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Land acquired, CM seeks name
suggestions for Warangal airport

From Our staff Reporter
Hyderabad, Sept 19

With the work on Mamnoor Airport in Warangal on track, Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy on Saturday, September 19, sought sug-
gestions for its name.

Taking to X, Revanth Reddy said the project had moved closer
to reality after the completion of land acquisition and its handover to
the Airports Authority of India (AAI).

He said the state government allocated Rs 295 crore for land
acquisition for the airport, describing the handing over of the land to

the AAI as a major step towards fulfilling the long-pending demand for an
airport in Warangal.

Expressing hope to one day fly from there, the Chief Minister said the
proposed airport would serve as a gateway for industry, tourism, educa-
tion, employment and investment in the Warangal region.

Patting himself on the back for this progress, the CM did not miss the
opportunity to point out how “the BRS was in power for 10 years and still
failed to make Warangal’s long-pending airport dream a reality, while its
leaders remained focused on family interests and luxury farmhouses.”

Telangana ready to help reach
Viksit Bharat goal, says Dy CM

From Our staff Reporter
New Delhi, Sept 19

 Telangana is ready to play a key role in achieving
the Viksit Bharat-2047 goal, Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka said on Satur-
day, September 19.

He was addressing the conference on ‘Mobilising
Financial Resources for India’s Journey Towards Viksit
Bharat’ in New Delhi, led by Union Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

Chief Ministers and Finance Ministers of various
states, senior officials of the Union and state finance de-
partments, and economic experts participated in the con-
ference. From Telangana, the Deputy Chief Minister was
accompanied by Dr. Gaurav Uppal, Secretary, Finance
and Planning Department.

He said that the goal of building Viksit Bharat cannot
be achieved by the Centre or the states independently.
Telangana was participating in the discussion not merely
to seek funds, but with a clear development plan, a de-
fined strategy for mobilising financial resources, and a
long-term vision, he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister said Telangana was ready
for the next phase of growth with strong economic foun-
dations. He stated that the state’s Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) reached Rs 17.82 lakh crore in 2025–
26, registering 10.7 per cent growth at current prices. At
constant prices, real GSDP growth was estimated at 8.5
per cent.

At the current growth trajectory, Telangana’s
economy is estimated to reach USD 1.21 trillion by 2047,
he said. However, the state government has set a much
more ambitious target of transforming Telangana into a
USD 3 trillion economy by 2047.

For that, Telangana needs to change the way infra-
structure is financed, Bhatti Vikramarka said. He stressed
the need to gradually move away from excessive depen-
dence on government borrowing to finance roads, bridges

and other infrastructure.
Development should not be confined to a single city,

said the Deputy Chief Minister. With this objective,
Telangana has developed a distinctive development
model based on three interconnected economic regions
— CURE, PURE and RARE.

The CURE (Core Urban Region), centred around
Greater Hyderabad, is being developed as a hub for high-
end services, artificial intelligence, global capability cen-
tres, fintech, life sciences and knowledge-based indus-
tries, he said.

The PURE (Peri-Urban Region) along major trans-
portation corridors will be developed as a hub for indus-
trial and manufacturing activities, he said.

Through RARE (Rural Agricultural and Resource
Economy), the state aims to provide a new impetus to the
rural economy. Digital technology in agriculture, expan-
sion of food-processing clusters and development of cold-
chain infrastructure will connect rural producers with do-
mestic and international markets that offer higher-value
opportunities, he said.

LPG consumers must complete Aadhaar
authentication for subsidy from October 1
  New Delhi, Sept 19
 Domestic LPG consumers will have to complete

biometric Aadhaar authentication to book refills at the
regulated retail selling price with applicable subsidy
from October 1, the government said on Saturday, as
it seeks to ensure subsidised cooking gas reaches
only eligible households.

Consumers who have already completed the
authentication will not need to take any further action.
As of September 19, 27.43 crore active domestic LPG
consumers, or 89.9 per cent of the total, had com-
pleted biometric Aadhaar authentication, according to
the Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry.

For those yet to complete the process, subsidised
refill booking will be enabled once authentication is
completed, the ministry said in a statement.Stream
History Documentaries

The government said the measure is aimed at
preventing diversion of subsidised domestic cylinders
for commercial and industrial use, as well as eliminat-
ing duplicate and ineligible connections.

Consumers can complete the authentication
during LPG delivery, at their distributor’s showroom
or through the mobile applications of the three state-
owned oil marketing companies – IndianOil ONE for
Indane, HelloBPCL for Bharatgas and HP PAY for HP
Gas.

Those unwilling or unable to complete biometric
authentication will still be able to receive LPG, but at
the applicable market price without subsidy.

Such consumers will have to register their choice
through the OMCs’ digital channels, including
websites, mobile apps, WhatsApp chatbots and IVRS.
They can receive 5-kg or 10-kg cylinders, subject to
local availability, it said.

The government had initially asked consumers
to complete biometric Aadhaar authentication by June
30, but subsequently extended the deadline several

times to July 31, August 7, August 15, August 23,
August 31, September 7 and finally September 14.

The nationwide authentication drive has been
underway since October 2023, with oil marketing com-
panies sending more than 12 crore SMS and
WhatsApp messages and conducting outreach through
distributors, delivery personnel, special camps, IVRS
prompts and other channels.

The latest move comes against the backdrop of
the government’s substantial fiscal support for keep-
ing domestic LPG affordable. The implicit subsidy for
a 14.2-kg cylinder was around Rs 210 in September
2026, compared to Rs 721 in June, according to the
ministry.

The government paid public-sector oil market-
ing companies Rs 22,000 crore in compensation for
domestic LPG under-recoveries in 2022-23 and is
paying Rs 30,000 crore in each of 2025-26 and 2026-
27, the ministry said.Despite this support, accumu-
lated under-recoveries on domestic LPG at state-
owned OMCs exceeded Rs 62,000 crore as of Au-
gust 31, 2026.The authentication requirement effec-
tively creates a distinction between subsidised LPG
and market-priced LPG from October 1. For eligible
households, completing BAA before booking the next
refill will be important to avoid losing

Danam Nagender seeks SC stay on
Telangana HC disqualification order

From Our staff Reporter
Hyderabad, Sept 19

Khairtabad MLA Danam Nagender has report-
edly approached the Supreme Court seeking a stay
on the Telangana High Court order disqualifying him
from the Assembly. The High Court had declared his
disqualification effective from April 23, 2024Legisla-
tive Branch

Hyderabad: Khairtabad MLA Danam Nagender
on Saturday reportedly filed a Special Leave Petition
(SLP) in the Supreme Court, seeking a stay on the
Telangana High Court judgment delivered on Friday
disqualifying him from the Assembly. He urged the
apex court to grant him time to appeal against the
High Court judgment. He also sought a stay on the
High Court order declaring the Khairtabad Assembly
constituency vacant, according to reports.Geographic
Reference

However, BRS MLA from Huzurabad Padi

Kaushik Reddy and BJP Floor Leader Aleti Maheswar
Reddy are learnt to have already filed caveat peti-
tions in connection with the Khairtabad MLA case.
They had earlier approached the High Court over
Danam Nagender filing his nomination as the Con-
gress candidate from Secunderabad in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections while continuing as the BRS MLA
from Khairtabad.

After hearing the arguments, the High Court de-
clared that his disqualification would take effect from
April 23, 2024. It directed that copies of the order be
sent to the Election Commission of India and the
Telangana Speaker’s office.City & Local Guides

Interestingly, after the High Court judgment on
Friday, Danam Nagender had said he had not consid-
ered approaching the Supreme Court. The MLA had
also categorically said he welcomed the High Court
judgment. The High Court had rejected an appeal by
Danam Nagender’s counsel seeking time to approach
the apex court against the judgment.

Trump renews $100,000 H-1B fee,
orders scrutiny of layoffs

Washington: President Donald Trump has re-
newed a $100,000 fee for certain H-1B visa applica-
tions and ordered closer scrutiny of employers that
lay off American workers, according to a White House
fact sheet and an executive order.

The measures combine the fee renewal with new
checks on sponsoring employers’ employment prac-
tices. Agencies must consider recent and planned lay-
offs when assessing applications under the skilled-
worker visa programme.

The executive order directs the secretaries of
state, labour and homeland security to consider
whether employers directly or indirectly carried out
layoffs during the previous year, or plan future cuts
affecting similarly situated US workers.

That requirement covers labour condition appli-
cations, petitions, visas and entry into the United
States. The order does not prescribe automatic rejec-
tion solely because an employer has announced lay-
offs.

“I have determined that continued efforts must
be made to protect and prioritize the American
workforce,” Trump said in the order.Stream History
Documentaries

The White House said a separate proclamation
renewed the $100,000 fee requirement first imposed
on September 19, 2025. Its fact sheet described the
charge as applying to certain H-1B applications. It did
not specify the renewal’s duration or detail exemp-

tions.
The order also sets a 30-day deadline for the

labour secretary, acting through the Wage and Hour
Division, to begin reviewing data from previously sub-
mitted labour condition applications. The review will
determine whether further action against sponsoring
employers is warranted.

Those checks will be supported by wider coordi-
nation across federal agencies.

The departments of state, labour and homeland
security must consult the commerce and education
departments and the Small Business Administration
when processing H-1B cases. Those agencies will
supply relevant wage, employment, academic, indus-
trial and other economic information to help assess
compliance with statutory requirements.

The administration presented the measures as
a response to alleged displacement of American work-
ers and misuse of the programme by some employ-
ers and outsourcing firms.

The order alleged that technology employers had
collectively sought H-1B visas for hundreds of thou-
sands of workers while laying off between 800,000
and 1.3 million American employees from 2022 through
2026It also alleged that some employers misrepre-
sented job duties, working conditions or applicants’
qualifications. Neither the order nor the fact sheet in-
cluded responses from employers or outsourcing firms
to those allegations.
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Punjab has money for DA arrears,
 employees say. Do the numbers back them up?

Woman biker slams claims of driver
who rammed her in Gurugram

 Citing a sharp rise in Punjab’s tax revenues over
the past four years, employees’ unions say the state can
afford to clear the roughly Rs 14,200 crore in pending
Dearness Allowance (DA) and related arrears sooner
than later.Punjab’s own revenue numbers form the
centrepiece of their argument. Tax revenue has risen from
about Rs 37,300 crore in 2021-22 to Rs 57,900 crore in
2024-25, according to figures cited by the unions.

Citing the Comptroller and Auditor General report,
they point to a similar increase across major revenue
heads. Excise collections, which averaged about Rs 4,406
crore in 2016-17 under the SAD-BJP government and
Rs 6,158 crore under the Congress government in 2021-
22, are expected to touch Rs 12,800 crore under the cur-
rent government this financial year. GST inflows have
nearly doubled on an annual average basis, from Rs
15,541 crore in 2021-22 to about Rs 32,000 crore this
year.Stamp duty collections of about Rs 19,500 crore in
the four years till January this year have already exceeded
the collections under either of the previous two five-year
governments over their full terms, the unions claim.Early
figures for the current financial year, they say, point in the
same direction. Revenue receipts during April-July 2026
reached 29.08 per cent of the annual target, compared
with 27.44 per cent during the corresponding period a
year earlier. Non-tax revenue nearly doubled over the
same period, while both the revenue and fiscal deficits
were accumulating at a slower pace than last year.

Employees and some economists say the trend in-
dicates that the state has greater fiscal room than the
government is willing to acknowledge.That is only part of
the unions’ argument. Employee leaders say the
government’s case for staggered payments rests on what
they allege is a misleading assessment of the state’s
finances.The calculations were manipulated,” alleged
Vikram Dev Singh, president of the Democratic Teachers
Front and a state leader of the Joint Coordination Com-
mittee of the Democratic Employees Federation.Vikram
Dev pointed to a sealed report submitted by the govern-
ment to the Punjab and Haryana High Court when the
DA dispute first arose, which, he said, claimed that Punjab
was spending a higher proportion of its income on sala-
ries and pensions than other states.He alleged that the

calculation was skewed. According to him, the share of
state income going towards salaries has actually fallen
from 104 per cent to 70 per cent over the past five to six
years if central grants, Punjab’s share of GST and loans
are counted as income.Vikram Dev also argued that DA
should not be clubbed with the broader salary bill.
Punjab’s per capita income, he noted, is over Rs 2 lakh,
a factor that the state’s Pay Commission is required to
consider while reviewing pay scales every 10 years. DA,
however, is an inflation-linked allowance that is decided
separately from Pay Commission awards.“You cannot
connect DA with salaries. These are two different things,”
Vikram Dev said.Germanjeet Singh, state president of
the Democratic Employees Federation (DEF / DMF /
Democratic Mulazam Federation), also disputed the
government’s estimate of the DA arrears.

He said the Rs 14,191 crore figure cited by the gov-
ernment was inflated. According to the union’s calcula-
tions, Sixth Pay Commission dues for 66 months from
January 2016 to June 2021 amount to about Rs 12,600
crore, comprising roughly Rs 7,200 crore in pensioners’
arrears and Rs 5,400 crore owed to employees.He
pointed out that the government’s own letters in April had
proposed clearing the dues over 36 instalments, amount-
ing to about Rs 4,200 crore a year. This, he said, was
within the state’s means given the improvement in rev-
enue collections.Germanjeet Singh also disputed the
government’s claim that 51 per cent of its earnings go
towards employee costs, saying that the bill included MLA
salaries and the pensions of bureaucrats, making the
liability appear larger and the room for paying DA
smaller.Finance Minister Harpal Cheema does not dis-
pute that collections have improved but said the govern-
ment did not create the liability. “We inherited it… and we
have already paid over Rs 6,000 crore to employees,”
Cheema said.In early September, the government paid
60 per cent DA to 85,000 employees recruited after July
2022, saying they had been receiving lower salaries.The
government maintains that higher revenue does not au-
tomatically translate into spare cash. The state still has to
meet salaries, pensions, interest payments and debt-ser-
vicing obligations, while its revenue and fiscal deficits,
although declining, remain substantial.It has challenged
in the Supreme Court a High Court direction to pay the
full remaining amount within about two weeks, arguing
that such a payment would be impractical under treasury
rules and could disrupt other essential
expenditure.Economists too don’t support the unions’
reading of the revenue numbers.Economist R S Ghuman,
a former member of the Sixth Punjab Finance Commis-
sion, said the improvement in collections should not be
mistaken for financial health. Punjab remains deficit-rid-
den and heavily indebted, while low investment contin-
ues to constrain its economy, he said.The increase in
revenue receipts during the first four months of the finan-
cial year does not materially alter that picture, Ghuman
said.

 The incident occurred on September 13 and was
captured on video when the woman and a few of her
biker friends went out for a ‘Sunday ride’. Sia was riding
her Aprilia RS 457 sports bike.The videos released by
Sia and two of her rider friends showed Bainsla, driving a
car bearing a Haryana number plate, tailing the group
before allegedly cutting sharply into Sia’s lane and col-
liding with her bike. While Sia posted a point-of-view video
from her bike, Abhishek  Sharma, another biker captured
the entire incident from his helmet camera.In both vid-
eos, Bainsla can be seen changing lanes at high speed
and hitting Sia.After the videos of the incident went viral,
the Gurgaon Police registered a suo motu case against
Bainsla. But no action has been taken against him yet.

What is the allegation against Bainsla?
According to Sia and her friends, Bainsla had delib-

erately changed lanes and hit her as she refused to pull
over when he asked her to. They alleged that Bainsla
was repeatedly calling out to her and asking her to pull
over. However, fearing for her safety, Sia kept riding and
did not stop.“The guy hit her intentionally… He asked her
to stop but she didn’t for her safety, So he hit and run her
so badly,” Sharma said.Another biker who tried to stop
Bainsla posted his POV video where he can be seen
chasing the car and asking Bainsla to stop and pull over
at a red light. However, Bainsla speeds away.

What Kalyan Bainsla is saying in his defence?
Bainsla, however, claims that the crash was com-

pletely unintentional. In an interview with TV channel Aaj
Tak, he alleged that the bikers’ group were constantly
slowing and speeding up in front of his car. They even
“pinched” or cut him off when he tried to move ahead, he
alleged.“I didn’t even know it was a woman. There were
20-22 of them. Why are you showing just two persons in
your video? Why not show everyone? Take the name of
your friend that you are mentioning,” he said.He further
said: “I am sad for the girl [over the crash].”

What does the woman rider have to say?

Sia posted a video on her Instagram profile respond-
ing to comments made by Bainsla during his interview.
Sia said it was clearly visible in the video she had posted
who was “pinching” whom. She also questioned how her
slowing down or speeding up affected him and said it did
not give him any reason to chase her.Later in the video,
Sia addressed Bainsla’s claim that he could not identify
that she was a woman. She said it was “not possible” that
he could not identify her as she had long hair, which she
had tied in a ponytail during the ride. She said Bainsla
saw her and made a hand gesture asking her to
stop.Responding to Bainsla’s accusation that she had
not posted “all the videos” and that there were 20-22
videos of the incident, Sia said, “For a hit-and-run case
are the 2 videos not enough?” She also questioned his
claim that he “felt bad” for her, saying, “Why didn’t you
stop and check on me?” Sia added that a difference of
just a few seconds could have resulted in serious inju-
ries, possibly a fracture or even death.

She said: “If we were indeed pinching his car, why
did he chase me the entire stretch?”She further said: “It is
shameful for such people who say ‘it is affecting my fam-
ily’. I don’t think these kind of people think for second that
they also have sister, who is a woman and they also feel
unsafe on Delhi and Gurgaon roads.”

Delhi gym owner shot dead: Gangster
Himanshu Bhau claims responsibility

A day after 28-year-old gym owner Vijay Kumar
Lohia was shot dead in South Delhi’s Aya Nagar, the
Delhi Police claimed to have identified the shooters, one
of whom is reportedly a resident of the same
locality.Sources said foreign-based gangster Himanshu
Bhau has also claimed responsibility for the shooting in a
purported social media post circulated late Monday night.
Bhau is suspected to be hiding in the US. Police are
verifying the authenticity of the post.Sources said police
are examining CCTV footage to trace the black Apache
motorcycle on which two of the shooters fled towards
Faridabad. One of them was seen wearing a cap and
carrying a backpack.According to the police, the
motorcycle’s registration number was found to be fake,
while the weapons used in the shooting are suspected to
be foreign-made pistols, which may have been supplied
by the Bhau gang.Third murder in two yearsPolice inves-
tigation so far has revealed that this is the third murder in
Aya Nagar village stemming from a feud over a financial
dispute between two families living within a radius of one

kilometre.
Vijay was shot dead outside his gym on Monday

morning. He sustained more than 10 bullet injuries. In
November last year, his uncle, Ratan Lohia, was also
shot dead in a similar manner.Following Ratan’s murder,
police arrested the shooters as well as the alleged ex-
ecutor, who were reportedly members of the gangs of
Western Uttar Pradesh gangster Randeep Bhati and for-
eign-based gangsters Neeraj Faridpuria and Bhau.Police
said the family feud began in May 2024 with the murder
of Arun Bidhuri, who was allegedly killed by Ratan’s son
Deepak and Vijay’s elder brother Ajay. Deepak and Ajay,
along with one Yogesh, are currently in jail in connection
with Arun’s murder.The shooters allegedly hired to kill
Ratan were arranged by Kamal, Arun’s uncle, who has a
criminal record. He was arrested following Ratan’s
murder.Police said following Ratan’s murder, both fami-
lies held several meetings to resolve the issue amicably.
Members of the local village panchayat also intervened,
but efforts failed.Sources said during a recent court hear-
ing related to Arun’s murder, Ajay allegedly told the other
party that they would “face the consequences” in the com-
ing days. Police suspect this may have been one of the
triggers behind his brother’s killing.Investigators believe
the murder may have been planned several days in ad-
vance. Police suspect that the shooters had conducted a
recce of the area and monitored Vijay’s movements, as
he would visit his gym every morning.Police may seek to
question Kamal, who is lodged in Tihar Jail, as well as
other family members of Arun, in connection with Vijay’s
murder.On Tuesday, Vijay’s family members and other
local residents said they would hold a protest against the
killing and seek justice for him.His wife, Ritu, said

India’s gem and jewellery exports continued
positive momentum in August: Council

Studded gold jewellery exports rose 51.22% to
$642.85 million in August, while overall gem and jewellery
exports grew 3.14% to $2.30 billion.Studded gold
jewellery exports rose 51.22% to $642.85 million in Au-
gust, while overall gem and jewellery exports grew 3.14%
to $2.30 billion. (File photo/Canva)Value addition drove
up exports of studded gold jewellery by 51.22 per cent
(%) to $642.85 million in August, while gross gem and
jewellery exports increased by 3.14% to $2.30 billion in
the same month.Data provided by the Gem and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council (GJEPC) on Monday shows
that cut and polished diamond exports, in volume terms,
rose by 3.23%, from 12.94 lakh carats in August 2025 to
13.36 lakh carats in August 2026, “indicating early signs
of renewed demand and positive momentum in the glo-
bal diamond market.”

According to the statistical data, the overall gross
export of cut and polished diamonds in July 2026 was at
$876.40 million (Rs 8,397.82 crore), and it shows a de-
cline of (-) 18.23% as compared to $1,071.73 million (Rs
9,230.69 crore) for the same period a year ago.Similarly,
total gross export of gold jewellery (plain and studded)
was at $1,040.87 million (Rs 9,972.09 crore) in July 2026
and has shown a growth of (+) 8.73% (+21.03% in Rs
term) as compared to $957.31 million (Rs 8,239.51 crore)
for the same period in the previous year.The GJEPC, in
its statement on Monday, that India’s gem and jewellery
exports continued “positive momentum” in August 2026,
with gross exports increasing 3.14% in US dollar terms
and 12.52% in rupee terms year-on-year to $2.30 billion
(Rs 21,945.87 crore), compared to $2.23 billion (Rs
19,503.52 crore) in August last year.Sources in the
GJEPC said that a notable trend during the month was

the strong performance of value-added jewellery exports.
While cut and polished diamond exports remained un-
der pressure in value terms, the volume of cut and pol-
ished diamonds exported increased from 12.94 lakh car-
ats in August 2025 to 13.36 lakh carats in August 2026.
At the same time, studded gold jewellery exports surged
51.22% in US dollar terms, indicating growing demand
for finished and value-added jewellery from international
markets, the sources said.This shift towards value addi-
tion is significant for India’s gem and jewellery ecosys-
tem, as more diamonds are being incorporated into fin-
ished jewellery within the country, creating greater value
across the manufacturing chain and supporting employ-
ment and economic activity.GJEPC chairman Kirit
Bhansali said, “August’s export performance reflects the
resilience and adaptability of India’s gem and jewellery
industry. The increase in diamond export volumes, along
with the sharp growth in studded gold jewellery exports,
highlights India’s growing ability to create greater value
by transforming precious materials into finished jewellery.”

As victim’s husband posts tearful appeal for
‘justice’ online, police identify motorcycle rider
Two days after footage of a speeding motorbike run-

ning into a two-wheeler, killing the rider – a newly-mar-
ried woman – surfaced on social media, the Ahmedabad
Rural Police identified the accused rider, who allegedly
escaped after leaving the bike on the spot that Friday
night. Even as police look for the accused, Sunil Parmar,
booked for causing death by negligence, the husband
has posted a tearful video seeking justice for his
wife.Surveillance camera footage shows Nishi Darji, 28,
and her husband Hardik on two two-wheelers taking a
turn on the DPS Canal Road in Bopal area of the city,
when a speeding motorbike comes from the opposite
side and rams Nishi’s two-wheeler within seconds.

Hardik Darji, a garba tutor, was returning from
classes and the couple met at the Pakwan crossroads
near Bodakdev late Friday. Nishi was returning from her
parent’s home and they were in separate vehicles, says
the FIR registered at the Bopal police station, on the ba-
sis of Hardik Darji’s complaint.“At DPS School Canal

Road, a motorbike from the Shilaj side, at a high speed,
hit Nishi’s vehicle. She fell on the road and suffered inju-
ries to her right hand and leg. She was also bleeding
from her nose and head. He (the motorcycle rider) took
her to a private hospital but she was declared dead at
12:50 am on Saturday (September 12),” said the FIR.
The couple had been married for around two months.On
Monday,  Darji, in a tearful appeal on social media, is
heard saying, “I have just this to say… That the accused
be caught and given the most stringent punishment so
that my wife gets justice.”Inspector N S Chauhan of Bopal
police station confirmed to The Indian Express that the
suspect driving the Rajasthan-registered bike had been
identified by two people, one was the owner of the bike in
question and, the other, who was riding pillion on the
same vehicle on the day of the incident, who also suf-
fered injuries in the accident.Inspector Chauhan said,
“We have identified the accused as one Sunil Parmar
and have formed teams to locate and apprehend him.

‘Shrine belongs to Dawoodi Bohras’: Old
records settle Patan shrine dispute in Gujarat HC

A century-old paper trail and an ancient inscription
have helped settle a decades-long fight over a shrine in
Patan, with the Gujarat High Court on Monday upholding
the finding that the Anavada shrine is associated with
Maulana Yaqub and the Dawoodi Bohra community, and
rejecting the Faruqui family’s claim that it was a Sunni-
Hanafi-Barelvi shrine.In a 137-page judgment on Mon-
day, Justice J C Doshi dismissed a first appeal filed by
Kutubuddin Fakruddin Faruqui and others against the
Gujarat Waqf Board and other respondents, finding no
reason to interfere with the Waqf Tribunal’s February 9,
2026 order, which had upheld the Waqf Board’s April 24,
2025, resolution identifying the shrine as “Maulana Yaqub
Saheb Dargah and Dawoodi Bohra Kabrastan” instead
of “Maulana Mehboob Dargah, Masjid and Kabrastan”.

The case is linked to the ownership of a piece of
land with Survey No.935 at Anavada village, measuring
about one acre and 21 gunthas. The Faruqui family
claimed that the shrine was the burial place of Hazrat
Maulana Mehboob, who they said died there in 1377 AD,
and that members of their family had managed it for gen-
erations as “Mujawars” (caretakers of the shrine). The
respondents, including members of the Dawoodi Bohra
community, maintained that it was the shrine of Maulana
Yaqub, a saint revered by the community.

What the court saidThe High Court found the docu-
mentary record for the land from 1916-17 onwards de-
scribing the site as “Maulana Yaqub Saheb Dargah
Dawoodi Bohra Kabrastan Pir Ni Jago”. The records sub-
sequently used the description “Malansha Pir Ni Jago”,
but the court noted that the name “Maulana Mehboob
Dargah” was conspicuously absent from the relevant rev-
enue material.The court also rejected Faruquis’ allega-
tion that the revenue records had been “interpolated”.
The judgment notes that an earlier criminal inquiry into
the alleged manipulation had been dismissed by the Ju-
dicial Magistrate, Patan, in March 2022 and that the Ses-
sions Court had dismissed a revision against that deci-
sion in May 2025. The latter order had not been chal-
lenged before the High Court.As per the court judgment,
an ancient inscription at the shrine provided another sig-
nificant piece of evidence. Its Gujarati translation, which
formed part of the Waqf Board record, referred to
“Maulana Yaqub”. The inscription also indicated that
Yaqub was referred to as “Mehboob” and “Mashuk” by
the community as expressions of respect. The High Court
observed that the existence of the inscription had not
been rebutted and that the appellants’ counsel had not

offered an explanation for its reference to Yaqub.
The court then examined how the Faruqui family’s

claim to management had evolved. Nanibi, widow of
Jamaluddin Kutubuddin, had applied for registration of
the shrine as a public trust in 1952-53, describing it as
‘Maulana Mahboob Dargah, Masjid and Kabrastan’. In
the application, however, she described herself as a
“Mujawar”. Significantly, the registration papers stated
that documents relating to the creation or origin of the
trust and its scheme were not available. The revenue
material annexed to her application also contained refer-
ences to Maulana Yaqub.

After Nanibi’s death in 1960, her daughter Badibi
succeeded her as Mujawar. The court noted that the fam-
ily subsequently sought to move from the status of
Mujawar to that of Mutawalli, or manager of the Waqf. But
it held that mere service as a Mujawar did not create a
hereditary right to Mutawalliship. The judgment drew a
distinction between the two positions, observing that a
Mujawar is “essentially a caretaker appointed” to carry
out daily rituals and upkeep as a custodian and does not
acquire a proprietary or “hereditary interest” in Waqf prop-
erty merely because the service has continued for a long
period. It found that, in the absence of a Waqf deed or
written instrument prescribing the manner of appointment,
the statutory mechanism for appointment of a Mutawalli
had not been followed.

The High Court found the documentary record for
the land from 1916-17 onwards describing the site as
“Maulana Yaqub Saheb Dargah Dawoodi Bohra
Kabrastan Pir Ni Jago”. The records subsequently used
the description “Malansha Pir Ni Jago”, but the court
noted that the name “Maulana Mehboob Dargah” was
conspicuously absent from the relevant revenue mate-
rial.
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Karnataka rights panel to visit families
 of ‘poachers’ killed in ‘encounter’

The Karnataka State Human Rights Commission
(KSHRC) visited the Hanur forest in Chamarajanagar dis-
trict on Wednesday as part of an inquiry into the alleged
encounter killings of three suspected poachers and the
subsequent violence. Its team will also meet the three
men’s families, an official said.

Three suspected poachers—Antony Swamy, 50,
Jone Rose Peter, 42, and Kumar Sawariyappan, 35—
were killed and a fourth—Joseph Das, 44—was injured
in a shootout that took place inside Hanur forest range
early on August 15. This triggered a massive protest in
Hanur town by the relatives of the victims.The govern-
ment has defended forest officials involved in the shoot-
ing, saying the alleged poachers refused to surrender
and attacked the officials. The victims’ families, however,
say the men were searching for cattle when they were
shot.

The commission took suo motu cognisance of the

incident and directed a team led by Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Ashwath Narayana to inspect the “encoun-
ter” spot and examine whether there were any proce-
dural or human rights violations by the authorities.The
KSHRC team is examining the sequence of events lead-
ing to the deaths, the alleged vandalism of forest depart-
ment watchtowers by a mob following the incident, and
the response of forest personnel.Investigators are also
collecting physical evidence, examining departmental
records and recording statements from villagers, eyewit-
nesses, and forest officials.The killings were condemned
in Tamil Nadu due to the victims’ Tamil origins. They also
drew questions from the Opposition BJP in Karnataka.

A senior police officer familiar with the KSHRC in-
quiry told indianexpress.com that the team would first
visit the Hanur police station and the forest department
office to review the investigation carried out so far.“The
inquiry will examine the circumstances leading to the
deaths of the three suspected poachers, the alleged at-
tack on forest department watch rooms and any proce-
dural lapses by forest officials or other government au-
thorities. It will also assess the families’ eligibility for com-
pensation and recommend suitable relief to the govern-
ment, if necessary,” the officer said, adding that the com-
mission would supervise the investigation.The team will
also verify whether the sequence of events described by
officials is technically possible. This includes verifying
the distance from which the bullets were fired and whether
it is consistent with the accounts provided to the
investigators.The team will also collect relevant records
from the victims’ families, including their communication
details and other information that could assist the inquiry.

All-night search, a panicked guard: What
led to deaths of 3 men in Karnataka forest

A forest guard who panicked after encountering sus-
pected poachers during an all-night search in the Hanur
forest in the Cauvery Wildlife Reserve on the Karnataka-
Tamil Nadu border in the early hours of August 15 fired a
shotgun at close range, killing three men, preliminary
investigations and forensic findings have revealed.What
began as a forest department search operation in the
poacher-infested territory, based on a tip-off received
around 8 pm on August 14, ended with the deaths of
Anthony Swamy, 50, John Rose Peter, 43, and Sebastian
David Kumar, 35, residents of three villages on the forest
fringes.

A fourth suspect, Mahima Das alias Benjamin, 45,
from another village, escaped. Based on his account,
Lourde Mary, wife of Anthony Swamy, filed a police com-
plaint, alleging the four men were sleeping in the forest
after venturing “to find lost cattle” when forest staff chanced
upon them.Amid a political controversy and rival narra-
tives over whether the men were poachers or farmers
looking for cattle, Karnataka Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar ordered a magisterial inquiry.

According to government sources familiar with the
investigation, a post-mortem has indicated that the fatal
bullets were fired from a “slide action gun” (also known
as a pump shotgun) at a “near range” to the victims, but
not point blank.Karnataka Forest Minister Ramalinga
Reddy stated in the Karnataka legislature on August 17
that bullets were fired in the forest encounter with the
alleged poachers from a forest department shotgun with
the number R721035—issued to a forest guard identi-
fied as Shivraj S—after a forest patrol group chanced
upon the suspects.“There was firing from only one gun of
the forest staff,” Mariswamy, Assistant Conservator of
Forests in the Hanur wildlife division, said.

Wounds indicate firing from close range, spark
rowThe nature of the wounds on the victims indicates
firing from a shotgun from a near distance, sources famil-
iar with investigations of gunshot cases said.In the case
of wounds from shotguns fired from a long distance, there
would be multiple perforations on the body caused by
small pellets bursting from the cartridge and piercing the
body. Close-contact firing will leave burn and gas marks
along with a large entry wound for the pellets and car-
tridge.

In the case of intermediate range firing of shotguns—
as suspected in the Hanur shootings—a single large hole
is seen for entry of pellets without traces of burn marks
and gases, sources said.The analysis of photographs of
the bodies of the three victims indicates that one victim
has a large single entry wound on the left side of his
neck, a second victim has similar wounds on his thigh
and chest, and the third victim has a large bullet wound
on the right side of his ribs.Questions have been raised
by several family members of the victims on the nature of
the wounds, suggesting that the men were shot at a very
close range after capture.Karnataka BJP Leader of Op-
position R Ashok has asked: “Why were they shot in the
chest?”“We have seen the wounds. It looks like firing at a
close range,” said Chinnappan, a relative of one of the
victims after the deaths on August 15.

While post-mortem reports are indicative of the ap-
proximate range of firing that caused wounds, they would
have to be corroborated with findings of ballistics and
crime scene forensic teams for exact firing distances,
sources said.According to the Karnataka forest depart-
ment and forest officers who served in the Hanur range
for many years and were briefed on what happened, the
Hanur incident was an accident.

“There was a flash of gunfire when the search team
approached the Karadikalu (Bear Rock) in the early hours
of Saturday. The poachers were at a higher altitude on
the rocks and the forest staff were below. The forest staff
fired three rounds from a slide-action gun,” Forest Minis-
ter Ramalinga Reddy said.“At the time of the incident, the
hunters were at a higher point than the department staff
at the Karadikalu rocks. Since the hunters were not clearly
visible to the department staff, they were shot in the up-
per part of the waist when the staff retaliated. The staff did
not take the action with any malicious intent,” he
added.“They were conducting searches, and when they
chanced upon the persons who had come with the intent
of poaching, both groups became alert. They have fired,
and we have fired,” Mariswamy said.

“A warning was issued, but they did not heed. The
suspects fired, but it was a misfire and there was a flash.
At this time, our people have fired immediately; if they
had not fired, our staff would be victims,” Mariswamy fur-
ther claimed.Karnataka Hanur forest 3 men killed shoot-
ing Around 8 pm on August 14, a group of 10-15 person-
nel, including guards, foresters, and Anti-Poaching Camp
watchers, gathered. Two teams were formed to search
the Hanur forest for ‘poachers’. (Representational image)

According to sources who have worked in the Hanur
forest region and visited the Hanur division to interact
with forest staff after the August 15 incident, the firing was
the culmination of an entire night’s search for poachers
in the forest.After the forest department received “action-
able intelligence” of poachers entering the forest around
8 pm on August 14, a group of 10-15 personnel, includ-
ing guards, foresters, and Anti-Poaching Camp watch-
ers, gathered. Two teams were formed to search the for-
ests for the poachers.

“Shortly after entering the forest, one team encoun-
tered the first batch of poachers. Shots were fired at a
distance, and the poachers retreated and fled. Thinking
the intruders had fled, the forest staff regrouped on a
strategic ridge. While standing on that ridge, they heard
gunshots in the valley below. This confirmed to the staff
that a second gang was active down in the valley,” a

source familiar with the August 14 operation said.A few
forest staff stayed behind at the ridge, and a few pro-
ceeded towards the area where the gunshots were heard,
led by a forest guard. Since using flashlights would alert
the poachers, the forest staff reportedly waited “along the
main exit trail to lay an ambush on the exit route”.

The alleged poachers, however, did not leave the
forest and instead prepared their poached game and
rested at the rocky outcrop called Karadikalu where mo-
bile network signals are available. The rock also pro-
vided long-distance visibility for flashlight beams of for-
est searchers.“They were resting on the rock. Around 5
am, seeing that no one had emerged from the trail, our
staff decided to head back toward where the initial gun-
shots were heard. As they approached Karadikalu, our
staff had no idea the poachers were resting right above
them on the rock formation,” a source said.

“As our staff approached, one of the poachers—the
one who fled and later got admitted to the hospital—spot-
ted our men and immediately fired his weapon at them,”
the source said.Seeing the flash of gunfire, the forest guard
at the front of the forest search party let fly a burst of
gunfire, sources said. “The guard who was carrying a
slide-action gun loaded with cartridges (minimum 6
rounds at a time) reacted under intense panic from the
poacher’s sudden close-range gunfire,” a source said.
“He forcefully pulled the trigger hard and because he
held the trigger down tightly the weapon continuously
discharged all its loaded rounds in rapid succession,”
the source added.The bullets sprayed around the area
where the alleged poachers were resting and hit three of
them above the waist, causing fatal “near range” injuries,
sources said. “The firing from lower elevation at an up-
ward angle, when the poachers jumped up on the rock to
flee, resulted in the bullet spray striking the upper bod-
ies,” the source said.“If the poacher had not opened fire
first, our staff would not even have noticed them up there.
So when shot at, our guard held down the trigger in panic.
Only one department weapon was fired from our side,”
the source added.In a video statement from the hospital,
Mahima Das, who has a prior record for violation of forest
and wildlife laws, broadly corroborated the forest depart-
ment version without admitting that any shots were fired
by the alleged poachers.“At around 5.30 or 5.45 am, they
came upon us. I got scared when they fired, so I ran away.
I got down (from the rock) and ran away. After five min-
utes, there was no sound. I was tired, unwell and had a
stomach ache, so I reached home and got myself admit-
ted to a hospital,” he said.In her complaint to the Hanur
police, Lourde Mary has quoted Mahima Das as saying
that the four men who had entered the forest “to look for
their lost cattle” were sleeping on the rocks located around
4 km from their homes when he heard a sound and woke
up while the others remained asleep.

“The forest staff had arrived at the location where we
were sleeping. When they fired shots, I slipped to the
side of the rocks and ran away. The other three who were
still on the rocks were shot by the forest staff,” her com-
plaint says, citing Das.“They came with the intent of poach-
ing and were equipped with all the items required for
hunting. They ventured deep into the forest up to a dis-
tance of 8 km. What is the need for venturing so deep with
two country-made weapons if they were searching for
lost cattle?” Mariswamy said.The forest authorities have
claimed the finding of 34 kg of deer meat poached by the
four men at a small distance from where they were shot.
“Around 75 metres from the place where they were found,
two bags of deer meat were found. It was the meat of the
animal they hunted in the night,” he added.

Once Veerapan’s stronghold, poachers a
menaceKarnataka Hanur forest shooting poachers Since
Veerappan’s death, dozens of smaller groups of poach-
ers have emerged from the villages surrounding the for-
ests—inhabited primarily by migrants from Tamil Nadu.In
the Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, the Hanur sub-division
spanning 156 km in length and 10 km in width is one of
the largest forest sub-divisions in Karnataka. The forest
range is notorious for the presence of poachers—the most
infamous being the forest brigand Veerappan, who domi-
nated the region from the 1990s till 2004, when he was
shot dead by the Tamil Nadu Police Special Task Force
(STF).

Since Veerappan’s death, dozens of smaller groups
of poachers have emerged from the villages surrounding
the forests—inhabited primarily by migrants from Tamil
Nadu who moved into the region after the Mettur dam
built on the Cauvery river inundated villages 100 years
ago, say Karnataka forest staff.According to official court
records for the Kollegal taluk, where the Hanur forest is
located, there have been over 300 cases registered un-
der the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, in the last 10 years
in the region—involving primarily Tamil Christians from
border villages. There are 107 cases under trial at present.

“When Veerappan was present in this region, there
weren’t many forest cases. The cases were focused on
Veerappan, the STF was present in the forest, and locals
would not venture to hunt in the forest. Now, the situation
has changed, and there has been an exponential rise in
forest cases,” said S Shashi Bimba, an advocate who
has represented several accused from the forest villages
in poaching and forest cases.

“There are people who come from the Anekal re-
gion near Bengaluru to hunt over here. They come from
Tamil Nadu as well to hunt. Since the Cauvery river flows
in this forest region, people come from other parts in boats
for hunts at night,” he said.“The forest department does
not have the requisite amount of staff. They are under-
staffed in comparison to the rise in wildlife cases. In the
interior forest, nothing is visible at night. When there is
fear that poachers will fire at the guards, shots are fired
by the guards. There are a lot of habitual forest offenders
in the region,” Bimba added.On June 1 this year, a Kollegal
court acquitted three poachers in a case of hunting a
baby sambar in 2016 in the forest for lack of strong evi-
dence. The 2016 case was registered after forest staff on
patrolling duty at night near the Karadikalu region no-
ticed a torch light around 2.30 am and saw three persons
running away. The forest staff found the dead body of a
“baby female sambar” at the spot.The forest probe re-
vealed that John Peter, Gnanaprakash and
Arogyaswamy were the local poachers involved in hunt-
ing the sambar. John Peter incidentally hailed from the
same village, Jaganathadoddi, as John Rose Peter, one
of the three victims in the August 15 firing.The Kollegal
court acquitted the alleged poachers by pointing out that
none of the accused was arrested by the forest depart-
ment from the spot where the poached meat was
found.“When there is no proper evidence, we can obtain
acquittals in these cases. There will usually be no eye-
witnesses, and the recovery by the forest authorities can-
not be proven,” Bimba said.

“As our staff approached, one of the poachers—
the one who fled and later got admitted to the hospital—
spotted our men and immediately fired his weapon at
them,” the source said.Seeing the flash of gunfire, the
forest guard at the front of the forest search party let fly a
burst of gunfire, sources said.

14 gunshots fired in public: Gangster shot
dead inside Haryana court complex

 Gangster Vinod Panu alias Kana was shot dead,
and one of his associates was injured after two men
opened indiscriminate fire inside the Hisar court com-
plex in Haryana on Thursday afternoon. The police said
around 14 rounds were fired, triggering panic and chaos
across the premises.The incident occurred around 2.30
pm when Kana and his associate entered through the
court gate for a court appearance in a case. According to
preliminary information, two men riding a motorcycle
opened fire on them.According to eyewitnesses, lawyers
and litigants were seen running for cover during the fir-
ing. Police rushed to the spot and shifted the injured men
to a government hospital, where doctors declared Kana
dead.

“The police have arrested one of the accused alleg-
edly involved in the firing. His identity cannot be revealed
now as he is being interrogated,” Mayank Mudgil, Assis-
tant Superintendent of Police, Hisar, said.The police said
31 criminal cases had been registered against Kana. His
record included the murder of Sanjay alias Bittu Sharma,
the nephew of Lalit Sharma, who serves as the personal
assistant to Hisar MLA Savitri Jindal. The police said Kana
had operated across several areas, including Delhi-NCR.

Kana was arrested from Jhajjar in 2017. A reward of
Rs 7 lakh was reportedly announced for Kana at the time

of his arrest.How did the attackers enter?: Bar Associa-
tion chiefHisar Bar Association president Pradeep Bajia
criticised the police, saying the shooting inside the court
complex was a “total failure” of security. He said the pre-
mises are supposed to have tight security and questioned
how the attackers managed to enter and open fire.He
further pointed out that the police and district administra-
tion were aware that a hearing linked to a gang dispute
was scheduled on Thursday and that rival gang mem-
bers could be present. “Gang wars are increasingly tak-
ing place at different locations. There was an incident in
Dadri recently, and today it has happened at the Hisar
court,” he said.

Food safety violations reported in Karnataka
railway canteens; Vande Bharat pantry clean

A statewide inspection drive by the Karnataka Food
Safety and Drugs Administration (KFSDA) across rail-
way premises uncovered severe hygiene violations, ex-
pired dairy products, and unpermitted food colours. In
contrast, pantry conditions aboard the state’s Vande
Bharat express trains were found to be clean and well-
maintained.The operation covered 36 railway stations
and 112 food establishments, including canteens, plat-
form stalls, and train pantries, to inspect food safety, stor-
age, labelling, and handling practices. Key findings
flagged during the operation include expired Nandini curd
and Dodli milk packets being used at the Haveri railway
station.

According to officials, idlis were found being pre-
pared using plastic materials at Mysuru railway station.

Samosas were stored in cardboard boxes, and chutney
was kept in non-food-grade plastic buckets.They claimed
that fungal growth was observed on onions and other
vegetables, and unhygienic conditions were documented
at a hotel on the K R Puram railway station premises.
Expired food articles were also kept for sale in some es-
tablishments, said officials. They noted suspected non-
permitted synthetic colours, including yellow colouring
used in jalebi and pink in khoa peda.The food inspectors
also found that savoury food packets lacked mandatory
labelling details, and food business registration certifi-
cates were not prominently displayed.

Vande Bharat passes testHowever, inspections
aboard two Vande Bharat trains operating on the
Mangaluru–Kerala and Hubballi–Bengaluru routes found
the pantry facilities to be clean and hygienic.When ap-
proached for comment, a South Western Railway official
said that information regarding the inspection was still
being collected. KFSDA stated that findings will be shared
with railway authorities and designated officers to initiate
legal action against non-compliant operators.The railway
station drive follows recent KFSDA raids across the state
that resulted in massive seizures of non-compliant food.
Previous seizures included 429 kg of mutton and chicken,
203 kg of fish, 200 kg of vegetarian food stored with non-
vegetarian items, 76 kg of rotten or mouldy vegetables,
45 litres of expired milk and curd, 12 kg of expired bakery
products, 67 kg of mislabelled or expired cereals, and 49
litres of used or non-compliant cooking oil.

Chandrababu Naidu calls for southern states’
cooperation, proposes regional bullet train

Chennai: Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on Thursday outlined a roadmap
for the comprehensive development of the southern
states at the 31st Southern Zonal Council meeting chaired
by Union Home Minister Amit Shah, proposing among
others, a regional bullet train corridor.

He also called for greater cooperation and coordi-
nation between the Centre and the states.Addressing the
meeting attended by the Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Keralam, besides the LG of Puducherry,
Naidu said the southern states should resolve the inter-
state issues through trust and mutual cooperation.“The
development of the southern states can be achieved only
through cooperation and coordination,” he said.The CM
proposed a bullet train corridor connecting Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu via Kuppam, along-
side a transit network linking Amaravati, Bengaluru and
Chennai.Naidu suggested creating a common logistics
network, dry ports in the southern states, and full integra-
tion of the southern power grid with the national grid to
strengthen regional infrastructure and energy security.He

also proposed setting up a joint consortium with universi-
ties and skilling institutions in the southern states and a
mutual aid force to share resources during disasters.The
chief minister sought the establishment of a common spiri-
tual tourism circuit connecting Tirupati with northern sites
like Kashi, Ayodhya and the Char Dham.According to
him, the southern states contribute 31 per cent of the
country’s GDP and could achieve a USD 10 trillion
economy by 2047 through strategic cooperation.The text
of his speech was released in Amaravati by the Andhra
government .On Andhra Pradesh’s pending bifurcation-
related issues, he said institutions listed under Sched-
ules 9 and 10 of the bifurcation Act have not been divided
even after 12 years and urged the Centre to take speedy
action to resolve them.He thanked the Centre for
Polavaram projects, the South Coast Railway Zone and
Amaravati.Naidu sought the resolution of the state’s re-
source deficit and issues related to Section 56 of the bi-
furcation Act, besides urging the Centre to expedite clear-
ances for the Dugarajapatnam port and refinery propos-
als.
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Driver who rammed woman biker in
Gurugram detained for attempt to murder

 Kalyan Bainsla, the car driver accused of ramming
a woman biker in Gurugram, has been detained in Dausa
in Rajasthan. Gurgaon Police on Tuesday added attempt
to murder charges to the FIR against Bainsla, who is ac-
cused of ramming his car into a woman riding a sports
bike on Golf Course Road on Sunday.The car allegedly
used in the incident belongs to an Army personnel cur-
rently posted in Assam and is registered in Palwal, police
sources said. The accused driver, Kalyan Bainsla, had
borrowed the white Maruti Suzuki Ciaz from him two days
before the incident, they said.

Senior police sources said Bainsla is a gym owner
based in Palwal and a former kabaddi player.  Police
spokesperson, ASI Sandeep Kumar, said, “After a thor-
ough investigation and intensive analysis of CCTV foot-
age, police added Section 109 of the BNS (attempt to
murder), which carries a provision of up to 10 years im-
prisonment. The accused car driver, Kalyan Bainsla, who
is now named in the FIR, will be arrested soon. Gurgaon
Police is committed to strict action against the accused.”On
Monday, police had registered an FIR for rash driving and
act endangering life or personal safety of others at the
Sector 56 police station after taking suo motu cognisance
of the viral footage.Police said the victim’s statement will
be formally recorded, likely later Tuesday, as part of the
ongoing probe.Before he purportedly went on the run,
Bainsla managed to give an interview to a news channel
on Monday in which he had claimed that the bikers were
speeding up, slowing down, and cutting him off (“pinch-

ing” the car), that he did not know a woman was riding the
bike, and that he felt “sad” about the incident.Delhi-based
biker Sia hit back at the driver’s claim that he felt “sad”
over the incident, saying the collision could have killed
her and asking why he did not stop if he was
remorseful.The woman was riding her Aprilia RS 457
sports bike alongside members of a biking group when
the incident occurred on Sunday. A purported video of the
incident shared on social media shows a car bearing a
Haryana number plate tailing the group before allegedly
cutting sharply into Sia’s lane and colliding with her bike.In
a video statement released on Monday night, Sia, who
runs the Instagram account ‘rebelwheels_sia_’, directly
addressed televised remarks made by the alleged
accused.He is saying that we were speeding up and slow-
ing down, and pinching his car. The full video makes it
clear who was pinching whom. And agar aapko aisa lag
raha hai ki hum bike tez kar rahe hain, slow kar rahe hain,
to aapka kya matlab banta hai ki poore raaste aap mujhe
chase karein? (Even if you felt that we were speeding up
or slowing down, what business did you have chasing me
the entire way?)”In driving and road-rage parlance, “pinch-
ing” refers to cutting in aggressively close to another ve-
hicle, which may force them to brake, or trap them against
a curb or lane boundary.Refuting Bainsla’s claim that he
was unaware a woman was riding the motorcycle, she
said: “You obviously saw my hair. I have very long hair
tied in a braid falling down my back. You pulled up along-
side, gestured, and told me to stop the bike.”Addressing
Bainsla’s questions regarding the number of riders
present and why only two videos surfaced, Sia said the
recorded angles were sufficient to establish a hit-and-
run.“Are two videos not enough for a hit-and-run case?
One video shows you swerving from the front lane directly
into the third lane, hitting me, and fleeing. Another front
video from my camera shows you hitting me from the first
lane to the third lane, dragging me completely along your
vehicle, and throwing me onto the road,” she
said.Questioning his claims of alleged regret, she added:
“If you felt so much sorrow for me, why didn’t you stop at
that moment? It was your responsibility to stop, check on
me, and see if I was injured… I could have suffered very
deep injuries, my bones could have broken, or I could
have died on the spot…”

Retd forest officer re-appoint-
ment: Gauhati High Court seeks

Assam government response

The Guwahati High Court last week sought the Assam
government’s response in a public interest litigation chal-
lenging the re-appointment of retired Indian Forest Ser-
vice officer M K Yadava, considered a close aide to Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma.On May 14, Yadava
was granted a third post-retirement contractual extension/
re-engagement as Special Chief Secretary

A division bench of Chief Justice Ashutosh Kumar
and Justice Arun Dev Choudhury issued notice to the
Assam government on September 11 and sought its re-
sponse to the contentions by the next date of hearing on
October 15.Assam-based environmental activist Rohit
Choudhury, represented by advocate Abir Phukan,
flagged in his PIL that while a 2018 office memorandum
by the Assam government had contemplated post-retire-
ment engagement in “rare and exceptional circumstances”,
it was subsequently modified in 2024.The plea claimed it
did away with consideration or approval of a state-em-
powered committee for such engagements if the proposal
already had prior approval of the Chief MinisterThe modi-
fication had come days before Yadava’s
superannuation.Yadava, who superannuated in Febru-
ary 2024, got extensions in February 2024 and 2025, and
now in May this year. His current tenure expires on No-
vember 12 this year.Choudhary challenged the fresh re-
appointment on the ground of adverse observations made
by the Union environment ministry against Yadava in the
past, as well as the 2024 modification to the office memo-
randum. He also sought records and their details based
on which the decision was taken to grant Yadava a third
extension.

As an interim relief, he has sought that any further
extension beyond Yadava’s current tenure be
stayed.Allegations against the officerLast year, the envi-
ronment ministry’s regional office in Shillong had directed
the Assam forest department to take legal action against
Yadava for authorising two commando battalion camps
on forest land in “gross violation” of the law.This was after
Yadava was served a show-cause notice in May 2024,
after he was deemed guilty of violating the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam 2023. It was
held that he authorised Assam Police commando battal-
ion camps in the Geleky forest, Sivasagar district, and in
Damchera, Hailakandi district, over 26 hectares and 11
hectares of forest land, respectively, in his capacity as the
then principal conservator of forest (PCCF) and head of
the forest force (HoFF) in Assam.

In April 2024, even as the environment ministry had
already directed the Assam government to stop work on
the Damchera camp, CM Sarma sought its
regularisation.Sarma wrote to Union Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav, requesting that the environment
ministry accord a “post facto” approval to the camp, which
was granted eventually. He had sought to justify the camps
on forest land, citing national security and forest encroach-
ment as reasons.Choudhury, in his PIL, has highlighted
that this diversion, as alleged against Yadava, has pub-
lic-interest significance and “assumes further importance
in view of the unprecedented floods reported from Geleky”
in July this year.

4 of a family die as refrigerator
explodes at Karnataka home

Four members of a family were killed and two others
were injured after a refrigerator in the house reportedly
exploded in Karnataka’s Belagavi Monday night.

Bharati Damone, 50; Sharada Damone, 45; Ganga
Damone, 25; and Priya Damone, 24, were killed on the
spot. Gajanan Damone, 65, and Roshan Damone, 21,
suffered serious injuries and were shifted to a hospital,
where they are undergoing treatment.Sharada was
Gajanan’s wife and Bharati Damone his sister. Priya and
Ganga were Gajanan and Sharada’s daughters, and
Roshan is their son.

According to the Belagavi police, the Damone family
planned to observe Ganesha Chaturthi and kept the idol
at their house in Chavat Galli near the Central Bus Stand.
They went to sleep after dinner and, as usual, slept close
to the refrigerator.Residents heard a loud noise around
2.15 am, and when they rushed to the family’s shed, they
found it on fire. While they managed to pull out Gajanan
and Roshan, others were charred to death.They have
sustained 60 per cent burn injuries, according to the
police.The shed, which did not have concrete walls, was
shattered by the blast, and most of the valuables were
burnt.“Prima facie, it is clear that the refrigerator exploded,
but we are trying to ascertain how it exploded. We are
probing whether a short circuit or another fire led to the
explosion. The Ganesh idol was also decorated with some
lights, and we suspect that there could be a short circuit,”
a police officer said.The police said they have registered
a case and the investigation is underway.Gajanan worked
as a carpenter and others worked as house helps or in
commercial establishments.

Why a Rs 3,383 crore-worth BJP MLA spent
3 hours disguised as a ‘beggar’ in Ghatkopar

For about three hours last Monday, September 7,
Parag Shah walked through Ghatkopar disguised as a
beggar. He went to the station, crossed the bridge, walked
along roads in his constituency and approached people
for food.At one point, he went to his own office, where
even the security guard did not recognise him and asked
him to leave, Parag Shah says.This was not all. Even his
own family members did not recognise him.

The episode has since gone viral on social media,
largely because of who this beggar is. Parag Shah is a
two-time Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MLA from
Ghatkopar East, a businessman and real-estate
developer.In his 2024 election affidavit, Parag Shah de-
clared assets of Rs 3,383.06 crore, making him the rich-
est candidate in that year’s Maharashtra Assembly
elections.Shah said the exercise was not a political stunt.
It followed a suggestion from his Jain guru, Naman Muni
Maharaj, during a religious discourse.The message, Shah
said, was that people often believe they are recognised
because of who they are, while in reality they may be
recognised because of their position, power or wealth.His
guru then asked him to change his appearance, go to
places in his constituency where he believed people knew
him, and see how they responded. He was to return to the
same places in his usual identity on the same day.Parag
Shah said he spent about three hours around Ghatkopar
station, on the bridge and on different roads in the area.

But the exercise, he said, ended up teaching him some-
thing beyond whether he could go unnoticed.As a beg-
gar, Parag Shah visited a food distribution point where
meals are provided free of charge. He arrived near the
end of the distribution and asked if anything was left to
eat. A staff member, who did not recognise him, offered
him dal, rice, and a bottle of water. He then went to a
samosa seller and told him he had nothing to eat. The
vendor gave him five samosas.The encounters made
Shah reconsider his own perception of people living with
little money. “I had believed that poor people only ask for
help,” he said, adding that he realised they also help one
another.

Canada deports 4 more Indians in extortion
crackdown, total reaches 111

Canada has removed four more Indian nationals in
an immigration crackdown targeting foreign nationals al-
legedly linked to extortion networks, taking the total num-
ber of deportations under the drive to 111.The campaign
has focused heavily on cases involving young Indian na-
tionals, including men of Punjabi origin, accused of links
to criminal organisations targeting South Asian businesses
and families in British Columbia, Alberta and Ontario.

The latest cases involve Palwinder Singh, Jasmer
Singh, Amitoz Bajwa and Sahibjot Singh. All four were
found inadmissible under Canada’s Immigration and
Refugee Protection Act (IRPA) on grounds linked to
organised or serious criminality, according to the Canada
Border Services Agency (CBSA).The CBSA said it had
issued 188 removal orders across Canada as of Septem-
ber 3. Of these, 91 were in the Pacific region, which in-
cludes British Columbia and the Lower Mainland, result-

ing in 58 removals. The Prairies accounted for 47 orders
and 30 removals, while the Greater Toronto Area recorded
50 orders and 23 removals.The number of cases has risen
steadily since the enforcement drive intensified in 2025.
By March this year, Canadian authorities had reported
about 372 immigration investigations, 70 removal orders
and 35 enforced removals. By May, the figures had in-
creased to 446 investigations, 118 orders and 55 remov-
als. By June, there were 484 investigations, 139 orders
and 81 removals.

The operation is being conducted by the CBSA in
coordination with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
provincial and municipal police forces and immigration
authorities.The CBSA said Palwinder Singh was linked to
an extortion-related shooting in 2025 and was found to
be a member of a criminal organisation. Amitoz Bajwa
was linked to firearms offences and an extortion-related
shooting.Jasmer Singh had been convicted of forcible con-
finement, while Sahibjot Singh admitted an association
with an organisation involved in a pattern of criminal ac-
tivity, according to the agency.The four were found inad-
missible following proceedings before Canada’s Immi-
gration and Refugee Board and were subsequently
removed.Other cases have involved young men who en-
tered Canada on study permits or other temporary
status.Arshdeep Singh, about 22, entered Canada on a
study permit in 2022. He was detained in November 2025
and later found inadmissible for membership in a criminal
organisation. He was deported under escort on January
19, 2026.Sukhnaaz Singh Sandhu, 25, had been in
Canada since 2016 as a temporary resident and was pre-
viously linked to the Ruffians gang in Surrey. He was de-
tained in November 2025 and deported on February 3
after being found inadmissible for organised
criminality.Prabhjot Singh, 20, was arrested by the Surrey
Police in connection with an extortion network and sub-
sequently deported after being found inadmissible for
organised criminality. Police later released his photo-
graph, seeking further information.Lovebir Singh, 22, was
also linked to extortion networks in Surrey and deported
as part of the enforcement drive.In some cases, immigra-
tion proceedings have followed criminal convictions.
Parminder Singh, about 22, was sentenced to 7.5 years
in Edmonton for his role in an extortion and arson racket
targeting South Asian homebuilders.

The latest cases involve
Palwinder Singh, Jasmer Singh,
Amitoz Bajwa and Sahibjot Singh. All
four were found inadmissible under
Canada’s Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act (IRPA) on grounds
linked to organised or serious crimi-
nality, according to the Canada Bor-
der Services Agency (CBSA).

Sugar prices remain
 below Rs. 60 per kg for

fourth straight day

 New Delhi: The average all-India retail price of sugar
remained below Rs. 60 per kg for the fourth straight day
on Monday following a series of government measures,
even as festive demand put upward pressure on prices in
some regions.On Monday, the average retail sugar price
stood at Rs. 59.57 per kg, marginally up from Rs. 58.99
per kg on the previous day. Sugar prices dropped below
the Rs. 60 per kg level on Friday and eased further over
the last three days, according to data maintained by the
Consumer Affairs Ministry.

However, the average retail price remains higher
than the Rs. 58.23 per kg recorded on August 21, when
the Centre first allowed sugar imports and took other steps
to rein in sweetener prices.The maximum retail price re-
mained firm at Rs. 85 per kg, while the minimum was Rs.
40 per kg on Monday, the ministry data showed.Among
the southern states, retail prices edged up in Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka, while Tamil Nadu and Kerala
saw marginal declines.In Andhra Pradesh, the average
retail price rose to Rs. 55.56 per kg on Monday from Rs.
49.58 per kg on August 21, while in Kerala, it inched up to
Rs. 57.80 per kg from Rs. 56.75 per kg over the same
period.In the major sugar-producing states, prices eased.
Maharashtra’s average retail price fell to Rs. 58.22 per kg
from Rs. 59 per kg, while in Uttar Pradesh, it fell to Rs.
57.88 per kg from Rs. 59.64 per kg on August 21.Among
other states, Madhya Pradesh recorded a sharper fall,
with prices dropping to Rs. 56.57 per kg from Rs. 62.36
per kg, while West Bengal saw a marginal dip to Rs. 60.43
per kg from Rs. 60.95 per kg.On August 21, the govern-
ment allowed sugar imports and further tightened stock-
holding norms for bulk users and dealers.

 India faces
another tariff blow

Tariffs are the new weapons of modern trade
wars. United States President Donald Trump has
been using this weapon to bully foes and friends
alike. India, which has been bearing the impact
of his tariff tantrums, is up for another challenge
now. The US House of Representatives has given
Trump another weapon to launch a fresh tariff
war and disrupt global trade. It passed the
‘Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act of 2026’ by 262–159, empowering Trump to
impose tariffs of up to 100 per cent on buyers of
Russian oil. The Bill is designed to squeeze
Russia’s revenue from oil and gas exports amid
the war in Ukraine. However, this legislation could
have major implications for India’s

 economy and oil markets, as Moscow re-
mains a major supplier of crude oil to New Delhi.
It could also have implications for the US-India
trade ties if Trump imposes further levies. A 100
per cent tariff would severely hit Indian manufac-
turing sectors—including textiles, electronics, and
gems—by destroying price competitiveness in the
vital American market. India has saved billions
by importing discounted Russian crude oil, which
helps stabilise domestic inflation for its 1.4 billion
citizens. However, these energy savings risk be-
coming a liability if the US levies massive export
penalties. It is estimated that a full-scale tariff
implementation could knock nearly 0.8 per cent
off India’s GDP growth over the next couple of
years. India currently imports 88 per cent of its
crude requirements, with Russia being one of its
major suppliers.In fact, when Moscow began its
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Russian
crude oil became a significant part of India’s crude
import basket. According to data from the Global
Trade Research Initiative (GTRI), India imported
$40.8 billion worth of Russian crude in FY2026
— nearly a third of its total crude imports. It must
be pointed out that India buys Russian oil to se-
cure affordable energy for the country, not to fi-
nance any war, and these purchases have helped
stabilise global supplies and prices. If the Trump
administration goes ahead with imposing a 100
per cent tariff, it would be in addition to the 10 per
cent that America currently imposes on imports
from India as a penalty for not doing enough to
stop the import of goods made using forced
labour. The Bill is a dangerous attempt to pres-
sure India to sign a bilateral trade agreement on
one-sided terms. India has built some insulation
against shocks from US tariffs through new trade
deals with key markets in the EU and elsewhere.
But the threat of 100 per cent tariffs from a criti-
cal export destination could deal a big blow. The
impact would be felt through Indian exporters, the
rupee, refinery margins and the trade balance.
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India, Japan to work together in
field of naval shipbuilding and repairs

Kolkata: India and Japan will explore the possibility
of joint development in naval shipbuilding and design by
leveraging Japan’s technological expertise and India’s
production capabilities in accordance with their respec-
tive relevant policies.This was announced in a joint state-
ment issued by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his
Japanese counterpart Shinjiro Koizumi after a bilateral
meeting in New Delhi on Thursday.The use of India’s
production capabilities by Japan under the “Make in In-
dia” framework was also discussed.This comes at a time
when India is laying stress on further developing both
Naval and commercial shipbuilding capabilities at its
shipyards.

Japan ranks third among the shipbuilding nations in
the world with a share of nearly 11 per cent.India has set
a steep target of building five per cent of the world’s fleet
by 2035 and making it to the list of the top five shipbuild-
ing nations by 2047.The two Ministers affirmed their com-
mitment to strengthening maritime security cooperation
and signed the Memorandum of Arrangement on the
matter between the Ministries of Defence of the two
nations.“The Memorandum provides a framework for fur-
ther advancing cooperation between the two countries in

the field of maritime security. Specifically, it includes the
strengthening of cooperation between the Japan Mari-
time Self-Defense Force and the Indian Navy, including
information sharing in the field of Maritime Domain Aware-
ness (MDA), as well as enhanced cooperation in areas
such as Search and Rescue (SAR) and Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR),” the joint state-
ment said.The Ministers also spoke on strengthening co-
ordination for the protection of sea lines of communica-
tions through mutual visits by naval ships and units, joint
exercises, personnel and Subject Matter Expert (SME)
exchanges and logistical support, including use of ports,
maintenance and repair facilities.Such cooperation is vi-
tal not only to Japan and India, but also to the region and
the international community.“The two Ministers concurred
on moving swiftly to realise concrete maritime security
cooperation that serves the strategic and operational
needs. They further shared the view that both sides should
maximise synergies to enhance mine countermeasures
capabilities,” it said.Reciprocal provision of ship repair
facilities, including the conclusion of ship repair arrange-
ment in the near future, was also discussed.“The two Min-
isters welcomed the steady expansion and deepening of
bilateral exercises conducted by Japan and India, includ-
ing the Japan-India Army exercise ‘Dharma Guardian’
and the Japan-India Maritime Exercise “JAIMEX”. They
particularly welcomed the steady progress in coordina-
tion for the Japan-India Air Force exercise “Veer Guard-
ian 26?, scheduled to be held this year, under which
Japan Air Self-Defence Force fighter aircraft will, for the
first time, visit India and participate in the exercise. The
two Ministers concurred on further deepening coopera-
tion in bilateral exercises through enhanced complexi-
ties, integration of unmanned systems and pursuing joint
exercises at short notice, whenever the opportunities
arise,” the statement said.

Russian missile barrage kills
12, injures dozens in Kyiv

 Kyiv: A Russian missile barrage overnight Thurs-
day killed at least 12 people in Kyiv as explosions ech-
oed across Ukraine’s capital throughout the night, local
authorities said.At least 33 people were wounded, ac-
cording to Ukraine’s Emergency Service. The air raid alert
remained active into the early morning hours Thursday.

The strikes hit 12 locations across Kyiv’s Darnytskyi,
Sviatoshynskyi and Solomianskyi districts, damaging resi-
dential buildings, a medical facility and an educational
institution. Emergency crews were at the scene and pulled
people out from under the rubble.In Solomianskyi dis-
trict, the top two floors of a 9-story residential building
were destroyed and fires broke out on other floors. People
were also trapped in two residential buildings and a school
shelter.60-year-old Larysa Bondaruk sat on the ground,
holding her cat, Chanel, which had been rescued by
firefighters.

With tears in her eyes, she said that her neighbour’s
grandson had been trapped under the rubble and died.
Her apartment was badly damaged.“A rocket hit the roof.
It was incredibly loud, immediately, debris and doors were
blown out. There were columns of smoke, columns of
fire, screams, crying and despair,” she said. “Two people
were killed in our building, but the rescuers responded
quickly and professionally. I am grateful to them for

that.”Russia has intensified ballistic missile attacks on
the capital to wear down Kyiv’s air defence stocks. Kyiv
has limited systems capable of intercepting ballistic
threats, while supplies of missiles for its US-made Patriot
air defence systems remain chronically constrained.US
President Donald Trump had authorised Ukraine to ob-
tain licenses to produce Patriot air-defence systems, but
later reversed that decision.Ukraine, meanwhile, has in-
tensified its own campaign of long-range strikes against
weapons depots, military facilities and other strategic tar-
gets deep inside Russian territory, seeking to degrade
Moscow’s ability to sustain its attacks on Ukrainian cities.

Prince Harry, Meghan are returning to UK
with their children, British newspaper says

 London: Prince Harry and his wife, Meghan, have
decided to return to the United Kingdom, but they won’t
resume their roles as working members of the royal fam-
ily, British news media reported late Wednesday.The
couple’s children, Prince Archie, 7, and Princess Lilibet,
5, have already enrolled at British schools and will start
classes in September, according to the Daily Telegraph,
which broke the story. The family plans to live at a private,
non-royal residence outside of London, the newspaper
said.

Harry and Meghan gave up their royal duties and
moved to California more than six years ago to earn their
living through lucrative contracts with Netflix and Spotify.
Although relations with the rest of the royal family have
soured since then, Harry has recently expressed an in-
terest in reconciliation so he could spend more time with
his father, King Charles III, who is being treated for an
undisclosed form of cancer.Charles was informed of the
couple’s plans on Sunday and wasn’t told about them
during Harry and Meghan’s visit to the UK last month.

Buckingham Palace has a policy of not commenting
on speculation about non-working members of the royal
family. A representative for Harry and Meghan declined
to comment.Harry and Meghan have had a stormy rela-
tionship with the royal family ever since they decamped
to a mansion in the exclusive Southern California en-
clave of Montecito.

In a series of interviews and Harry’s memoir “Spare,”
the couple said they left Britain to escape the restrictions
of royal life and criticized palace officials for being insen-
sitive to Meghan’s mental health while alleging that at
least one member of the royal family had expressed rac-
ist views when she was pregnant with their first child.
Meghan describes herself as biracial.Those tensions
were exacerbated by Harry’s long-running legal battle
with Britain’s tabloid newspapers, which he alleges ille-
gally hacked his phones and invaded his privacy when
he was younger. The prince has lost a series of lawsuits
against the media, including one against the publisher of
the Daily Mail, which concluded last month.The latest
trial has left Harry facing a potential bill for millions of
pounds after the court ruled he and other plaintiffs in the
case were liable for the publisher’s legal fees. Associ-
ated Newspapers has filed documents showing that its
legal costs amounted to 34.5 million pounds (USD 47
million).Harry has also been embroiled in a legal wrangle
with the British government after a government commit-
tee refused to authorize police protection for the prince
and his family when they are in the UK. The prince says
he and his family need armed police protection because
they are at risk simply because they are members of the
royal family, regardless of whether or not they are work-
ing royals.

After losing a court battle over the security issue last
year, Harry said he hoped to rebuild relations with his
family.“I would love reconciliation with my family. There’s
no point in continuing to fight anymore,” Harry told the
BBC. “I don’t know how much longer my father has.” A
tentative step toward that reconciliation came last month
when Harry returned to the UK for a series of charity en-
gagements. Meghan and the children joined Harry for
part of the visit and they spent time with the king at his
Highgrove estate in western England. It was the first time
Archie and Lilibet had seen their grandfather since the
late Queen Elizabeth II’s platinum jubilee in 2022.While
Harry has recently met with his father, there are no signs
of a warming of relations with his brother, Prince William,
the heir to the throne.Peter Hunt, a former BBC royal cor-
respondent, said the surprise announcement would make
William “apoplectic.” “In the short term, Harry will be able
to deepen his rapprochement with his father,” Hunt told
Britain’s Press Association. “And his presence back home
will make it harder for his brother to duck a reconcilia-
tion.”

Tech leaders rally
behind Trump’s crypto push

Washington: Leaders of major US technology,
cryptocurrency and financial companies have backed
President Donald Trump’s push for lighter regulation and
clearer digital-asset rules, saying his policies were bring-
ing investment and innovation back to the United States.
Executives from Coinbase, Robinhood, Kraken, Chainlink
Labs, Gemini and the Intercontinental Exchange joined
Trump at the White House ahead of the first meeting of
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission’s Innova-
tion Advisory Committee.Coinbase co-founder Brian
Armstrong said Trump had recognised during the 2024
presidential campaign that millions of cryptocurrency
supporters felt excluded by the previous administration.
“He made a commitment at that time to make America the
crypto capital of the world and within weeks of taking
office, delivered on that promise,” Armstrong said.

Armstrong cited the creation of a Strategic Bitcoin
Reserve, enactment of the GENIUS Act and the appoint-
ment of pro-innovation regulators.He said the next major
step was passage of the CLARITY Act, with a congres-
sional vote expected on September 15. “This would make
all of the progress that this administration has made du-
rable into the future, so it could survive for decades and
decades to come,” he said.Armstrong said some large
banks could oppose the legislation because of competi-
tion from cryptocurrency companies. He nevertheless de-
scribed the measure as bipartisan. “There are hundreds
of pages of changes that have come in from the Demo-
crat side as well,” he said. “It’s a true bipartisan
compromise.”Intercontinental Exchange founder Jeffrey

Sprecher, whose company owns the New York Stock Ex-
change, credited Trump’s trade, energy and tax policies
with contributing to record market activity. “Your trade
policies of fair trade to bring back jobs and businesses
from overseas, your energy dominance policies to fuel
the next generation of technology in the United States,
um, your big, beautiful bill that created incentives for in-
vestments has, um, led to the records that you’re hearing
about in our stock markets,” Sprecher said.

Robinhood CEO Vlad Tenev called for wider ac-
cess to investments through tokenisation, including as-
sets in privately held companies. “Today, too much eco-
nomic value is being created before ordinary investors
get a chance to participate,” Tenev said.He said Ameri-
can investors should not be the last to benefit from tech-
nology developed and powered in the United States.
“American companies are building this technology,
American markets are powering it, American assets are
also at the centre of it; American investors should not be
the last to benefit,” he said.Kraken co-CEO Arjun Sethi
recalled telling Trump that his company moved at “warp
speed”. “The first thing he said is, ‘ Why not at trump
speed,” Sethi said. “So we started acting in that way.”

Gemini co-founder Cameron Winklevoss said the
United States should lead both cryptocurrency and pre-
diction markets. His brother and fellow Gemini co-founder
Tyler Winklevoss praised the work of the SEC and CFTC
chairmen. Chainlink Labs co-founder Sergey Nazarov
said stablecoins were increasing the international use of
the US dollar.He also said tokenisation would expand
global access to American equities. “There’s actually a
very real and tangible outcome that’s really now benefit-
ing the US and adoption of US-issued assets and the US
dollar,” Nazarov said. The White House event brought
together companies that operate cryptocurrency ex-
changes, trading platforms, blockchain infrastructure and
traditional securities markets.Their businesses would be
directly affected by legislation dividing oversight between
the SEC and CFTC. The CLARITY Act is intended to es-
tablish a federal regulatory framework for digital assets.
Its progress is being watched internationally, including in
India, where technology workers, investors and
blockchain companies have significant exposure to Ameri-
can clients and financial platforms.

Bangladesh all set to elect new president;
BNP’s Mirza Alamgir frontrunner

Dhaka: Bangladesh is all set to elect its new presi-
dent on Thursday, with ruling BNP stalwart Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir the frontrunner in a contest that marks the
country’s first presidential election in 35 years.Lawmakers
will choose between Alamgir and Colonel (retd) Oli
Ahmed, the candidate of the 11-party opposition
alliance.The voting will be held at the parliament (Jatiya
Sangsad) from 2:00 pm to 5 pm, according to the Election
Commission.Alamgir, 78, is the candidate of the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), while Ahmed, 84,
chairman of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), is con-
testing as the candidate of the Jamaat-e-Islami-led
alliance.The Election Commission declared the nomina-
tion papers of both candidates valid on August 16.

It is the first contested presidential election in
Bangladesh since 1991, as the office had largely been
filled through consensus and uncontested polls in recent
decades.Speaking at the BNP parliamentary party meet-
ing on Wednesday, Alamgir appealed to the BNP law-
makers to vote for him in Thursday’s presidential
election.“If I have made any mistake or unintentionally
hurt anyone during my tenure, I seek forgiveness,” said
Alamgir, who has served as BNP’s Senior Joint Secre-
tary General, Acting Secretary General and Secretary
General.Several lawmakers present at the meeting said
the veteran leader became emotional and broke down in
tears several times.Alamgir pledged that he would never
compromise on the country’s independence and
sovereignty.The president-elect will take the oath as
Bangladesh’s new president on Friday evening at the
Darbar Hall of Bangabhaban, The Daily Star reported,
citing sources at the Secretariat and Parliament
Secretariat.The presidential election was necessitated
after Mohammed Shahabuddin, a close aide of deposed
prime minister Sheikh Hasina, resigned last month on
health grounds before completing his five-year tenure.

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman, who is also the
BNP chairman, had nominated Alamgir, a longtime sec-
retary general of the party and a close ally of former pre-
mier Khaleda Zia, as its presidential candidate.Under the
Constitution, a new president is required to be elected
within 90 days of the office falling vacant.Parliamentary
Speaker Hafiz Uddin Ahmad is currently serving as act-
ing president, as required under the Constitution follow-
ing a vacancy in the office.

The Constitution provides for the president to be
elected by Parliament.The BNP, which was voted to power
in the February 12 elections, currently commands a two-
thirds majority in Parliament, putting Alamgir in a strong

position to secure the presidency.If elected, Alamgir will
become Bangladesh’s 23rd president. He has been one
of the BNP’s most prominent leaders for more than two
decades, having served as acting secretary general from
2011 before formally taking over the post in 2016.He
played a prominent role in leading the BNP during the
imprisonment of its then-chairperson and former prime
minister Zia and the absence of Rahman, who was
abroad at the time.The president is largely a ceremonial
head of state under Bangladesh’s parliamentary system,
with key constitutional powers, including appointing the
prime minister and the chief justice.Though the president
is the supreme commander of the armed forces, those
powers are generally exercised on the advice of the prime
minister.Political analysts, however, said the presidency
could assume greater significance under the caretaker
government system recently reintroduced to oversee
general elections, when the president’s power would in-
crease significantly in commanding the armed forces
during such a period.The analysts also opine that
Alamgir’s nomination could be a well-calculated move of
BNP, which in its election manifesto had promised to equip
the president with more power by amending the Consti-
tution.

Bangladesh is set for its first
contested presidential election in 35
years, with ruling BNP leader Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir the
frontrunner against opposition can-
didate Oli Ahmed. Parliament will
vote Thursday, with Alamgir ex-
pected to become the country's
23rd president

Pakistan protests US envoy’s
remarks on Jammu and Kashmir

Islamabad:  Pakistan on Wednesday summoned the
US Chargé d’Affaires in Islamabad and lodged a
demarche over remarks made by US Ambassador to In-
dia Sergio Gor during his recent visit to Jammu and
Kashmir.According to a statement from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Pakistan delivered the demarche over
what it described as the US Ambassador’s “factually in-
correct” remarks on the status of Jammu and
Kashmir.Islamabad condemned and categorically re-
jected the characterisation of Jammu and Kashmir as an
“important part of India.”

Potassium in your plate:
Dietary choices that matter

People pay far more attention today than they used
to, about what they put on their plates. For many, food is
not just a source of sustenance; it is a lifestyle. Be it a
hearty spinach salad or greasy French fries, what people
consume every day defines their health. While there is
significant awareness about several micronutrients, in-
cluding vitamin A, vitamin C, vitamin D, iron, and calcium,
a potent mineral that does not get as much attention is
potassium.Potassium is an electrolyte, or a substance that
carries an electrical charge when dissolved in a liquid
like blood. It plays a supportive role in several functions
such as nerve signalling, contraction and relaxation of
muscles, cellular metabolism, and blood pressure modu-
lation. It can also prevent kidney stones, enhance muscle
health, and maintain bone health by preventing too much
calcium from leaving the body through urine. Maintaining
ideal levels of potassium in the body, especially for pa-
tients with chronic kidney disease (CKD), is important for
staying healthy and preventing complications. Excess po-
tassium can lead to a condition called hyperkalaemia,
and hence, diet regulation is important.

How much potassium does the body contain and
need?

The human body contains between approximately
40 and 50 mmol of potassium for every kilogram. The total
amount depends on how muscular the person is, as 90%
to 95% of potassium is found within the cells of the muscles
and bones. Most of the potassium consumed (80%-90%)
is excreted through urine, and the rest through sweat and
stools.
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Can you lose weight without working out?

In the realm of small talk, comments about weight -
whether gained or lost - are among the most common.
While we may think we’ve heard every response to “How
did you manage to lose all that weight?" there’s always a
new diet or hack going viral.Today, it has become in-
creasingly difficult to keep up and figure out what truly
works for weight loss. The latest one? Losing weight with-
out working out. Yes, you read that right!From Vidya to
Madhavan: Losing weight without going to the gymLosing
weight without breaking a sweat at the gym sounds like a
dream, doesn’t it? Interestingly, a lot of Bollywood celeb-
rities are now adopting this approach to achieve major
weight transformations. One of the first stars to talk about
this method was R Madhavan, who underwent dramatic
weight loss simply by eating right.In July 2024, the actor
shared his journey on X, detailing the steps he followed
to shed the extra kilos.

    Intermittent fasting, heavy chewing of food 45-60
times( drink your food and chew your water) .. last meal at
6.45 pm .( only cooked food -nothing raw AT ALL post 3
pm ) .. early morning long walks and early night deep
sleep( no screen time 90 min before bed) ... plenty of
fluids... https://t.co/CsVL98aGEj — Ranganathan
Madhavan (@ActorMadhavan) July 18, 2024"Intermittent
fasting, chewing food 45-60 times (drink your food and
chew your water), having the last meal at 6:45 pm (only
cooked food—nothing raw after 3 pm), early morning long
walks, early night deep sleep (no screen time 90 minutes
before bed), plenty of fluids, lots of green vegetables,
and food that's easily metabolised and healthy. Nothing
processed at all," Madhavan explained.Then came Vidya
Balan, who revealed that her sudden weight loss was
due to an 'anti-inflammatory' diet she had adopted.“You
know, all my life, I’ve struggled to be thin. I’ve dieted and
exercised like crazy, and sometimes I’d lose weight, but it
would come back. Then, earlier this year, I met a nutri-
tional group called Amura (Amura Health) in Chennai.
They said, ‘It’s just inflammation; it’s not fat.’ So, they put
me on a diet to eliminate the inflammation—it’s called the
elimination of inflammation—and it worked beautifully for
me. The weight just went like that because they removed
foods that didn’t suit me,” she shared in a viral
interview.She also mentioned that she hasn’t worked out
for almost a year now.The latest to join this trend is
Himanshi Khurana. Speaking at ABP Live’s Health Con-
clave Punjab 2024, she discussed her weight loss jour-
ney, sharing how she shed 11 kilos through a simple
diet. Another key factor, she said, was managing her
stress, which played a significant role in her transforma-
tion.

Exercise: essential or optional?
Exercise often comes to mind as a cornerstone of

any weight loss journey, but experts clarify that while it’s
beneficial, it isn’t the only way to shed those extra kilos.
Weight loss is fundamentally about creating a calorie defi-
cit, i.e, burning more calories than you consume. This
can be achieved through diet alone, but incorporating
exercise offers significant advantages.Dr Siddhant
Bhargava, co-founder of Food Darzee, notes, “Exercise
is not essential for weight loss, as weight loss is primarily
driven by a calorie deficit. However, the absence of exer-
cise, particularly resistance training, can lead to muscle
loss. Muscle is metabolically active, so maintaining it is
crucial for sustaining weight loss and a healthy
metabolism.”Building lean muscle through activities like
weightlifting and bodyweight exercises increases your

resting metabolic rate, meaning you burn more calories
even when at rest. This is a critical factor for long-term
weight management.Chetan, a fitness content creator,
adds, “You can lose weight with just diet, but exercise
accelerates the process. It’s not just about shedding fat;
exercise strengthens your muscles, improves stamina,
and enhances your overall health.”Moreover, physical ac-
tivity has benefits beyond calorie burning. Regular exer-
cise improves cardiovascular health, reduces stress, en-
hances mood, and strengthens bones and joints. Even
low-impact activities like yoga, brisk walking, or swim-
ming can contribute to weight loss while boosting mental
well-being.

The role of diet in weight lossWhile exercise can
fast-track weight loss and improve overall fitness, experts
agree that diet plays the most significant role in the pro-
cess. Palak Koradia, RD, CDE, and co-founder of Health
Hatch, explains, “Weight loss is fundamentally about cre-
ating a calorie deficit, which can be achieved solely through
diet. However, for sustainable results, a balanced diet is
key.”A calorie deficit doesn’t mean starving yourself or
drastically cutting food groups. Instead, it involves mak-
ing thoughtful dietary choices that ensure you’re consum-
ing fewer calories while meeting your nutritional
needs.Key dietary strategies for weight loss:    Portion
control: Eating smaller servings prevents overeating while
still allowing you to enjoy your favourite foods.    Include
fibre-rich foods: Adding vegetables, fruits, and whole grains
to your meals promotes satiety and aids digestion, keep-
ing hunger at bay.   Prioritise protein: Foods like lentils,
eggs, chicken, and tofu keep you feeling full and support
muscle preservation during weight loss.  Stay hydrated:
Drinking water before meals can reduce calorie intake,
while staying hydrated supports metabolism   Limit high-
calorie, low-nutrient foods: Minimise sugar, fried foods,
and processed items to avoid consuming empty
calories.Dr Preeti Seth, founder and CEO of Pachouli
Aesthetics and Wellness, says, “Extreme calorie restric-
tion is not the answer. While it may lead to quick weight
loss, it often results in nutritional deficiencies, weakened
immunity, and hair or skin issues. A balanced diet that
includes complex carbohydrates, healthy fats, and pro-
tein is crucial for sustainable weight loss.”

Stress and weight loss: A deeper lookStress has long
been linked to weight gain, with numerous studies rein-
forcing its impact (social media and Bollywood suggest it
too). According to research published in Obesity Reviews,
chronic stress triggers elevated cortisol levels, which in-
crease appetite, promotes fat storage (especially around
the abdomen), and can even lead to unhealthy food
cravings.Dr Sujith, the functional medicine specialist and
senior medical officer at Vieroots Biohack Centre, explains,
"Stress does not directly cause weight gain; however,
obesity can increase sensitivity to stress. When an obese
individual experiences stress, their body releases excess
cortisol, triggering the mobilisation of polyunsaturated fatty
acids (PUFAs) into the bloodstream. This creates a feed-
back loop that amplifies stress responses."

Furthermore, a study by the American Psychological
Association found that individuals under chronic stress
are more likely to engage in emotional eating, turning to
high-calorie comfort foods. This behaviour disrupts calo-
rie balance, leading to weight gain.Managing stress is
not a stand-alone solution but an integral part of a broader
weight-loss strategy. Dr Sujith emphasises the need for
"a holistic approach that includes addressing stress, fol-
lowing a balanced diet, and improving gut health to break
the cycle of stress and obesity effectively."Stress man-
agement techniques, such as mindfulness, yoga, and
ensuring adequate sleep, can help regulate cortisol lev-
els. Simple lifestyle changes - like deep breathing exer-
cises, walking in nature, or reducing screen time before
bed - also contribute to better stress control.The combina-
tion of a balanced diet and regular exercise creates a
synergy that accelerates weight loss while enhancing
overall health. Exercise burns additional calories and
supports muscle growth, while diet ensures you’re fuel-
ling your body with the nutrients it needs to recover and
thrive.

A couple of days ago, a piece of information shocked
chocolate connoisseurs worldwide. To settle a class ac-
tion lawsuit, Swiss chocolatier Lindt & Sprungli - a choco-
late lover's favourite - admitted that their products may not
be “expertly crafted” after all and could contain heavy
metals like lead and cadmium.A few weeks ago, grab-
bing a chocolate bar was as casual as it could get. But
who would have thought that a simple treat could pose
potential health risks? Experts have long touted dark
chocolate as a great source of antioxidants, so this rev-
elation came as a surprise. Perhaps it’s a reminder of why
it’s more important than ever to stay aware of what we put
into our bodies.

While our love for Swiss and Belgian chocolates may
linger for years to come (and may never die), it’s worth
taking a moment to look closer to home. The Indian choco-
late scene is undergoing a serious transformation, and
you should take a moment to witness, love and
celebrate."Mind share comes before market share," says
Vikas Temani, founder of Paul and Mike (farm-to-bar
chocolates). For him, it’s not just a marketing mantra - it’s
the heart of a growing revolution in India's chocolate in-
dustry. Over the past decade, the market has quietly
shifted. Once dominated by mass-produced brands like
Cadbury, it’s now thriving with homegrown, craft choco-
late makers like Temani and others who are carving out a
niche and reshaping how we experience cocoa in its best
form.

For decades, cocoa farming in India was a low-mar-
gin business, dominated by bulk buyers with little regard
for quality. But in the last ten years, a new breed of
chocolatiers has emerged - crafting bean-to-bar choco-
lates that rival global brands are putting Indian cocoa on
the world map.From hand-harvested beans in the south-
ern states to elegantly packaged bars in luxury stores,
these craft chocolate makers are reshaping how Indians
indulge in chocolate.A new wave of chocolate makersBack
in 2015, India barely had any bean-to-bar chocolate mak-
ers. According to Karthikeyan Palaniswamy, founder of
Soklet, brands like Naviluna and Mason & Co. were
amongst the first to emerge around 2012-2015. These
early players disrupted a market where nearly 90 per cent
of Indian cocoa production was controlled by just two com-
panies - Campa and Cadbury.“They essentially functioned
like a cartel,” says Palaniswamy. “Farmers had no say in
pricing, as domestic cocoa production was minuscule and
couldn’t meet local demand.”The reason, he mentions,
behind this was because India was a net importer of co-
coa beans.“The domestic production was minuscule and
couldn’t even meet the local demand. With just two major
buyers in the market, there was little competition. The price
difference between the two buyers during the season was
negligible. Farmers got the same price irrespective of the
bean's quality, fermentation, drying, or sorting,” he
adds.Fast forward to today, and the landscape looks very
different. Craft chocolate brands have not only created
new demand but also helped farmers improve post-har-
vest processes, such as fermentation and drying.Why In-
dian craft chocolate is gaining traction

For years, luxury chocolates were synonymous with
global giants like Lindt and Ferrero Rocher. However, a
shift in consumer preferences is driving growth for local
craft brands.“Consumers are becoming more aspirational
across categories, from cars to coffee—and now choco-
lates,” explains Temani. “People are looking beyond
Ferrero Rocher and Cadbury for something better.”But
it’s not just about aspiration. The desire for quality,
sustainability, and healthier options is playing a signifi-
cant role. Urban consumers, in particular, are becoming
more informed about what they consume.Each choco-
late is crafted with a lot of precision at Manam Chocolate
Karkhana. “Health consciousness is a major driver,” says
Palaniswamy. “Consumers today want products that are
natural, minimally processed, and free of harmful addi-
tives. This aligns well with what craft chocolate brands
offer.”Many consumers today are very conscious of the
carbon footprint of the products they buy and are unwill-
ing to compromise on this. Take, for example, the cocoa
sourced from Africa, which is then processed into choco-
late in Switzerland before eventually landing on your su-
permarket shelf. That’s a journey of thousands of
kilometres, contributing significantly to the carbon foot-
print. This growing awareness is one of the reasons why
homegrown craft chocolates are gaining a better re-
sponse - they offer a more sustainable alternative.How
farmers benefit from the chainChaitanya Muppala, co-
founder of Hyderabad-based Manam Chocolate, doesn’t
like his brand to be associated with the cliché term bean-
to-bar because he believes the journey begins much
before, with the genetics of the cacao trees, the soil, and
the fermentation process.The brand works with over 150
farmers, providing them with education on soil manage-
ment and cultivation techniques to increase yield and
quality.Breaking of cacao pods by workers at Distinct
Origins Cacao Fermentery in West Godavari District
owned by Manam Chocolate.

“We actually work very closely with over 150 farm-
ers and have developed a new model around cacao pro-
curement. We don’t just buy the beans from farmers, but
we actively collaborate with them on genetic selection,
farming practices, soil management, and all other factors
that contribute to creating complex, flavourful cacao. For
us, chocolate making begins on the farm, not with the
bean,” he explains.In July this year, Manam Chocolate
was featured on TIME's list of the World’s Greatest Places,
becoming the first Indian craft chocolate brand to achieve
this recognition.Indian craft chocolate makers are creat-
ing a positive impact on farmers by establishing direct,
fair relationships and promoting sustainable farming prac-
tices. This has also helped farmers get a fair price for
their produce and hard work which was earlier not even
considered by the big players as the yields were bought
by industries at throwaway prices.“We pay a fair price to
farmers — unlike industrial chocolate, which compen-
sates farmers poorly. In our system, farmers get around
25-30 per cent of the profit, whereas in the global value
chain, only about 6 per cent goes to them,” states
Chaitanya.Dr Arun Viswanathan SK is the founder and
CEO of Chitram Craft Chocolates based in Coimbatore,
another brand taking the Indian chocolate game a notch
higher. He mentions that one thing that each brand is
trying to work towards is collaborating with farmers who
have not been associated with or supported by any big
brand.“For instance, we work with a farmer from a region
called Pachamalai in Tamil Nadu. Not many people know
that cocoa is grown there. Our motive is more towards
reaching out to those farmers and improving their fer-
mentation practices to develop better products, helping
them reach the bigger market. For us, it's about giving
customers another opportunity to choose a lesser-known
region.

Detox bars, IV drips: Indian
wedding hangovers get a swanky cure

Wedding planners
and modern couples have
introduced the ultimate an-
tidote to keep the wedding
festivities alive the morning
after the party: detox bars
and IV drips.The morning
after a night of a wild cock-
tail bash is inevitably about
a bad hangover and a re-
gretful headache. Not any-
more, though.Wedding
planners and modern
couples have introduced
the ultimate antidote to
keep the wedding festivities
alive the morning after the
party: detox bars. From
fresh juices to wellness
drinks and even IV drips,
these detox bars offer ev-
erything needed to cure a
hangover.Just like a chaat
corner or a wedding
favours stall, detox bars are
a dedicated space at the
venue to help you recover
from the effects of alcohol.

“Indian weddings are
known for being grand and
indulgent, but now, couples
are looking to balance all
that fun with wellness
touches. Detox bars add a
thoughtful twist, something
modern and unique that
makes guests feel cared
for. It’s a trend we’re see-
ing more and more, espe-
cially at weddings that
want to stand out,” says
Reshma Ramaiah, co-
founder, director, and part-
ner for US Operations at
luxury wedding planning
company Resh&Co.“Detox
bars play a crucial role, es-

pecially at destination wed-
dings, where multiple func-
tions feature an array of
amazing cocktails. In such
settings, detox bars serve
as a much-needed saviour,”
Ruchin Kohli, director and
founder of Occasion Xperts,
and vice president of North
EEMA (Event and Entertain-
ment Management Associa-
tion of India), tells India
Today.Aesthetics are not a
problem. These detox bars
are often adorned with fresh
fruits, vegetables, lush
greenery, and charming
signage, ensuring top-notch
visual appeal. In fact, they
often double as another
Instagram-worthy spot at the
wedding.

“You’ll usually find in-
fused waters with fruits and
herbs, fresh juices, electro-
lyte drinks, natural or
flavoured options for quick
rehydration, and maybe
even wellness shots like

apple cider vinegar and
chlorophyll shots,” Reshma
Ramaiah shares.Some
couples take it a step further
with rose or lavender-in-
fused teas for a touch of
luxury, or healthy
smoothies. The idea is to
essentially create a space
where guests can recharge
in style.These shots aren’t
just popular at weddings;
they’ve also become a trend
at corporate offsite gather-
ings, helping individuals
feel refreshed the next day,”
says Ruchin Kohli“A detox
bar should look beautiful -
imagine fresh fruits, vibrant
drinks, and maybe even
some flowers or greenery to
tie it into the wedding
theme. Variety is key too; of-
fering a mix of juices, wa-
ters, and other options en-
sures there’s something for
everyone,” suggests
Reshma.

You can also add in-
teractive elements, like a
make-your-own smoothie
station, to make it a more fun
experience for guests.Not
just morning functions,
these detox bars work just
as well for late-night
parties.“Detox bars have
also become a kind of ex-
tension to main bars, allow-
ing people to take wellness
shots before they go to
sleep,” Kohli shares.

What’s the buzz about
IV drips?IV drips – intrave-
nous infusions meant to de-
liver a mix of antioxidants,
vitamins, and minerals
straight into the bloodstream
for health benefits – have
also made their way to wed-
dings. Popular for boosting
health and providing an in-
stant glow, these drips are
increasingly seen as quick
fixes to cure hangovers at
weddings.

A move that endangers the right to vote
The Election Commission of India (ECI)’s renewed

push to link Aadhaar with voter ID endangers the right to
vote. It is being justified as a measure to clean electoral
rolls, eliminate bogus voters, and improve electoral in-
tegrity. Yet, experience and data show that Aadhaar link-
age has resulted in mass disenfranchisement, systemic
errors, exclusions, arbitrary welfare disentitlements, and
far-reaching infringements on the fundamental right to
privacy of citizens.

Questionable claimsThe claim that Aadhaar-voter
ID linkage is voluntary is questionable. Presently, Form
6B offers no meaningful opt-out — voters must either
submit their Aadhaar number or declare they do not have
one, coercing even those unwilling to share it into com-
pliance. Unsurprisingly, by September 2023, over 66
crore Aadhaar numbers had already been seeded. This
was enabled not only by a coercive legal framework but
also by data-sharing practices of questionable legality
and constitutional, ethical propriety. These included the
use of the DBT Seeding Data Viewer, which permits third-
party access to non-biometric identity data held by UIDAI,
as well as the repurposing of data collected for the Na-
tional Population Register and by other government de-
partments for unrelated administrative purposes.The
ECI’s latest proposal fails to rectify this position. On the
contrary, it makes the process more restrictive by requir-
ing citizen-voters who do not provide Aadhaar to physi-
cally appear before an Electoral Registration Officer to
justify their decision. In 2023, in G. Niranjan v. Election
Commission of India, the ECI had assured the Supreme
Court that Aadhaar-voter ID linkage is not mandatory
and that appropriate clarifications would be introduced
for that purpose; its latest proposal walks back on this
commitment.

The new proposal also erodes the commitment to
universal and equal suffrage by imposing barriers on
those unwilling or unable to furnish Aadhaar. It places a
disproportionate burden on the elderly, persons with dis-
abilities, migrant workers, and individuals in remote ar-
eas for whom attending an in-person hearing before the
Electoral Registration Officer is often neither practical
nor reasonable. This not only compromises individual
dignity but also diminishes the trust that is foundational
to democratic participation.The problem is further exac-
erbated by the lack of a clear, accessible, and time-bound
appellate mechanism for the citizen-voter, if their justifi-
cation for not submitting Aadhaar is arbitrarily rejected.
The Supreme Court, in Lal Babu Hussein and Others v.
Electoral Registration Officer (1995), unequivocally held
that any decision to delete a name from the electoral roll
must comply with the principles of procedural fairness
and natural justice.The Union government and the ECI
argue that Aadhaar-voter ID linkage will eliminate dupli-
cate voters and electoral fraud. However, this claim does

not withstand scrutiny. Aadhaar was never designed to
serve as proof of citizenship. Section 9 of the Aadhaar
Act, 2016, explicitly states that Aadhaar is a residency-
based identification system, which means that an Aadhaar
holder may not necessarily be an Indian citizen. Multiple
High Courts have ruled that Aadhaar is not proof of In-
dian citizenship. The UIDAI itself has affirmed that even
non-citizens residing in India for 182 days are eligible for
Aadhaar. Importantly, the Supreme Court in Justice K.S.
Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India (2018) had limited
the use of Aadhaar for welfare programmes paid out of
the Consolidated Fund of India per Section 7 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016.

By linking Aadhaar with the voter ID, the ECI is cre-
ating a mechanism that introduces an unreliable filter
into the electoral process, risks mass disenfranchisement
of citizen-voters, and eroding the sanctity of universal
suffrage and democratic participation guaranteed by the
Constitution. These dangers are not hypothetical; they
have been documented. In 2015, the ECI attempted a
similar Aadhaar-voter ID linkage under the National Elec-
toral Roll Purification and Authentication Programme. As
a result, in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh alone, 55
lakh voters were arbitrarily removed from electoral rolls
due to Aadhaar mismatches. Voters discovered their
names missing only when they arrived at polling stations
on election day. The ECI was forced to abandon the ex-
ercise after the Supreme Court issued a stay through its
August 11, 2015 order.

Aadhaar-voter ID linkage also poses a severe risk
of dragnet surveillance and voter profiling. The Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, contains sweeping
exemptions for government entities, raising the possibil-
ity that voter data could be accessed and exploited for
political purposes. Once Aadhaar is linked to voter IDs, it
becomes possible to cross-reference electoral data with
other databases, allowing ruling parties to monitor voter
demographics. The implications are concerning. Politi-
cal actors could use this data to micro-target voters, sup-
press opposition strongholds, or even manipulate elec-
toral rolls to achieve predetermined

Lindt, who? Indian craft chocolates are
stealing the show one bar at a time
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PV Sindhu, Vinesh Phogat, Neeraj Chopra:
Thank Facebook for their Man

The day Tejaswin Shankar’s knee flared up at the
2026 Commonwealth Games, his first instinct wasn’t to
call his coach. It was to find Wayne Lombard.Shankar
had just pulled out of the high jump, terrified that a familiar
patellar tendon problem had suddenly become something
much worse. That night, his mind went to dark places. The
next morning, he reached out to Lombard.Shankar even-
tually completed the decathlon, won a bronze and made
history as the first Indian to win a CWG medal in the event.
But the episode offered a glimpse into the peculiar posi-
tion Lombard occupies in Indian sport. He isn’t just the
strength and conditioning coach who prescribes exercises
or the sports scientist who studies numbers. He is the
person athletes call when they are frightened by what
their bodies might be telling them.PV Sindhu has worked
with him across Olympic cycles and, after another injury-
hit spell, brought him back on her team last year. Murali
Sreeshankar credits Lombard’s programmes for playing
‘a massive role’ in his comeback from a career-threaten-
ing knee injury. And when Sjoerd Marijne returned as
head coach of the women’s hockey team this year, one of
his conditions before accepting the offer was to have
Lombard on his team.Around 30 elite Indian athletes, ac-
cording to Lombard’s count, now train under or work
closely with the South African. The list is a who’s who. The
trust behind it is even more extraordinary. Because
Lombard did not arrive in India as some grand high-per-
formance visionary with a masterplan to transform Indian
sport.Lombard was a cricketer in South Africa, good
enough to play a couple of first-class matches but realistic
enough to know where his game was taking him. “I wasn’t
good enough to take the next step,” he says.So, he began
studying sports management at an academy in Durban.
Then sports science took hold. A three-year undergradu-
ate degree became an honours year in biokinetics — re-
habilitation, return-to-play and the mechanics of getting
injured bodies back to competition. Then came the ap-
prenticeship that gave him the foundations for everything
that followed: an internship at the High Performance Cen-
tre associated with the Sports Science Institute of South
Africa. “That’s where my journey really started,” he says.

In 2016, when Wayne Lombard first landed in India,
he started working with three young athletes about to be-
come some of the most recognisable names in Indian
sport: Neeraj Chopra, Vinesh Phogat and Tejaswin
Shankar. (Photo: Hockey India) In 2016, when Wayne
Lombard first landed in India, he started working with three
young athletes about to become some of the most

recognisable names in Indian sport: Neeraj Chopra,
Vinesh Phogat and Tejaswin Shankar. Lombard got his
PhD. He went to China and returned to South Africa. And
then, while looking for his next opportunity, a Facebook
message appeared from Donovan Pillay, then head of
science at JSW Sport. Would he be interested in coming
to India to work at the Inspire Institute of Sport? There was
a decent chance Lombard never saw the message. “I
never check it.”The year is 2016. Lombard has just landed
in India and encounters three young athletes about to
become some of the most recognisable names in Indian
sport.Neeraj Chopra had just then broken the world un-
der-20 javelin record and was dealing with an elbow prob-
lem. Tejaswin was beginning to emerge in the high jump.
Vinesh Phogat was attempting to rebuild herself after the
injury that had ended her Rio Olympics bid.

With Vinesh, Lombard worked alongside another
South African physio, Sandhya Silal. It was not an easy
introduction.Vinesh was coming off a devastating injury.
She had every reason to be suspicious of anyone telling
her how to rebuild her body. “For us to get the buy-in was
not easy initially,” Lombard says.Then the work started
producing results. “She just bought in, and it was really
easy from there.”Years later, it is telling that Lombard
speaks about Vinesh not in the language of protocols and
exercises, but in the language of trust. That, increasingly,
has become his currency.There is a temptation to make
Lombard’s story about the machinery of modern sport –
force plates, blood profiles, load monitoring and biome-
chanics. Those things matter. But they are not why ath-
letes keep coming back.“You have to understand the emo-
tions,” Lombard says. “They’re just human beings in the
end. You can’t just treat them as these robots that can go
and perform. You need to be good at your job. But if you
are going to be an a*******, no one’s going to want to
listen to you.”Over a decade, he has learnt that the body
arriving at an elite programme often carries a much longer
history. Many Indian athletes come from modest back-
grounds, some with nutritional deficiencies accumulated
while growing up.

“The malnutrition that happens at a young age is
quite a problem,” Lombard says. “If we could address that
at a very young age, I think that would set these athletes
up at the national level a lot better. And a lot of our over-
use-type injuries will change if we change the nutrition
profile at a very young age.”Hockey demands repeated
high-speed running. Badminton is built around violent
acceleration, deceleration and changes of direction. And
then there is Tejaswin, the Asiad gold prospect for whom
Lombard has to prepare one body for 10 events.“He needs
to have a really strong upper body. He needs to be fit
because he needs to run the 1,500. He needs to be able
to sprint,” Lombard says.The method changes with the
sport. So does the athlete. What remains constant is the
relationship.With Sindhu, for instance, the work is increas-
ingly data-driven, measuring movement, jumping and
training loads.

Shooter Esha Singh’s scintillating 2026 form
puts her in line for Asiad success

Esha Singh walks into the Asian Games at Aichi-
Nagoya the world no 1 in the women’s 25m pistol, and
world no 2 in the women’s 10m air pistol event. At 21, the
Indian shooter has already tasted success at the Asian
Games, winning two individual silver medals and a team
gold in Hangzhou. Her scintillating form over the last 18
months point to a repeat of her Hangzhou heroics – 25m
World Championship bronze medal, two World Cup titles,
a world record score of 43 – Esha has been near unstop-
pable. As if the 25m dominance wasn’t enough, she added
a 10m World Cup silver medal won in Munich this year as
well.

“In the last Asian Games, Esha went and won the
silver medals in both individual events as well the gold
and silver in team. There will be higher expectations this
time and as a human being, Esha will know it in the back
of her mind too. The important thing is such things are
bound to happen and we train accordingly. There is no
magic pill to forget but then training and focus means you
cut out the noise. If one follows what he/she has prac-
ticed, results will follow,” says Ronak Pandit, Indian shoot-
ing High Performance Manager and Technical Director
and Singh’s coach.In Japan, Asia’s best will be present.
Pistol shooting enjoys a strong Asian presence – Paris
Olympics 10m air pistol champion Oh Ye-jin of Korea and
10m air pistol world champion and 25m world silver med-
allist Yao Qianxun from China will also be competing in
both the events. Singh will also see the ever-present chal-
lenge from Paris Olympic double-medallist Manu Bhaker
in both the events apart from the gauntlet thrown down by
world no 3 and three-time World Cup champion Suruchi
Phogat in the 10m event.Quality field

That path to gold gets further complicated as Tokyo
Olympics mixed team champion and Individual silver med-
allist Jiang Ranxin will also be among the 10m pistol field
apart from Paris Olympics champion Yang Ji-in of Korea
and Paris Olympics silver medallist Xiao Jiaruixuan of
China being the title contenders in the 25m event. In Cairo,
Singh had won the bronze with Ji-in winning the title and
Qianxun winning the silver. In the World Cup in Munich
this year, Singh won the title in the 25m final as well a
silver behind Phogat in 10m pistol, with her competing in

a field including Ji-in and former world champion Doreen
Vennekemp of Germany in the 25m and Yiyao and Lon-
don Olympics silver medallist Celine Goberville of France
in the 10m.Her 25m title in Munich came when she broke
the previous world score of 42 set by Ye-ji before she won
the silver in the 10m event two days later. Singh had talked
about how she competes with herself and does not think
about her opponents. “I don’t really see who is standing
besides me or the names who are in the final and I just
aim to focus on my thoughts and my process and that’s
what I did. 25m pistol is definitely a challenging game.
The whole dynamics are a bit different and since there
are no decimals, it’s a very tight game,” Singh had said
earlier.Since 2025, Singh has made it to the four finals in
25m and three 10m finals in ISSF World Cups. Pandit
talks about how the 21-year-old has maintained the
balance.The starting sequence with the gun for both re-
mains the same. So that lessens one variable. But then
maintaining the right balance is tricky.

When you find one event easier or do well, then you
train more in that. It’s like if one is good in science, then he
will give it more time as compared to if he is average in
maths or vice versa.It cannot be a 50-50 balance but we
compensate by doing live fire in one event and dry fire in
another during training. 25m is about the ability to lift more
consistently as well as the continuity of trigger. In 10m,
Esha is technically very strong. So we have been working
on the tactical part. She is an aggressive triggering shooter
and does not overthink.” says Pandit.Over the last few
months, Pandit has been re-enforcing only one thing in
Esha’s shooting. “When she made the world record, we
did not even talk about it.

Ganges Grandmasters advance to
GCL final after dramatic finish

Hyderabad: Ganges Grandmasters advanced to the
finals of the Global Chess League (GCL), a joint initiative
of Tech Mahindra and FIDE, in Bengaluru on Saturday
despite losing to PBG Alaskan Knights, while Alpine APL
Pipers will have to wait for the final league match to know
their fate after the defending champions went down to
Triveni Continental Kings.Both Alpine APL Pipers and
Ganges Grandmasters went into their final round-robin
matches with 18 match points, and a win against teams at
the bottom of the standings would have been enough for
them to ensure a place in the final.

However, two-time champions Triveni Continental
Kings threw the race for the final wide open as they be-
came the first team in Season 4 to win both their matches
against the Pipers, winning 11-6 in the first match of the
day. Their loss meant that Ganges Grandmasters needed
to score just one game point against PBG Alaskan Knights

with the black pieces to advance to the final on a better
game-point score.That target was achieved after Ian
Nepomniachtchi drew against Viswanathan Anand on the
icon board and Stavroula Tsolakidou defeated Nino
Batsiashvili to put the Grandmasters ahead.But Player of
the Match Abhimanyu Mishra got the better of Luke Leon
Mendonca in 32 moves on the prodigy board, while Grand-
masters’ Leinier Dominguez Perez lost on time in a time
scramble after knocking off a few pieces while trying to
play quickly.Earlier, Alpine APL Pipers looked on course
in the opening minutes of the match before Aravindh
Chithambaram began tightening the noose around Vidit
Gujrathi’s white king. Despite a time scramble in the
endgame, Aravindh managed to convert the position and
won the match in 36 moves.But it was Alireza Firouzja
who ultimately put the brakes on the Pipers’ march as the
Frenchman forced world No. 1 Magnus Carlsen to resign
after 49 moves. This was Carlsen’s first loss in the compe-
tition and Firouzja’s first win, keeping alive his team’s hopes
of at least making it to the third-place playoff.Volodar
Murzin’s win over Pranav V on the prodigy board meant
that the Pipers at least scored six points and kept their
chances of making it to the final alive.“It was a good game
and after a sharp opening I found some good moves and
when we went through time trouble, I managed to put
pressure and win the game. As a team, we played very
well today and made it difficult for them to win (the title) for
the second time,” said Firouzja.FYERS American Knights
can pip the Pipers for the final spot if they beat CheQ
Mumba Masters in the final league game and score at
least nine game points.

Sahithi Varshini earns third WGM norm,
becomes Woman Grandmaster

Hyderabad: The wait has finally ended for Sahithi
Varshini.The gifted chess player from Visakhapatnam, the
City of Destiny, kept her date with destiny by earning the
significant third and final WGM norm to become a Woman
Grandmaster.By securing her third and final WGM norm
in the recently concluded international tournament in Eu-
rope, she completed all the requirements for the
title.Sahithi produced an outstanding performance in the
latest tournament. She finished runner-up with six points
from nine rounds and recorded a 2408 performance rat-
ing. Her victories over strong opponents IM Neelash Saha
and Vedant Panesar were among the highlights of her
performance. Competing on equal terms with highly rated
players and securing crucial victories demonstrated
Sahithi’s steadily improving strength.With this perfor-
mance, Sahithi’s live classical rating has reached 2324.In
recent months, Sahithi has shown significant progress in
her performances. At the Juraflore International Chess
Tournament in France, she excelled in a strong interna-
tional field and was named Best Woman Player. Compet-
ing against four IMs and one GM, she demonstrated her
strength by securing victories against strong opponents.

Sahithi continued her impressive run at the Kanizsa
Open 2026 in Hungary. She scored 5 points in 9 rounds,
recorded a 2429 performance rating, and secured her
second WGM norm. Her victories over GM Yeshaayahu
Tzidkiya, rated 2492, and IM Sahib Singh, rated 2354,
were particularly noteworthy.Thus, after consistently de-
livering strong performances against tough international
opponents, Sahithi secured her third WGM norm and be-
came eligible for the WGM title. She had previously earned
the Woman International Master (WIM) titles and is also
recognised as the first woman chess player from
Visakhapatnam to earn the WIM title.Sahithi displayed
exceptional talent in chess from a young age. She won
Asian Under-10 and Under-12 titles, besides securing a
Commonwealth Under-10 gold medal. She has also rep-
resented the Indian team at the Chess Olympiad. Her con-
sistent performances at the international level have helped
her steadily improve both her rating and playing
strength.Her father and coach, M. Lokeswara Rao, has
played a crucial role in Sahithi’s chess journey. He has

trained and guided her from a young age, helping her
develop into a player capable of competing at the interna-
tional level.“The WGM title marks another significant mile-
stone in Sahithi Varshini’s chess journey and a new be-
ginning towards greater heights,” the proud father said.“As
a WGM, Sahithi will continue her international chess jour-
ney with the ambition of achieving the prestigious Grand-
master (GM) title and reaching even greater heights in the
world of chess,” he said.

Railway beat Police 4-1 to clinch
Hockey India senior men’s title

Hyderabad: Railway Sports Promotion Board (RSPB)
scored a 4-1 win over All India Police Sports Control Board
to emerge champions of the 6th Hockey India Senior Men
Inter-Department National Championship 2026 at the
Gachibowli Hockey Complex here on Monday.Railway,
who had remained unbeaten throughout the tournament,
once again displayed their class in the final. They showed
no mercy to the Police team, who had also enjoyed a
good run in the championship. Police, who had defeated
last year’s runners-up Comptroller & Auditor General of
India (CAG) in the semifinal, were unable to reproduce
the same quality of play.

Though Police managed to run the Railway team
ragged in the first half of the final, they faded after the
break as Railway steamrolled to the title.The first half was
a tough contest, with Police matching the Railway team
and keeping them on a tight leash. It took Railway almost

20 minutes to find the opening goal. Atul Deep struck in
the 20th minute to put his side 1-0 up as Railway went into
the break with the lead.

Upon resumption, Police began making their moves
and one such raid resulted in a goal. Shubham equalised
for the Police team in the 36th minute but, thereafter, they
could do little to stop Railway from running away with the
championship title.Railway responded immediately as
Rohit Rohit struck in the 36th minute to restore the lead.
Thereafter, it was Amandeep Lakra who ensured the game
remained in Railway’s control. He scored a brace within a
minute to give Railway a 4-1 lead. Amandeep scored both
goals off penalty corners in the 41st and 42nd
minutes.Police tried their best to come back into the game
in the final quarter but were unable to breach the Railway
defence. Railway’s Atul Deep had earned a green card in
the 14th minute, while Rohit Rohit was shown

Varun Chakaravarthy ruled out of
Afghanistan T20Is, doubtful for Asian Games

India spinner Varun Chakaravarthy has been ruled
out of the remaining two T20Is against Afghanistan with a
side strain, with his participation in the upcoming Asian
Games also under the cloud. The 35-year-old, who re-
turned to the Indian team after spending two months on
the sidelines due to a hamstring injury, had been at the
BCCI’s Centre of Excellence undergoing rehab and was
cleared to play the Afghanistan series.The Indian Express
understands that Varun has been told to report to the CoE
immediately for further tests after he complained of a side
strain at the conclusion of Sunday’s first T20I in Delhi on
Sunday. With the Indian team set to leave for the Asian
Games in Japan on September 18, his availability remains
unclear at this stage, with a decision expected only after
the medical team takes further tests. It is understood that
the Indian team management has also taken aback by
Varun’s latest injury as prior to the series, he had cleared
the fitness test at the CoE.

CoE under spotlightVarun’s injury puts the focus
back again on the CoE. This isn’t the first instance of a
player returning after rehab and again getting injured.
During the UK tour, pacer Harshit Rana suffered a ham-
string injury and was sent back to India, where he has
been undergoing rehab. And during the rehab process,
he suffered a rectus femoris strain during the match simu-
lation for his inclusion in the team for the T20Is against
Afghanistan and the Asian Games. Yash Thakur was
named his replacement after he was ruled out.

Earlier this year, he injured his toe during the IPL
and underwent a rehab programme at the CoE before
joining the T20I squad for the tour of the UK. However,
like Rana, he also picked up a hamstring injury and spent
two months on the sidelines recovering and working on
his fitness.Before his comeback to the Indian team, Varun
also played a game for Dindigul Dragons in the Tamil
Nadu Premier League. He was eventually cleared to play
the Afghanistan series, but during the outing at Kotla,
where India won by 7 seven wickets, he is understood to
have picked up a side strain.Having struggled off-late with
the ball since the T20 World Cup, Varun appeared to have
found his form back in the first T20I against Afghanistan,
where in the four overs he conceded only 16 runs and
picked up one wicket. Speaking of his comeback after the
game, Varun said, “Look, injuries are very common for all
sportspeople and it just shows that we are working, we
are giving our best. Sometimes we push beyond our lim-
its and that is when the body gives in. So, that is when we
have to take a step back and work better and come back
stronger.”Varun, will now head back to the CoE, with a
slim chance of making it to the Asian Games. Defending
champions India play their first match on September 28
and the chances of Varun recovering in time for the event
looks far-fetched as things stand.If Varun is ruled out, In-
dia may bring Kuldeep Yadav, who is currently playing
county cricket for Yorkshire, back into the fold as they
already have Axar Patel and Washington Sundar as their
spinners.

Chess Olympiad 2026
countdown marked with

 ceremonial torch handover
Hyderabad: The official countdown for the Chess

Olympiad 2026 in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, was marked
with the handing over of the ceremonial torch bearing the
Olympiad flame by FIDE Interim President
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‘I literally have to snatch phones’: Kareena
Kapoor on device rule for Taimur and Jeh

Actor couple Kareena Kapoor Khan and Saif Ali Khan
have often spoken about the different roles they play as
parents to their sons, Taimur (9) and Jeh (5). While
Kareena tends to be the stricter parent, Saif is more re-
laxed and playful with the children. At the 16th edition of
Expresso, the Jab We Met actor spoke about how she
gets “hyper” when it comes to her children’s screen
time.When asked about Taimur and Jeh’s usage of de-

vices such as laptops and mobile phones, Kareena said,
“They do not have access to phones. Taimur’s nanny has
a phone which he insists is his phone. I said, ‘Its not your
phone.’ He asked if he can tell his friends that it’s his
phone, but I denied. I am hyper about the whole digital
thing, but then he then points out that ‘you and abba also
talk on the phone.’ When they are playing games all day,
I literally have to snatch phones from their hands.”

While Kareena Kapoor tends to panic when her sons
max out their screen-time limits, her husband Saif Ali Khan
is usually the calmer parent, often asking her to relax.
“Saif feels that I am too hyper and I need to relax, but I tell
him that I need to be hyper about this. So, this is the only
thing that we probably argue about. I just want to keep
them still as small as possible… forever,” she said.Kareena
also spoke about the negative impact of technology and
AI, revealing that she feels “paranoid” about how they
could affect her sons. “I want to move with time, but not at
a dangerous level. If it is going to be that, then we have to
find a way around it. Right now, my children are really
small and I am paranoid about it. I am a mother, they are
9 and 5, and certain things about AI disturb me. We need
to find a way – ban certain things and use it for certain
things.”Kareena Kapoor was joined by her Daayra co-
star Prithviraj Sukumaran and the film’s director, Meghna
Gulzar, for the Expresso session at Taj Lands End, Mumbai.
The conversation was moderated by Priyanka Sinha Jha,
Chief Operating Officer, Screen Academy.

Pankaj Tripathi film earns 7x
Haiwaan; beats Bhooth Bangla

Mirzapur Movie Box office Collection day 11: After a
strong opening week marked by phenomenal collections,
director Gurmmeet Singh’s Pankaj Tripathi-led Mirzapur:
The Movie has slowed down at the box office. However,
it’s still faring much better than Priyadarshan’s Haiwaan
and earned more than seven times what the Saif Ali Khan-
Akshay Kumar starrer made on Monday.

Mirzapur total collectionDuring the day, September
14, Mirzapur recorded an India nett collection of Rs 5.50
crore across 7,014 shows, bringing its total domestic earn-
ings to Rs 190.20 crore, according to industry tracker
Sacnilk. Although its Monday earnings marked a 58.5 per
cent dip compared to Sunday (Rs 13.25 crore), the crime
thriller is still holding strong and has thus far grossed Rs
273.64 crore globally.With this, the movie has surpassed
Priyadarshan’s Akshay Kumar starrer Bhooth Bangla (Rs
270.91 crore) as the fourth-highest-grossing Hindi film of
the year. It is currently trailing behind director Vishal
Chaturvedi’s Hanuman Ansh (Rs 277.80 crore).On Mon-
day, Mirzapur witnessed an overall occupancy of 26.82
per cent in the Hindi market. While morning shows
opened at just 12.62 per cent occupancy, the rate fluctu-
ated throughout the day, reaching 30.92 per cent in the
afternoon, dipping slightly to 30.31 per cent in the evening,
and nosediving to 27.85 per cent during night screen-
ings.

Mirzapur vs Haiwaan vs Hanuman AnshHowever,
Mirzapur is performing much better than Haiwaan, which
minted only Rs 70 lakh on the same day, despite marking

its fourth day in theatres.Nevertheless, Hanuman Ansh’s
blockbuster run seems to have significantly hampered
Mirzapur’s prospects. On the same day, marking its 39th
day in cinema halls, the devotional drama earned Rs 8.25
crore, taking its total domestic earnings to Rs 222.88
crore.Also starring Ali Fazal, Divyenndu, Jitendra Kumar,
Ravi Kishan, and Rasika Dugal in key roles, the Pankaj
Tripathi-starrer is based on the widely acclaimed Ama-
zon Prime Video series of the same name and takes the
audience back to an unexplored narrative track set in 2018,
the year the first season premiered.In her review of the
film, SCREEN’s Shubhra Gupta wrote, “I quite enjoyed
Mirzapur: The Movie because it knows how to stay in its
lane, papering over its flabby bits with continual speedy
spurts and an intriguing climax.”

Athletes accuse Sydney Sweeney’s ‘mostly
naked’ ad of ‘sexualising women’ in sports

An advertising campaign featuring American actor
Sydney Sweeney has sparked widespread backlash from
female athletes who say it is sexualising women in
sports.In the ad for the sports prediction market platform
Novig, Sweeney appears with little or no clothing, cover-
ing parts of her body with strategically placed footballs
and other sports apparel. Many female athletes criticised
the ad on social media and called it disrespectful to
women.

‘Infuriating’: Athletes react to Sydney Sweeney’s con-
troversial ad“I can’t describe how infuriated I feel when I
watch this,” four-time Olympic swimming gold medalist
Ariarne Titmus wrote on Instagram. “How do we live in a
world where monetising a woman’s body and sexualising
women’s sport is still a thing?”Check Out | Hanuman Ansh
collection day 39: Neem Karoli Baba film makes 7x
Dhurandhar 2; earns Rs 280 crBritish sprinter Amy Hunt
addressed the actor in a post-race interview with the BBC
on Sunday, September 13, after finishing fourth in the 200
meters at the Ultimate Championship in Budapest, Hun-
gary. “Sydney Sweeney, this is what women in sport look

like,” she said, looking at the camera. “Muscles, hard work,
sweat, blood, tears.”Former US gymnast Gracie Kramer
called the ad infuriating. “I’ve spent my entire life compet-
ing in a sport where female athletes have been
oversexualised, reduced to our bodies, and forced to fight
to be taken seriously for what we can actually do,” she
said on Instagram.Kramer posted stories featuring female
athletes training with the caption: “What a woman in sports
looks like.”Sofie Fella, a Chinese-German rugby player,
said female athletes can be role models for girls and
women because they manage to “untangle” from society’s
ideals of beauty and femininity. “And that’s why that Sydney
Sweeney ad is so disrespectful to every female athlete in
the world,” she said in an Instagram post.

Among others who tore into Sweeney and Novig are
British cyclist Sophie Capewell, Welsh Rugby Union player
Lisa Neumann, English rugby union player Ellie Boat-
man and Australian water polo player Tilly
Kearns.Reacting to the controversy, British public rela-
tions (PR) consultant Mark Borkowski, who has worked
with heavyweights like Soviet and Russian politician
Mikhail Gorbachev and Argentine football legend Diego
Maradona, called the advert “cynical soft porn,” The
Guardian reported.He noted, however, that the row would
eventually benefit Novig, as everyone is now discussing
its name. “Sex still sells. And the outrage, the culture war
argument gets you one thing: enormous reach,” he
said.Borkowski added, “Sweeney will make a lot of money
over a short span of time. But often it is about how your
brand sustains over the years, not in the first flourish. And
this sort of promotion can come back to haunt people.”

Novig CEO responds to backlashHowever, Jacob
Fortinsky, co-founder and CEO of Novig, threw his weight
behind the advert and the actor, saying criticising the
commercial’s purported adult content is unsound because
the sports trading app is restricted to users aged 21 and
older.“Sydney is great at captivating audiences and be-
ing the centre of attention. In some sense, it forces us into
the national discourse,” he reportedly said. He added that
the actor approached Novig, launched last month, about
an equity partnership and helped to craft its
message.ICYMI | Samir Soni got divorced the morning
his debut film role was chopped: ‘Was harder for Neelam’A
publicist for Sweeney, however, didn’t immediately re-
spond to news agency Associated Press’ (AP) request for
comment.

Sydney Sweeney reacts to Novig ad controversyIn
an apparent reference to the criticism, Sweeney over the
weekend posted a series of covers from ESPN The
Magazine’s “Body Issue”, an annual special edition that
showed athletes posing nude or semi-nude in a celebra-
tion of the diversity of bodies.Sweeney, a two-time Emmy
nominee, starred in and produced last year’s Christy,

British sprinter Amy Hunt addressed the actor in a
post-race interview with the BBC on Sunday, Sep-
tember 13, after finishing fourth in the 200 meters
at the Ultimate Championship in Budapest, Hun-
gary. “Sydney Sweeney, this is what women in sport
look like,” she said, looking at the camera. “Muscles,
hard work, sweat, blood, tears.”

Neena Gupta recalls being fired after makers got
Archana Puran Singh: ‘They lied to me’

Neena Gupta has been working in Hindi movies since
the early 1980s, but despite winning a few notable awards,
including the National Film Award, she never got the lime-
light that she felt she deserved in those days. Since tele-
vision was in its infancy at the time, Neena also dabbled
in a few television shows, and landed in the hit 1990s
sitcom, Shriman Shrimati, where one of the leading roles
was played by Archana Puran Singh. In a recent inter-
view, Neena opened up about replacing Archana on the
show as the latter went on her maternity break, but the
makers later unceremoniously fired Neena without inform-
ing her.In a chat with Zoom, Neena recalled the incident
from the hit TV show that aired for almost four years. This
was a weekly show which was led by Archana, Rakesh
Bedi, Reema Lagoo and Jatin Kanakia. “There was a lot
of injustice done to me on Shriman Shrimati,” Neena re-

called and added, “You don’t know what happened to
me! My god!”

Archana was playing the role of Prema Shalini, a
famous film actress, and during her pregnancy, she went
on a maternity break. During this time, the makers hired
Neena as a new character named Sapna, who was treated
as a replacement for Archana’s character. Neena was
brought in under the impression that Archana won’t re-
turn to the show, and that Neena would continue as one
of the leads. “Archana was doing the role. She got preg-
nant and they hired me. I asked them if Archana was com-
ing back after her maternity break. They said, ‘No, she
won’t be coming back’,” Neena recalled and said that she
agreed to be a part of the show.The show was a massive
hit and Neena knew that it was very difficult to replace
someone who was successfully playing a particular role.
Despite the challenge, she agreed. “When a show is a
hit… And Archana is such a good actor… It’s very difficult
to replace such an actor. People don’t accept you so eas-
ily. I took the challenge.”Neena was a part of 22 episodes
of the show, and one day, she learnt that the makers had
replaced her. When she was hanging out with a friend in
Delhi, they got a call from Rakesh, who was her co-star on
the show. Rakesh informed them that they were going to
shoot the next day, and Neena was shocked to learn that
no one from the production had informed her about it. “My
friend asked if my role was even there anymore. Without
telling me, they got Archana back. Such things also hap-
pen,” she recalled

“The producer and director were at fault here. They
must have known that Archana would come back, but
they told me otherwise because they must have thought
that I wouldn’t take it up if I knew that Archana would come
back. They lied to me. This is the first time that I am talking
about it,” she said.Archana rejoined the show after her
maternity break and continued to be a part of Shriman
Shrimati until the show’s end in 1997. The show aired on
Doordarshan and was produced by Adhikari Brothers.In
2005, the show was rebooted on SAB under the title Aaj
Ke Shrimaan Shrimati. In 2018, there was another reboot
titled, Shrimaan Shrimati Phir Se. Both the reboots had
different cast. And TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par Hain was also
said to be inspired by Shriman Shrimati.

Tom Holland, Zendaya to have official wedding
ceremony after Dune 3, claims stylist Law Roach
Tom Holland and Zendaya attended their first Emmy

Awards together on Monday night in Los Angeles. Hol-
land accompanied Zendaya as she was nominated for
her lead role of Rue Bennett for the third and final season
of HBO’s psychological drama show Euphoria. At the
event, Zendaya’s long-time stylist Law Roach retracted
his previous statement about the couple’s wedding, and
said that the official ceremony will take place later this
year.

Tom Holland, Zendaya not married yet?
At the red carpet of the Emmy Awards 2026, Law

Roach retracted his statement from March and said that
he had “lied” and that back then, Zendaya “wasn’t
married.”“I actually lied. She wasn’t married. They actu-
ally haven’t had an official ceremony yet,” said Roach, as
per Variety. He did not specify when the couple got le-
gally married. Roach then spilled the beans on when the
nuptials may finally happen. “It’s gonna happen after the
Dune press tour,” claimed the stylist, adding, “She’s been
his wife for a really long time now, but it’s not official
yet.”Law Roach previously confirmed their weddingAt the
2026 Actor Awards in March, Law Roach claimed on the
red carpet that Tom Holland and Zendaya were already
married. He said, “The wedding has already happened,”
teasing further, “You missed it.”

Tom Holland and Zendaya’s relationshipTom and
Zendaya began dating almost a decade ago on the sets
of Jon Watts’ 2017 superhero movie Spider-Man: Home-
coming, in which they played the lead couple of Peter
Parker and MJ respectively. Since then, they’ve shared
screen space in the sequels — Spider-Man: Far From

Home (2019), Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021), and
most recently, Spider-Man: Brand New Day earlier this
year.This year has been special because the couple were
also seen touring across the globe together for Christo-
pher Nolan’s blockbuster action adventure fantasy film
The Odyssey. However, they don’t have any scenes to-
gether in the film. Zendaya has had a busier year though
— also having starred in the final season of Euphoria and
Kristoffer Borgli’s romantic dark comedy The Drama op-
posite Robert Pattinson.Zendaya will wrap up 2026 with
reprising the role of Chani in Denis Villeneuve’s sci-fi ac-
tion film Dune: Part Three opposite Timothee Chalamet,
which is slated to release in cinemas on December 18. If
Roach’s claims turn out to be true this time, Zendaya and
Tom Holland may finally end up having their wedding
ceremony after that, either around Christmas by the end
of the year or early next year.

Neem Karoli Baba film makes 7x
Dhurandhar 2; earns Rs 280 cr

Hanuman Ansh Box Office Collection Day 39: Direc-
tor Vishal Chaturvedi’s Hanuman Ansh, based on the life
of Neem Karoli Baba, is making up for its lacklustre open-
ing weeks, when it earned as little as Rs 5 lakh on some
days. Now, despite inching closer to completing 50 days
in theatres, a feat not many Indian movies achieve these
days, the devotional drama is holding strong at the box
office, minting over Rs 8 crore even on weekdays.

Hanuman Ansh total collectionOn its sixth Monday
in theatres, Hanuman Ansh earned more than seven times
what director Aditya Dhar’s Ranveer Singh-starrer
Dhurandhar: The Revenge made on the corresponding
day. On Monday, the devotional drama recorded an India
nett collection of Rs 8.25 crore across 9,198 shows, tak-
ing its total domestic earnings to Rs 222.88 crore, accord-
ing to industry tracker Sacnilk. Its worldwide gross now
stands at Rs 279.80 crore.

Must Read | Bethlehem Kudumba Unit box office:
Nivin Pauly film earns Rs 304.9 cr; dethrones LokahOn
the corresponding day, Dhurandhar 2 minted Rs 1.05 crore
across 2,808 shows as it moved into the final leg of its
theatrical run. Meanwhile, its prequel, Dhurandhar (2025),
earned Rs 2.35 crore across 5,318 shows on its sixth
Monday in cinema halls. While Dhurandhar minted Rs
840.20 crore domestically and Rs 1,307.35 crore globally
overall, its sequel completed its theatrical run with an In-
dia nett collection of Rs 1,149.30 crore and a worldwide
collection of Rs 1,813.39 crore.

During the day, Hanuman Ansh witnessed an over-
all occupancy of 26.04 per cent in the Hindi market. While
the morning shows opened at 16.85 per cent occupancy,
the rate improved as the day unfolded, reaching 27.54
per cent in the afternoon and 30.54 per cent in the evening,
before dipping to 29.23 per cent during night screenings.

On Monday, Hanuman Ansh also collected about 11

times what director Priyadarshan’s Haiwaan, starring Saif
Ali Khan and Akshay Kumar in the lead roles, made on
the same day. Despite it being only its fourth day in the-
atres, the crime thriller earned just Rs 70 lakh across 3,265
shows, poised to become a box-office bomb. The devo-
tional drama also fared better than Gurmmeet Singh’s
Mirzapur: The Movie, which earned Rs 5.50 crore across
7,014 shows.Following its release on Friday, August 7,
Hanuman Ansh’s India nett collection hovered under the
Rs 50 lakh mark for 15 days, before its earnings saw a
massive jump, even exceeding Rs 22 crore on certain
days.ICYMI | Samir Soni got divorced the morning his
debut film role was chopped: ‘Was harder for Neelam’

About Hanuman AnshStarring Shobhinaw Satyaa,
Vihaan Shedge, Chandan K Anand, Purnima Tiwari, Anil
Rastogi, and Gulshan Pandey in key roles, Hanuman Ansh
is written by director Vishal Chaturvedi himself.It features
cinematography by Vishal Bawa and editing by Shankh
Rajyadhyaksha. Sadhu Tiwar


