Gujarat Director
General of Police (DGP) had “concurred with the findings
of a preliminary inquiry” by the Additional Commissioner
of Police (Crime), Surat City. The report of the inquiry had
been placed before the court in a sealed cover earlier.A
month ago, the High Court had asked why the officer,
Rajdeepsinh Nakum, who was Deputy Commissioner of
Police in Surat city at the time of the incident, was still in
his post.During a hearing on August 14, the court had
verbally told the state that “the least you must do” was to
transfer Nakum out of Surat.Videos of the alleged inci-
dent, which went viral on social media, purportedly
showed Nakum and 15-20 other police officers parading
four handcuffed men on the road and repeatedly assault-
ing them with lathis.The four men who were being beaten
were identified as Ayaz Malek, Imran Khan, Rajik Shaikh,
and Shahrukh Shabh, all of whom had been booked in a
rioting and attempt-to-murder case at the Salabatpura
police station in Surat.Nakum had told The Indian Ex-
press in July that there were “criminal cases against the
accused and they had created terror in their areas, so we
paraded them in their own residential area so that people
know that police are vigilant and such activities will not be
tolerated”.

Virk submitted before the court on Thursday that the
preliminary inquiry report had been placed before the state
Home Department with the recommendation of the In-
spector General of Police (Law and Order).His submis-
sions were recorded in an oral order dictated in open
court. The High Court directed the state to bring the
progress of the disciplinary proceedings on record, and
posted the matter for October 19.In its oral dictation of the
order, the court said: “The Home Department upon ex-
amination of the material and the recommendation, and
being of the prima facie view that the act of the officer
concerned while functioning as in-charge DCP Zone 2
attracts Rule 3(b)(1) and Rule 3(2) of the All India Ser-
vices (Conduct) Rules 1968, has initiated action by issu-
ance of show-cause notice dated 14-9-2026 to the officer
concerned wherein 15 days’ time has been granted
to...furnish his explanation.”The proceedings before the
HC stemmed from a letter addressed to Chief Justice Sunita
Agarwal by advocate Utkarsh Dave July 14, seeking im-
mediate judicial scrutiny of the videos circulating on so-
cial media that allegedly showed Nakum and the other
police personnel, parading and beating the handcuffed
men.Dave alleged that the accused were dragged by their
hair, slapped and beaten in full public view under the
supervision of senior police officers. The representation
said the conduct of the police violated Articles 14 and 21
of the Constitution.It referred to the safeguards laid down
by the Supreme Court in its landmark D K Basu v State of
West Bengal (1997) judgment, as well as the Gujarat High
Court’s earlier proceedings concerning the Kheda flog-
ging incident of 2022.

At the August 14 hearing, the High Court had ob-
served that the July 14 incident had taken place in a pub-
lic place and videos had circulated widely — its occur-
rence could not, therefore, be denied. The inquiry would
determine why the incident had occurred and its gravity,
the court had said.The court formally took note of the pre-
liminary inquiry report in its order of August 21, recording
that it had perused the report, which was dated August
20, and had been submitted in a sealed cover along with
the affidavit of the Additional Commissioner of Police
(Crime), Surat City, who had conducted the
inquiry.Thursday, responding to an oral query from the
court, the state submitted that as per convention followed
by the Home Department, a show-cause notice is issued
even if the officer has already had an opportunity to give a
statement during the preliminary inquiry. Not doing so
could subsequently “become a ground for litigation”, the
state said.

Telanganaprivateengineering collegesface
vigilance checksamid feeduesrow

Hyderabad: In what appears to be ‘political retalia-
tion’ for demanding their legit fee reimbursement dues to
the tune of Rs 8,500 crore, the Telangana Congress gov-
ernment initiated vigilance inspections of private engi-
neering colleges.

What began as a surprise visit by the vigilance team
comprising 10-12 officers headed by an SP or DSP on
Wednesday continued on Thursday as well, with several
teams inspecting private engineering colleges across erst-
while 10 districts from morning until late evening.The move
comes in the wake of Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy’s
recent statement in Assembly blaming some students for
availing two scholarships and stating that vigilance in-
spections would be carried out.However, the inspections
appear to have gone beyond the issue of fee reimburse-
ment or scholarships that the colleges have been demand-
ing.

Armed with a 67-point questionnaire, the vigilance
teams are examining every aspect of college functioning
— from permissions and admissions to student atten-
dance, faculty, infrastructure, laboratories, results and
utilisation of government funds.The teams are verifying
whether colleges are functioning at the approved loca-
tions, whether or not all permitted courses are being of-
fered, and whether or not AICTE approval documents for
the past five years are available. In addition to examining

the University’s affiliation orders, details of any course
discontinued or any reduction in sanctioned seats with-
out approval are also being sought.The colleges have
been instructed to furnish details of students receiving
scholarships each year, their names and their presence
in admission registers. This is being verified by the atten-
dance recorded in the registers and biometrics.Further,
the teams are cross-verifying attendance of students avail-
ing scholarships with records submitted to the university
and checking whether or not any changes have been
made to the attendance data.“The main focus of inspect-
ing teams is on the college’s finances, scholarships and
attendance. However, they are also verifying admissions,
affiliation, infrastructure and laboratories.
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A year in afoxhole

How one UKrainian

soldier survived beneath the front lines

watched the life seep out of the only man who had
shared his living hell.He and his comrade had survived
nearly a year together in a foxhole on the front lines.
They'd killed Russian soldiers and scavenged for food
among the dead. They'd argued and laughed, amidst the
horror.The Ukrainian soldier aimed his phone camera at
his companion's lifeless body, wedged inside the dug-
out. One blood-stained leg was exposed. An artery sliced
open by shrapnel from a bomb dropped by a drone. He
bled and bled."In the morning, you're joking together,"
the 42-year-old told the camera numbly, his face smudged
and worn. "And by the evening, it's the gates of heaven
calling."

The men's isolated position is a consequence of the
way drone warfare is revolutionizing the battlefield. The
technology has forced both sides to abandon the age-
old practice of massing troops, artillery and armoured
vehicles in a relatively narrow corridor along the long
front line. Such visible targets are easy prey for the cheap
unmanned aerial vehicles that both sides have flooded
the skies with.Instead, both armies now have tiny teams,
sometimes of just two or three soldiers, scattered in small
dugouts hollowed into the ground across a battlefield
some 30 km (20 miles) wide, known as the "kill zone"
because of the constant drone threat. These groups seek
to evade detection and infiltrate gaps in enemy defences,
often taking huge risks for minimal territorial gains. They
are typically stuck for months in their positions because
it's so dangerous to rotate troops in and out.A member of
Krynitskyi's brigade dug in near the front line emerges
with a shell to fire at enemy forces. Oleg Petrasiuk/Press
Service of the 24th King Danylo Separate Mechanized
Brigade of the Ukrainian Armed Forces/Handout via
REUTERSUkrainian soldiers near the frontline town of
Chasiv Yasiv launch a rocket towards Russian troops.
Oleg Petrasiuk/Press Service of the 24th King Danylo
Separate Mechanized Brigade of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces/Handout via Krynitskyi was deployed near the
town of Chasiv Yar in eastern Ukraine from April 20, 2025
to March 31, 2026, he and his brigade said. He filmed a
series of video diaries with a cellphone, powered at times
by batteries collected from downed Russian drones. He
documented, in expletive-laden recordings, the inhumani-
ties and absurdities of life in a cramped redoubt, about 3
by 4 metres, carved beneath the front lines of a grinding
war.

Reuters reviewed 22 videos, which were provided
by his unit to bring Krynitskyi’s story to a wider audience,
and interviewed the soldier after his deployment to piece
together this account of his 346-day stint at the front, al-
most all of it spent in a foxhole, which earned him the
country’s highest military award.He endured terrifying
cycles of violence: Every couple of days, Russian sol-
diers would advance on foot in small groups of typically
two or three. They sometimes came as close as 20 metres
before the Ukrainians fired at them.

In the morning, you're joking together, and by the
evening, it's the gates of heaven callingHe said he'd killed
23 enemies at close range during his deployment. He
most clearly recalled one of his first: a soldier injured by a
grenade. The Russian had faked surrendering before
taking aim at him with a rifle."Well, | reacted,” Krynitskyi
said. “He stopped aiming at me."In a clip from November
24, more than 200 days into his deployment, Krynitskyi
trained his camera on the bodies of two enemy soldiers
in the eerie calm after repelling an assault. "Fools," he
said. "Crawled up where they don't belong."Krynitskyi’s
unit, the 24th Mechanised Brigade, confirmed that he had
reported 23 enemy kills. Reuters couldn’t verify all as-
pects of the infantryman’s account.Russia's defence min-
istry didn't respond to a request for comment about the
changing nature of the battlefield and the experiences of
soldiers on both sides.

He had worked in farming and construction until an
injury left him in a month-long coma. After that, he
scratched out a living as a rabbit breeder.In late 2024, he

was rounded up by draft officers in his village of Bilohir'ya
in western Ukraine. They put him on a bus, brought him
to the city of Rivne and trained him quickly.Krynitskyi,
who was drafted into the army, shows a picture of himself
with his comrades taken before his long deployment.
REUTERS/Alina SmutkoHe was assigned to the 24th
Mechanised Brigade and sent to the front in the east,
where Russia's invading army, significantly outnumber-
ing Ukraine's, was attacking the so-called "fortress belt"
of strategic cities in the Donetsk region.He and two other
privates dug in near Chasiv Yar in April 2025. There, they
excavated a foxhole, and Krynitskyi would subsequently
spend almost a year living under the ground as enemy
forces closed in. The men knew the deeper they dug, the
better their chance of survival. Krynitskyi joked he didn't
know whether to call the hole a shelter or a grave.When
their refuge was hit by drones, they had to excavate the
area anew. One comrade was killed early in the deploy-
ment by an attack that left Krynitskyi concussed and tem-
porarily without hearing. Reuters withheld the names of
the two dead soldiers at the request of their brigade.

Krynitskyi and his remaining comrade also fought
the elements, plugging holes to block frigid drafts and
capping lookout shifts at two hours. Any longer was
unbearable.Sometimes, three or four days passed be-
fore a re-supply drone could make it through enemy fire.
To survive, Krynitskyi picked food and sundries from fallen
Russians.The infantryman, who has two teenage chil-
dren, started filming the diaries in August 2025, to show
people when he got back home what he went through
and to remind himself. Reuters verified the date of all the
videos using the original file metadata.In one video, in
February this year, he surveyed the cigarettes he'd gath-
ered from dead enemy troops: Camels, Winstons, Ches-
terfields and others. He obsessed over the packets, “like
some nerd collects stamps.”In another video days later,
he showcased mud-caked "trophy" rifles he’d seized."This
is my small arsenal," Krynitskyi said, proudly counting off
the 13 firearms, arranged in a row.

Russia’s full-scale invasion of its neighbour in 2022
unleashed staggering carnage. While neither side dis-
closes death tolls, the Center for Strategic & International
Studies estimates Russian battlefield casualties at 1.4
million, including killed, wounded and missing, and Ukrai-
nian forces have suffered between 525,000 and 625,000
casualties.Krynitskyi dug his foxhole on one of the dead-
liest stretches of the kill zone. On March 11, he heard an
explosion outside.He rushed out into the brisk spring air
and found his comrade on the ground, hit in the leg by a
drone attack. Krynitskyi dragged him back into the hole
and frantically tore through his thick cotton trousers to
find the wound.

He applied a tourniquet. It was too late to save
him.Upon radioing command, Krynitskyi was ordered to
abandon the position as the Russians encroached. That
night he crawled out of the dugout for the last time to join
a few fellow infantrymen holed up nearby for almost three
more weeks. Then came a perilous march to safety 25
km away made more difficult by his weakened state after
months underground.

He left behind the body of his friend - a man he had
come to know deeply through countless conversations
between enemy assaults.Krynitskyi, left, spends time with
comrades on his first day back after recovering from his
ordeal. The 42-year-old carries the mental scars of his
experience. REUTERS/Alina Smutko

In May, President Volodymyr Zelenskiy presented
Krynitskyi with the Hero of Ukraine medal for personal
bravery.Ukraine's army is full of men like him, who have
endured the unimaginable, said Andriy Derun, a military
manager at leading Ukrainian charity Come Back Alive,
which provides equipment and other support for the armed
forces."lIt can completely destroy a person," said Derun,
who frequently speaks with frontline troops.A man walks
past a damaged building in the city of Kramatorsk in the
Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine. REUTERS/Anatolii
StepanovBack in Kramatorsk, the eastern city where he
returned after his time at the front, Krynitskyi described
the mental toll exacted by the marathon stints on the front:
“Many guys have gone out of their mind”. Nearly two
months since he left the front line, the scars inside show
on the surface. He fights back tears. His hands shake.

During recent visits Krynitskyi made to schools near
his home to speak to pupils about his experience, he
began to understand better how others may benefit from
his sacrifices."|l realized there, in those schools, that it
wasn't in vain that | defended our land and these children

UStoimposesteep_tariffson generic
medicineimportsfrom Aug 2028

Washington: US President Donald Trump on
Wednesday announced plans to onshore drug manufac-
turing by keeping tariffs on imported generic medicines
at zero per cent for two years before raising them to 100
per cent in August 2028 and 200 per cent thereafter — a
move that could impact India.India is the largest exporter
of generic drugs to the US.

In a post on Truth Social, Trump said beginning Au-
gust 1, the US will continue to have a zero per cent tariff
on all generic drugs brought into the country for two years,
after which it will be raised to 100 per cent for one year,
and 200 per cent thereafter.“Effective August 1st, 2026,
all Generic Drugs being brought into the United States
will continue to have a TARIFF of ZERO PERCENT for
two years, after which the TARIFF will be raised to 100
per cent for one year, and 200 per cent thereafter,” Trump
said.“This is done in order to RESHORE Generic Phar-
maceutical Production into America, with a penalty to those
Companies that decide not to build Plant and Equipment
within the stated period of time given to them,” Trump
said.

The president said the objective of this policy is to
protect the people of the United States.“The Policy on
Patented, Branded, or Innovative Drugs, which has been
so successful, will remain as is,” he said.India is often
called the “pharmacy of the world” as it supplies generic
medicines to countries across the globe.ln 2025, India
exported USD 9.7 billion worth of pharmaceuticals to the
US, accounting for 38 per cent of its total global pharma
exports of USD 25.8 billion, a Global Trade Research
Initiative report said.Indian generic medicines are widely
prescribed for hypertension, diabetes, cancer, infectious
diseases, and mental health.According to the New York
Times report, generic drugs, such as statins and antibiot-
ics, account for about 90 per cent of Americans’ prescrip-
tions. They are most often manufactured in India, with

heavy reliance on China for ingredients. Republicans
and Democrats have identified that as a national security
vulnerability.

Doctors and supply chain experts have been sharply
critical of the idea of taxing imported generics, saying it
threatened to raise costs, spur rationing and lead to short-
ages of crucial drugs. Until now, the administration had
said that generic drugs would be exempted from tariffs,
the Time report said.John Murphy Ill, chief executive of
the Association for Accessible Medicines, a trade group
for generic drug makers, said in a statement on Tuesday
evening that his industry will work with the administration
and lawmakers “to pursue solutions that restore the ge-
nerics industry to growth and to prioritize its place as a
critical national security asset here in the US,” the report

" US, Saudi ink land-
mark nuclear pact

Washington: The United States and Saudi Arabia
have signed a landmark civil nuclear cooperation agree-
ment, marking a major step in their strategic partnership
and opening the door for American companies to partici-
pate in the Kingdom’s planned nuclear energy
programme.

US Energy Secretary Chris Wright and Saudi En-
ergy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman on Wednes-
day (local time) signed the peaceful nuclear cooperation
agreement, known as a “123 agreement”, along with a
bilateral safeguards agreement that the US said estab-
lishes the legal framework for long-term nuclear coop-
eration between the two countries.

What is Pickaxe Mountain, the [ranian
nuclear-linked gte threatened by Trump?

U.S. President Donald Trump has threatened to at-
tack a site linked to Iran's nuclear programme known as
Pickaxe Mountain, a fortified facility buried deep under-
ground near one of Tehran's main nuclear sites.The threat
reflects escalating tensions as Tehran and Washington
trade fire in the ?Gulf, setting back efforts to end the
conflict. The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter provides
all the news you need to start your day. Sign up
here.Pickaxe Mountain is located 220 km (140 ?miles)
south of Tehran and 2 km (1.2 miles) from the Natanz
nuclear complex.The Natanz site, where two of Iran's ura-
nium enrichment plants were located, was bombed dur-
ing the war started by the United States and Israel on
February 28, and during last year's 12-day war.

The tunnel facility under construction at Pickaxe
Mountain was not targeted in either of those wars, ac-
cording to the Institute for Science ?and International Se-
curity (ISIS), a U.S.-based think-tank focused on nuclear
non-proliferation.The peak rises to some 1,600 metres
above sea level.There were two enrichment plants in op-
eration ?at Natanz - one above and one below ground.
The U.N. nuclear watchdog has said the above-ground
one was destroyed. The ?other, underground one was
likely at least badly damaged.An Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said on July 22 that there was no nuclear
activity at Pickaxe Mountain.

The site is linked to Iran's nuclear programme, which
has long caused tension between the West and Iran,
which denies seeking an atomic bomb.Construction of
the ?facility at Pickaxe Mountain began in 2020, accord-

ing to ISIS, following what Iranian authorities reported at
the time as an explosion caused by an act of sabotage at
the Natanz facility.Iran said at the time the Natanz sabo-
tage had caused significant damage that could slow the
development of advanced uranium enrichment
centrifuges.In September that year, Iran's then-nuclear
chief, Ali Akbar Salehi, said Iran had ?started building "a
more modern, larger and more comprehensive hall in all
dimensions in the heart of the mountain near Natanz" for
making advanced centrifuges.Rafael Grossi, the chief of
?the U.N. nuclear watchdog, in an interview with PBS
Frontline in March, noted that Iran had previously an-
nounced its intention to have nuclear activity at Pickaxe
Mountain.It was part of what ?he called ?a systematic
Iranian intention to put its most sensitive facilities under-
ground.

ISIS, which has analysed satellite imagery of the
site, says it features two pairs of entrances, which are
assumed to lead to one facility estimated to be at least
100 metres under the mountain.The physical defensive
measures consist primarily of a large security perimeter
and the extensive hardening of tunnel entrances, ISIS
said in a July 14 report.The pair of eastern tunnel portal
entrances have been partially backfilled since ?the wars
to obstruct ground vehicle ?access but they have not been
?sealed fully, the ISIS report said.Sam Lair, a fellow at
the Foreign Policy Research Institute, who also reviewed
recent satellite imagery of the site, told Reuters that in-
creasing the strength of the tunnel entrances would com-
plicate targeting it with penetrating munitions such ?as
bunker busters.

Trump said this month that the U.S. was ?watching
the site closely ?and did not see any activity there.ISIS, in
its report, said its assessment was that the facility was not
yet operational, but that construction continued there and
that it was unclear when it could be operational, based
on satellite imagery alone.It said if Iran started to rebuild
its centrifuge manufacturing capability, it could plan to
install a smaller centrifuge ?assembly facility ?in Pickaxe
Mountain able to serve a nuclear weapons
program.Experts assess ?the deeply buried complex is
beyond the reach of the most powerful bunker buster
bombs in the U.S. arsenal.ISIS said the site would be
more suitable for ground forces to attack or sabotage, but
that ?vulnerabilities may also exist that could be exploited
by deep earth penetrating weapons via aerial attacks.

EAM Jaishankar holdstalkswith ChineseFM Wang Y
InManila, saystiesgradually normalising

Manila: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar held
a wide-ranging discussion with Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi in Manila, Philippines, focusing on bilateral
relations, border stability and key regional and global
developments.EAM Jaishankar shared details of the
meeting in a post on X, saying he held discussions with
Wang Yi, who is also a member of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Politburo, on the sidelines of the East
Asia Summit (EAS) and the ASEAN Regional Forum.

In his opening remarks during the meeting, EAM
Jaishankar said, “Excellency, | am glad to meet you again.
Our participation in the EAS and the ASEAN Regional
Forum not only provides an occasion to exchange views
collectively, but also hold this bilateral meeting.”"He said
the meeting provided an opportunity to review the state
of India-China relations and discuss important regional
and global issues. “We ourselves met a year ago and
you were recently in India. Today’s occasion will be use-
ful in taking stock of our ties and also discuss important
regional and global developments,” EAM Jaishankar
said.

Highlighting recent developments in bilateral ties,

Trump atten

the EAM said relations between the two countries had
been gradually normalising after the meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Kazan in October 2024.“Since the meeting of
our leaders in Kazan in October 2024, relations between
India and China have been gradually normalizing. This
direction was further affirmed when they met in Tianjin
last August,” he said.The External Affairs Minister
emphasised that a stable relationship between the two
nations should be built on mutual respect, mutual inter-
est and mutual sensitivity. “Such a relationship can make
a valuable contribution to a multi-polar Asia and a multi-
polar world,” he said.On the sensitive border issue, EAM
Jaishankar said peace and tranquillity in border areas
remained essential for normal bilateral ties. “Peace and
tranquility in the border areas is obviously the pre-requi-
site for normal ties. Since October 2024, both sides have
engaged to ensure that important objective. This will con-
tinue to need our constant attention,” he said.He added
that differences between the two countries should not
turn into disputes. “That is why our leaders had agreed
that differences should not become disputes. It is the re-
sponsibility of diplomacy to properly manage them,”
Jaishankar said.The External Affairs Minister also wel-
comed steps taken towards normalisation, including the
resumption of direct flights, updating of visa arrangements,
restarting of the Kailash Manasarovar Yatra and
recommencement of border trade. However, he said sev-
eral issues still required attention, including fair market
access, trade balance, supply chain concerns and facili-
tating official as well as people-to-people
exchanges.EAM Jaishankar also appreciated China’s
support for BRICS activities during India’s chairship of
the grouping and said the current global situation made it
important for the two countries to exchange views on
pressing international developments.

dsreturn of

US soldierskilled in Iran war

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, Delaware,- U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump attended a ceremony at Dover Air
?Force Base in Delaware for four U.S. service members
who returned to American soil in flag-draped caskets on
Wednesday after being killed in Iranian attacks in the
Middle East.The ceremony, known as a "dignified trans-
fer" of the bodies, comes amid growing frustration with
the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran.The Reuters Daily Briefing
newsletter provides all the news you need to start your
day. Sign up here.The war has cost U.S. taxpayers at
least $37.5 billion, has ?led to the deaths of 18 U.S. ser-
vice members and has killed thousands of Iranians.

Both Republican and Democratic lawmakers have
raised ?questions about the war, which has boosted glo-
bal oil prices and shows no signs of ending. Since the
?war started in February, Trump has offered differing
objectives for the conflict. Trump, wearing a blue suit and
red tie, stood at attention ?near the flight line and saluted
as teams of seven service members solemnly carried
each transfer case from the aircraft during the
ceremony.Family ?members, who arrived in a convoy of
vans, watched from a short distance as the flag-draped
transfer cases were carried off the aircraft one by one
and placed in one of two vans."We're going to honor them.
For me it's one of the hardest things to do as a president.
But it has to ?be done," Trump said before leaving for the
ceremony.

Iltem 1 of 6 U.S. President Donald Trump and U.S.
Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth salute as members
of the military carry the transfer case of U.S. Army Sgt.
Michael Emmanuel Swinton of D Battery, 2nd Battalion,
55th Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 108th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade, who was killed in action during a con-
trolled detonation of a downed one-way unmanned aerial
system at Erbil Air Base in Iraq, during a dignified transfer

of his remains at Dover Air Force Base in Dover, Dela-
ware, U.S., July 22, 2026. REUTERS/Evan Vucci[1/6]U.S.
President Donald Trump and U.S. Secretary of Defense
Pete Hegseth salute as members of the military carry the
transfer case of U.S. Army Sgt. Michael Emmanuel
Swinton of D Battery, 2nd Battalion, 55th Air Defense
Artillery Regiment, 108th Air Defense Artillery Brigade,
who was killed in... Purchase Licensing Rights, opens
new tab Read more

Asked what he would tell the families of the fallen,
Trump said: "All I'm going to ?say is, we love you. We love
your child, and that's what they are to them. They're their
children. There's no games, no nothing."U.S. presidents,
vice ?presidents ?and dignitaries regularly attend the sol-
emn transfer ceremonies at Dover — home of the largest
U.S. military mortuary — during times of war or conflict.

The three U.S. service members killed when an Ira-
nian missile hit their sleeping barracks at Muwaffaq Salti
Air Base in Jordan on Friday were First Lieutenant Tyler
James Feehan, 25, Sergeant Angel S. Rampersad, 28,
and Private Isabella Gonzales, 19. All three were assigned
to U.S. Army air defense ?brigades.The fourth death, of
Sergeant Michael 7Emmanuel Swinton, 30, occurred on
?Sunday in a separate incident in Erbil, Iraq, during a
controlled detonation of an attack drone.A U.S. official,
speaking on the condition of anonymity, told Reuters that
the number of injured U.S. troops was now well over ?500.
The Pentagon said on Monday that 100 service mem-
bers have been injured since July 7 and ?96% have re-
turned to ?duty.Four in five Americans expect the war to
drag on for an extended period, according to a Reuters/
Ipsos opinion poll conducted this month. Some 37% of
respondents approved of U.S. military strikes against Iran.
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India’sdemographic
dividend asatimebomb

T WL

Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore once said,
“Don’t limit a child to your own learning, for she was born
in another time.” In the context of India’s education sys-
tem, this quote is particularly resonant today. India’s edu-
cation system is outdated. We are preparing students for
jobs that are rapidly disappearing or evolving.Meanwhile
the future of work is being shaped by emerging technolo-
gies, led by Atrtificial Intelligence (Al), being the most dis-
ruptive of them all. Al is reshaping how we work and
think, with our research suggesting that up to 70% of
current jobs, globally, will be impacted, and up to 30% of
tasks in many current jobs will get completely automated.
A plethora of new jobs related to Al development and
implementation are being created as we speak. This tech-
nological shift via Al is already changing the world and
the job market, whereas the curriculum update cycle in
our schools and colleges runs in three-year cycles. This
is incremental at best, leading to many students being
left behind if we do not up-skill, cross-skill and re-skill
them.

India’s ‘demographic dividend’ has long been touted
as a key driver of the nation’s future growth. With more
than 800 million people below the age of 35, the country
boasts of having one of the largest youth populations
anywhere. This demographic ‘asset’, however, is increas-
ingly under threat of becoming a ‘liability’, as the gap
between education and real-world skills, and degrees
and employability widens. If this gap is not addressed,
India’s demographic dividend could morph into a demo-
graphic time bomb — a paradox at scale.

The stark reality is that while India is producing mil-
lions of graduates every year, many of these graduates
remain underemployed and are increasingly becoming
unemployable. Despite popular belief, this is not merely
a problem facing social science or non-STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics) students. Over
the past decade, data show that 40%-50% of engineer-
ing graduates from Indian universities have not been
placed in jobs, highlighting the worrying gap between
academic education and industry requirements. More and
more youngsters are going to college or university, yet
employers report increasing difficulty in finding talent with
the right skills. Belatedly, educators are acknowledging
the problem, with 61% of higher education leaders today
agreeing that curricula are not aligned with rapidly chang-
ing job market needs.

The mismatch begins in high schoolAs the Al revo-
lution accelerates, India faces a deepening skills crisis.
According to McKinsey, nearly seven out of every 10 In-
dian jobs are at risk from automation by 2030. This means
a massive and unprecedented change could be affect-
ing the nation in just the next five years. Of course, it is not
all bad news. The World Economic Forum predicts that Al
and other new tech will create 170 million new jobs by
2030. The problem is that in the same period, more than
half of this number of newly created jobs (92 million) will
be displaced. Consequently, skilling must become a criti-
cal national priority.The challenge lies in how Indian youth
are entering the workforce. A significant number are do-
ing so with outdated or irrelevant skills. This misalign-
ment begins in high school, where students are largely
unaware of the multitude of career paths that exist. A
Mindler Career Awareness Survey from 2022 revealed
that 93% of Indian students between classes 8 to 12 are
aware of only seven career options, most of which are
traditional roles such as doctor, engineer, lawyer, or
teacher. In contrast, the modern economy offers over
20,000 career paths. Surprisingly, a mere 7% of students
report receiving formal career guidance during their
schooling years. This lack of awareness leads to millions

of our best and brightest, pursuing degrees that do not
match their aptitudes or market needs. Do not take our
word for it. According to the India Skills Report 2024,
more than 65% of high school graduates pursue degrees
that are not aligned with their interests or abilities. This
alarming reality means that students emerge from their
degrees ill-equipped for the rapidly changing job market,
further exacerbating India’s unemployment crisis.

Digital tools, but analog mindsetsWhile most stu-
dents in India now have access to some technology as
smartphones have become much cheaper, and the gov-
ernment has also tried to roll out computer and Al labs,
most schools still follow traditional, examination-centric
curricula. There is limited focus on career exploration or
the development of job-ready skills. As a result, students
graduate with degrees but lack the practical experience
required by employers. In fact, the Graduate Skills Index
2025 produced by Mercer-Mettl found that only 43% of
Indian graduates are deemed job-ready. In our experi-
ence with interns and fresh graduates, this figure, if any-
thing, underestimates the scale of the problem.

EdTech platforms primarily focus on test prepara-
tion and rote learning, rather than career discovery or
skill development. Coursera, Udemy and other look-alikes
have tried to address this problem, but the certificates
obtained from these are becoming increasingly
commoditised. School curricula remain disconnected from
the evolving job market, leaving students unprepared for
the challenges ahead. Only a few State boards and cen-
tral bodies have introduced career readiness frameworks,
and even fewer integrate emerging career pathways into
their curricula.

The Indian government, to its credit, has launched
several initiatives that are aimed at bridging the skills
gap, the most prominent being the Skill India Mission,
which aimed to train over 400 million individuals by 2022.
Despite large-scale funding, the mission fell far short of
this target. Multiple systemic issues have contributed to
this failure: besides the Skill India Mission, an acronym
soup of other policies has also been launched which
includes the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY), Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKK), Jan
Shikshan Sansthan (JSS), Pradhan Mantri Yuva Yojana
(PMYY), Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness
for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP), Prime Minister’s
Internship Scheme, and many others,What India needs
is a cohesive strategy that aligns education and skill de-
velopment with industry demands. We have undertaken
deep research and devised a platform for just that. We
are in conversations with NITI Aayog, the Association of
Indian Universities (AlU), and the Skill Ministry to trans-
late this solution into reality. Collaboration between the
government, private sector and educational institutions
will be essential to create a robust ecosystem for skill
development.The decisive decade

India’s ambition to emerge as a global digital pow-
erhouse rests on its ability to integrate technology, edu-
cation and employment into a coherent national frame-
work. India’s youth will either be equipped with the skills
to thrive in an Al-driven world or be left behind. This is not
just an education or employment crisis; it is a crisis where
our entire social contract could come undone. The stu-
dent civil disobedience during the Mandal Commission
days in 1990 bear witness to the havoc that youth-led
protests can create, escalating into violence, clashes with
police, property destruction, and, in some cases, fatali-
ties due to police firings. If India fails to act now, it risks
creating a generation of highly literate, even educated
but unemployable youth that can become a ticking time-
bomb. The World Bank Economic Review has ably cap-
tured this paradox at scale in an article by Lant Pritchett,
“Where Has All the Education Gone?”. The ramifications
of such a crisis are dire. The good news is that this is an
entirely fixable problem. India must prepare its youth not
for the jobs of yesterday, but for the careers of tomorrow.
The clock is ticking and it is up to us to convert India’s
demographic dividend into an asset or a liability.

Martin Whitehead is a behavioural economist and
former Partner, PwC. Amar Anand Singh is currently Chief
Investment Officer of Auroville Investment Management
Limited and Founder of the Auro Group of Companies.
He was Managing Director and part of the founding team
at Tybourne

In Ukrain€ swar-torn eastern regions,
resdentsnavigate deadly minefields

While foraging for mushrooms earlier this summer,
a 53-year-old woman from the Sumy region of Ukraine
accidentally picked up an explosive object, one of the
many littered across the otherwise lush forest landscape
that cover much of the region.Injured but conscious, the
woman, whose identity has not been revealed by the
authorities, called her son, who alerted the local police
immediately. “She was found bleeding and provided with
first aid and evacuated from the area, which remains un-
safe,” the police department said, adding, “The trip to the
forest almost ended in tragedy.”

Soon after, another statement was issued, one that
has been repeated frequently over the last three years:
“The police once again emphasise: border and forest
areas may be mined! Under no circumstances should
you enter such areas without urgent need.”Residents of
Sumy and the surrounding eastern regions have become
all too familiar with these warnings. “It is a fate one ac-
cepts living next door to Russia,” said 30-year-old Anna,
a resident of Kyiv, who only wished to share her first name.

Largest contaminationAs the country comes under
massive shelling, missile and drone attacks, the Ukrai-
nian landscape has got contaminated with active rem-
nants of explosive devices, bombs, and even drones.The
Russians, while retreating from some of the areas they
captured in the initial phase of the invasion, planted hun-
dreds, possibly thousands, of anti-personnel mines, step-
ping on which could instantly dismember the victim.“There
are currently over a million mines in the Ukrainian soil,”
estimated Paul Heslop, Senior UN Mine Action Adviser
in Ukraine.But mines aren’t the only explosives concern-
ing organisations which are working on demining. “There
is also an awful lot of unexploded shells, rockets, gre-
nades, mortars from the fighting, particularly in the buffer
zone where artillery’s got roughly a 20-mile range,” he
said, adding urban environment that saw the Russian
invasion were no better.“We are looking at some of the
worst contamination we’ve seen since the Second World

War,” he said.According to data shared by the State Emer-
gency Service of Ukraine (SESU), there have been 910
incidents involving mines and explosive remnants of war,
resulting in 992 people injured and 359 killed since the
start of the war in February 2022. In 2025 alone, SESU
stated that there have been 162 incidents, involving 187
injuries and 33 deaths.The Ukrainian National Mine Ac-
tion Authority, estimated that as of mid-July this year, al-
most 139,000 sq. km — about 23% of the country’s land-
mass — is directly affected by Russian explosives and
mines. Of this, about 687,000 hectares are forest
areas.Over six million people are living in and around
the contaminated areas.Several Ukrainians shared ac-
counts of coming across mines and unexploded ordi-
nances while foraging for mushroom in the forests. “It
was especially very common in the earlier days after the
invasion,” Ms. Anna said.Earlier this year, Ms. Anna and
her friends came across pieces of explosives in forests
around Kyiv.

“We loved going on hikes as a weekend activity, but
coming across pieces of bombs and explosives made it a
very stressful experience. Especially if you have kids be-
cause they will pick up anything,” she said.The popular-
ity of this outdoor activity, combined with the frequent risk
of finding mines, prompted the Ukrainian government to
issue instructions about safely foraging.Shifting
frontlinesWhat compounds the problem is advanced
weapons technology and drone warfare employed in this
war. Mr. Helsop explained that as the delivery system of
explosives changes, “every drone could be a potential
unexploded device”.In recent months, record-breaking
aerial attacks, involving Iran-made Shahed drones, have
caused casualties and forced residents to spend nights
in shelters. The largest of these was recorded on July 9
with 728 drones and 13 missiles targeting multiple cities
across the country.The changing weapons technology is
also getting harder for demining agencies to combat them.

Of an adoption maze and a
menacethriving in its shadow

Every morning Pranathi wakes up to the same rou-
tine — checking the phone and opening the government
child adoption portal with a fervent hope that there will be
some movement in her application. “For two years now,
my life has been defined by waiting,” says the exasper-
ated 45-year-old.Pranathi and husband, 48-year-old
Ramakrishna, have been married for the past 12 years
and are childless. The couple, residents of Tenali in
Guntur district, spent years moving from one fertility cen-
tre to another, trying every available medical option.

She underwent two rounds of Intrauterine insemi-
nation (IUl) and one round of in-Vitro Fertilization (IVF).
The treatments were exhausting. “The injections were
painful and had to be taken regularly,” she says, recall-
ing the regimen. “There were side-effects too; the medi-
cines leave you drained in more ways than one,” she
says. When medical science offered no solace, the couple
turned to adoption, registering in June 2023. “We want to
share our lives with a child,” she says.According to the
guidelines of Central Adoption Resource Authority
(CARA), a government agency that regulates and facili-
tates adoption in India, Pranathi-Ramakrishna couple are
eligible for a child in 2-4 age group. For them, adoption is
the only path to parenthood. But the wait, she says, has
been unbearable.Pranathi admits that, in moments of des-
peration, she is tempted to consider shortcuts, but re-
ports of child trafficking and illegal adoptions landing
parents in legal trouble quickly have her thinking better
of it. “I can’t imagine losing a child after holding it in my
arms,” she says, voice breaking.A crime feeding off
desperationPranathi’s fears are not unfounded. The in-
stances of child trafficking feeding on the vulnerability of
childless couples are growing in the State.

A case in point is that of 26-year-old Ch. Meghana
from Ongole in Prakasam district. Meghana and husband
Vishnu Teja got married in 2019 but remained childness.
As the couple began contemplating adoption through
CARA, a known registered medical practitioner (RMP)
from Guntur approached their relatives informing them
that a college girl, who had delivered a baby, wanted to
give up the infant. The relatives discussed the matter with
Meghana’s father-in-law, who collected the 16-days-old
baby from the RMP.

The arrival of a baby was nothing short of a miracle
for the childless couple, as it filled the silence of their
home with laughter, purpose and a joy that knew no
bounds. But the jubilation turned into despair on July 14,
when the child was taken away by the Vijayawada po-
lice, who informed her that it was a trafficked infant.
Meghana has now appealed to the District Collector and
moved the court, seeking their intervention to regain cus-
tody of the child.In another case, which could perhaps be
the gravest of the trafficking incidents thus far, a three-
month-old infant girl changed hands seven times within
two months in August 2022. Originally from Mangalagiri
in Guntur district, she was sold by her father Medabalimi
Manoj of Dandalayapet in Mangalagiri to Mikkili
Nagalakshmi of Kondaprolu village in Nalgonda district
(Telangana) for ?70,000.

Nagalakshmi sold the baby to Meghavat Gayatri for
?1.2 lakh, who went on to hand over the child to Bhukya
Nandu for ?71.87 lakh. Bhukya Nandu sold the baby to Sk.
Noor Jahan through one Anubolu Kiran for ?1.9 lakh.
Subsequently, the baby got transferred to Bommada Uma
Devi of Hyderabad (amount not known). She was then
sold to Padala Sravani of Vijayawada for ?2 lakh and
then to Garikamukku Vijayalakshmi of Vijayawada for ?2.2
lakh, before reaching the hands of Varre Ramesh of Eluru
district, who paid ?72.5 lakh.Based on a complaint by the
infant’s mother and grandmother, the Guntur police
formed a special task force and traced the trafficking chain.
Eleven people, including the father, were arrested and
the baby was reunited with her mother.“An acquaintance
of my wife told her that babies could be arranged quietly
through intermediaries if she didn’t want to wait for the
legal process to be over.”Sarveshwar RaoA resident of
Singh Nagar in VijayawadaThe case sparked a state-
wide debate about the complex adoption procedures that
drive desperate couples towards illegal methods, weak
vigilance in hospitals and communities and delayed po-
lice response to missing child or trafficking
cases.Following the incident, the Andhra Pradesh High
Court took suo motu cognisance of the issue and ap-
pointed senior advocate P. Sri Raghuram as amicus cu-
riae to guide the court on broader systematic failures and
recommend reforms. The disturbing frequency of trans-
actions in this single case prompted the High Court to
examine whether procedural delays and enforcement
gaps in legal adoption were inadvertently fuelling illegal
trafficking.Raghuram found that the adoption process is
excessively bureaucratic and slow, often taking years to
complete, and that the delay pushes aspiring parents
toward illegal alternatives. He also underlined the delay
in response by the law enforcement agencies and called
for community-level vigilance.He suggested simplifica-

tion of the adoption process, strengthening of vigilance
at key points, swift police response and a series of aware-
ness campaigns to educate the public about legal adop-
tion process, the penalties for trafficking or sex determi-
nation and on the importance of promptly reporting any
suspicious activity.“The wait is unbearable. Friends whis-
per of ‘other options.” An acquaintance of my wife told her
that babies could be arranged quietly through intermedi-
aries if she didn’t want to wait for the legal process to be
over,” says Sarveshwar Rao from Singh Nagar in
Vijayawada.

Married for sixteen years, the couple decided to adopt
a child and registered in CARA. “We were told it might
take two to three years, but it stretched to four before we
could finally bring home the baby,” says the 40-year-old
teacher.He says after completing every formality that the
government asks for, background checks, counselling
sessions, home inspections and medical certificates, the
wait becomes painful. “And yet, every moment of that
wait feels worthwhile now, for the joy he has brought into
our lives comes without the shadow of fear or the worry of
future uncertainty.” The couple was given a three-month-
old baby in April.Struggles for parenthood

A District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) officer, seek-
ing anonymity, recounts how couples usually approach
the Women and Child Welfare Department only after ex-
hausting every possible fertility treatment. “One woman
came to us completely bald,” the officer recalls. “She said
she lost her hair because of the strong medication she
was put on.”"The DCPU says he has also received des-
perate calls from men saying that their wives have slipped
into depression because of the wait. “Their voices carry
both helplessness and fear,” he says. For those without
much money or knowledge, the centralised child-adop-
tion system feels out of reach.“This is also why many
couples look for other options,” says N. Siva Prakash, a
native of Thotlavallur in Krishna district. The 42-year-old
man, with his wife Rama Devi, visited the local office of
the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) in
2021 to learn about child-adoption procedure. “They
spoke about CARA guidelines, Child Adoption Resource
Information and Guidance System (CARINGS) portal,
registration and paperwork involving online forms, in-
come proofs and certificates and long waiting time, espe-
cially for infants and healthy babies. | couldn’t under-
stand their legal terms, so | gave up the idea of adopting
through CARA,” he said.There were other reasons, too,
for the couple to avoid the CARA route. “They wanted me
to show a certificate proving that my annual income was
at least ?3 lakh. But if | did that, my white ration card
would be cancelled, and | couldn’t afford to lose it,” he
says. The couple adopted a baby from a relative and the
girl is four years old now.How the processes go

CARINGS, an online portal maintained by CARA for
prospective adoptive parents (PAPs) to register, track and
complete the adoption process, is aimed at ensuring that
adoptions are legal, transparent and in the child’s best
interest. The district Women and Child Welfare Depart-
ment is the local authority overseeing child protection
and welfare, and it coordinates with Child Care Institu-
tions (CCls) and adoption agencies ensuring that the pro-
cess follows CARA rules.The DCPUs are the ground-
level arm of the department, which identify orphaned,
abandoned or surrendered children, produce them be-
fore the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) for declaring
them legally free for adoption and support adoptive par-
ents with documentation and counselling.The Women
and Child Welfare Department promotes adoption
through the 27 Specialised Adoption Agencies (SSAs) or
Sishu Gruhas established in 26 districts. Children in the
0-18 age group are placed for adoption, and over the
past three years, the department placed 239 children for
in-country adoption and 34 children for inter-country
adoption.“Most prospective adoptive parents prefer chil-
dren below one year,” says Secretary, Women and Child
Welfare Department, A. Surya Kumari. This is perhaps
for the ease of bonding, to experience early stages of
parenthood (feeding, first words, first steps) and due to
social stigma, as parents prefer a newborn so they can
present it as their biological baby.

Surya Kumari says the department is also encour-
aging foster care to provide a safe and nurturing family
environment for a large number of children in the 6-18
years group who are staying in CCls. “As their parents or
guardians are unavailable or are unable to take care of
them due to various circumstances, they can be placed
under foster care,” she explains.“Foster care is about flex-
ible commitment, which allows couples and single women
aged 35-60 to provide temporary care without the per-
manency of adoption.”

A. Surya KumariSecretary, Women and Child Wel-
fare Departmentin foster care, a child in need of care and
protection is placed in the domestic environment of a
family on short term, and the process is coordinated by
DCPU and approved by the CWC of the district concerned.
“It is about flexible commitment, which allows couples
and single women aged 35-60 to provide temporary care
without the permanency of adoption,” explains Surya
Kumari, adding that it suits those who want to help but
are not ready for lifelong responsibility. She says this can
evolve into adoption after two years, if desired.Meanwhile,
voices demanding decentralisation of the adoption pro-
cedure without diluting the existing rules are growing
louder. “Local accessibility will allow couples to approach
the district or state-level adoption agencies directly in-
stead of waiting endlessly in an online queue,” feels
B.V.S. Kumar, former Chairman of the Child Welfare Com-
mittee, Krishna district.

SunitaAhujabagsmaiden show asjudgein
Farah Khan's'Aunty KiskoBola

Mumbai: Filmmaker-choreographer and Youtube
star Farah Khan has announced a new show titled “Aunty
Kisko Bola” and welcomed her brother Sajid Khan and
Govinda’s wife Sunita Ahuja as the first judges for it.

Farah took to Instagram, where she shared a video
of Sunita and Sajid coming on stage. The text on the video
read that “Welcome to the grand talent show... Hunt for
India’s No.1 aunty. A talent show only for aunties. Hunar
ki koi age nahi hoti.” “TOMORROW!! Our new show on my
channel.. AUNTYKISKOBOLA #AKB thank u
@aslisajidkhan @ officialsunitaahuja for being our very
first judges to bring out the talent that every woman has! N
there s a special guest appearance too....@myqyuki
@cashify @dhinchakofficial,” Farah wrote as the
caption.The show will have guest judges every

week.Farah has choreographed more than a hundred
songs in over 80 films winning the National Film Award
for Best Choreography.In addition, she has worked on
Tamil films and in international projects, such as Mon-
soon Wedding, Bombay Dreams, Vanity Fair and Mari-
gold: An Adventure in India and the Chinese films Per-
haps Love and Kung Fu Yoga, earning Tony Award and
Golden Horse Award nominations.She then went on to
direct the comedy Tees Maar Khan (2010) and the dance
heist comedy Happy New Year (2014).\Talking about
Sunita, on August 27, she spoke about the divorce rumours
with Govinda. The two came together to celebrate
Ganeshotsav, and interacted with the media.Responding
to the rumours, Sunita told the media, “You guys have
come for Ganpati or the controversy? Hasn’t the media
been slapped in the face by seeing us together so close?

If there was something off,
o0 o
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Abhishek Sharma rewrites
India’s fastest T20l century record

New Delhi: Abhishek Sharma smashed a record-
breaking 30-ball century against Afghanistan in the on-
going third T20l at the Arun Jaitley Stadium on
Thursday.Abhishek’s knock ended at 108 off 34 balls, with
nine fours and 11 sixes, before he was caught behind by
Rahmanullah Gurbaz off Rashid Khan in the 10th over.

His century eclipsed former India captain Rohit
Sharma’s 35-ball hundred against Sri Lanka at Holkar
Stadium in Indore in 2017, making it the fastest T20I cen-
tury by an Indian men’s batter.lt was also the fastest cen-

tury by a batter from a Test-playing nation in men’s T20Is.
Overall, it was the third-fastest century in men’s T20I his-
tory, behind Estonia’s Sahil Chauhan (27 balls) and
Turkey’s Muhammad Fahad (29 balls).

Starting cautiously with a boundary off pacer
Fazalhaq Farooqi in the opening over, Abhishek shifted
gears in the second over, hitting Azmatullah Omarzai for
two sixes and a four.He then clobbered Mohammad Nabi
for two sixes and a four to bring up his half-century in just
16 balls. He scored 76 runs off 22 balls in the powerplay,
the highest individual score in overs 1-6 in men’s
T20Is.Abhishek continued his assault against Mujeeb Ur
Rahman and then Rashid Khan before reaching his cen-
tury off 30 balls. He celebrated by sitting in a meditation
pose.Abhishek’s father, Rajkumar Sharma, watched from
the hospitality stand and applauded the innings. India
head coach Gautam Gambhir also applauded the knock
from the dugout.During his innings, Abhishek also set a
new world record for the most T20I sixes in the powerplay
in a calendar year. According to CricViz, he took his 2026
tally to 37 sixes, including seven in the powerplay in the
ongoing game, surpassing his previous best of 34 sixes
in the six-over phase in 2025.

Al FF announces discounted tickets
for clubs ahead of Indiafriendlies

Hyderabad: With anticipation building around the
Indian senior men’s national team’s upcoming FIFA Tier
1 friendlies against Panama, Brazil and Uruguay, AIFF
president Kalyan Chaubey on Thursday outlined ticket-
ing arrangements for football fans and clubs in West
Bengal.Speaking at a press meet, Chaubey said India
will face Panama on September 25, Brazil on October 3
and Uruguay on October 6, with all three opponents cur-
rently ranked among the FIFA top 50.He addressed con-
cerns over ticket access for members and supporters of
Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and Mohammedan Sporting.
Chaubey said the Indian Football Association (IFA) will
act as the nodal point for ticket allocation.

“If any club needs tickets, they can inform through
the IFA regarding how many tickets are required. Mohun
Bagan, East Bengal and Mohammedan Sporting will al-
locate a dedicated area in their stadium premises where
ticket sales will be arranged. This way, the members or
fans of the respective clubs can directly go to their club
tent to collect their tickets,” he said.“Clubs will request
tickets through the IFA, which will manage the allocation
at discounted rates.”The AIFF is also looking to take the
matches beyond Kolkata through fan parks across
districts.“On promoting grassroots football, while AIFF’s
direct reach is limited, we propose creating Fan Parks
across districts so young academy kids and fans outside
Kolkata can watch the matches together on big screens,”
the AIFF chief said.

V-

- ! ..
More than 14,000 seats in the middle tier behind
both goalposts, in the B2 and D2 sections, will be made
available to IFA-registered clubs and the three major
Kolkata clubs at discounted rates.Chaubey also provided
an update on preparations for the India-Brazil fixture. A
five-member delegation from the Brazilian Football Con-
federation visited Kolkata to inspect the arrangements and
ongoing work at the stadium.“l am glad to inform you that
they gave a very positive report,” Chaubey said.He said
there were initial concerns over the condition of the pitch
following extensive use during the Durand Cup and the
monsoon. The field is now in much better shape and is
expected to improve further. The two practice grounds
adjacent to the stadium are also being prepared ahead of
the high-profile fixture.

T20 cricket has changed massively,
170 now barely competitive: Bishnoi

New Delhi: India leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi said a
score of 170, once considered a winning total in T20
cricket, has now become an average or below-par score,
highlighting the rapid evolution of the shortest
format.Bishnoi came into the second game on Tuesday in
place of wrist-spinner Varun Chakaravarthy, who was
ruled out of the ongoing series against Afghanistan due
to a side strain. In the match, which India won by seven
wickets, Bishnoi returned figures of 1-32 in his four overs
and dismissed top-order batter Sediqullah Atal.

Reflecting on his performance in the second match
and the changing dynamics of the shortest format, the 25-
year-old spinner emphasised that executing practice drills
and sticking to core processes remain vital when bowling
on flat tracks and small grounds.“It was a really good
match. One important thing was that | was able to put into
practice the things | had been working on during training.
Being able to contribute to the team’s win made it even
better.“T20 cricket has changed a lot. From 2022 to 2026,
things have changed massively. Back then, 170 was con-
sidered a minimum score. Today, 170 is barely a com-
petitive total. What was once a winning score has now
become an average or below-par score,” Bishnoi said in
a chat with the broadcasters ahead of the third T20I at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium here on Thursday.Asked about his
approach to handling tough bowling conditions, Jodh-
pur-based Bishnoi, who plays for Rajasthan Royals in the
Indian Premier League (IPL), said maintaining control and
sticking to one’s strengths are key to success in the short-
est format.“My philosophy is to do what you know best
and keep improving at it. You have to stick to your process
and your plans. Playing on good pitches and small
grounds is certainly a factor, but you also have to focus on
your bowling, how much control you have, and whether
you can execute the things you’'ve been working on in
practice,” he added.

Five-wicket hauls highlight
HCA Super League action

Hyderabad: Fine spells by Syed Ghazi Abbas (five
for 43) for Team A and K Bhagath Varma (five for 15) for
Team C were among the highlights of the HCA Senior
Men’s Multi-Day Super League cricket championship here
on Thursday.M Amarnadh Goud (eight for 11) of Delhi
Public School, Nacharam, returned the best bowling fig-
ures of the day in the Inter-Schools and Colleges
championship.The scores:Senior Men’s Multi-Day Super
League:Team C 296 in 102.2 overs and 123 all out in
37.3 overs (M Pratyush Kumar 34, Pranav Varma 32) beat
Team A 287 in 77.4 overs (Sunkari Dheeraj 57, K Bhagath
Varma 3/88, M Pratyush Kumar 3/55, Pranav Varma 3/12)
and 79 in 18 overs (A Vignesh Reddy 32, Pranav Varma
4/47, K Bhagath Varma 5/15).Team F 224 in 59.3 overs
and 321/6 in 83 overs (Aman Rao P 96, Alankrith R 81, A
Varun Goud 84 batting) vs Team G 375 in 89.3 overs
(Divesh Singh 46, A Prithvi Reddy 3/57, Aryan Cariappa
3/59).Bengal Under-19 men’s team tour to
Hyderabad:Geographic Reference

Hyderabad 275 in 48.5 overs (Jashwanth Mote 39,
Aditya Javvaji 31, P Prince 41, M Durga Ujjwal 50, Rithvik
Goud 37, Hridhi Nag 3/50, Aneesh Rathi 4/51) lost to Ben-
gal 276/7 in 46 overs (Anish Mahapatra 130 not out, Dibya
Netra Das 58).Inter-Schools & Colleges (Under-16):St
Marks Boys Town HS 22 in 16.1 overs (Ashwith Uppala 5/
2) lost to Warangal Dist-2 23/0 in two overs.Pallavi Model
School, Alwal 120 in 37.3 overs (R Divesh 37, Rudra Rao
34, Kaarthikeya Thati 3/21, Neeraj Sai Garipally 5/5) lost
to Hyderabad School of Excellence, Rajendranagar 122/

3in 21 overs (Mirza Suleman Baig 45, Kaarthikeya Thati
42).Medak Dist-1 66 in 19.4 overs (G Sai Ram 4/12, P
Lalith Aditya Reddy 3/26) lost to Medjee Jr C,
Secunderabad 67/1 in 4.5 overs (V Anirudh Naik 46 not
out).Bhavans SA Jr C, Sainikpuri 335/3 in 50 overs
(Mokshith J 94, G Parthiv Varma 135, Utkarsh Bhave 73
not out) beat Indus Universal School, Sainikpuri 81 in
24.1 overs (G Parthiv Varma 3/21, Mokshith Jannu 3/
8).Delhi Public School, Nadergul 190 in 40.2 overs (N Sai
Anurag Rathod 71, Mohd Shoeb 4/21) lost to Hidayah
Islamic International School, Mehdipatnam 191/2 in 24
overs (Jatin Sharma 117, Mallikarjun Thakur
39).Khammam Dist-1 293 in 41.1 overs (G Prasanna
Kumar 109, Thaman Sukamanchi 4/52) beat Oakridge
International School 73 in 21.3 overs (Jai Ganesh 3/29,
Ujwal Ganesh 3/24).Gowtham Model School, West
Marredpally 191 in 47.1 overs (I Sitaram Charan Reddy
73, Akshaj Goudi 3/25) lost to St Andrews HS, Bowenpally
192/6 in 42.4 overs (B Harshith 87).Chirec International
School, Kondapur 179 in 42.1 overs (Advaith Vinjamur
40, Yuvir Sangtani 36, E Snehith Reddy 3/52) lost to Aca-
demic Heights PS, Badangpet 180/3 in 27 overs (S Aditya
Gupta 108, T Venkata Krishna 39).Nalgonda Dist-1 293
in 49.3 overs (Saketh Reddy N 66, M Anish Kumar Yadav
34, G Chanikya 50 not out, Eage Havish 5/62) beat Gen-
esis School, Beeramguda 70 in 16 overs (Rayan Shaik 5/
20, M Anish Kumar Yadav 3/30).DPS, Nacharam 280 in
49.5 overs (Arjun Diwakar 34, Shaurya Singh 36, Pratheek
Rao 36, Anetje Reyansh S 30, Sushen K 83)

Mumbai club cricketer Vinay lyer will coach

Japan ag

Vinay lyer, a Mumbai club cricketer who once ar-
ranged his life around a 5.15am bus to make practice on
time, will be on the other side of the boundary rope on
Friday, as coach of Japan’s women’s cricket team at the
Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games. Their opponents: India.He
knows the Mumbai routine well enough that the memory
still comes easily. He would take the early bus from home
to Thane railway station, catch a train into the city, and
make it to the Police Gymkhana at Charni Road by 7.15
sharp. Practice, then college, then more cricket in the
evening. Later, work entered the picture too: practice at
Charni Road, office in Andheri, home in Thane. For a
while, lyer kept it up. Eventually, geography won.

Nearly two decades later, cricket has brought him to
another commute, another country, and a situation he
could scarcely have imagined as a young player crossing
Mumbai’s maidans.“l get goosebumps even now when |
think about the match,” lyer, 41, tells The Indian Express.
“I am trying not to show my nervousness to the
players.”There’s something almost surreal about that, for
a man who grew up at Thane’s Central Maidan under
coach Shekhar Dhuri and at Dadoji Kondadev Stadium,
and who still remembers watching Cheteshwar Pujara up
close while fielding at point in a West Zone game at the
Wankhede.lyer lyer now works with a diamond trading
company in Tokyo and is the coach of the Japan women’s
cricket team.When the Asian Games draw was announced
and Japan learned they would face India, there was ex-
citement among his players. lyer got caught up in it too.
Then the reality of the job began to sink in.“| started think-
ing, ‘What's happening?” says lyer, who had to apply for
leave from work to be at the Games. “I never thought in my
life that | am going to coach, train people and tell them,
‘You are going to face this bowler.” Or tell a bowler, ‘You
are going to bowl to Smriti Mandhana.” For someone from
Thane, raised inside the demanding ecosystem of Mumbai
cricket, it's a long way to have travelled.lyer played the
Kanga League for Sundar Cricket Club and captained his
college to an inter-collegiate title. Former India cricketer
Ashok Mankad, one of his childhood coaches, pushed
him toward Ranji opportunities. A possible route through
the Navy was delayed, and there was pressure at home
to earn. Mankad suggested Kerala instead, where lyer
might have had a shot at state cricket.

His parents weren’t convinced. “My father was like,

aing India at the Agan Games

‘You will go from here to there, even the ration card will
change,” lyer laughs.Eventually, Mankad pointed him to-
ward Rosy Blue, a diamond trading company that played
in the Times Shield. Offered a choice between a playing
contract and a job, lyer chose the job. “That day | started
working. I'm still in the same company,” he says.The deci-
sion didn’t end his cricket journey. It sent it on a detour, to
Japan.Rosy Blue first sent lyer to Japan for three months
in 2009, then offered him a permanent role in 2013 after
he survived the 2011 Tokyo earthquake, having initially
said, “I'm not coming back.” He came back anyway, and
discovered Japan had cricket. “When | found out there is
cricket in Japan, | thought, ‘Okay, let’s try and get into the
national team,” he says.He joined a Tokyo club, Max CC,
and began travelling two hours to Sano for matches, an-
other cricket commute, this time in another country. In
2015, he topped the league’s run charts and was named
Player of the Year. Just as a national team spot seemed
possible, the Japan Cricket Association changed its rules
to bar foreigners.

Rather than walk away, lyer formed the Kawasaki
Knight Riders. Fielding a senior side required building
youth teams first, and coaching his own under-12, under-
15 and under-19 players, he found his next career.After
Covid, Japan changed its eligibility rules again, and in
2021 he made his international debut. A shoulder injury
soon after ended his playing career, and coaching took
over: first Japan’s men’s under-16 side, then the under-
19 team as an assistant.On an under-19 tour to Dubai,
lyer ran into former India cricketer Wasim Jaffer. “l had
played a couple of games with him at Police Gymkhana,”
he says, laughing. “I'm sure he doesn’t remember
me.”Vinay Vinay lyer (middle row, right) during his Bombay
Gymkhana playing days with coach SP Bhatia, a former
Mumbai player. (Special arrangement)The assignment
did more than reconnect him with familiar names from
Indian cricket. It opened the door to his next job. Japan’s
women’s coach, Ardene Ruhode, also worked with the
Under-19 programme, and when Ruhode began prepar-
ing to leave, he recommended lyer for the women’s team.
In 2025, the former Mumbai club cricketer got the job.It
also meant confronting how different the cricketing worlds
of India and Japan really were. “Here, we play on mat
wickets. We have camps once a month. It's not like that
since we are going to the Asian Games, we have a three-
week camp. No. We are just practising once a month. But
the girls are so excited that every week, they are taking
leave and going to Sano,” lyer says.

He’s worked with the groundsman to secure a patch
of turf the players can train on. lyer still holds his day job;
the players record videos of their sessions and upload
them to an app, letting him monitor and send feedback
remotely.lyer believes the game could be “a life changer”
for his players. For him too, it carries a strange circularity.
Once, he was the young Mumbai cricketer rushing across
the city before sunrise, squeezing a little more cricket into
a life increasingly claimed by trains, buses, college and
work.

Koreabuildsa slow court to stop
India’s Dhakshineswar and Nagal

“They have resurfaced the court with a lot of thought
and intelligence where they have actually tried to counter
both our players,” India captain Rohit Rajpal told PTI after
a training session in Seoul. “Sumit likes the balls to bounce
because he rolls a lot. But the balls are not bouncing.
They have slowed it down because DK also does not like
slow courts. He has a huge serve. So they countered it
again with this thing.”There is something almost personal
in that, a hard court engineered not against a strategy but
against two specific bodies, two specific habits.
Dhakshineswar Suresh and Sumit Nagal will spend this
tie fighting a surface built with them in mind.

The stakes explain the trouble South Korea has gone
to. A win puts India into the Davis Cup Final 8, a stage no
Asian nation has reached since the format was revamped.
It has taken three ties to get here. India blanked Togo 4-0
at Delhi’'s DLTA Complex in February last year. They then
went to Biel and beat ninth-seeded Switzerland 3-1, India’s
first win over a European nation on European soil since
1993, a year in which Leander Paes and Ramesh
Krishnan were still doing the winning. Then came the
Netherlands in Bengaluru this February, and
Dhakshineswar again, three rubbers played, three rub-
bers won, a 3-2 upset that has brought India to this final
step.

He arrives without the partner he’d have wanted.
Yuki Bhambri, who reached the US Open doubles semifi-
nals last year and had complemented Dhakshineswar
well in the win over the Dutch, is out with a thigh injury
picked up before his own first-round match at Flushing
Meadows. In his place, Niki Poonacha joins N Sriram
Balaji, up against Uisung Park and Jisung Nam on the
tie’s second day.The Seoul Olympic Park Tennis Center
has seen a country do something no one else had done
before. Thirty-eight years ago, in the same stadium, ten-
nis returned to the Olympics after 64 years away, and
Steffi Graf beat Gabriela Sabatini there to complete the
only calendar-year Golden Slam the sport has known.
India is chasing something smaller in scale but no less
unprecedented for a nation that hasn’t managed it: an
Asian team through to the Final 8.Both singles matches
carry their own strange symmetry.Dhakshineswar opens
on Friday against Soonwoo Kwon, ranked 157, a two-
time ATP titlist who once reached No. 52 before 18 months
of mandatory military service pulled him out of the game
entirely. Nagal follows against Hyeon Chung, ranked 549
now but once as high as 19, a man who beat Novak
Djokovic and Alexander Zverev on his way to an Austra-
lian Open semifinal in 2018, before injuries and his own
military service did the rest. Nagal knows something about
rebuilding a career interrupted; his own path back from
injury has been its own long haul toward a career-high
No. 68.Dhakshineswar has felt the difference a crowd
makes before. “Last time | was at home, and we had the
whole stadium behind us,” he said, “and it will be the
same for them in Korea. But we are hoping we are going
to get some fans, and that will definitely help us give us a
little bit more energy so we can push a little harder.”He
will need whatever energy the crowd can spare him. The
court, at least, has already made its intentions clear.India
vs South Korea, Davis Cup Qualifiers Round 2: Live on
DD Sports, Prasar Bharati Sports, Veto app and Waves
OTT, 10:30am onwards

27-point penalty for poor pitch: English
club gives Sourav Ganguly's biopic as reason

English county championship club Leicestershire has
accused Sourav Ganguly’s biopic of being one reason for
the poor pitch at Grace Road when the disciplinary panel
asked them for an explanation. However, the panel up-
held the Cricket Regulator’s verdict that the county, for
preparing a “poor pitch”, rejected the reason given and
gave a 27-point penalty.Leicestershire won their game
against Glamorgan between August 20 and 23. The club
was initially given a 19-point ban and was further docked
8 points and also fined A£5,000. Being in the danger of
relegation, Leicestershire can appeal the verdict in the
next 10 days.

“It's a used pitch this time around. We had two T20S
on it 10 weeks ago. There were a lot of circumstances
leading up to the game that were just out of my control,
such as the weather being 35 degrees,” Leicestershire
groundsman Callum Lewin said.“We also had an unsched-

uled Bollywood filming event four days before (the match
against Glamorgan), and | wasn’t allowed to work on the
pitch. | wasn’t allowed to cover it or anything,” Lewin
added.”




Ranga Reddy
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12-year-old Saira Banu dreamed of marrying
Dilip Kumar, 34: “‘Out of love, not duress

ol |

There was an era when it was believed that the wed-
ding of a female actor signalled her retirement from the
movies. One could call it the social custom of the times,
or, if they could be really blunt, they would call out the
orthodox nature of our patriarchal society. Keeping this
in mind, it is rather curious to see actor Saira Banu, and
not because she defied social customs and had a long,
fulfilling career that wasn’t dependent on her marital sta-
tus, but because she embraced her identity as ‘Dilip
Kumar's wife’, and was actually quite proud of the rela-
tionship that she nurtured with her husband. Saira dedi-
cated her life to being Dilip Kumar’s partner, and left no
stone unturned in supporting him, in sickness, health,
and even at a time when he married someone else be-
hind her back.

Saira fell in love when she met Dilip Kumar at the
age of 12, he was 34Saira made her debut in the movies
in 1961 with the superhit film Junglee. Even though she
was the daughter of a famous film actor, Naseem Banu,
being a star in the movies wasn’t her childhood dream.
During her innocent adolescent years, she had dreamed
of marrying the superstar Dilip Kumar, who was 22 years
older than her. This was a childish dream of a young girl
who hadn’t experienced the world. Even when she met
Dilip Kumar as a 12-year-old, on the set of Mughal-E-
Azam, the dream persisted and she actually believed
that she had fallen in love with him. “While still a teen-
ager, | wanted to be his wife,” she once told Subhash K
Jha in an interview.

Lo and behold, a decade later, she actually married
him. What made him marry a girl who was 22 years
younger than him is a discussion for another day, but
Saira had one goal, and for her, this was it. He was a
mature man who had been in and out of love a few times,
lived through fame and success, had experienced all the
luxuries money could buy, but she was a starry-eyed girl
who could never forget that they had first met when he
was dating his co-actor on K Asif's magnum opus.Such
was her fascination for him that even years after their
marriage, she saw him and her as characters of George
Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion. Him being the Professor, who

could mould her, and she being Eliza Doolittle, who could
go through this transformation. She told Filmfare in 2024,
“l always wanted to do it with Dilip saab and | wanted it to
be my first movie with him. | would have loved to have
played Eliza Doolittle to his Professor Henry Higgins.”
The first film they did together was the 1970 film, Gopi.

Saira accepted ‘hostile atmosphere’ at Dilip Kumar’s
homeSaira was 22 when she married 44-year-old Dilip,
and she was ready to make any sacrifices needed to
keep the marriage afloat. During those early years of
marriage, she put up with some “hostile atmosphere” at
his home that took a toll on her health. Dilip had warned
her that his sisters were used to the fact that they enjoyed
sole right on him, and would find it uncomfortable if he
married anyone. “l went on to tell her that it was inevitable
that ‘Main saatve aasmaan ki hoor bhi laaoonga, toh usey
accept nahin kar payegi meri family’ (Even if | bring a
celestial angel from the seventh heaven, my family will
not be able to accept her),” he said in his autobiography
Dilip Kumar: The Substance and the Shadow.

She faced “resentment” from his sisters and would
sometimes return to her parents’ home, which was across
the road, when she had to get ready for early morning
shoots. But through it all, she never complained to her
husband, even after she fell ill because of the “emotional
stress” that was being inflicted on her. A few years later,
Saira and Dilip lost a baby in the eighth month of preg-
nancy. Years later, when she was asked about not hav-
ing children, she said, “I don’t miss having a child be-
cause saab is like a child at heart.”

Saira accepted Dilip when he married another
woman secretlyln 1982, when Dilip got married to a
woman named Asma Rehman, it came as a huge shock
to Saira, and while she has never spoken about it herself,
Dilip shared his version of the story wherein he said that
he could never “forgive” himself for hurting Saira. De-
scribing it as a “grave mistake”, he admitted that he had
previously promised Saira’s family that he would never
marry again. But, despite it all, she chose to stand by
him.A few years later, Saira gave up her career, and she
said that she did it because she wanted to be present for
her husband. “Looking after saab, his life and his home
comes naturally to me. He never asked me to give up my
career. In fact, he encouraged me to continue acting after
marriage. But after a while, my heart was not in my ca-
reer. | just wanted to take care of saab,” she told Jha in an
earlier chat.

‘Out of love, not duress’Saira saw herself as the cho-
sen one, as in the same chat, she had said, “He could
have married anyone, any woman he wanted. He chose
me. | consider myself very fortunate.” She even believed
that one needed to have “some caliber” to be Dilip Kumar’'s
wife, and perhaps, she had it, which is why he chose
her.They were married for 55 years, and towards the end
of his life in 2021, she was still being asked questions
about being a devoted wife to a superstar husband.

Bobby Deol says he wants
to break away from villain roles

New Delhi: Actor Bobby Deol on Saturday said he
has been flooded with villainous roles but has been mak-
ing a conscious effort to break away from the image by
taking on diverse projects.Speaking on the sidelines of
the Jagran Film Festival here, Bobby said it is quite natu-
ral that when an actor becomes successful in any char-
acter, they get stereotyped afterwards.“If an actor becomes
successful in a particular kind of role, they keep getting
similar roles. That's what happens in the industry. And |
try really hard to break out of that. I've just done a film
called ‘Bandar’, which was very different,” the 57-year-
old actor told PTl.“Bandar”, which saw him play an age-
ing star who is accused of rape by his ex-girlfriend, was
directed by filmmaker Anurag Kashyap. The movie was
released in theatres in June and received positive re-
views from the critics.

Bobby’s other two projects of the year were “Alpha”,
starring Alia Bhatt and Sharvar, and “Jana Nayagan”, in
which he starred alongside Tamil Nadu CM C Joseph
Vijay. And in both the movies, the actor essayed the role
of the antagonist.The actor said whenever he gets the
role of a villain, he tries to play the character in a different
way.“Even within antagonist roles, there are different
kinds of antagonists, with different shades. So | enjoy
playing those,” he said.“I'm also going to do a few web
series that will be different,” he added.His next project is

the Prime Video series “Teen Kauwe”. The spy drama,
which is currently in production, will also star Sidhant
Gupta, Fatima Sana Shaikh and Pavail Gulati.Asked if
there was any genre he would be uncomfortable explor-
ing as an actor, Bobby said he doesn’t “understand over-
the-top comedy, slapstick comedy so much”.“l feel very
uncomfortable doing that. And those kinds of movies, they
have to be written really well. So that’s a big chance you
take when you do something like that,” the actor
added.The 2026 edition of the Jagran Film Festival will
come to an end on August

Tom Cruise says Taylor Swift
schooled him about football

Mumbai: Hollywood star Tom Cruise shared that pop
icon Taylor Swift “schooled” him on football when they

Fallon, the Hollywood star, who came to promote his up-
coming film “Digger”, spoke about the viral image of him
and Swift talking about football.

Fallon asked: “Now when the biggest movie star in
the world is sitting next to the biggest artist in the world,

they’re a beautiful couple, you know, and magical in their

own right.” “And everybody there in that booth, | haven’t :t.

been to a football game since pre-COVID, you know,
where | was working and everything. So to get to hang out
there and have that moment, it was a lot of fun. Oh, she
knows her stuff.”

—

patient,” Cruise said.He said: “But now she’s telling you

Fallon said that Swift told him that she di(jn’t know what's up and knowing the plays. She knows, she knows.
much about football.“She knew, she knew nothing about She’s just bringing it. She knows.Fallon said: “And then,

football when she met Travis. It was like her, it’s like, what and then outside of football, do you talk about music or
was it like playing against your brother, like tackling each movies?” Cruise added: “We talk about music and mov-
other? | think Travis, | told Travis, he was very patient. She ies and she’s funny. She’s just, she’s got such a great
said, you know, he’s so patient, kind of said, 'm sure he sense of humor. She is. A brilliant writer also, by the way.”

was. But now she’s- | think everybody should be very

TheWorldsInsdea Song: Why | rsnad
Kamil’ssongsremind usof home

There is an almost monastic simplicity to the spa-
cious, uncluttered room in Mumbai’s Lokhandwala where
54-year-old poet and lyricist Irshad Kamil spends his
days, and often nights, searching for words. Nearly noth-
ing in the space suggests that one of contemporary Hindi
cinema’s most prolific lyricists, whose songs were recently
heard in Main Vaapas Aaunga (2026), Dhurandhar
(2025), Amar Singh Chamkila (2024), Saiyaara (2025),
and whose earlier work includes some of Hindi cinema’s
most resonant and textured melodies in Rockstar (2011)
Tamasha (2015) and Jab We Met (2007), works
here.There is no imposing bookshelf here, not even for
Ghalib, Dushyant Kumar, Sahir Ludhianvi, Faiz, Uday
Prakash and Mohan Singh — poets Kamil keeps close
and returns to. No shelf crowded with awards, no gallery
of photographs with those from the film industry, just about
nothing to distract him. But for all its austerity, with only a
simple wooden desk, a Marshall speaker and an ordi-
nary pencil with a small eraser fixed on its back, the room
comes with one indulgence: a lush garden, a patch of
earth amid Mumbai’s concrete. It, perhaps, carries some-
thing of the landscape that Kamil grew up with in Punjab,
allowing for his instinct to remain rooted in the places,
people and cadences that have chiselled his writing over
the last three decades.

“Some of the phrases that find their way into my
songs are those that | have heard around me at various
junctures in my life. Many songs come from the visuals
one’s memory holds,” says Kamil. While he has written
for many composers and directors, his writing seems to
have found its fullest expression in his long-running col-
laboration with Imtiaz Ali. While it was earlier with Pritam,
for the last few years, he has worked more with AR
Rahman. Despite coming from very different geographies,
it is intriguing how Ali, Rahman and Kamil inhabit the
same emotional world. “There has been no better part-
nership of this sort in contemporary Hindi cinema. Irshad’s
metaphors from his Punjabi viraasat are unique,” says
filmmaker, lyricist and stand-up comedian Varun Grover.

The raw angst in Sadda Haq (Rockstar, 2011), for
instance, drew from Punjab’s kisaan aandolans of the
’80s, when the rallying cry ‘Sadda hagq, aithe rakh’ ap-
peared on walls and Kamil saw it his way to school. The
protest anthem was also heard during the recent Jantar
Mantar protests, acquiring resonance among Gen Z. A
wedding song in Love Aaj Kal (2009) came from a grand-
mother in his working-class neighbourhood in Malerkotla,
where ‘jhai’, as everyone called her, was the superstar of
sangeet nights, singing titillating lyrics. Kamil drew on
her for Thoda thoda pyar. If for Amar Singh Chamkila, he
returned to his youth in the insurgency-ridden Punjab of
the ’80s, Kamil’'s more recent work includes top-tier writ-
ing for Ali’'s Main Vaapas Aaunga, rooted in the Partition
stories he grew up knowing through family and what he
heard and read as the collective grief of the region.

What makes the Kamil-Rahman-Ali partnership wor

Probably what has allowed the Kamil-Rahman-Ali
collaboration to run smoothly is that the trio does not have
to deal with the tyranny of numbers or compulsion to chase
a hit song, despite an industry increasingly governed by
streams and reels. “Besides a mutual respect for each
other’s craft, there is also never any pressure to deliver a
hit. Kaam karne mein maza aana chahiye. Ab uss kaam
se maza lene ki khwahish mein kuch cheezein aisi ho
jaati hain jo routine se alagh hoti hain. Perhaps that free-
dom is the secret,” says Kamil.In the Partition saga, Kamil's
Ishq Mastana draws from Kabir's famed line Haman hai
ishq mastana. He chose it for the love story of a Sikh boy
and a Muslim girl, not only because the 15th-century poet-
saint straddled both Hindu and Muslim worlds without
belonging to either but also because of Kabir's direct-
ness. “If | had used a line by another poet, it probably
wouldn’t have landed the same way. Also, the ease in it,
aaj ki zubaan lagti hai and still has history in it gentle
quiet love song, it is the last piece Kamil wrote for the film.
The pain of two lovers separated by a newly drawn bor-
der, comes through; the language stays conversational,
a hallmark of Kamil's writing. Jaise paani paas pyaase
tere paas main / Jaise dil ke hain dilaase, tere paas main,
writes Kamil. “This song was my last attempt to sum up
the film. By that time, | believe | had understood their pain
well.”

Its tenderness and Rahman’s simple, intimate
melody have allowed the song to linger. In the social-
media universe, seldom has a song found a life beyond a
couple of weeks like this. “It is always more challenging
to work with a great composition and much harder to fulfil
it. Takkar ke lafz aane chahiye. Chaliye lafz bhi aa gaye,
usi takkar ke emotional lafz aane chahiye...” says
Kamil.Grover once heard Issagbaazi by Kamil in the flop
that was Zero (2018), and was confused with the line: Re
sahiba padhaku thi, Mirza tha tain, Tabhi toh wo English
thi, desi hoon main. Kamil told him it was a historical fact
in the folk tragedy, Sahiba and Mirza. “l| was amazed how
something from history was so deftly transported in an
item song,” says Grover. “Irshad, for me, is immensely
inspiring... That clarity has existed in my mind since
Rockstar and Highway. Sooha saaha amma ka... how
can anyone come up with that imagery, | wonder. It is
brilliant,” says Grover.Malerkotla, where it all beganTo
understand Kamil, one has to begin with Malerkotla, the
town in Punjab’s Malwa region where he was born and

raised. Malerkotla carries a distinctive history. Its Muslim
rulers had a long association with the Sikh community,
famously through Nawab Sher Mohammad Khan’s pro-
test against the sentence handed to Guru Gobind Singh’s
two sons by the ruler of Sirhind. Khan argued that execut-
ing children was unjust. The boys were executed never-
theless, but the Sikh community held the Nawab’s inter-
vention in high regard. It became a story of solidarity that
tied the two communities beyond their common language.
To date, many Muslims frequent local gurdwaras, while
community iftar meals are common during
Ramzaan.When Partition tore through Punjab in 1947,
Malerkotla remained relatively calm. Its Muslim popula-
tion largely decided to not leave. Kamil’s family, too, stayed
back. It is this little town that Kamil identifies as home, this
secular space that he absorbed before he could even
think of it as an influence. “Koi khushi hamesha padi rehti
hai vahan mitti mein dabi huyi (Some happiness always
lies there, buried beneath the earth),” Kamil wrote of
Malerkotla in his book Kaali Aurat Ka Khwaab (Vani
Prakashan), which traces the stories behind his songs
and the journey that led him to the ‘Black Lady’, his first
Filmfare Award in 2010.He remains deeply connected to
those streets, his friends, family, neighbours. “We have
some farmland there. | work there when | go. Apni jaddon
ki taraf jab aap vaapis ho jaate hain, shayad thode se aur
hare ho jaate hain, thode aur zinda ho jaate hain (When
you return to your roots, perhaps you become a little
greener, a little more alive). It is also a great leveller. | am
still that same boy for them, not a film lyricist,” says
Kamil.Irshad Kamil during his college days Irshad Kamil
during his college days

The youngest of seven siblings, Kamil grew up in a
modest home in a neighbourhood largely inhabited by
masons, carpenters and painters. His father worked in
the chemistry department at the local government col-
lege and his plan for his children was clear: an educa-
tion, followed by a job and then raising a family. While
poetry was appreciated, it was never a career option.Kamil
studied at Sanatan Dharam Prem Pracharak High School,
an all-boys school, that introduced him to theatre. After
his Class 10 exams, he one day heard a ghazal
programme titled Aabshaar on All India Radio’s Urdu
service and was drawn by the world it opened up. “l was
captivated by the way two lines could hold something so
much larger within them,” says Kamil.

From love letters to film lyricsHis experiments with
writing, however, were steeped in the ordinary anxieties
of first love. Boys from the boys’ school went to co-ed
college, met girls and “began falling in love”. Kamil be-
gan writing love letters for them, finding phrases that oth-
ers were struggling to articulate.While Kamil was enrolled
as a science student “because my parents wanted me to
be an engineer”, he found little affinity with the subjects.
After failing to clear his Maths and Physics exams, he
went to Shimla with his friends for a jaunt with Rs 500
before preparing for supplementary exams. He couldn’t
tell his parents, so he decided not to return. The eight
months there became his training ground. He joined
Himachal Theatre and did a few plays, including Tagore’s
Kabuliwala. He came back on the condition that he would
study Hindi literature. He also began writing poetry for
the college magazine — a start to his original writing.

Around this time, Kamil, who was born Mohammad
Irshad, decided to course-correct another issue. Even
though it is central to poetic customs, Kamil disliked his
given name. “l thought a name needed to carry some
weight, like Amitabh Bachchan,” he says. His mother and
he scoured a dictionary and zeroed in on Kamil (mean-
ing complete). “It fit better,” he says.After a Master’s in
Hindi followed by a diploma in journalism, Kamil did a
PhD in contemporary Hindi poetry from Punjab Univer-
sity in Chandigarh. “Its open atmosphere was a period of
mental adjustment,” says Kamil. Since being a poet was
not going to pay much and he did not want to teach,
Kamil worked as a journalist, initially for The Tribune and
then for Loksatta. One of his assignments was to inter-
view director Lekh Tandon, who was shooting the show
Daraar in the city. Tandon wanted a local writer as he
was tired of waiting for the screenplay to reach him via
courier from Mumbai. He turned to Kamal Tiwari, Chair-
man of Chandigarh Sangeet Natak Akademi, who rec-
ommended Kamil on the phone while he sat with Tandon
in his hotel room for his interview. “Tandon saab turned
to me and said, ‘Kaka, tera na ki hai? (Child, what is your
name?) He got back to the phone and said, ‘He is sitting
right here’,” recalls Kamil. He subsequently worked ex-
tensively on Tandon’s screenplays and found much ap-
preciation.

But as weekly, well-made shows turned into daily
soaps, with quality dwindling and writers’ credits lost,
Kamil lost interest. He began writing Punjabi songs for
friends and left his job, deciding to move to Mumbai with
Rs 9,000. “Institutions will not teach you life. Only life will
teach you life,” says Kamil, who returned soon after as he
couldn’t take to Mumbai.lt wasn’t very long before Kamil
collected some more courage and money and returned
to Mumbai. The money got over again and so did the
courage. With the last Rs 500, one could either return
home or use it for food. Kamil returned home again. “These
things are important. You don’t value it if you haven’t
endured enough for it. Stories of struggle are not just
stories. It is not about someone being hungry in Bombay.
Dimaag mein kya chala hoga, haunsla kaise toota hoga?
Kya usne apne hunar pe shaq kiya hoga? The way that
inner turmoil can change a person, it cannot be expressed
in words,” says Kamil. He called a few composers and
felt insulted when they would either not meet or were
unavailable. One of his friends asked him to call com-
poser Sandesh Shandilya, who agreed to meet and was
impressed by Kamil’s recitation.Around the same time,
Ali was looking for a writer for his debut, Socha Na Tha
(2005). Shandilya recommended Kamil. This would be-
come a significant creative partnership. Kamil’'s words
found an easy kinship with Ali's world of love, longing
and the search for oneself. He finally won the Filmfare for
Ajj din chadheya (Love Aaj Kal, 2009) and Nadaan
parindey (Rockstar, 2011). He has never won a National
Award. However, the first song one heard from Kamil
was Bhaage re man (Chameli, 2003), which put him on
the music map of Hindi films.What has also really worked
in Kamil’s writing is a unique mix of Urdu, Hindi and often
Punjabi. His command over all three has resulted in an
authentic blend. Patakha guddi, Nagada nagada, Ajj din
chadheya are a few examples. “l disliked the use of bad
Punjabi in Hindi songs that often meant nothing. | wanted
respectful use of literary Punjabi. | also wanted to exalt
the idea of love in songs,” says Kamil.
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