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Uttam sets deadline for
Rs 813-crore payout to farmers

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad, Sept 21

 Telangana Irrigation and Civil Supplies Minister
N Uttam Kumar Reddy on Monday, September 21,
asked district collectors to disburse Rs 813 crore to
farmers affected by land acquisition.

The irrigation officials were also asked to en-
sure that funds already released for land acquisition
and Rehabilitation and Resettlement (R&R) reach af-
fected farmers on a war footing, warning that money
should not remain parked in government accounts
while irrigation projects are held up.

Reviewing the progress of land acquisition and
compensation disbursal with the District Collectors
through a video conference, Reddy expressed con-
cern that about Rs 813 crore was still pending for dis-
bursement in the accounts of District Collectors, Rev-
enue Divisional Officers, and Special Deputy Collec-
tors.

Officials informed Reddy that since April 1, to-
kens worth about Rs 3,101 crore had been submitted
and around Rs 2,504 crore had been released towards
land acquisition and R&R. Of the amount currently
pending at the district level, about Rs 502 crore was
with Land Acquisition Officers and another Rs 311
crore with Collectors.

Reddy said the accumulation of funds without
them reaching land losers was a matter of concern.
He asked the Collectors to personally intervene and
speed up negotiations to facilitate awards and pay-
ments.

“If the money has been released, it must reach
the land-losing farmers. If for any genuine reason it
cannot be disbursed, explain the reason and return
the money instead of keeping it idle,” he said.

The irrigation minister recalled that Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy had committed Rs 6,000 crore
during 2026 for land acquisition, R&R and forest-re-
lated requirements of irrigation projects with a view to
ensuring quick completion of the irrigation projects.

He said these funds were being arranged outside the
regular irrigation budget so that a lack of money would
not delay priority projects.

He made it clear that tokens should be raised
only after awards were passed and cases were actu-
ally ready for payment. At the same time, he stressed
that acquisition must follow a humane and reason-
able approach towards farmers. “The government does
not want to be unfair to farmers while taking away
their land. Compensation should, within the legal frame-
work and due process, be as close as reasonably pos-
sible to prevailing market values,” he said.

In cases where compensation remained unpaid
after an award, he instructed officials to pay the statu-
tory interest wherever applicable. In cases involving
court or title disputes, the Minister directed officials
to compile all pending cases so that they could be
taken up with the Advocate General for focused legal
action.

The Minister examined district-wise bottlenecks
in Nalgonda, Yadadri-Bhongir, Narayanpet, Siddipet,
Vikarabad, Jagtial and Hanumakonda, among others.
In Nalgonda district, Uttam reviewed delays concern-
ing Chintapalli reservoir, Pendlipaka balancing reser-
voir, Udayasamudram and Nellikallu. He stressed the
urgency of completing acquisition for Pendlipakala,
pointing out that the reservoir was crucial to deriving
benefits from the SLBC tunnel once it was completed.

“If the tunnel is completed but land acquisition
for the balancing reservoir remains unfinished, the in-
vestment cannot yield the intended benefit,” he cau-
tioned.

The Collectors were asked to compress
timelines, rather than treating two or three weeks as
routine administrative processing time.

The minister said land acquisition had become
critical because several irrigation projects were sub-
stantially completed and their benefits were being held
up mainly by pending distributary canals, connecting
works and small stretches requiring acquisition.

Telangana movement:
CM aids kin of dead
activists, missing one

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad, Sept 21

 Taking note of their immense contribution to the
Telangana statehood movement, Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Monday, September 21, directed
officials to provide financial assistance to the family
of Mandala Raju, who went missing in 2013, and to
that of late Lingala Kedari, who also served with dedi-
cation along with his wife, late Pushpalatha.

Thirty-four-year-old Raju of the Gorla Veedu vil-
lage in Jayashankar Bhupalpally district went miss-
ing on June 20, 2013, said the Deccan Chronicle. It
cited Bhupalpally MLA Gandra Satyanarayana Rao
as saying that Raju was arrested and lodged in
Cherlapally central jail before he went missing.

Writing to the CM, the MLA said Raju was his
parents’ only child, and the latter were facing financial
difficulties in his absence. The Chief Minister directed
officials to sanction Rs 5 lakh to Raju’s father, Mandala
Sammi Reddy, under the Telangana martyrs’ quota.

Likewise, the CM directed officials to provide
Rs 10 lakh from the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund
(CMRF) to the family of the late Lingala Kedari and
his wife. He said the couple, who ran a modest hotel,
provided free meals, tiffins, and tea during the move-
ment.

Lingala Kedari died on September 9, 2026, and
his wife Pushpalatha the next day. While the CM’s
OSD has sanctioned Rs 10 lakh from the CMRF, the
Hanumakonda district collector has been instructed
to ensure that the sanctioned financial aid is provided
to the legal heirs.

Ram Temple SIT finds 105 theft
instances; chargesheet by Sept 25

AYODHYA, SEPT 21
The special investigation team (SIT) probing the

alleged embezzlement of donations at the Ayodhya
Ram Temple on Monday informed the Supreme Court
that it would file its first chargesheet by September
25. The SIT has reportedly uncovered 105 instances
of alleged theft of donations in its probe.

"Within two days, we will be filing (a
chargesheet),” Solicitor General Tushar Mehta told a
Bench led by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, not-
ing that the statutory 90-day period from the first ar-
rest in the case would lapse soon.

“Ninety days from the date of the first arrest are
going to be over on September 25, so we will have to
file the chargesheet, otherwise, they (the accused)
will get default bail,” Mehta told the Bench, which also
included Justice Joymalya Bagchi and Justice V
Mohana.

Under Section 187 of the new Bharatiya Nagrik
Suraksha Sanhita that replaced Section 167 (2) of the
CrPC, an accused becomes entitled to statutory bail
if the probe agency fails to file the chargesheet within
the stipulated period of either 60 or 90 days as the
case may be.

The Bench also perused a detailed status report
submitted by the SIT in a sealed cover.

The SIT has reportedly found 105 instances of
alleged theft after analysing CCTV footage, witness
statements and donation records. It analysed hundreds
of hours of surveillance video footage, transaction logs
and bank deposit records to reconstruct the donation
theft.

Set up on July 26 on the orders of the top court,

the second SIT comprises Lucknow Zone IGP Kiran
S, Ayodhya Range DIG Somen Barma, Ayodhya SSP
Gaurav Grover and Barabanki Additional SP Ritesh
Kumar Singh.

Earlier, the first SIT set up by the Uttar Pradesh
Government on June 13 had recorded over 70 in-
stances of donation theft in its interim report.

The top court had earlier asked the SIT to com-
plete its investigation expeditiously, take it to a logi-
cal conclusion and asked it to submit a status report
on the progress of the probe in a sealed cover. It had
also asked the Uttar Pradesh Government to include
a forensic auditor in the probe team.

Emphasising the need for “remedial actions”, the
Bench had said steps would be taken to “ensure trans-
parency”.

The top court is seized of petitions, including
those filed by RJD MP Sudhakar Singh, advocate NK
Goswami, Ajay Kumar Rai and Hindu Dharma Parishad,
seeking a CBI probe and a forensic audit of the fi-
nances of the temple trust following allegations of ir-
regularities in the management of donations of the
Ram Temple at Ayodhya.

Historic Occasion: Jaishankar Describes First
V4+India Foreign Ministers Meeting

New York, Sept 21
: India and the four-member Visegrad group of

Central European countries on Monday agreed to step
up political, economic and defence cooperation at their
first foreign ministers' meeting, which External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar described as a "new historic
occasion". The Visegrad Group (V4) is a cultural and
political alliance of the Czech Republic, Hungary,
Poland, and Slovakia that aims at advancing co-op-
eration in military, economic, cultural and energy af-
fairs.

The first meeting of the foreign ministers of the
Visegrad Group and India was held on Monday on the
margins of the 81st session of the UN General As-
sembly.

Jaishankar joined Poland's Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Foreign Affairs Radek Sikorski,
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Hun-
gary Anita Orban, Slovak Minister of Foreign and Eu-
ropean Affairs Juraj Blanar and Czech Foreign Minis-
ter Petr Macinka for the meeting.

"It was, in a sense, a new historic occasion,"
Jaishankar said in remarks after the meeting.

"It was a very, very productive meeting. What
we agreed was that since India's relationship with the
European Union itself is deepening, with the V4 we
would take some special initiatives to create an an-
nual business forum," he said, adding that there was

"consensus" that the foreign ministers of the five na-
tions in the group would meet annually.

"We would also explore in tecnology and inno-
vation whether we could be doing more. We have a
very strong history with all the V4 countries in de-
fence. We want to refresh and take forward that record
and that cooperation," Jaishankar said.

The group also discussed issues including
space, connectivity, and people-to-people mobility.

Jaishankar said the meeting was "very worth-
while" and "very productive", with discussions focus-
ing on cooperation as well as major global crises, in-
cluding the Ukraine conflict and developments in the
Gulf.

"It was really a very, very worthwhile, very pro-
ductive meeting. I'm very pleased about it," he said in
remarks to reporters after the meeting.

In a post on X, Jaishankar said the first meeting
in the V4+India format agreed to closer political coop-
eration, including annual meetings of foreign minis-
ters, and deeper economic cooperation, including the
Annual Business Forum.The countries also agreed to
strengthen technology, innovation, research and edu-
cation partnerships; reinvigorate defence cooperation;
further develop cultural cooperation and people-to-
people relations and work together to support
multilateralism, he said.

Sonia Gandhi’s ‘pre-citizenship
voter entry’ back under scanner

New Delhi, SEpt 21
A Delhi sessions court on Monday reopened the

question of an FIR against Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi over allegations that her name appeared in
the electoral rolls in 1980, three years before she ac-
quired Indian citizenship, holding that a magistrate had
rejected the complaint without properly examining
whether it disclosed a cognisable offence.

Setting aside the September 2025 order, Spe-
cial Judge Vishal Gogne termed it “perverse and im-
proper” and found that it was non-speaking on a key
question: whether the allegations against Sonia war-
ranted a criminal investigation.

The judge sent the complaint back for a fresh
decision and directed the magistrate to hear complain-
ant Vikas Tripathi and the Delhi Police, conduct the
required inquiry and pass a reasoned order. The mat-
ter will come up on September 29.

The sessions court has neither ordered the reg-
istration of an FIR nor recorded any finding that Sonia
used forged documents.

“The sanctity of the electoral roll is an article of
faith for every citizen in a parliamentary democracy,”
the court observed, adding that even the “mightiest”
in the land ultimately stand as voters like ordinary
citizens.
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Mumbai never sleeps, but now it will walk
better: Here’s what BMC plans for its roads

Mumbai never sleeps, Mumbai roads to get wider
footpaths, Mumbai roads, mumbai road projects,
Ghatkopar, Bhandup, Kanjurmarg, Nahur, Mumbai news,
Maharashtra news, Indian express, current affairsThe
design has been finalised, but work will begin in October
after the monsoon rains begin to recede. The project will
initially be implemented on these 30 roads, and later
scaled up to all other administrative divisions in
Mumbai.As part of the Mumbai civic body’s ongoing drive
to reclaim footpaths by clearing illegal encroachments,
civic authorities have planned to redesign the footpaths
and peripheries of as many as 30 roads in the eastern
suburbs to make them walkable. The 30 shortlisted roads
fall under three administrative wards, covering Ghatkopar,
Bhandup, Kanjurmarg, Nahur and Mulund areas, stretch-
ing across marketplaces, railway stations, schools and
bus stops.

In the first phase, civic officials said, all illegal en-
croachments on these roads were removed. In the sec-
ond phase, the existing footpath model will be redesigned
to improve walkability.“In Mumbai’s suburbs, footpaths
often consist of seamless stretches of culverts created by

covering drains running underneath them. As a result,
these footpaths are narrow and fail to provide adequate
walking space for citizens,” Yogita Kolhe, Assistant Mu-
nicipal Commissioner, told The Indian Express. Kolhe
said that the BMC has involved urban planners who have
drafted an integrated pedestrian design.Mumbai never
sleeps, Mumbai roads to get wider footpaths, Mumbai
roads, mumbai road projects, Ghatkopar, Bhandup,
Kanjurmarg, Nahur, Mumbai news, Maharashtra news,
Indian express, current affairs“Under this new design,
the existing footpaths will be widened to ensure there is a
minimum 2-meter width, and the surface will also be made
uniform. Additionally, the junction areas, traffic islands
around stations and junctions will also be widened and
redesigned to make sure there is adequate walking space
for citizens. The idea is to promote walkability as a last-
mile connectivity medium and provide uninterrupted walk-
ing space from railway stations or marketplaces either to
their homes or to the nearest transit point like bus sta-
tions,” Kolhe said.After removing illegal encroachments
from the roads, civic officials discovered that transform-
ers, fire hydrants and licensed hawking stalls, like Aarey
milk stores, along these roads were also hindering pe-
destrian movement, prompting them to involve urban plan-
ners to prepare a design to use the existing space.“The
basic idea is to remove the existing obstacles. At present,
the road concretisation work is ongoing. The design will
also integrate the new roads with new footpaths. Under
the new plan, barricades will be raised to separate foot-
paths from roads, and markings will be implemented to
prevent unauthorised parking,” an official from the civic
roads department said.The design has been finalised,
but work will begin in October after the monsoon rains
begin to recede. The project will initially be implemented
on these 30 roads, and later scaled up to all other admin-
istrative divisions in Mumbai.

Funding among key hurdles in
hostel infrastructure expansion at

affiliated colleges of Delhi University

 The preferred accommodation option for outstation
students is the on-campus hostel facility that some DU
colleges offer.While the university’s hostels have 3,422
seats, over 80 colleges affiliated to it collectively have
3,788 hostel seats.This is still woefully short of the num-
ber of students enrolling in the university — a large chunk
of whom come from other states. On average, roughly 2.8
lakh students enrol in undergraduate programmes an-
nually in the university, and roughly 11,600 students en-
rol in PG programmes.The shortfall is particularly acute
in DU’s South Campus where only  two colleges have
hostels — Sri Venkateswara College has about 144 hos-
tel beds and Maitreyi College 103.  Lady Shri Ram Col-
lege, which is also located in South Delhi, has around
150 hostel beds.In comparison, several North Campus
colleges are better off with  St Stephen’s having around
380 beds, Miranda House 361,  Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Khalsa College having around 357 and IP College for
Women around 450.

The shortfall has been a red flag for years. For in-
stance, in October 2020, citing a massive increase in
enrolment after the expansion of student intake to ac-
commodate the new Economically Weaker Section (EWS),
senior officials at Shaheed Bhagat Singh College flagged
the need for an urgent expansion of infrastructure.Six
years later, it still functions without a housing facility for its
students, and caters to both evening and morning shift
students.Different college administrators that The Indian
Express spoke to over the years suggest that constraints
vary from one campus to another. At some colleges, land
availability on campus is a factor. For instance, Aryabhatta
College and Ram Lal Anand College in South Campus
share a roughly 10-acre plot, limiting the scope for an-
other large building.South Campus colleges, such as
Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma College, also cite regula-
tory roadblocks because they are located on the pro-
tected forest area of the South Central Ridge.Aryabhatta
College principal Manoj Sinha, said, “In the decentralised
governance of Delhi University, a constituent college’s
internal Building Committee handles the initial structural
and administrative project approvals, as the college ad-
ministration acts as the immediate local custodian of its
specific campus land.”Sinha emphasised that under the
Delhi Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA), 1994, the legal
definition of a tree is incredibly broad, meaning even sub-
stantial woody shrubs and saplings require formal
protection.Once the Delhi Environment department grants
clearance, the executing agency —  typically Central Pub-
lic Works Department (CPWD) — must legally enforce
strict protocols to prevent tree damage, stated Sinha.The
historical nature of the campuses also throws up regula-
tory challenges. At Indraprastha College for Women, the
Grade-I heritage status of the campus places restrictions
on structural alterations and expansion.

Alongside all these factors, funding is an overarching
issue. There is no student hostel at Jesus and Mary Col-
lege, leaving outstation students dependent on paying
guest (PG) accommodations.“We are a convent college.
We don’t have any trust as such to fund such massive
infrastructure,” said Principal Molly K A. After the building
collapse at Satya Niketan on September 6, several women
students took shelter inside the classrooms. “Till how long
can I keep them in classrooms?,” the Principal had told
this paper at the time.At Maitreyi College, which has a
limited capacity of 103 beds, Principal Haritma Chopra
said expansion requires resources not only for construc-
tion but also for staffing and services. “The challenge
with expansion is the availability of resources. We have
to recruit housekeeping staff and ensure other amenities
like a fully functional mess. It takes a few years, but we
are certainly speeding up things,” she said.Aryabhatta
College’s Manoj Sinha, who is also the President of the
Delhi University Principals’ Association, is blunt about

the student housing gap. “DU is never going to accom-
modate everybody on the campus…There are more than
five lakh students in the university, with approximately
three lakh in regular programmes… You cannot keep
adding students and expect the existing infrastructure to
accommodate everyone,” he said.

“Every college has different resources. The land par-
cels also vary in size. Some colleges have 16 acres, while
some have very little land, such as five acres in the case
of Aryabhatta College and Shaheed Sukhdev College of
Business Studies. This makes it difficult for colleges with
smaller campuses to expand their infrastructure, includ-
ing hostels,” he added.A former DU vice-chancellor said
many colleges had been reluctant to take up hostel
projects because of the financial and administrative re-
sources involved, and that in earlier days, improved trans-
port connectivity was thought of as a way to address grow-
ing student populations.“Many colleges were not set up
as residential campuses,” he said. He said the varsity
had previously added feeder bus services to Metro ser-
vices as a way to improve access rather than focus on
conventional measures like expanding residential provi-
sions.

“But that model does not work for an outstation stu-
dent,” he said.

The Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) was
set up in 2017 as a joint venture between the Centre and
Canara Bank to mobilise funds for infrastructure and re-
search projects in higher educational institutions. Unlike
the earlier grant-based approach by the University Grants
Commission, HEFA was designed as a loan-based fi-
nancing mechanism, with institutions expected to repay
the principal while the Centre serviced the interest com-
ponent. The original model envisaged 10-year loans, with
institutions agreeing to escrow a specified portion of their
internal accruals for repayment.This shift towards loan-
based infrastructure financing has raised concerns over
the financial burden on institutions.Principals of several
DU colleges told The Indian Express that repaying HEFA
loans has added to the pressure on their internal finances.
With student fees forming a significant part of colleges’
internally generated revenue, some said institutions could
be forced to consider fee hikes and other revenue-gen-
erating measures to meet their repayment
obligations.“It[HEFA] creates a long-term liability. Accept-
ing it would mean putting an unfair burden on the stu-
dents by increasing the fees. Earlier, the UGC used to
disburse.,” said Mithuraaj Dhusiya, a current member of
DU’s Executive Council.Some colleges continue to look
for out-of-the box solutions to this persistent problem.
Miranda House Principal Bijayalaxmi Nanda said along
with exploring vertical expansion to augment its capacity
of 361 beds, the college is also exploring a “buddy sys-
tem”, drawing on models abroad where students without
hostel rooms are matched with senior students or local
hosts willing to accommodate them at home.“ The pro-
posal is still at a very early stage, and we are currently
waiting to see if any senior faculty or alumni have resi-
dential spaces that are lying unused and could be made
available to students. The longer-term idea is to formalise
such arrangements through MoUs, with the spaces po-
tentially being converted into student accommodation or
operated through a framework similar to Airbnb, where
students who do not get hostel rooms could opt for these
vetted residential options,” she said.

Six apprehended for kidnap-
ping and duping in the name of
counterfeit currency in Adilabad

Adilabad: Six persons were apprehended on
charges of kidnapping after three of them were allegedly
duped with the promise of being supplied counterfeit cur-
rency here on Tuesday. Police seized a car, two mobile
phones and Rs 30,000 in cash from the six. Five others
were still absconding.Adilabad DSP L. Jeevan Reddy
said Shaik Shakeeb, Mohammad Sithar and Pratham
Ravindra, all from Chandrapur district in Maharashtra,
were apprehended for allegedly abducting Deepak
Sriram of Yavatmal, and Sarkar Alok and Elchlawar
Surender, both from Mavala.Deepak, Alok and Surender
were also taken into custody for their alleged involve-
ment in duping Shakeeb, Sithar and Pratham by taking
Rs 5 lakh from them in exchange for counterfeit currency
worth Rs 20 lakh.

Car driver who hit woman biker in
Gurgaon tried to escape after arrest: Police

Car driver hits woman biker in Gurgaon, Car driver
hits woman biker. Gurgaon, Gurgaon Police. delhi news,
India news, Indian express, current affairsBased on the
woman’s detailed statement regarding harassment on
the road, Sections 78 (stalking) and 79 (word, gesture, or
act intended to insult the modesty of a woman) of the
BNS were also invoked.Soon after he was arrested on
Tuesday, gym owner and former kabaddi player Kalyan
Bainsla, 33, accused of hitting a woman biker with his car
in Gurgaon, allegedly dashed away to escape, said po-
lice. He, however, sustained injuries during the escape
bid, officers added. Bainsla, who was arrested along with
his cousin accompanying him at the time of the incident,
has been booked in an attempt to murder case while
other charges have also been added, officers said.

The police took suo motu cognizance of the case
after the purported videos of the Golf Course Road hit-
and-run incident were widely shared, showing a 27-year-
old woman biker, Shivani Chauhan, getting rammed by a
speeding car. She had also uploaded a video on social
media, where she described the incident, saying that she
feared for her safety.As the dashcam and helmet-cam
footage of the incident went viral, according to police,

Bainsla gave interviews to television channels to present
his version, allegedly switched off his mobile phone, and
fled to evade arrest. Three special teams were consti-
tuted to trace him.A team from the Crime Branch Sohna
tracked him down and apprehended him on Tuesday
near Rajgarh in Rajasthan. However, during the custody
transit, Bainsla, who hails from Chandhat in Haryana’s
Palwal, tried to escape. Along with him, the police also
arrested his cousin, Lovenish Gurjar (34), a resident of
New Colony in Palwal, who was accompanying him at
the time of the incident.“After being apprehended, the
accused attempted to escape from police custody on the
pretext of urinating, during which he sustained some in-
juries after falling. He was provided primary treatment at
a hospital,” a Gurugram Police spokesperson said.Police
also seized the white Maruti Suzuki Ciaz used that Bainsla
was allegedly driving, which is registered in the name of
an associate, an Army personnel currently posted in
Assam, according to officers. Bainsla had borrowed the
vehicle two days prior to the incident.While the Gurugram
Police had initially registered an FIR on Monday for rash
driving under basic sections, an in-depth probe and fo-
rensic CCTV analysis prompted investigators to signifi-
cantly escalate the charges. Police added Section 109 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) for attempt to
murder.Based on the woman’s detailed statement regard-
ing harassment on the road, Sections 78 (stalking) and
79 (word, gesture, or act intended to insult the modesty of
a woman) of the BNS were also invoked.DCP (East)
Sandeep Kumar confirmed that police have sought two
days of police remand for the accused, who will be pre-
sented in court on Wednesday. “They made abusive com-
ments and Bainsla to counter the narrative against him
while on the run by giving interviews. He operates a gym
and some properties of his. Attempt to murder is made
out by his intent seen in the video, the girl was lucky to be
having safety gear. Hence we have put in stringent sec-
tions.”

Indian-origin truck driver
arrested in US for wire fraud

ICE arrests Indian truck driver, ICE arrests Indian,
US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), ICE’s
Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) Philadel-
phia, Indian express news, current affairsThe DHS state-
ment also cited other cases involving Indian nationals
who allegedly obtained commercial driving licences is-
sued by New York.US Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) has arrested an Indian national who was found
to have a commercial driver’s licence (CDL) issued by
New York and an outstanding federal warrant for wire
fraud and conspiracy to commit wire fraud, the US De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS) said.Simranpal
Singh was arrested on September 4 by an officer of ICE’s
Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) Philadel-

phia during inspections of commercial vehicles at a weigh
station in Newberry, Pennsylvania.

According to DHS, Singh presented his CDL during
the inspection and was subsequently identified as an
Indian national who was unlawfully present in the United
States. He was taken into custody.Singh also had an out-
standing warrant for wire fraud and wire fraud conspiracy
issued by the US District Court for the Middle District of
Pennsylvania, DHS said. He will remain in ICE custody
pending his transfer to the US Marshals Service. After the
criminal proceedings are completed, ICE will resume cus-
tody of Singh and he will be subject to pending removal
proceedings, with due process available to him.DHS said
Singh entered the US through Arizona in June 2022 and
was arrested by the US Border Patrol. He was subse-
quently released into the country under the Biden
administration.The DHS statement also cited other cases
involving Indian nationals who allegedly obtained com-
mercial driving licences issued by New York.In March,
ICE arrested Sukhdev Singh, an Indian national, after he
allegedly caused a crash while driving a semi-truck in
Indianapolis, Indiana, leaving a US citizen critically in-
jured. DHS said Sukhdev Singh had obtained a CDL
issued by New York.In October 2025, ICE arrested Anmol
Anmol, an Indian national, in Oklahoma. According to
DHS, he had obtained a New York-issued CDL that listed
his name as “No Name Given”.DHS Secretary Markwayne
Mullin criticised New York’s immigration policies and the
Biden administration’s border policies in connection with
Singh’s arrest.The DHS statement described New York
as a “sanctuary state” and said its policies had conse-
quences beyond the state. These characterisations were
part of the department’s statement and were not inde-
pendently established in the release.

Uttarakhand landslide: 7,350
Kedarnath pilgrims brought to safety
Dehradun/Rudraprayag: A day after 7,200 pilgrims

were evacuated from the landslide-affected Kedarnath
trek route in Uttarakhand’s Rudraprayag district, another
150 people were brought to safety by rescue teams on
Tuesday, according to the State Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC).According to the latest SEOC report, the
pilgrims returning from Kedarnath Dham were safely
evacuated from Chirbasa by 10.15 am. With this, a total
of 7,350 pilgrims have been safely guided across the
route, while efforts to clear the debris remain underway
to resume the Kedarnath pilgrimage, which was halted
two days ago.The SEOC stated that by Monday evening,
7,200 pilgrims and 1,200 mules had been safely evacu-
ated from the landslide-affected area.

Repair work is being fast-tracked on the route, which
was damaged on Sunday by falling boulders, stones and
debris near the Chirbasa helipad, located approximately
2.5 km above Gaurikund.According to the police,
labourers are working on a war footing to reopen the
path, with safety measures being overseen by personnel
from the police, the Public Works Department (PWD) and
the District Disaster Relief Force.However, pilgrims in-
tending to visit Kedarnath will have to wait, as they will
only be allowed to proceed once the debris has been
cleared from the route. Pilgrims travelling on foot to
Kedarnath have been stranded at Sonprayag and

Gaurikund since Sunday.The police have appealed to
pilgrims to remain patient until the route is fully restored
and to adhere to the guidelines issued by the police and
the administration.

Kerala power cuts put Satheesan
government under pressure

Thiruvananthapuram: The power crisis is fast emerg-
ing as the first major political and administrative chal-
lenge for the V.D. Satheesan government, with the Left
Opposition stepping up its attack over the continuing
power cuts and contrasting the situation with the previ-
ous decade when Kerala had largely remained free of
scheduled power restrictions.Electricity Minister Sunny
Joseph’s admission on Tuesday that no final decision
has been taken on buying power from NTPC at around
Rs 30 a unit has added to the uncertainty.The minister
said such high-cost procurement would impose a huge
financial burden on the state and would require Cabinet

approval.He also declined to say how long the current
power cuts would continue, saying the government was
trying all possible options to resolve the crisis at the
earliest.The CPI(M) led Left is using the shortage to por-
tray the new government as incapable of managing the
power sector, pointing out that routine cuts had virtually
disappeared during the 10 years of the Pinarayi Vijayan
government.The political challenge for the Satheesan
government is that consumers, rather than statistics on
power availability, are now directly experiencing the im-
pact of the shortage.But power sector experts argue that
the present crisis cannot be viewed merely as a failure to
procure enough electricity at short notice.
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34 yrs ago in Ahmedabad, a chilling
 gangland killing – and a saga that continues

 Back in the early 1990s, a former Congress leader
and member of the Rajya Sabha named Rauf Valiullah
was brought down by gunshots to his head outside
Madhuban Building in Ahmedabad’s Ellisbridge area. It
was one of the most sensational cases of gangland vio-
lence in the city at the time.Thirty-four years after that
politically charged assassination, the Gujarat High Court
has ruled that a member of the gang whose leader alleg-
edly ordered the hit on Valiullah must continue to remain
in jail.

Iqbal Hussain Dhobi alias Laliyo Kasambhai, a con-
victed member of the Abdul Latif gang that struck terror in
Ahmedabad three decades ago, had filed a plea seeking
premature release after serving the sentence imposed
on him in the 1992 murder case.Advocate Hemant Raval,
appearing for Dhobi, argued that the former gangster had
been acquitted in most of the other criminal cases regis-
tered against him – and that he was not the principal
assailant in the Valiullah case, but only a co-accused.On
October 9, 1992, Valiullah, who was general secretary of
the Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee at the time,
was shot in the head in broad daylight at close range
outside Madhuban Building by an underworld hit team of
several armed men.Valiullah, who was accompanied by
an associate named Pradeep Dave at the time, was al-
legedly about to expose a deep criminal-politician nexus
before the central leadership of the Congress party. He
had come out of the building and was about to get in his
car when the assailants struck.

The killing of Valiullah was allegedly ordered by
gangster and bootlegger Abdul Latif, a man who started
his criminal career as a gambler-turned-bootlegger, be-
fore going on to having a thriving career in organised
crime, with the reputation of being the only known
pointsman in Gujarat of Dawood Ibrahim.‘Raees’, the
2017 film by Rahul Dholakia that was set largely in
Ahmedabad and starred Shah Rukh Khan, was seen to
have close parallels with the life of Abdul Latif, even though
the filmmaker and the actor had denied these
connections.Latif, who was accused in dozens of cases
including the 1993 Bombay blasts, was killed in an al-
leged police encounter in Ahmedabad in 1997. The
Valiullah murder was one of the most sensational cases
linked to the gangster – and as recently as in June this
year, the Ahmedabad Crime Branch had swooped on
another accused in the case, Mohammad Taslim Shaikh,
who had jumped parole in 2019.Shaikh, the absconding
accused in the Valiullah murder, was found to be living in
Rajasthan with his family from a second wife.

Hemant Raval, counsel for Dhobi, told the HC that
his client’s role could not be equated with that of the prin-
cipal assailant. He stressed that Dhobi was a co-accused
and had been acquitted in most of the other cases lodged

against him.Raval also submitted that Dhobi had served
more than 22 years in prison and had received a “good
conduct” report from the jail. He had been carrying out
the tasks assigned to him in jail with responsibility, Raval
submitted.The state government opposed Dhobi’s plea.
Counsel for the state pointed to the case of Dhobi’s co-
accused Sajid Ali alias Danny, and Mohmed Umar Majid
Ahmed Pathan alias Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed
Pahelwan, both of whom had sought premature release
after completing their sentences.The state said that Sajid
Ali’s petition challenging the refusal of his release was
pending before the Supreme Court.

Valiullah, the Congress Rajya Sabha MP, was 47
years old when he was killed. The murder was closely
linked to the gunning down of nine persons on August 3,
1992, including Hansraj Trivedi, described by the pros-
ecution as an alleged supplier of illicit liquor, at the
Radhika Gymkhana Club in the Odhav area of
Ahmedabad.Police registered a case in the Gymkhana
murder, but the investigation drew public criticism over
the failure to arrest Abdul Latif and members of his gang,
who were perceived to be responsible for the
killings.According to the prosecution, mounting public
pressure on the police to nab the accused nudged Latif
and his associates to devise a plan under which some
peripheral members of the gang would surrender, allow-
ing the principal accused to remain beyond the reach of
the law.The prosecution alleged that Latif sought the as-
sistance of local Congress party politician Hassankhan
Shamsherkhan Pathan, alias Hassanlala, to facilitate the
surrender.Valiullah, who had allegedly learnt of their plan,
was preparing a memorandum for the Congress party’s
high command to expose what the prosecution described
as “a criminal-political nexus” in the state.According to
the prosecution, Valiullah’s opposition to the proposed
arrangement led Abdul Latif and his gang to decide to
eliminate him and ‘create such fear that no one else would
step forward to oppose the plan”.The task of killing
Valiullah, according to the prosecution, was entrusted to
Rasoolkhan Yakubkhan Pathan alias Rasool Party and
his associates. Rasool Party, who remains absconding,
is also accused in the 2003 assassination of former BJP
minister Haren Pandya as one of the conspirators.

Role of Dhobi, and what happened before the
killingDhobi’s alleged role in the conspiracy figured in
his confessional statement during the trial. According to
the prosecution, he described his association with Rasool
Party and recounted the events leading to Valiullah’s
murder.The prosecution submitted that on October 9,
1992, Dhobi was summoned through another accused
and given a revolver loaded with six bullets. He was al-
legedly instructed to shoot Valiullah if another accused,
Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed Pahelwan, failed to carry
out the killing.Gang members allegedly tracked Valiullah
for several days. On October 9, 1992, a group of accused
was deputed to carry out the killing. Around 2.30 pm,
Valiullah was shot at close range while entering a Maruti
car parked outside Madhuban Building.Pradeep alias
Bakkabhai Nautamlal Dave, who had accompanied
Valiullah and was present at the spot, lodged the FIR at
Ellisbridge police station.A case was registered for mur-
der and criminal conspiracy, along with offences under
the Arms Act and the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act (TADA).The investigation was initially
handled by an Ahmedabad police team but was subse-
quently transferred to the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion. The CBI filed charges under various provisions of
TADA, the Indian Penal Code and the Arms Act.

YouTuber Ajeet Bharti booked for ‘derogatory
remarks’ against MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad

 The Delhi Police has booked YouTuber Ajeet Bharti
for allegedly making derogatory remarks against Nagina
MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad during his show — Andolan
Hatao Nautanki — on his YouTube channel.

He was reportedly discussing the issue of reserva-
tion and the protests at Jantar Mantar.The case was reg-
istered at North Avenue Police Station on a complaint
lodged by the Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) on Sun-
day. Chandra Shekhar is president of the party and
founder of the Bhim Army.According to the FIR, Bharti
allegedly used his public digital-media platform to pub-
lish content in which he repeatedly made “caste-based,
abusive, humiliating, sexually degrading and potentially
inflammatory statements” about the MP and Dr B R
Ambedkar.

The screenshot annexed to the complaint identifies
the accused as Ajeet Bharti (@ajeetbharti) and displays
a verified X account.The video and screenshot also iden-
tify the programme as SB79: Reservation Hatao Andolan
Nautanki & More | Saptahik Bakaiti. They display the date
and time as August 22, 2026, at 10:11 pm, with approxi-
mately 23,100 views.The complaint stated that the video
and screenshot have been submitted as prima facie elec-
tronic evidence identifying the account and establishing
the public circulation of the material.

It further requested the investigating agency to ob-
tain the original platform records, URL/permalink, account

information, upload data, metadata, views, comments,
reposts and other relevant information directly from the
platform concerned.According to the complaint, the im-
pugned recording contains a continuous sequence of
statements concerning caste, reservation, marriage and
members of Scheduled Caste communities. It alleges that
the accused repeatedly invoked caste identity in a de-
rogatory and humiliating context.Police said Bharti has
been booked under sections of the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, as well as provisions relating to promoting enmity
between different groups, criminal intimidation, and Sec-
tion 67 of the Information Technology Act.A police officer
said an investigation has been initiated and that Bharti
may be called for questioning soon.

Govt monitors onion prices, plans
calibrated buffer releases to check volatility
New Delhi: The government is closely monitoring

onion prices, market arrivals and availability across states
to ensure adequate supplies and protect consumers from
undue price volatility, government sources said on Mon-
day, adding that onion availability is currently comfort-
able to meet domestic demand in the coming months,
supported by an estimated production of 307.37 lakh met-
ric tonnes (LMT) in 2025-26 which is in line with the pre-
vious year’s production of 307.67 LMT.In addition, buffer
stocks are available for calibrated market intervention,
said sources.

The government remains committed to protecting
consumer interests while keeping farmer interests at the
centre of its price-stabilisation approach.Onion prices
have generally shown seasonal uptick and volatility from
August -September onwards owing to increased festive
season, weather conditions, supply-chain movements
and demand conditions during this period.Timely bulk
release in mandis and targeted retail sales in major con-

sumption centres play a critical role in augmenting sup-
plies and moderating undue price volatility during the
lean season, said sources.“Consistent with the strategy
adopted in previous years, Onions are being released
from buffer stock in calibrated manner based on continu-
ous monitoring of prices and market conditions across
states during the current year as well. The timing, quan-
tity and destination of such releases are calibrated ac-
cording to prevailing market conditions and identified
requirements in consumption centres,” according to gov-
ernment sources.Moreover, initiatives such as Kanda Ex-
press (bulk transportation by rail rakes) enhance logisti-
cal efficiency and facilitate the large-scale movement of
onions across the country.The Kanda Express initiative,
launched in 2024-25, has been scaled up subsequently.

During 2024-25, onion buffer stocks were trans-
ported through 14 railway rakes carrying nearly 12,000
MT of onions to five cities. In 2025-26, operations ex-
panded substantially,

Reel stars’ year-long feud, social media
 trolling end in midnight ambush at Pune cafe

.A year-long grudge aggravated by relentless so-
cial media trolling between two local ‘reel stars’ culmi-
nated in an attempt to murder inside a Pune eatery on
Independence Day, leading to the arrest of 12 people.
Among those arrested are the main conspirators, a noto-
rious history-sheeter, and both the owner and manager
of the eatery where the attack occurred.According to the
Deccan police, the dispute originated about a year ago
following a minor vehicular collision in the Kaas Pathar
area of Satara district involving engineering student
Madhavi Rajesh Kumbhar, 23, and Atharva Pramod
Jagtap, 19. Both Madhavi and Atharva, residents of
Kalepadal and Ambegaon respectively, command ac-
tive followings on Instagram as content creators.

“Following the initial altercation, the duo engaged
in a public feud, posting retaliatory videos targeting each
other. The online trolling further fuelled the tension,
prompting Madhavi and her associates to plot an am-
bush,” said Sub Inspector Yogesh More.The violent en-

counter happened in the early hours of August 15 at Cafe
Flying Gypsy in Shivajinagar on Shirole Road. Around
3.30 am, as Atharva prepared to leave the premises, the
group allegedly ambushed him.Atharva attempted to
enter the cafe for safety, but history-sheeter Rahul Sitaram
Waghmare, 20, allegedly pursued him inside and slashed
him with a sharp weapon. Waghmare’s accomplices, in-
cluding several minors, allegedly assaulted Atharva be-
fore fleeing the scene.A police team rushed to the spot,
ensured the injured teenager received medical treatment,
and began an investigation based on Atharva’s com-
plaint. The Deccan police registered a case under
charges of attempt to murder and other relevant
provisions.Series of arrestsUsing CCTV footage from the
cafe and surrounding areas, the police first arrested
Madhavi, a diploma student in electronics and telecom-
munication, and her associate Snehal Sanjay Sonke, 20,
a fellow content creator working in real estate.The police
tracked down and arrested the main assailant Rahul
Waghmare, who had a prior criminal record at the
Kalewadi police station, along with co-accused Shivanand
Talwar, 21; Aditya Bhalerao, 22; Priyanshu Bhosale, 22;
and Prem alias Pamya Salve, 22.On August 19, the po-
lice arrested cafe owner Hemant Patil, 42, and manager
Prem Deepak Patil, 21. “The duo was charged with ille-
gally operating the venue past permissible midnight hours
and attempting to destroy evidence by scrubbing
bloodstains from the crime scene,” said SI More.By Au-
gust 21, three more suspects, Vaishnavi alias Siya
Ravindra Bhaskar, 22, Samiksha Shailesh Shelke, 21,
and Vaibhav Madhukar Bhagwat, 21, were taken into
custody.The police also apprehended three minors and
sent them to an observation home, while the adult ac-
cused have been remanded to magisterial custody at the
Yerwada jail.

 Offices advised WFH tomorrow,
schools to hold online classes

Following heavy rain that inundated several parts of
the Millenium City on Monday, the Gurgaon district ad-
ministration urged all corporate offices, as well as gov-
ernment and private educational institutions, to switch to
work from home (WFH) and online modes on Tuesday
(August 25).The advisory was issued by District Magis-
trate-cum-Chairperson of the District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA), Uttam Singh, to curb traffic snarls
and facilitate road and drainage clearance by civic agen-
cies.

“In view of the heavy rainfall in the district Gurugram
on 24.08.2026, there are chances of waterlogging and
traffic congestion. Therefore, all corporate offices and gov-
ernment and private schools/institutions in the district are
advised to guide their employees to work from home from
25.08.2026, so that traffic congestion can be avoided and
repair works of roads and drains can be carried out
smoothly by civic agencies,” the official order stated.The
DDMA has forwarded the directive to the District Educa-
tion Officer (DEO) and District Elementary Education Of-
ficer (DEEO) to ensure necessary compliance across all
government and private schools in the district, and to the
Department of Information and Public Relations (DIPRO)
for wide public outreach.

Gurgaon records 75 mm rain in 9 hoursAccording to
data shared by the district administration, Gurgaon tehsil
recorded the highest rainfall in the district at 75 mm be-
tween 8 am and 5 pm on Monday.This was closely fol-
lowed by Badshahpur at 65 mm and Wazirabad at 64

mm.Among other areas, Kadipur and Harsaru sub-tehsils
recorded 40 mm of rainfall each, while Manesar clocked
36 mm. Sohna received 16 mm, Pataudi 12 mm, and
Farrukhnagar recorded 7 mm of rainfall during the same
period.The intense spell of rain led to heavy waterlog-
ging on several major stretches, service lanes, and un-
derpasses across the city, including key junctions along
the Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway, Subhash Chowk —
where school buses were stuck for three hours — and
internal sector roads of Sector 45, 52, slowing traffic move-
ment during peak hours.Teams from the Gurugram Met-
ropolitan Development Authority (GMDA) and the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Gurugram (MCG) have been de-
ployed on ground with mobile pumps and machinery to
drain waterlogged roads and de-silt overflowing storm
drains.

Delhi rain disrupts flight operations; several flights
diverted, airlines issue advisories

New Delhi: More than a dozen flights from Delhi
Airport were rerouted as heavy rain and thunderstorms
lashed Delhi-NCR on Monday, while airlines issued ad-
visories urging passengers to check their flight status
before heading to the airport, according to multiple
reports.Taking to social media platform X, the airlines
said adverse weather conditions were affecting flight op-
erations and schedules.

IndiGo said it was closely monitoring the situation
and advised passengers to check real-time flight updates
and factor in extra travel time due to possible traffic
delays.“Bad weather over #Delhi has impacted flight
schedules. We are closely monitoring the weather and
doing our best to get you where you need to be, safely
and smoothly,” IndiGo wrote on X.Similarly, Air India cau-
tioned that weather-related disruptions could impact
flights to and from Delhi, urging travellers to verify their
flight status before leaving for the airport.“Adverse
weather conditions may impact flight operations to and
from Delhi today,” the airline said.

Akasa Air said severe weather in Delhi had affected
certain flights across its network, while SpiceJet warned
that arrivals, departures and connecting flights could face
delays due to the conditions.“Due to severe weather con-
ditions in Delhi, certain flights across our network have
been impacted. We realize that this may inconvenience

your travel plans and seek your patience and understand-
ing. While this situation is completely beyond our control,
please rest assured that our teams are always ready to
assist you,” Akasa Air posted on X.Meanwhile, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) issued weather alerts
for Delhi, forecasting heavy rainfall, thunderstorms, light-
ning and strong gusty winds in parts of the capital.Earlier,
the Airports Authority of India (AAI) issued travel guide-
lines for flyers.“Before you travel, stay informed about
local weather conditions at your departure and arrival
cities,” AAI said on X.It also advised travellers to arrive at
the airport well in advance, as rain could affect road traf-
fic. “Arrive at the airport well in advance to avoid delays,”
the AAI said.

Bank strikes in September to
disrupt services across India

Kolkata: Banking services across India are likely to
be affected in September as the United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU), an umbrella body of nine bank employ-
ees’ and officers’ associations, has called for a nation-
wide strike in two separate spells.

The first strike is scheduled for September 11, fol-
lowed by a three-day strike from September 28 to 30. The
protests are expected to significantly disrupt banking op-
erations, particularly in public sector banks.The disrup-
tion will be more pronounced towards the end of Sep-
tember, with bank branches already scheduled to remain
closed on September 26, the fourth Saturday, and Sep-
tember 27, Sunday. The three-day strike on September
28, 29 and 30 will extend the disruption for five consecu-
tive days.Banking services will also be affected from Sep-
tember 11 to 13, with the one-day strike on September 11
followed by the weekend holidays on September 12 and
13.The UFBU has also warned of an indefinite strike from
October 26 if its demands are not addressed.

According to a statement issued by the UFBU on
Monday, the four-day strike has been called primarily to
press for the introduction of a five-day working week in
the banking sector and withdrawal of the performance-
linked incentive (PLI) system.Under the five-day working
week demand, all Saturdays and Sundays would be de-
clared holidays for bank employees. At present, banks
generally remain closed on Sundays and the second and
fourth Saturdays.The UFBU has termed the PLI system
discriminatory and contrary to the understanding reached
between bank employees’ unions and the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA).The unions have also raised concerns
over several unresolved issues related to the next wage
revision.

These include updating and improving pension ben-
efits, introducing a uniform dearness allowance formula
for all pensioners and settling other pending
demands.The UFBU said its meeting on Sunday unani-
mously decided to launch protest actions to press the
demands.
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Flyover pillar work may
worsen Navi Mumbai-

bound traffic after Ganpati

 Traffic movement at the Mankhurd T Junction, al-
ready a bottleneck for motorists travelling from the
Ghatkopar-Mankhurd Link Road towards Navi Mumbai,
could face further disruption after the Ganpati festivities,
with the BMC set to begin work on a crucial pillar of its
under-construction flyover at the junction.The traffic po-
lice are yet to clear the proposed construction plan, with
officials concerned that the pillar could further reduce the
available carriageway and lead to longer queues on the
Sion-Panvel Highway.

Traffic heading from the Ghatkopar-Mankhurd Link
Road towards Navi Mumbai already slows and merges
onto the Sion-Panvel Highway. On the opposite side of
the junction, construction work has narrowed the carriage-
way for vehicles travelling from Navi Mumbai towards the
Ghatkopar-Mankhurd Link Road, slowing traffic towards
the junction, especially during peak hours.With another
section of the flyover now set to be taken up at the T Junc-
tion, traffic police officials are discussing an alternative
traffic arrangement with the BMC.“We are talking with the
BMC and are finding an alternate route as Mankhurd T
Junction is a bottleneck. We expect that construction of
the pillar will begin after the festivities and are working out
effective ways to manage the traffic,” a Traffic Police offi-
cial said.For commuters, the concern is that the construc-
tion could add to delays at a junction where waiting times
are already substantial.“We are already waiting at the T
Junction for quite some time — 30 minutes. If the pillar
comes up at the same spot, it could add another traffic
gridlock,” said advocate Shaikh Faiyaz Alam, a daily
commuter.The pillar is part of the Rs 1,958-crore flyover
project to ease traffic movement between the Ghatkopar-
Mankhurd Link Road and Navi Mumbai-Pune. The project
comprises two vehicular arms of 1.47 km and 1.93 km –
one to provide direct access to Navi Mumbai and Pune for
vehicles travelling from the Ghatkopar side, and the other
to connect traffic from Navi Mumbai to the existing
Ghatkopar-Mankhurd Link Road flyover.Once completed,
the flyover is expected to allow vehicles to bypass the
existing T-junction signal. The BMC has set August 2027
as the completion deadline.The construction has already
caused traffic disruptions on the Sion-Panvel Highway.
On April 29, a piling rig being used for the flyover work
overturned near Maharashtra Nagar, killing Mumbai Po-
lice constable Santosh Gopal Chavan and causing major
congestion on the highway.

60-year-old was raped, murdered in Mohali.
DNA clues lead to serial killer

 serial killerThis arrest had then led police to solve
two more gruesome murders that Monu had committed in
the previous 15 years.A Chandigarh court on Tuesday
sentenced cab driver Monu Kumar to life imprisonment
again for the rape and murder of a 60-year-old woman, in
what became the convict’s third conviction on such
charges.All three cases in which Monu Kumar (39) suf-
fered conviction are connected not by eyewitness testi-
mony or confession, but by DNA evidence.

The 60-year-old had arrived in Chandigarh from her
village in Uttar Pradesh for a religious pilgrimage a few
months before she was brutally raped and murdered. She
was an Alzheimer’s patient and was staying with her son
in Mohali.On February 27, 2024, she left her home and
never returned. The next morning, her body was found in
a jungle area near Government School, Sector 54. She
was strangled to death. Her body bore multiple blunt force
injuries. The postmortem examination confirmed sexual
assault followed by murder. An FIR was registered under
Section 302 of the IPC. The accused was unknown. Po-

lice began their investigation.On May 6, 2024, Monu Kumar
was arrested. His clothes, discarded in a jungle area of
village Dhanas, were recovered. His blood sample, col-
lected on May 8, 2024, was sent to the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory (CFSL) for comparative analysis
against biological evidence collected from the 60-year-
old’s body and clothing.The forensic examination report,
completed by Dr D S Yadav, senior forensic scientist, on
August 30, 2024, became the prosecution’s most power-
ful witness that also eventually led to Monu Kumar’s
conviction.This arrest had then led police to solve two
more gruesome murders that Monu had committed in the
previous 15 years.Today, the 60-year-old woman’s son
spoke to The Indian Express of his mother’s absence in
terms of the everyday kindnesses that, once lost, become
irreplaceable.“A mother’s love is what is missed,” her son
said. “She used to make food and serve us with love, it felt
good. I miss her dal-chawal the most. She was calm and
collected. She never scolded me. Everybody respected
her and we continue to miss her.”The victim’s son and
relatives waited through investigation, arrest, forensic
examination, chargesheet filing, and months-long court
proceedings. For her family, the wait lasted two and a half
years.Even while he stands convicted for three cases of
rape and murder, the court did not consider it a “rarest of
the rare case”.“The case in hand cannot be classified as a
rarest of rare case. Therefore, it would be difficult to hold
that the convict is such a dangerous person that sparing
his life would endanger the community,” the order
said.Monu was previously convicted on November 27,
2025 for the murder and rape of a 22-year-old MBA stu-
dent who was found murdered on July 31, 2010. He was
convicted for the second time on August 21 for the rape
and murder of a 40-year-old woman who was found dead
on January 12, 2022.

 Bengal IPS officer transferred
after right-wing flags video

 Bushara BanoBushara Bano’s transfer comes hours
after right-wing groups complained about her video on
YouTube, in which she reflected on her personal journey
into the civil services.Citing “public interest”, the BJP gov-
ernment in West Bengal has transferred IPS officer Dr
Bushara Bano and two officers of the state police service.

Bano’s transfer comes hours after right-wing groups
complained about her video on YouTube, in which she
reflected on her personal journey into the civil services
and praised the Residential Coaching Academy (RCA) at
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) in Uttar Pradesh for help-
ing her prepare for the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) exams.An outfit called “Hindu Legal Fund”
claimed on X that it had submitted a complaint to West
Bengal Home Secretary Sanghamitra Ghosh, demand-
ing action against the IPS officer and alleging that she
failed to “maintain neutrality and use national expressions”
in public communication.

In the video, the IPS officer is heard saying,
“Assalamu Alaikum! I am 2021-qualified IPS officer and
currently deployed as Additional Superintendent of Po-
lice in Kharagpur. After returning from Saudi Arabia, I
started preparing for the UPSC examination. I was ini-
tially doing self-study, then AMU’s RCA helped me a lot.
Their book library is also very good. I am sharing this with
you all so that other people benefit from it.”In a post on X,
Hindu Legal Fund claimed to have submitted a complaint
to the West Bengal Home Secretary. “She began with
Assalamu Alaikum, used Inshallah, concluded with Jazak
Allah, and did not use Vande Mataram or Jai Hind. A
serving officer representing the Indian state should main-
tain neutrality and use national expressions in public com-
munication. Seeking appropriate review and action,” the
right-wing group posted on X.When contacted by over the
circumstances of her transfer and the online backlash,
Bano refused to comment.Meanwhile,

 TMC MP from Krishnanagar Mahua Moitra slammed
the BJP government. “For a country whose Prime Minister
inaugurated the new Parliament with a sengol and bare-
chested sadhus, transferring a Muslim IPS officer for say-
ing Assalamu Alaikum and Inshallah is ridiculous. We are
a nation gone mad, poisoned with hate and bigotry. God
Save India,” she posted on X.Bano, who was stationed as
Additional SP of Kharagpur in Paschim Medinipur district,
has been transferred to the post of Deputy Commandant,
SAP 4th Battalion, replacing WBPS officer Subhendu
Mandal.Partha Ghosh, a WBPS officer, will replace Bano
in Kharagpur.

Karnataka officer faces arrest for fake
income certificate to KPSC chief’s daughter

 KPSC recruitment fraudSuma, daughter of sus-
pended KPSC chairman Shivashankrappa S Sahukar,
was allegedly selected by the KPSC to the post of an
industrial extension officer with the alleged fake certificate.A
Bengaluru court on Tuesday rejected the anticipatory bail
plea of a government revenue inspector who allegedly
provided a false income certificate to the daughter of the
now-suspended Karnataka Public Service Commission
(PSC) chairman to facilitate her appointment in govern-
ment service earlier this year.Shivasharanappa, who now
faces the prospect of arrest, had allegedly certified that
the family of suspended KPSC chairman
Shivashankrappa S Sahukar earned a meagre Rs 40,000
per annum – as opposed to a monthly salary of Rs 2.25
lakh.

The forged document was allegedly prepared for
Sahukar’s daughter, Suma Sahukar, who was seeking
recruitment in the state Industries and Commerce Depart-
ment under the Other Backward Class (OBC) category.The
Bengaluru Sessions Court had earlier granted anticipa-
tory bail to Suma, 28, the prime accused in the case.“The
revenue inspector who had issued a false income certifi-
cate to the main accused in the case had sought anticipa-
tory bail on September 8. The plea was rejected today by
the court,” Basavalingappa Bistagond, the public pros-
ecutor for the case, said.Suma was allegedly selected by
the KPSC to the post of an industrial extension officer,
under an OBC quota, with the alleged fake
certificate.According to the First Information Report filed
on July 10, B N Shoba, an assistant secretary at the KPSC,
stated that the commission called for recruitment to 50
posts of industrial extension officers in March 2024; Suma
applied under the OBC III B category, wrote the entrance
exam in July 2025, and was selected in January 2026.The
candidate is alleged to have produced an income certifi-
cate during document verification in February.The docu-
ments also revealed that the candidate was the daughter
of Sahukar, who became a KPSC member on September
3, 2019, with a salary of Rs 2.05 lakh per month and later
went on to become the KPSC chairman on April 5, 2021,
drawing a monthly salary of Rs 2.25 lakh, stated the FIR.On
August 25, Karnataka Governor Thawarchand Gehlot
suspended Sahukar as KPSC chairman over the
allegations.The Karnataka High Court had also taken a
stern view of the fraudulent recruitment of the then KPSC
chairman’s daughter during the course of a September 7
hearing of an anticipatory bail plea filed by Sahukar in a
separate KPSC recruitment fraud linked to the hiring of
veterinary doctors.“It is also brought to the notice of this
Court that daughters of the petitioner earlier managed to

get appointment/selection in some other competitive ex-
amination conducted by KPSC by producing concocted
and fraudulent documents in favour of their candidature,”
the High Court said in a September 7 ruling to reject an-
ticipatory bail for the KPSC chairman.“Such frauds by the
authorities concerned erode the faith of the public in the
system and result in causing unrest among meritorious
youth who are denied opportunity because of the fraud
played by the authorities concerned in collusion with the
non-meritorious undeserving candidates and other
middlemen, for extraneous reasons,” the High Court
said.The current chairman of the KPSC was appointed in
2021 during the tenure of the BJP government headed by
former chief minister B S Yediyurappa.Multiple incidents
of alleged recruitment fraud by the KPSC during the ten-
ure of Sahukar have emerged in recent months.

Apart from frauds in the recruitment of industrial ex-
tension officers and veterinary doctors, top KPSC officials
are also accused of facilitating fraudulent practices in the
selection of 384 gazetted probationers – where over two
lakh aspirants wrote the preliminary exam in 2024 to gain
entry into the Karnataka Administrative Services.A KPSC
member, Dr Shantha Hosamani, 62, is alleged to have
obtained pecuniary benefits for selecting a candidate in
the interview round of the now-stalled Karnataka Admin-
istrative Service (KAS) selection process.The KPSC mem-
ber is alleged to have been part of the interview panel that
selected a candidate, and preliminary CID investigations
have revealed that the KPSC member and the candidate
were in telephonic contact after the interview in violation
of KPSC norms.An ongoing investigation by the CID into
corruption in the selection of veterinary doctors for 400
vacancies in the state has also revealed that the entrance
exam process was compromised by middlemen who ob-
tained leaked versions of the question papers from the
KPSC controller of exams.

He was hungry, then everything
went blank: How cross-border
search brought Nepali man home

Nepali man reunites with family, Nepali man cross-
border search reunites with family, cross-border search,
Nepali man cross-border search, Mumbai news,
Maharashtra news, Indian express, current affairsOn Sep-
tember 13, Darji’s relative Dipak Shahi arrived at the
Aastha Shelter Centre to take Darji back home.A 24-hour
cross-border search involving police and social workers
in India and Nepal reunited 41-year-old Nepali man
Khadka Bahadur Som Bahadur Darji with his family in the
neighbouring country, after he was found wandering the
streets of Nagpur with little memory of how he had reached
the city.

Darji, a resident of Niskot in Nepal’s Myagdi district,
had left home around August 9-10 without informing his
family. He travelled to Delhi and then boarded a train to
Tamil Nadu.During the journey, Darji remembered feel-
ing hungry and then being helped with some dahi-bhaat
(curd rice) by a co-passenger. He remembers nothing
after that.“I ate dahi-bhaat. I do not remember anything
after that,” Darji told those who later helped him.On Au-
gust 12, Dhantoli Police found Darji wandering in Nagpur
and brought him to the Aastha Shelter Centre. But tracing
his family was difficult as he could provide only fragmented
information — the language barrier further complicated
search efforts.As news of a flash flood in Nepal reached
him, Darji became increasingly anxious about his family,
repeatedly expressing his desire to return home.Shelter
coordinator Tushar Hukre then approached Kunda
Katekhaye Bidkar, Social Service Superintendent at the
Regional Mental Hospital, Nagpur. Bidkar had earlier
helped reunite patients with families across the border
and began working with the limited details Darji could
recall.

She contacted police in the Darbang area of Myagdi
and also sought help from Shaligram Tiwari, chairperson
and chief adviser of the Mankamana Ekta Foundation in
Thane.Tiwari spoke to Darji over a video call and tried to
piece together details about his identity and family.

Darji, a resident of Niskot in Nepal’s
Myagdi district, had left home around August

9-10 without informing his family. He trav-
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 How cross-border search
brought Nepali man home

Nepali man reunites with family, Nepali man cross-
border search reunites with family, cross-border search,
Nepali man cross-border search, Mumbai news,
Maharashtra news, Indian express, current affairsOn Sep-
tember 13, Darji’s relative Dipak Shahi arrived at the
Aastha Shelter Centre to take Darji back home.A 24-hour
cross-border search involving police and social workers
in India and Nepal reunited 41-year-old Nepali man

Khadka Bahadur Som Bahadur Darji with his family in the
neighbouring country, after he was found wandering the
streets of Nagpur with little memory of how he had reached
the city.

Darji, a resident of Niskot in Nepal’s Myagdi district,
had left home around August 9-10 without informing his
family. He travelled to Delhi and then boarded a train to
Tamil Nadu.During the journey, Darji remembered feel-
ing hungry and then being helped with some dahi-bhaat
(curd rice) by a co-passenger. He remembers nothing
after that.“I ate dahi-bhaat. I do not remember anything
after that,” Darji told those who later helped him.

On August 12, Dhantoli Police found Darji wander-
ing in Nagpur and brought him to the Aastha Shelter Cen-
tre. But tracing his family was difficult as he could provide
only fragmented information — the language barrier fur-
ther complicated search efforts.As news of a flash flood in
Nepal reached him, Darji became increasingly anxious
about his family, repeatedly expressing his desire to re-
turn home.Shelter coordinator Tushar Hukre then ap-
proached Kunda Katekhaye Bidkar, Social Service Su-
perintendent at the Regional Mental Hospital, Nagpur.
Bidkar had earlier helped reunite patients with families
across the border and began working with the limited
details Darji could recall.She contacted police in the
Darbang area of Myagdi and also sought help from
Shaligram Tiwari, chairperson and chief adviser of the
Mankamana Ekta Foundation in Thane.Tiwari spoke to
Darji over a video call and tried to piece together details
about his identity and family.

A 24-hour cross-border search involv-
ing police and social workers in India and
Nepal reunited 41-year-old Nepali man
Khadka Bahadur Som Bahadur Darji with
his family in the neighbouring country, af-
ter he was found wandering the streets of
Nagpur with little memory of how he had
reached the city.

 India’s diplomatic success
at 18th BRICS Summit

The unanimous New Delhi Declaration at the 18th
BRICS Summit marks a diplomatic success for India,
given the 11-member grouping’s divergent interests
and fractured internal

 politics. Bringing together widely conflicting stra-
tegic interests and crafting a carefully worded, mutu-
ally agreeable document is a commendable task in
itself. The context was complicated: Iran-UAE tensions
over the West Asia conflict, the Russia-Ukraine war,
and, more importantly, the United States—the elephant
in the room—created formidable obstacles to consen-
sus building. India’s diplomacy was the decisive factor
in holding the text together. It used its strong ties with
all members and worked behind the scenes to over-
come the biggest hurdle—convincing the UAE and Iran,
which sit on opposite sides of the West Asia conflict, to
sign on. The outcome serves as evidence that BRICS
can still function as a forum even amid real fractures
among its members. However, one should not lose
sight of the inherent limitations of the bloc. A key limita-
tion is that, though BRICS can keep difficult conversa-
tions alive and affirm broad principles, it struggles to
assign responsibility or organise collective action when
interests occasionally collide. The document does not
attempt to solve the world’s most intractable conflicts
overnight, nor does it establish an immediate replace-
ment for Western financial supremacy. It is still a long
way to go for it to become a unified geopolitical bloc
capable of collective action on the conflicts it discusses.

The Delhi summit proved that BRICS can survive
its geopolitical contradictions, but survival cannot be
taken as a strategic transformation. After demonstrat-
ing its capability to hold together a highly heteroge-
neous grouping at a moment when consensus ap-
peared particularly difficult, a much harder test for In-
dia is to use that consensus to produce concrete eco-
nomic and diplomatic outcomes. The achievement of
the latest summit was not that it resolved the world’s
conflicts; it was that it prevented the world’s conflicts
from destroying the bloc’s ability to talk to one another.
That is no small achievement in the present geopoliti-
cal environment. But the next stage will determine
whether BRICS becomes more than a forum for care-
fully negotiated communiqués. The real test will be
whether it can convert multipolarity into institutional
reform, AI cooperation into actual technological part-
nerships and Global South solidarity into development
finance. The declaration was unambiguously strong
on the issue of terrorism. The 2025 Pahalgam attack,
which killed 26 people, was condemned in the stron-
gest terms, with leaders calling all terrorism “criminal
and unjustifiable” regardless of motivation, and pledg-
ing zero tolerance. However, the document’s careful
omissions were as revealing as its assertions. It avoided
naming the US over the strikes on Iran and also did not
condemn Iranian attacks on Gulf Arab states.
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New Zealand Parliament passes
legislation for FTA with India

 New Delhi: New Zealand’s Parliament  passed leg-
islation needed for the free trade agreement (FTA) with
India with lawmakers voting 93-29 in favour, according to
Trade and Investment Minister Todd McClay.McClay said
the vote showed strong parliamentary support for the
agreement and its expected economic benefits.He said
the FTA would give New Zealand exporters greater ac-
cess to India, one of the world’s largest and fastest-grow-
ing economies.According to McClay, 57 per cent of New
Zealand exports to India will become duty-free when the
agreement takes effect.Geographic ReferenceOnce fully
implemented, tariffs will be removed or significantly re-

duced on 95 per cent of exports.The minister further noted
that kiwifruit industry alone is expected to save about
NZ$125 million in tariffs over five years.He added that
the agreement would provide faster border clearance and
improved access to India’s growing middle class, which
is increasing demand for food, technology, education,
tourism, professional services and other products.McClay
said negotiations were announced in March 2025 and
that the government expects the agreement to enter into
force later this year.He said the FTA would help New
Zealand exporters expand business ties and support a
goal set by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon to double
two-way trade by 2030.The agreement will take effect
once both countries complete their respective ratification
procedures.Earlier in August, a report said that India’s
economic rise makes it a strategic partner for New Zealand
and the recently signed free trade agreement (FTA) be-
tween the two nations is expected to deliver significant
gains.A report from Australia-based Westpac Institutional
Bank highlighted India’s scale and growth potential sug-
gesting that the FTA could add close to 0.1 per cent to
New Zealand’s GDP over the next decade.“India is one
of the world’s fastest-growing major economies and of-
fers access to a market of 1.4 billion people – one fifth of
the world’s population,” the report said.

US cannot lose AI race to China: Blanche
Washington: The United States cannot afford to lose

the artificial intelligence race to China, Attorney General
Todd Blanche has said, while promising action against
Chinese individuals and companies that steal from Ameri-
can technology businesses.Speaking during a media
availability at the White House, Blanche described AI as
highly beneficial and rejected calls for the Justice De-
partment to regulate or slow the technology.“We can’t
lose the AI race to China, right?” Blanche said. “Presi-
dent Trump says that, everybody says that, but they say it
because it’s true.”

His remarks came after questions about warnings
from technology leaders that rapidly advancing AI sys-
tems could pose national security and other serious
risks.Blanche said the Justice Department would investi-
gate criminal conduct connected to AI but would not as-
sume the role of a technology regulator.“There’s plenty
of cases involving AI that we’ve charged individuals,” he
said. “I do not think it’s the job of the Department of Jus-
tice to regulate.”“We’re prosecutors, not regulators, so
we’re not going to try to regulate AI,” Blanche added.The
attorney general said AI offered significant benefits to
American society. He also backed President Donald
Trump’s contention that the recent political debate over
possible AI dangers was being driven partly by the ap-
proaching midterm elections.“AI is extraordinarily ben-
eficial to our society,” Blanche said. “There’s a lot of great
work that AI does.”He questioned why Democratic sena-
tors were raising the issue two months before the elec-
tion after what he described as a prolonged period of
silence.“So to talk about the timing of this as being noth-
ing but an effort to influence the midterms, I shouldn’t
have to say that out loud,” Blanche said. “Of course, that’s
what it is, and that shouldn’t be what drives the decisions
that we’re making around AI.”Asked whether the US gov-
ernment should take action against China for the alleged
theft of information from American AI companies, Blanche
drew a distinction between China as a country and indi-
vidual actors operating there.

“When you say China, you’re talking about an entire
country,” he said.Blanche said Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping had a strong working relationship despite

disputes involving companies and individuals in
China.“Those two presidents have a great relationship
and they get along, they make deals together,” Blanche
said.He said misconduct by actors and companies in
China predated the Trump administration and was likely
to remain a law-enforcement concern.“The Department
of Justice and other agencies in the executive, of course,
we’re doing everything we can to combat that and to go
after that in the right way,” Blanche said.“But I don’t think
it’s fair to just label China as a country. There’s bad ac-
tors in China that are doing it, which we’re definitely go-
ing to go after.”Blanche declined to say whether OpenAI,
Google and Anthropic would need antitrust waivers to
work together on security measures for their AI models.
He said any such decision would involve multiple factors
and an established Justice Department process.He en-
couraged technology companies to address problems
involving their systems and to work with the government
when necessary.The United States and China are com-
peting for leadership in advanced semiconductors, com-
puting infrastructure and AI models. Washington has im-
posed restrictions intended to limit China’s access to some
cutting-edge chips and manufacturing equipment.India
is also expanding its AI infrastructure, semiconductor
ambitions and digital economy. The outcome of the US-
China technology competition could influence global sup-
ply chains, investment flows and the standards govern-
ing AI systems used in India and other major markets.

Iran war costs US 38 billion usd, CBO says
Washington: The US military campaign against Iran

cost the Pentagon about $38 billion through July and
could consume another $2 billion to $3 billion each month,
according to the Congressional Budget Office.The non-
partisan agency also warned that the conflict has de-
pleted critical missile-defence stocks, increased energy
prices and added to inflation across the American
economy.The CBO examined operational, logistical and
economic costs associated with Operation Epic Fury,
which began on February 28.

The initial phase lasted until a ceasefire took effect
on April 8. President Donald Trump declared the ceasefire
over on July 10 after attacks on tankers passing through
the Strait of Hormuz.The $38 billion estimate includes
$21.7 billion to replace missiles and other munitions. It
also covers $10.4 billion in additional flying hours, $2.7
billion in higher military fuel costs, $1.9 billion for equip-
ment lost in battle and $1.5 billion in other operational
expenses.

Replacing expended munitions was the largest
single expense. The total included $13.1 billion for mis-
sile-defence interceptors and $7.3 billion for land-attack
cruise missiles.The estimate does not include the cost of
repairing or rebuilding US military facilities damaged by
Iranian attacks. It also excludes diplomatic operations,
foreign assistance and the long-term cost of medical care
and disability compensation for injured service members
and veterans.CBO said the Pentagon did not provide the
information it requested. The agency relied instead on
government databases and publicly available reports,
leaving its findings subject to “considerable
uncertainty”.The report warned that the United States may
have used between one-half and two-thirds of its missile-
defence interceptor inventory since June 2025.“Although
DoD does not reveal the number of munitions it has on
hand, a comparison of the reported expenditures of mis-
sile defense interceptors with the total numbers that DoD
has purchased to date indicates that the United States
has probably used between one-half and two-thirds of its
inventory of those munitions since June 2025,” CBO
said.Rebuilding the stocks could take at least five years,
even if the Pentagon accelerates procurement.“The short-
fall would become especially problematic if a conflict arose
with an opponent whose arsenal included large num-
bers of ballistic and cruise missiles,” the report said.

CBO specifically identified China as possessing an
arsenal that could play a major role in any military conflict
involving Taiwan.The conflict has also disrupted oil and
natural gas shipments through the Strait of Hormuz and
shipping through the Red Sea. CBO said the resulting
increase in energy costs added 2.3 percentage points to
the annualised inflation rate during the second quarter of
2026.The agency projected that inflation in the first quar-
ter of 2027 would be 0.5 percentage points higher than it
had forecast before the war. Higher inflation is also ex-
pected to push up interest rates on US Treasury

securities.Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth told Congress
in July that operations against Iran would cost $37.5 bil-
lion through September. The White House has requested
$87.6 billion in supplemental funding, including $67.1
billion for the Pentagon. CBO said about $42.3 billion of
the Pentagon request appeared directly related to the
conflict.

Tesla to unveil long-de-
layed next-generation
Roadster on October 1
New Delhi: Tesla CEO Elon Musk has announced

that the electric vehicle maker will unveil its long-delayed
next-generation Roadster on October 1, nearly a decade
after the company first showcased plans for a successor
to its original sports car.Tesla’s official account on social
media platform X posted “Go for launch” along with a
graphic displaying October 1 as the date for the event.
Musk, who also owns X, subsequently responded to the
post, writing, “New Tesla Roadster Unveil 10.01.”The
announcement comes after years of delays surrounding
the Roadster programme. Tesla first unveiled the next-
generation model in 2017 and had initially said that de-
liveries would begin in 2020. However, the vehicle’s de-
velopment has repeatedly been pushed back.The Infor-
mation reported in August that Tesla was planning to
unveil the redesigned Roadster as early as that month.
The report also said the event could feature a demon-
stration of a limited-edition version equipped with cold-
gas thrusters developed in collaboration with
SpaceX.The reported demonstration is expected to take
place at SpaceX’s test facility in McGregor, Texas, ac-
cording to the report.The Roadster project has also
evolved significantly from Tesla’s original plans. The ve-
hicle is reportedly being developed as an all-new car-
bon-fibre hypercar after the company abandoned an ear-
lier approach that would have used  rtation.

US-China AI race intensifies as both
sides weigh risks and capabilities

Hong Kong: As the rapid development of artificial
intelligence triggers a renewed debate about its risks,
the United States and China continue to race to develop
increasingly powerful models even as they express con-
cerns of their own.The US has outpaced China and other
countries for years in AI model capabilities, research, ci-
tations and other areas. But China has been rapidly catch-
ing up as an AI superpower, even as US-led restrictions
have blocked it from accessing some of the most ad-
vanced technologies, including cutting-edge chips and
the machines used to make them.

Experts and recent reports, including one by the
Stanford Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelli-
gence, say China has emerged as an AI counterweight
to the US and this year appears to be erasing the US
lead.“The gap between US and Chinese models is nar-
row and fragile,” said Samm Sacks, a senior fellow at the
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Stud-
ies’ Institute for America, China, and the Future of Global
Affairs.The current debate takes on greater importance
ahead of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s expected visit to
Washington this month to meet US President Donald
Trump, as experts say the future of AI will depend signifi-
cantly on what China and the US do and don’t do.Here’s
a quick look at some of the most important Chinese AI
models and the concerns in both Washington and
Beijing:Moonshot AI leads strong competition from Chi-
nese companiesBeijing-based startup Moonshot AI made
a splash with the release of Kimi K3, taking Silicon Valley
by surprise with capabilities close to those of US rivals. It
was ranked No. 3 globally in model intelligence in July,
shortly after its release, behind Anthropic’s Claude Fable
5 and OpenAI’s GPT-5.6 Sol, according to AI
benchmarking platform Artificial Analysis. But Kimi K3
now ranks ninth, behind new frontier models from
Anthropic, OpenAI, Meta and SpaceXAI, indicating that
China’s AI lead is fluid.AI startup darling DeepSeek was
the first to upend global stock markets by proving Chi-
nese AI models were capable of challenging the US lead.
The company’s R1 model, released in January 2025,
was more cost-effective than similar US models. In April,
DeepSeek previewed its powerful V4 model, saying it
had made big improvements in knowledge, reasoning
and “agentic” capabilities, referring to the ability to plan
and execute multiple complex steps with limited human
guidance.The powerful GLM-5.2 from startup Z.ai, which
rolled out in June, raised Silicon Valley eyebrows with

comparisons to the most advanced Anthropic and OpenAI
models. Z.ai then launched GLM-5.3 in August with im-
proved coding and agentic capabilities that pushed it up
the global AI model rankings.In July, China’s Alibaba pre-
viewed its Qwen3.8-Max model, which the tech giant said
was its most powerful model in the series, challenging
Anthropic’s Claude Fable and OpenAI’s GPT.China wor-
ries about AI risks to security and governanceChina’s
state security minister has warned that artificial intelli-
gence poses a range of potential threats to the country,
frompolitical and ideological security to cyberattacks, data
leaks and challenges to governance.In an article pub-
lished Sunday, Chen Yixin said the technology could
threaten China’s political, institutional and ideological
security if used by “hostile forces and individuals with
ulterior motives”. Some individuals might use AI-gener-
ated deepfake audio and video to create “political ru-
mors” on a massive scale, he wrote.Chen specifically
mentioned the capabilities of Anthropic’s Claude and
OpenAI’s GPT as examples of how AI could be used to
more easily identify and “weaponize” cybersecurity vul-
nerabilities. He warned that certain nations and groups
can now “execute complex hacking tasks”. Top Chinese
leaders have said China should accelerate AI develop-
ment and pursue technological self-reliance. But they
have also noted the need to control the risks and estab-
lish a global framework for AI governance.US accuses
China of extracting American model capabilitiesThe US
has accused China’s AI developers of engaging in what
it has called “industrial-scale distillation”, in which AI
models are trained to copy or imitate the capabilities of
more powerful ones.In the most comprehensive report
by the government to date, the FBI, National Security
Agency and Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency said on Sept. 8 that Chinese AI developers ex-
tracted capabilities from some of the most advanced AI
models in the US in “aggressive, malicious, and targeted
distillation activities”.Also on Sept. 8, US Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent told an event that “the Chinese distill
our models and they can never get ahead of us”. China
has rejected the claims and said distillation is commonly
used across many AI companies. It asked the United
States to refrain from making “unfounded accusations”
and accused the US of pursuing a “monopoly of the AI
industry”.Distillation is a standard technique used across
the AI industry, but the US agencies levelled a more spe-
cific accusation that Chinese firms used unauthorised
access and other methods to extract restricted capabili-
ties from American frontier models, said Lizzi C Lee, a
fellow at the Asia Society Policy Institute’s Centre for
China Analysis.“These are still contested allegations at
this point, but I think the strategic implication is already
important,” she said.“The US spent a lot of energy con-
trolling the inputs into frontier AI, especially chips. But
now it seems that it is finally discovering that it may also
have to think about the outputs of frontier AI as a form of
technology transfer,” Lee said.“The US labs spend enor-
mous amounts of compute pushing out the frontier. But
Chinese developers can learn from those systems,” she
said. “And Chinese companies then (can) release very
capable open-weight models that spread globally.”

How Trump’s war on EVs derailed
America’s auto-factory revival

The Ultium Cells facility in Lordstown, Ohio, in May.
The $2.3 billion plant was built during the auto industry’s
biggest investment binge in generations. REUTERS/
Quinn GlabickiThe Ultium Cells facility in Lordstown, Ohio,
in May. The $2.3 billion plant was built during the auto
industry’s biggest investment binge in generations.
REUTERS/Quinn GlabickiA wave of manufacturing in-
vestment promised to revive struggling heartland towns
and build a U.S. supply chain for electric vehicles and
batteries. But policy changes since Trump's return to of-
fice have upended the boom, costing thousands of jobs.

September 16, 20264:30 AM GMT+5:30Updated 9
hours agoLORDSTOWN, Ohio - On a Friday afternoon in
May, three men sat chatting on folding chairs inside
Lordstown’s local United Auto Workers hall. Normally,
they’d be on their shift at the massive battery plant a few
miles away. But they’d been out of work all year.The fac-
tory – owned by General Motors and South Korea’s LG
Energy Solution – announced last fall that work would
stop in January because of slow electric-vehicle sales.
Their joint venture, Ultium Cells, indefinitely let go about
480 employees, and told the remaining 850 factory work-
ers they wouldn’t be needed for many months.That an-
nouncement came a few weeks after U.S. President
Donald Trump and congressional Republicans killed a
$7,500 tax credit that was intended to jumpstart consumer
demand for electric cars, sending U.S. EV sales tumbling.
The layoffs were a sobering letdown after the burst of
optimism when the factory opened four years ago, said
Steve Baier, one of the workers passing time inside the
union hall.“This plant is important to so many people,”
Baier said. “It's devastating.”The $2.3 billion, gleaming-
white battery plant looms over an interstate an hour from
Cleveland. It was built during the auto industry’s biggest
investment binge in generations. Between 2019 and 2024
– starting in Trump’s first term and extending through the
Biden administration – the U.S. auto industry launched a
massive wave of domestic manufacturing projects as it
embraced an electric future.Steve Baier, who worked at
Ultium Cells, speaks to Reuters at the local United Auto
Workers hall in Lordstown in May. Layoffs at the town's
EV battery plant have been devastating, he said.
REUTERS/Quinn Glabicki

The spending blitz promised an American auto-fac-
tory renaissance after decades of decline. The U.S.
needed its own EV-and-battery manufacturing base to
break away from China, which was increasingly domi-
nating EVs and their supply chains. Anti-China trade poli-
cies – launched during Trump’s first term and continued
under Joe Biden’s presidency – and federal EV subsi-
dies to buttress the market ensured that America’s EV
transition would require U.S. plants and workers.But since
Trump returned to office, an array of automotive, environ-
mental, trade and immigration policies has undermined
factory projects and employment in Lordstown and across
America’s heartland. Cancellations of EV projects and
related battery facilities have snowballed, killing or jeop-
ardizing tens of thousands of jobs, according to a Reuters
analysis of data from Atlas Public Policy, a nonpartisan
research firm that tracks clean-energy investments.

These policies are undercutting Trump’s long-stated
goal of creating auto-manufacturing jobs – core to his
economic vision. And they are putting the United States
further behind China and Europe in developing electric

vehicles, some analysts say.The fallout is landing mostly
on a swath of red states stretching from Georgia to Indi-
ana, which drew so much EV-related investment it earned
the nickname the Battery Belt. About 87% of the an-
nounced EV-related investments were in states Trump
won in 2024, according to Reuters’ analysis of the Atlas
data, which tracked activity from 2015 through August 24
this year.A shuttered entrance to the EV battery factory in
Lordstown in May. Work stopped in January because of
slow EV sales, though some workers returned in August.
REUTERS/Quinn GlabickiU.S. EV investment had slowed
even before Trump’s policies froze the market. Ameri-
cans weren’t gravitating to electric cars in the numbers
automakers had predicted, with some consumers turned
off by high prices and range anxiety. But auto executives
have cited Trump’s policies in their decisions to scrap
massive investments in EV and battery factories. Ford
CEO Jim Farley said watching EV sales plummet after
the tax credit expired last September “was really the im-
petus for us to make the call” on a massive writedown of
EV investments.In response to Reuters questions, White
House spokesman Kush Desai didn’t directly address
the impact of Trump’s anti-EV policies on auto-manufac-
turing employment, which has declined since Trump took
office. He faulted the Biden administration for fueling “ar-
tificial demand” for EVs with subsidies. Trump, he added,
“is slashing red tape, renegotiating broken trade deals,
and cutting taxes to secure trillions in new manufacturing
investments – including billions from domestic and for-
eign automakers.” Desai said the investments reflected
announced commitments from companies and
countries.Between 2019 and 2024, U.S. auto-manufac-
turing investments more than doubled from the prior six-
year period, and EVs accounted for all of that growth,
according to the Center for Automotive Research, which
tracked announced projects.The electric shift was partly
driven by carrot-and-stick measures implemented under
Biden, including stricter fuel-economy rules for gasoline-
powered vehicles to cut carbon emissions and tens of
billions in subsidies for battery production. But market
forces also pressured automakers to act. Tesla’s stock-
market valuation was approaching $1 trillion and startups
like Rivian and China’s NIO were drawing investors and
customers. One by one, automakers vowed to go big on
electric cars and battery tech.

Electric vehicles charge in the parking lot of the Ultium
Cells facility in Lordstown. Trump's EV policies have un-
dercut his long-stated goal of creating auto-manufactur-
ing jobs, a Reuters analysis of Atlas Public Policy data
shows. REUTERS/Quinn GlabickiUnlike past U.S. auto-
factory booms, EV manufacturing promised a deeper in-
dustrial base and expanded supply chain, requiring a
shift in the types of factories needed, said James
Rubenstein, a professor emeritus of geography at Miami
University of Ohio. It wasn’t practical, for instance, to re-
hab an engine plant to make batteries. Entirely new capi-
tal investments were needed.But last year, nearly $20
billion worth of projects were canceled, the Atlas data
show. Fresh-investment announcements slowed to
around $6.5 billion last year – just 29% of the amount a
year earlier and a fraction of the $55 billion the industry
pledged at the peak, in 2023."Electrification is about as
big a disruptor as we’ve had," Rubenstein said. Trump’s
rollbacks, he said, “push it back.”The Atlas data show the
projects canceled between January 2025 and August
this year had promised about 27,000 jobs.
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When Northeast women become
“Others” in Andhra Pradesh

Last week’s violence involving students from North-
east India and local students at RK Nursing College in
Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh, raises questions that go far
beyond a single altercation. At its heart lies a larger con-
cern about the safety, dignity and social inclusion of young
Northeast women who travel thousands of kilometres from
their homes in pursuit of education and professional mo-
bility.

The incident, which unfolded on 21–22 August, re-
portedly began with the theft of a mobile phone belong-
ing to a Rongmei Naga nursing student. She had left it for
charging in the hostel while taking a shower and was
preparing to travel home the next day. The phone was
later recovered without its SIM card and charger. The
alleged offender was said to be a local student.Missing
Belongings

The episode, however, did not emerge in isolation.
Thirty-one students from Manipur, Nagaland and Assam,
including Rongmei, Zeme, and Maring Nagas and Meitei
students, expressed frustration over repeated instances
of missing belongings. Some students claimed that, dur-
ing earlier journeys home for holidays, items from their
luggage had gone missing and were subsequently found
among the belongings of other students. Yet, according
to them, these grievances were not subjected to a trans-
parent institutional inquiry.When the students requested
their teacher to file an FIR over the 21st August case,
their request was declined. Tensions escalated into an
argument. Subsequently, some local students allegedly
contacted their parents, following which a group gath-
ered outside the college with sticks and stones. Police
personnel, including women constables, arrived to con-
trol the situation. Six Northeast girls were injured during
the confrontation.

The Northeast students alleged that they were pres-
sured to pack their belongings and leave the college,
prevented from recording the events, and attempt to physi-
cally separate them by the police. The police reportedly
maintained that they needed to appear strict towards the
Northeast students to calm the local people. The North-
east women reported that they were denied breakfast
and lunch on 22 August and were left deeply
traumatised.The immediate question is what institutional
failures allowed unresolved grievances to accumulate to
the point of confrontation?If belongings were repeatedly
reported missing, were proper inquiries conducted? Was
CCTV footage examined? Was there a functional griev-
ance-redressal mechanism through which students could
safely register complaints?For many students from North-
east India, migration to other parts of the country involves
a social transformation. At home, an individual may iden-
tify as Meitei, Naga, Mizo, Khasi, Garo, Assamese or
through another distinct ethnic or tribal identity. Outside
the region, however, these complex identities are often
collapsed into a single, homogenising category—the
“Northeasterner”.

Physical appearance, language, food habits and cul-
tural practices can make regional identities unusually vis-
ible. This is where the idea of racialised “othering” be-
comes important. Racialised exclusion does not always
take the form of explicit abuse or acts of violence. It oper-
ates through everyday stereotyping, ridicule, suspicion,
exclusion or differential treatment. This does not mean,
however, that every disagreement involving a student
from Northeast India should automatically be described

as racism. Such conclusions must be based on evidence.
Students from Northeast India are increasingly mov-

ing across the country for education and employment.
Yet mobility does not automatically produce inclusion.
For them, a hostel is not merely a place of accommoda-
tion. It is her temporary home. The college, therefore,
becomes not only a site of learning but also an important
structure of care, authority and protection.The young
women involved in the Kakinada episode are not merely
students. They are also migrants, women and members
of ethnic communities whose identities become particu-
larly visible outside their home region. These social loca-
tions intersect to create specific forms of vulnerability.

A student who is far from home may worry not only
about theft or physical violence, but also about retalia-
tion, academic consequences, loss of accommodation
and the absence of local support networks.A local stu-
dent may have access to family, friends, language and
social networks that a migrant student does not possess.
Recognising such differences is not a demand for “spe-
cial treatment”. It is a recognition that formal equality does
not always produce substantive equality. Treating un-
equal circumstances as though they were identical can
itself reproduce inequality.

The response to conflict cannot simply be to ask
migrant students to “adjust”, remain silent or leave. At the
same time, local students should not be collectively
blamed merely because of their regional identity. Collec-
tive blame would reproduce the same logic of “othering”
that we seek to challenge.One of the dangers in situa-
tions such as this is the rapid transformation of an indi-
vidual dispute into a conflict between “locals” and “out-
siders”. Once this happens, individual responsibility can
disappear into collective identity. An incident of this na-
ture can become a regional conflict. This is why educa-
tional institutions must intervene early, fairly and deci-
sively.

In this case, North East Connect Association (NECA)
Hyderabad intervened to support the Northeast students,
who lacked immediate local support.The reported assur-
ance by the Superintendent of Police that no student
would be forced out of the hostel, along with the warning
that action could be taken against the institution if the
matter was not properly addressed, is therefore signifi-
cant. The temporary relocation of the students and efforts
to resolve the situation may provide immediate relief, but
the larger question remains how the institution can en-
sure that such insecurity does not recur.

Education must also provide protectionThe
Kakinada episode should prompt a broader examination
of private professional institutions that actively recruit stu-
dents from across India. Families send their daughters
far from home because they believe education will pro-
vide dignity and a better future. Institutions that enrol stu-
dents from distant regions have a corresponding respon-
sibility to ensure accessible grievance redressal mecha-
nisms, non-discriminatory administrative procedures and
protection against intimidation.

Students cannot be treated merely as enrolment
numbers or sources of institutional revenue. Educational
institutions must create systems that take these unequal
conditions seriously. A “Northeast Cell” should be formed
in every colleges/universities in South India, like Delhi
University.The immediate requirement in the Kakinada
case is a transparent investigation, and those found re-
sponsible for violence, theft or other wrongdoing must be
held accountable through due process. Racialised ex-
clusion is not always produced through acts of hatred. It
can also be sustained through silence, indifference and
an unequal willingness to listen.The young Northeast
women who travelled to Andhra Pradesh did not leave
home to become symbols of a regional conflict. They trav-
elled in search of education, professional opportunity,
dignity and a future.The real test of an inclusive India is
not whether people from different regions can enter the
same classroom. It is whether they can live there with
dignity, security and the confidence that, when they face
injustice, the institution will listen to them and protect them.

Looming US sanctions on Iran
put China oil buying in spotlight

SINGAPORE, China has for several years been the
biggest buyer of Iranian oil, putting its purchases in the
spotlight as the U.S. threatens heavy economic sanc-
tions on Tehran.Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent was
scheduled to hold ?a press conference at 1 p.m. EDT
(1700 GMT) on Monday.

The Reuters Power Up newsletter by columnist Ron
Bousso provides everything you need to know about the
global energy industry. Sign up here.Following are key
details on China's ?oil trade with Iran, which last year
averaged 1.4 million barrels per day, according to ship-
tracking firm Kpler.The U.S. renewed its blockade of Iran's
ships and ports on July 13 ?in an attempt to cut off oil
sales as a deal to halt their war broke down,
throttlingIranian ?exports.

There have been no visible crossings of the Strait of
Hormuz since then, according to ?Kpler data, although
many vessels turn off their location transponders, mak-
ing them difficult to track.Shipments fell to 785,000 ?bar-
rels per day in June, the lowest since February 2023 and
probably rose in July to 823,000 bpd, but ?the intake so
far in August has dropped to 534,000 bpd, provisional
Kpler data showed.

WHO ARE THE CHINESE BUYERS?
Chinese independent refiners have been the main

Iranian crude buyers, attracted by what has typically been
a steep discount to mainstream barrels.A drone view
shows a Chinese-flagged oil tanker moored at an oil ter-

minal at Tsing Yi port in Hong Kong, China March 19,
2026. REUTERS/Joyce Zhou Purchase Licensing Rights,
opens new tab

China's big state refiners have ?shunned Iranian oil
since 2019, when the U.S. reimposed sanctions on
Tehran, and China's official customs data does ?not show
any purchases of Iranian crude.Iranian oil delivered to
China has long been branded as Malaysian, and more
recently Indonesian, ?and is ?settled in Chinese currency,
trading in a tight loop involving a chain of difficult-to-track
intermediaries, refinery sources and traders involved in
the business have said.

HAVE PREVIOUS U.S. SANCTIONS BEEN
EFFECTIVE?Washington has intensified its efforts to
clamp down on Chinese purchases of Iranian oil since
President Donald Trump returned to the White House
early last year, imposing sanctions on ?mostly smaller
Chinese refiners ?and other participants in the ?supply
chain, which have in some cases proven disruptive.The
U.S. Treasury Department has also warned two larger
Chinese banks they could face secondary sanctions if
Iranian funds were found ?moving through their systems,
but has stopped short of designating them.In April, Wash-
ington ?imposed sanctions on Hengli ?Petrochemical
(Dalian) refinery, along with about 40 shipping firms and
vessels, accusing Hengli of buying billions of dollars worth
of Iranian oil, escalating its efforts to curb Tehran's oil
revenue. Hengli has denied buying Iranian oil.However,
sanctions themselves have done ?little to ?slow overall
flows of Iranian oil into China.China's Iranian oil imports
?stood at 1.24 million and 1.58 million bpd in January
and February, respectively, Kpler data showed.China,
which has said it rejects ?unilateral sanctions, has called
for a resolution through diplomatic and political means.

Trump administration moves to impose
more than $100,000 fee for H-1B worker visas

 President Donald Trump's administration on Mon-
day released a proposed regulation to codify an unprec-
edented more than $100,000 fee on new ?H-1B visas for
highly skilled foreign workers that Trump first imposed
last year but has been blocked by the courts.The fee ?first
imposed by Trumpin a temporary proclamation last year,
opens new tab

vastly raises the cost of the visas that are heavily
relied on in the tech, education and research
sectors.Jumpstart your morning with the latest legal news
delivered straight to your inbox from The Daily Docket
newsletter. Sign up here.A federal judge in June ruled
that the fee was illegal and blocked the Trump adminis-
tration from collecting it. A Boston-based appeals court is
reviewing that decision while a different court considers
whether a ?judge in Washington, D.C., properly rejected
a challenge to the fee by a major business group.Trump's
2025 proclamation imposing the fee expires ?in Septem-
ber, one year after it was issued, but directed the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security to adopt regulations
making it ?permanent.The proposed $103,265 fee by
DHS, posted online in the Federal Register on Monday
to be formally published on Tuesday, kicks off a 30-day
public comment period. The ?rule could be finalized by
the end of the year.The H-1B program allows U.S. em-
ployers to hire foreign workers with training in specialty
fields and offers ?65,000 visas annually, with another
20,000 for workers with advanced degrees, approved for
three to six years.sharply increased the cost of obtaining
some H-1B visas, which had typically come with about
$2,000 to $5,000 in fees, depending on various factors.

DEBATE OVER VISA PROGRAMTrump, a Republi-
can, and other critics of the H-1B program say it is abused
by many ?companies who replace American workers with
cheaper foreign labor. But business groups and many
individual companies have said the visa program is
needed to address ?a lack of qualified American workers
for some jobs and to allow U.S. businesses to recruit top
talent.About 70 employers had paid the $100,000 fee on
a total of ?85 visa ?applications as of late February, ac-
cording to court filings.In imposing the fee, Trump invoked
the president's power under federal immigration law to
restrict the entry of certain foreign nationals who would
be detrimental to U.S. interests.

The fee is being challenged by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, the largest U.S. business lobbying group,
Democratic-led states and a coalition of unions and em-
ployers. Those lawsuits could be amended to challenge
the rule proposed this week once it is finalized.

LEGAL CHALLENGES MOUNTThe lawsuits claim
that ?Trump's power to restrict entry does ?not allow him
to override the ?law that created the H-1B visa program.
The states and groups that sued also say that the Home-
land Security Department cannot impose fees, taxes or
other means to generate revenue for the United States
without permission from Congress.The ?Trump adminis-
tration has maintained that the fee is not a traditional tax
and that courts have little power ?to question the
president's ?authority to restrict entry into the country.Amid
Trump's broader immigration crackdown, employers last
year registered for about 344,000 H-1B visas, down more
than 25% from 2024 and fewer than half of the 794,000
visas sought in 2023, according todata, opens new
tabfrom U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.The
Trump administration has also ordered enhanced vetting
of H-1B applicants ?and proposed ?a new visa selection
process that would favor higher-skilled and better-paid
workers. Earlier in August, ?the Department of Home-
land Security in a separate rule

added fees of up to $4,500, opens new tabto appli-
cations to extend the stay of H-1B workers or to transfer
employees based in other countries to the ?United
States.Reporting by Daniel Wiessner in Albany, New
York; Additional reporting by Daphne Psaledakis and Su-
san Heavey in Washington; Editing by Alexia Garamfalvi
and Matthew LewisOur Standards: The Thomson Reuters
Trust Principles., opens new tabDan Wiessner
(@danwiessner) reports on labor and employment

Trump's Kim gambit deepens doubts over
US reliability at a key moment for Asia

TOKYO/TAIPEI/NEW DELHI,- Donald Trump's olive
branch to North Korea's Kim Jong Un at the expense of a
long-standing ally comes at a pivotal moment for U.S.
security ?ties in Asia, as partners from Japan to India
reassess how much they can rely on Washington.The
U.S. president's abrupt decision to cut back military drills
with South Korea last week, which he described ?as hos-
tile to Pyongyang, has reinforced fears that Trump's
unpredictability could strain alliances that have long main-
tained peace in the region, government officials and se-
curity experts said.

Make sense of global markets with the Trading Day
newsletter. Sign up here.Japan worries it too could find
itself in Trump's cross-hairs as it embarks on thorny secu-
rity negotiations; Taiwan is warily watching an upcoming
summit between Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping;
and India is growing less certain of its place in
Washington's strategic calculus."The decision will cer-
tainly fuel growing doubts in the region about U.S. secu-
rity commitments," said Jeremy Chan, a senior analyst
with political risk consultancy ?Eurasia Group and former
U.S. diplomat in Japan and China.

Adding to the anxiety, the United States cancelled
another military exercise with South Korea scheduled for
next month, Seoul said on Monday, after Washington cited
constraints on U.S. ?forces due to the Iran war.Trump
has been frustrated by the failure of U.S. allies to support
the war and made it clear that many of them must spend
?more on their own defence, a White House official said
when asked about such concerns.He is eager to restart
talks with North Korea and secure a win on the interna-
tional stage to counter his unpopular conflict with Iran,
according to a ?person briefed on discussions between
U.S. and South Korean officials.

'EXTREMELY TROUBLING' FOR TOKYOTrump's
push to meet Kim - which has so far drawn a frosty re-
sponse from Pyongyang - could backfire and embolden
nuclear-armed North Korea, said Itsunori Onodera, an
influential Japanese lawmaker ?and former defence
minister.Such a prospect is "extremely troubling" for To-
kyo, he said on a Fuji TV news programme last Thursday.
Despite Trump's overtures, Pyongyang fired a volley of
ballistic missiles off its east coast earlier that day, trigger-
ing alerts in neighbouring South Korea and Japan.

What worries Japanese officials more is Trump's ap-
proach as Tokyo embarks on talks with Washington over
how much it should pay towards the cost of hosting U.S.
forces, America's largest overseas deployment.Japan is
bracing for the possibility that Trump could, with little warn-
ing, demand a sharp hike that would ?be politically diffi-
cult to swallow, said a senior Japanese government offi-
cial, requesting anonymity due to the sensitivity of the
matter.Trump could also wield upcoming U.S. military
exercises with Japan in October as leverage, analysts
say. Officials in Washington and Tokyo ?said they did not
expect the exercises to be curtailed, though Trump could
change his mind at any point, they cautioned.The drills,
known as Keen Sword, may already be smaller than their
2024 iteration because of the diversion of U.S. assets
and personnel ?to the conflict ?with Iran.That shift - which
recently saw America's only forward-deployed aircraft
carrier in Asia, the USS George Washington, depart for
the Middle East to relieve the beleaguered USS Abraham
Lincoln - has stirred concern that U.S. deterrence against
China is being eroded.During a visit to Asia this month,
Pentagon policy chief Elbridge Colby said working with
allies to ensure combat readiness along the so-called
first island chain that runs from Japan through the Philip-
pines is a priority for Washington.

TRUMP, XI AND TAIWANNowhere are concerns
about China's growing military pressure more acute than
in Taiwan, the democratically governed island claimed
by Beijing.Trump has held up approval of a $14 billion
package of arms sales to Taipei in order to maintain warm
relations and a fragile trade truce with ?China's Xi.

As Trump prepares for his latest round of ?summitry
with Xi in Washington next month, officials in ?Taipei say
they expect Washington will at the very least carve up the
arms sales into smaller chunks to try and avoid upsetting
Beijing too much.Domingo Yang of the Taiwan defence
ministry's think tank, the Institute for National Defence
and Security Research, says there is a distinction be-
tween Trump's rhetoric and actual U.S. behaviour, noting
U.S. intelligence sharing, training and patrols ?with Tai-
wan remain substantial.A U.S. Navy aircraft transited the
Taiwan Strait on Friday in a move the United States de-
scribed as demonstrating its "commitment to a free and
open Indo-Pacific."Trump's ?latest actions have also
rocked confidence ?in India, where the U.S. risks squan-
dering years of efforts to draw New Delhi closer as a
counterweight to Russia and China, security analysts
say.It also comes after the Pentagon's decision in June to
rename its Asia military headquarters to Pacific Com-
mand from Indo-Pacific Command, a move some ana-
lysts say is a sign India is no longer as strategically im-
portant to Washington.

The Pentagon denied any such shift. But Trump's
steep tariffs on Indian exports and repeated claims that
he had mediated an India-Pakistan ceasefire had ?al-
ready exasperated New ?Delhi. Officials there are now
"very, very cautious" about committing to long-term de-
fence deals with Washington, according to two Indian
sources with knowledge of the ?matter."The latest deci-
sion only reinforces President Trump's transactional view
of foreign affairs and serves as a reminder that differ-
ences over specific policies, even among allies, can carry
costs for the broader bilateral relationship," said Pearl
Pandya, senior analyst at Armed Conflict Location & Event
Data, a conflict monitoring group.

Reporting by ?John Geddie, Yukiko Toyoda,
Nobuhiro Kubo and Tim Kelly in Tokyo; Ben Blanchard in
Taipei; Aftab Ahmed in New Delhi; Greg Torode in Hong
Kong; and Michael Martina, Idrees Ali, Trevor Hunnicutt
and Phil Stewart in Washington; Editing by Lincoln
Feast.Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Prin-
ciples., opens new tabJohn is the lead writer for Japan &
Greater China, reporting on everything from elections to
earthquakes. Previously based in Singapore and Lon-
don, his work has received several journalism accolades,
including a 2022 SOPA Award for Excellence in Report-
ing on the Environment.Ben joined Reuters as a com-
pany news reporter in Shanghai in 2003 before moving
to Beijing in 2005 to cover Chinese politics and diplo-
macy. In 2019 Ben was appointed the Taiwan bureau
chief covering everything from elections and entertain-
ment to semiconductors.Aftab Ahmed is Reuters' South
Asia Chief Correspondent for Politics, based in New Delhi.
He leads coverage of political developments, govern-
ment policy, defence, security and elections across

Make sense of global markets with the Trading
Day newsletter. Sign up here.Japan worries it too could
find itself in Trump's cross-hairs as it embarks on thorny
security negotiations;

Tata Power commissions 190.5
MW FDRE project in Rajasthan
New Delhi: Tata Power Renewable Energy on Mon-

day said that it has commissioned a 190.5 MW firm and
dispatchable renewable energy (FDRE) project at
Kalasar, Bikaner, in Rajasthan.This is part of a bigger
460 MW FDRE project, a company statement said.
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Japan prepares ground for T20 with India,
Sri Lanka pitches in, and sponsors line up

In January this year, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his Japanese counterpart, Toshimitsu
Motegi, exchanged cricketing gifts. Motegi’s gift was the
Japan cricket team’s pink jersey, while Jaishankar handed
him a bat autographed by Indian cricketers.That proved
to be a harbinger of sorts. The two countries are now set
to play their first bilateral match at the Sano International
Cricket Ground, about 100 kilometres from Tokyo, on Sep-
tember 22. Team India led by Shreyas Iyer will face the
Japan team captained by Kendel Kadowaki-Fleming in
the T20 International.

The match is part of the celebrations to mark 75 years
of diplomatic relations between the two countries. Follow-
ing a meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in July, the
two sides had announced 2027 as the ‘India-Japan Year
of Shared Horizons’ to mark the milestone.

“Suddenly, this wasn’t just us wanting to attract a full
member (of the International Cricket Council) to inspire a
new audience — it became a key event in the 75th anni-
versary celebration of friendship between the two coun-
tries. We were suddenly able to get the support of both
governments in talking to our Indian counterparts,” Japan
Cricket Association (JCA) CEO Naoki Alex Miyaji told The
Indian Express. Japan is an associate member of the
ICC.For a baseball-obsessed country trying to take cricket
to the masses, the T20 International, ahead of the cricket
matches at the Asian Games, has come as a shot in the
arm. Sponsor and spectator interest has been high, ac-
cording to Miyaji, with Suzuki coming on board as title
sponsor.“Of course, you cannot talk about 75 years of
friendship between India and Japan without talking about
Suzuki. We also approached MUFG, the biggest bank in
Japan, State Bank of India, and TCS, none of whom were
JCA partners. We had really good responses,” Miyaji
said.While a chunk of the JCA budget is being invested in
the India-Japan match, Miyaji pointed to long-term ben-
efits. “Our annual budget is somewhere between 200 and

300 million yen. This match is costing us about 100 mil-
lion yen. The BCCI has supported this event. But more
than the money, it is about bringing new audiences, giv-
ing everyone an opportunity to see the impact a match
can have, and also showcase what the Japan team can
do,” Miyaji said.

Anticipating a large crowd, the Sano cricket ground’s
capacity has been increased from 500 to 2,000. “We put
tickets on sale about two weeks before the event… even
before we were able to send out the emails announcing
the sale, the tickets started going,” Miyaji said.Not want-
ing to risk the quality of the cricket pitch, the JCA reached
out to Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) for assistance. SLC sent
their groundsmen and clay for the pitches, not only for the
ground in Sano but also for the stadium in Nisshin City,
Aichi Prefecture, where the Asian Games matches will be
played.“We were going to re-lay the Sano International
Cricket Ground anyway, but we brought that plan forward
and decided to lay pitches in Aichi at the same time. Same
clay, same pitches, so teams at the Asian Games can
train in Sano too,” Miyaji said.

A regular at the ICC Under-19 World Cups, the Ja-
pan team narrowly missed out on making it to the T20
World Cup hosted by India earlier this year.But Japan’s
cricketing landscape is widening beyond Sano, which is
the hub of cricket in the country. JCA’s City of Cricket
programme aims to develop the sport, including in
schools, in hubs outside Tokyo. It started in Sano, over a
decade ago, and now covers Watari, 300-350 kilometres
north of Tokyo, Kaizuka in Osaka, and Nisshin.“We’re also
working in Hamamatsu, the home of Suzuki’s headquar-
ters,” Miyaji said. JCA has introduced cricket as a subject
in some schools.The Chennai-born Sabaorish
Ravichandran, who plays as an all-rounder for Japan,
has seen the game grow during his decade-long stay
there. “In Japan, everyone has a day job. Nobody gets
paid to play. But on the weekends, you will see hundreds
heading to Sano to play cricket. There are a couple of
them who even take the bullet train to travel to play. Play-
ers like Makoto Taniyama and Wataru Miyauchi, who
came through the school cricket system, moved cities just
to play cricket,” he said.JCA is also asking its players to
learn the game’s terminology in Japanese, so that it isn’t
viewed as a foreign sport. “We’ve been developing the
Japan way. We do want to be distinctly Japanese in the
way that we do things in cricket, on and off the field,” said
Kadowaki-Fleming.He added that baseball is also being
tapped for cricketing talent. “I want cricket to be a genuine
option for baseball players in schools. Once that hap-
pens, cricket will have its own Shohei Ohtani (baseball
superstar) in a few years,” he said.

Yuvraj Singh warns India before World
Cup year: ‘Don’t make massive changes’
India are set to begin their 2026-27 home season

officially from September 27, starting with three ODIs
against the West Indies, a year out from the 2027 World
Cup in Africa.Rumours and speculation have been rife
regarding the spots of batting stalwarts Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli in the side leading up to the quadrennial event,
with the former facing the heat more often between recent
series. As preparations heat up for Shubman Gill’s men,
former India all-rounder Yuvraj Singh has sounded a
warning to the team management, urging them not to make
huge changes to the composition over the next 13 months.

“They need to focus on building the same team to
play in a year’s time, because you don’t want to make big
changes at the last moment,” the 2011 ODI World Cup
winner told Cricinfo. “Whoever your players are, whether
they are 16 or 20, it’s important that everybody gets game
time because obviously now there’s more T20s and less
50-over cricket. Whatever matches there are, it’s impor-
tant that players get enough game time to prepare for the
World Cup.Yuvraj, who was the Player of the Series dur-
ing the 2011 World Cup edition, noted how India have
faltered when they have made conspicuous transitions
before World Cup events.“Every time India have faltered
is when they’ve made some massive changes at the last
moment or in the tournament. So I think it’s important that
we stick to a team that we believe can lift the 2027 World
Cup and stick by those guys whether they fail or succeed
till that moment. Belief in the squad is very important,”
Yuvraj said.After returning scores of 26 and 10 in the first
two ODIs in England in July, Rohit slammed his detrac-

tors with a score of 137 in the final match at Lord’s, albeit
in a losing cause. Rohit will be 40 by the next iteration of
the World Cup in Africa in October 2027, while Kohli will
turn 39 during the event. Yuvraj added that consistency in
players had powered India to four finals across white-ball
formats since 2023.India won the T20 World Cups in 2024
and 2026, while clinching the Champions Trophy title last
year and finished runners-up at the previous World Cup
in 2023.“That’s something that we have also done in the
last two T20 World Cups,” Yuvraj said. “We also played
the 50-over World Cup final [in 2023]. So we have had a
lot of consistency in white-ball cricket. And that’s what
they need to do as well to think of first qualifying for the
semis and then going on to play in the last two [knockout
matches]. I think that’s a long way ahead. Focus should
be to get a squad ready which is together and ready to
fight in any situation,” said Yuvraj.

Ganges Grandmasters win
 maiden Global Chess League title

 Hyderabad: Ian Nepomniachtchi pounced on a po-
sitional error by world No. 1 Magnus Carlsen to help
Ganges Grandmasters upset defending champions Al-
pine APL Pipers and clinch their maiden Global Chess
League (GCL) title, a joint initiative of Tech Mahindra and
FIDE, in Bengaluru.The Grandmasters won the two-leg
final 7-5, having drawn the opening leg 3-3 with the white
pieces, to etch their name on the trophy, while FYERS
American Gambits bagged third place by beating CheQ
Mumba Masters 7.5-4.5 in a two-leg playoff.

Season 4 of the Global Chess League witnessed
one of the closest league stages in the history of the com-
petition, with all six teams staying in contention for the top
four spots until the eighth round. The finalists were de-
cided only after the last match was played on Saturday
evening.The Pipers made it through to the final only after
the Mumba Masters defeated the Gambits in the last league
game, but could not find a way past the Ganges Grand-
masters, who had topped the league stage on better game
points.

Unlike the group stage, where a win with black
fetched four points against three for white, a win in the
knockout matches was worth just one point, irrespective
of colour. This meant that winning more games than the
opponent was the key.With the first leg ending 3-3, the
Pipers would have fancied their chances with the white
pieces, and it looked like they would have a chance to
retain the crown with Carlsen looking good for a win on
the icon board.But the Norwegian made a positional error
while going for the kill on move 28, and Nepomniachtchi
did not give his opponent any chance to recover.

Stavroula Tsolakidou then defeated Koneru Humpy
to put the result beyond doubt.In the first match of the final,

Ganges Grandmasters grabbed an early advantage as
Levon Aronian controlled the match against Anish Giri
from the start, and the Dutchman ran out of time after 49
moves. The Pipers’ dugout would have wondered if they
were wrong in opting for the black pieces after winning
the toss.With all other boards ending in draws, Volodar
Murzin had to win for the Pipers to draw the match, and
the former world rapid chess champion delivered under
pressure, forcing Luke Leon Mendonca to resign after 49
moves to tie the score at 3-3.

“I have to admit that I got insanely unlucky as I pre-
pared for this game with black and I had not thought of the
line and I was in trouble. But then I had just one idea left
and I was hoping that he blunders and he did and I got
lucky,” said Nepomniachtchi, who also received the Player
of the Match award.“It’s also a special feeling to win the
title given the support we got here and the team spirit we
built,” he added.Tsolakidou was named the Player of the
Tournament for scoring a total of 21.5 points, including six
wins and three draws in 12 games

‘We are hasty in judging him’: Former
India players back Samson after 57 vs AFG

Sanju Samson turned up with his fastest T20I half-
century despite a rough start against Afghanistan in the
second T20I in Delhi on Tuesday, leading India to a com-
fortable series victory.Recovering from his poor start to
the series, scoring 10 runs in the series opener, Samson
registered 57 off 22 balls with seven fours and four sixes.
The Kerala wicket-keeper, who had a dream T20 World
Cup turnaround, led India to the title with three consecu-
tive half-centuries in the knockout stages.Samson’s T20I
form went downhill during the tour to Ireland and England,
scoring 33 runs in four innings. The Kerala wicket-keeper
was subsequently dropped from the XI, paving the way
for the inclusion of teenage sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi. The 15-year-old southpaw had a quiet

England tour with scores of 13, 14 and 15, but later went
on a rampage during the three-match series in Zimba-
bwe, a tour Samson was not a part of.Breaking a rut of
four innings without a substantial score, Samson received
backing from former India seamer Mohit Sharma who said
that the 31-year-old is judged prematurely.“Sanju batted
brilliantly. I often feel that we are a little hasty in judging
him. The way he batted has probably put an end to the
debate,” Sharma told Cricbuzz.Former India batter
Mohammed Kaif added that Samson’s spot will be undis-
putable if he attains consistency.“The biggest thing that
came out of all this is Sanju Samson scoring runs, be-
cause we have given him opportunities. Why do we keep
talking about Vaibhav Sooryavanshi? That’s because
Sanju Samson has been dismissed without even scoring
10 runs, many times. He has been out for 0, 2, 5 or 6 runs,
and his form after the World Cup has not been that good,”
he said.“Everyone knows the kind of potential and skill
Samson has, and there is no better player against spin
than him. He knows how to hit Rashid Khan and
Mohammad Nabi for sixes, everyone knows about his
dominance against spin. I think his problem is scoring
consistently.If he does that, no harm will ever come to
him. No one will ever raise a question again. Vaibhav
Suryavanshi is a great talent, but he will remain benched.
The 3-4 poor knocks that follow after a big score like a
100, that is where Samson needs to work on. So, I think
today’s innings will relieve some pressure,” Kaif added.

Why tuning is the most important
aspect of Compound Archery

They make it easier for the archer than a more com-
plex Recurve bow. Simultaneously, this factor has kept
Compound Archery away out of the Olympics until its in-
clusion for Los Angeles. Because the bow was consid-
ered too simplistic, and far too enabling to test absolute
string-drawing and precision-aiming skill. It was being too
helpful.But with its inclusion as a solitary mixed-team event,
the focus is on what sets apart the top archers in Com-
pound, from the rest in an event that still makes demands
on tiny detailing.The force required to draw a Recurve
bow using fingers is almost always in excess of 60 pounds.
The compound bow has inbuilt mechanized pulleys so
the maximum draw weight, has a ceiling of 60 pounds.
This peak force required at full draw is 60-75% percent
less than Recurve. Compound archers aim with far less
strain.

The bow design, which sees use of a levering sys-
tem of pulleys and cables, thence relies more on its own
stretched limbs than the archer’s massive shoulder / back
power.The Compound bow uses a system of pulleys and
cables making shooting faster and more accurate than a
Recurve bow. (Express Photo by Kamleshwar Singh) The
Compound bow uses a system of pulleys and cables mak-
ing shooting faster and more accurate than a Recurve
bow. (Express Photo by Kamleshwar Singh)The arrows
are clipped on the bow string against a nocking point.
Being inside the D-Loop, a short arc of material is con-
nected to the release aid. Sitting on top of the arrow rest,
a mechanism added for the first time in 1995, the archer
doesn’t need to touch the arrow with their fingers. It’s like
a gun on a tripod.Coach Sanjeeva Singh who brought
Compound bows to India back in 2003, says the wheeled
bow is all about tuning, draw lengths and archer position.
“The position of peep sight changes based on draw length,
bido and head positions of archer, as the stiffness of the
(bow) limbs. The draw length and position changes due
to the mechanical release. It took me a year to learn and
our efforts paid off when Paltan Hansda won the junior
world title in 2006,” adds Singh.Worlds silver medallist
Jyothi Surekha Vennam, who won three gold medals in
last Asian Games, uses a bow with a draw length of 27.5
inches while her Asian games team-mate Prithika
Pradeep’s bow is 25 inches. Vennam has a poundage of
55 pounds before the mechanical stop triggers the re-
lease aid.“While mechanical cams are the same, we have
to adjust the bow limbs as per the poundage. The draw
length once set, does not change and the string will stop
at the set length. Then we also have to adjust the long
stabiliser as well as the short Vibration Reduction System
(VRS) stabiliser with the weights and dampers attached.
When the arrow is drawn, the stabiliser absorbs the force
as well as brings weight control and balance so that the
bow does not fall too much,” says national coach Jiwanjot
Singh Teja.

With the mechanical system, the archers are able to
shoot arrows in excess of 300kph. Recurve? Capped at

around 200kph.The bows of Vennam as well as world
bronze medallist Rishabh Yadav apart from former world
number one Sara Lopez only differ in poundage and the
draw length. Teja also talks about more accuracy brought
by new materials. “Earlier the bows were made of glass
fibre but now bows are made of carbon fibre and other
materials. An archer like Rishabh or Jyothi uses Hoyt
Concept X with just the difference being the poundage
and the size,” adds Teja.The recurve bow sees archers
using their back, shoulder and arm muscles more with
archers relying more on technique as well as release
through fingers. Teja also outlines one major difference.
“In recurve, one needs to have almost perfect body align-
ment where one’s shoulders, arms and spine form the
letter T. In Compound, that’s not the case. We can adjust
with the tuning and other aspects of the bow,” he
explains.The Compound bow has an interesting history
in India. Back in the 2003 World Archery Championships
in USA, the then former national recurve champion
Sanjeeva Singh saw compound bows for the first time.
Singh immediately bought four of those.The bow was in-
vented in the USA in 1960’s, only as a more mechanically
efficient equipment than Recurve, to carry back home.
With India having won 16 medals in compound archery in
Asian Games history, Singh, who started training com-
pound archers in 2004, remembers how the bow fasci-
nated him.At that time, short height archers would struggle
with recurve bows. When I saw the compound bow, I was
intrigued by the more mechanical efficient bow,” he re-
calls. In 2004, John Dudley, a leading name in compound
archery, was invited to conduct workshops here and as
Singh learnt tuning as well as the complications of the
mechanical system. “Things like adjusting the tuning of
the arrowhead as well as the spine of the arrows, which
are more stiffer as compared to recurve arrows, were
taught,” Singh recalls.

Football’s loss, hockey’s gain: How Bichu
Devi became custodian of Indian fortunes

As Bichu Devi Kharibam stretched to her left for a
last-gasp save against England in the Women’s Hockey
World Cup and kept India alive in the competition, vet-
eran Savita Punia jumped like an excited kid in the dug-
out.

The reel went viral on social media platforms with
many Indian fans discovering Bichu’s shot-saving prow-
ess for the first time. However, according to Savita, this
was just one of the many big moments Bichu is likely to
enjoy in her career.“She has been my understudy for three
years and I can tell you she is one of the best goalkeepers
around,” Savita told The Indian Express. “Whenever we
are playing, Bichu pushes me to the limit and I try to do the
same. Our bond off the field helps us get better on it know-
ing that we have got each other’s back.”

Talking about that viral moment that took India to the
second round of the World Cup, Bichu said, “The commu-
nication between me and Savitadi is like telepathy. As it
was the last quarter, I was nervous and constantly looking
at her. She asked me to calm down with her hand ges-
tures. Once that assurance came, I just did what I had to
do.”

Savita, the 36-year-old goalkeeper from Haryana
who is in the autumn of her career, can speak for hours
about her bond with the 25-year-old Manipuri, who can
duly return the favour.

Timely upgradesIf someone had asked a younger
Bichu where she wants to be in 2026, she would have
happily said it was the Indian women’s football team. But
as fate would have it, there were no vacancies by the time
she made it to a local training academy. After crying her
eyes out, she took her father’s suggestion and picked up

hockey.Bichu’s career has gone through several phases,
and she has had to update herself regularly to get to where
she is right now.Bichu started as a forward before P
Nilakomol Singh, the understudy to goalkeeper Romeo
James at the 1984 Olympics and one of the earliest
Manipuri Olympians, asked her to switch roles after look-
ing at her frame.Savita (L), the 36-year-old goalkeeper
who is in the autumn of her career, can speak for hours
about her bond with the 25-year-old Bichu Devi. (Hockey
India) Savita (L), the 36-year-old goalkeeper who is in the
autumn of her career, can speak for hours about her bond
with the 25-year-old Bichu Devi. (Hockey India)“I barely
knew anything about hockey. When I switched, I was a
striker but Nilakomol sir asked me to become a goalkeeper.
I had no idea what I would do,” Bichu recalls.In 2015,
Bichu shifted to the Madhya Pradesh Hockey Academy to
take her game to the next level. While she honed her
goalkeeping skills, she also had to brush up on her
Hindi.“Trust me, learning Hindi seemed more difficult than
goalkeeping at that time. But it was needed for me to un-
derstand the coaches better and communicate with my
teammates. I learnt Hindi by watching TV news channels,”
said Bichu.However, all the minutes spent in front of the
TV and the hours spent under the goalpost paid off when
she made her senior India debut in 2022. But she was
largely an understudy to Savita, one of the best goalkeep-
ers in the world.Aggressive to patientBichu has had a lot
of waiting to do in her career.Be it her transition from the
juniors after the Youth Olympics medal in 2018 or the time
it took for her to be a regular in the senior team. But the
wait has shaped her personality to the point that she faces
the best in the world without flinching.
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Aditya Chopra ‘was chasing drones’ at his
secret 13-guest wedding with Rani Mukerji

Aditya Chopra "kept chasing drones away" at wed-
ding with Rani Mukerji, says Sabyasachi
Mukherjee.Aditya Chopra "kept chasing drones away" at
wedding with Rani Mukerji, says Sabyasachi
Mukherjee.Actor Rani Mukerji and filmmaker Aditya
Chopra pulled off a heist when they managed to get keep
their high-profile wedding very low-profile. The couple,
who had kept their romance a hush-hush affair, tied the
knot on April 21, 2014 in Italy. “We are happy to announce
that Mr. Aditya Chopra and Ms. Rani Mukherji got married
last night on 21st April in Italy. The wedding was a very
small intimate affair with very close family and friends,”
said a statement by Aditya’s production house Yash Raj
Films at the time.

Sabyasachi on Rani, Aditya’s secret weddingOne of

the highlights of the secret wedding was Rani becoming
the first official Sabyasachi bride. Sabyasachi Mukherjee
recently opened up on his experience of doing Rani’s
lehenga at her secret Italy wedding. “When she did a se-
cret wedding with 15 people, I think only 13 people were
allowed, and Adi was chasing drones,” he said, as Rani,
standing next to him, laughed out loud. Earlier, he’d re-
vealed Rani gave him only one week to get the outfit ready.

Sabyasachi had often made an exception for Rani
Mukerji, including her being the only Indian actor he still
customizes outfits for. “I don’t do custom for Bollywood.
But I did a custom sari for her. Because I don’t think Rani
is Bollywood. She’s family,” he said in an Instagram Reel
shared by Diet Sabya. In fact, the last time Sabyasachi did
styling for a Bollywood film was also for Rani in Varun V
Sharma’s 2021 crime comedy Bunty Aur Babli 2.

Only a handful of guests were invited to the secret
wedding of Rani and Chopra, including filmmaker Karan
Johar. He was an assistant of Chopra on the latter’s direc-
torial debut, 1995 seminal romantic comedy Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge. Johar has also directed Rani in his
directorial debut, 1998 hit rom-com Kuch Kuch Hota Hai,
2001 blockbuster family drama Kabhi Khushi Kabhie
Gham, and 2006 cult romantic drama Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna.“If the wedding information leaks, it will only be
because of you. Because others don’t know anyone else,
and you’re the only access to the outside world. Remem-
ber, if any trickle of information leaks, it will be your fault,”
Chopra told Johar at the time. “I will never forget how
stressed I was because 2 States was releasing, and ev-
eryone thought I was being insensitive to the film by leav-
ing on the release day,” recalled Johar in a chat with Rani
at Yash Raj Studios earlier this year. Johar confessed he
even lied to his mother Hiroo Yash Johar about the
wedding.Rani has also not shared the wedding pictures
in public in the past 12 years. They became parents to
daughter Adira in 2015. While she admitted last year that
releasing them on their 25th wedding anniversary is a
“very good idea”, she fears Chopra would never want to
release the photos. “My husband is a very private person
and he wanted the wedding to be very private,” the actor
told ANI.

 Neem Karoli Baba set to enter
 Rs 300 cr club; posts 12740% return

Hanuman Ansh box office collection day 40: Vishal
Chaturvedi’s devotional drama Hanuman Ansh, featur-
ing Shobhinaw Satyaa as spiritual guru Neem Karoli
Baba, is all set to cross yet another milestone at the world-
wide box office. The film, which has already raked in Rs
291.40 crore globally within 40 days, needs less than Rs
9 crore to enter the Rs 300 crore club. It has earned Rs
272.90 crore gross and Rs 231.13 crore in India.

Hanuman Ansh box office collection week 6On its
sixth Tuesday (day 40), Hanuman Ansh added another
Rs 10 crore to its domestic box office collection and Rs 2
crore to its overseas earnings, taking its total overseas
earnings to Rs 18.50 crore, since its international release
this past Friday on September 11. The film saw no change
in India collection compared to its sixth Monday (day 39),
when it also earned Rs 10 crore. The number of shows
also remained around 9,100.

Hanuman Ansh made history this past weekend
when it scored the highest grossing sixth weekend for
any Indian film ever. It amassed Rs 51.50 crore at the
domestic box office across the three days — Rs 22.50

crore on its sixth Sunday (day 38), Rs 18.50 crore on its
sixth Saturday (day 37), and Rs 10.50 crore on its sixth
Friday (day 36), as per Sacnilk.Though Hanuman Ansh
did face some fresh competition from the new Hindi re-
lease — Priyadarshan’s crime thriller Haiwaan, starring
Saif Ali Khan and Akshay Kumar — it crushed its compe-
tition by taking over 1400 new screens on Monday. Com-
pared to Hanuman Ansh’s Rs 10 crore earnings on Mon-
day and Tuesday each, Haiwaan has managed to earn
only Rs 70 lakh each on both days.Hanuman Ansh is also
dominating the holdover release — Gurmeet Singh’s
crime thriller Mirzapur: The Movie, starring Ali Fazal —
which earned Rs 5.50 crore on both its second Monday
and Tuesday, almost half of what Hanuman Ansh minted
on its sixth Monday and Tuesday respectively. On Sep-
tember 18, Hanuman Ansh will face new competition from
Meghna Gulzar’s police procedural Daayra, starring
Kareena Kapoor and Prithviraj Sukumaran, and Kunal
Kemmu’s spy comedy Vibe, starring him and Preity
Zinta.Hanuman Ansh has become the first-ever Indian
film to cross Rs 100 crore at the domestic box office de-
spite opening at less than Rs 1 crore. The film managed
to earn only Rs 10 lakh on its opening day last month on
August 7. With just 25 screens across India at its disposal,
it could collect only Rs 1.08 crore in the opening week
and slipped down to Rs 40 lakh in week 2.However, the
third week saw an upsurge, which led to Hanuman Ansh
outlasting even the tentpole Independence Day releases
— Rajkumar Santoshi’s Partition drama Batwara 1947,
starring Sunny Deol, and Nitin Kakkar’s romantic thriller
Awarapan 2, starring Emraan Hashmi — which released
a week after it opened at the domestic box office.Hanuman
Ansh finally crossed the Rs 1 crore daily mark on its third
Sunday, earning Rs 2.50 crore. Its collections then grew
to Rs 10.40 crore in week 3, Rs 61 crore in week 4, and Rs
90.20 crore in week 5. It has already earned Rs 68 crore
in its sixth week, with two more days yet to go.This ex-
traordinary trajectory has allowed the film to surpass Aditya
Dhar’s 2025 spy thriller Dhurandhar, starring Ranveer
Singh, in terms of its box-office-to-budget multiple. Made
on a modest budget of almost Rs 2 crore, Hanuman Ansh
has already earned over 145 times its budget at the world-
wide box office. It has returned almost 12740% return on
investment.

Vijay Deverakonda, Rashmika Mandanna-starrer
Ranabaali completes BGM for first half

Hyderabad: The makers of director Rahul
Sankrityan’s eagerly awaited period film, ‘Ranabaali’, fea-
turing actors Vijay Deverakonda and Rashmika Mandanna
in the lead, have now disclosed that the background mu-
sic (BGM) for the first half of the film has already been
completed and that the film will be ready well ahead of its
release date of October 16 this year.The makers, using
the official handle of the film, wrote, “#Ranabaali is arriv-
ing in theatres on October 16th, 2026. The post-produc-
tion work is progressing smoothly, with the film set to be
wrapped well in advance of the announced release
date.”They went on to say, “The BGM work for the first half
has already been completed, and everything is right on
track for the grand release this Dussehra. Get ready to
witness a spectacular cinematic experience on the big
screen. #RanabaaliOnOct16th.”Just a couple of days ago,
director Rahul Sankrityan had disclosed that he gave
Rashmika Mandanna’s character in the film his mother’s
name.Taking to his X timeline to announce the news that
the actress had completed shooting for her portions in the
film, director Rahul Sankrityan had said, “While writing
#Ranabaali, I found myself walking down memory lanes
for every little detail of its world. And when I sat down to
write my female protagonist, I began with something
deeply personal, I gave her my mother’s name. Jayamma.”

The writer and director of the film had gone on to

add, “Through every emotion she goes through, I took
utmost care to make sure she remains a woman who could
inspire the women of today, even though she belongs to
another time.”Stating that the unit “adorned her world with
beautiful silks and cottons, zari and vintage colours, an-
tique gold and all the warmth of a time gone by”, the direc-
tor said and went on to describe Rashmika’s character in
the film.“She is the love in Ranabaali’s heart. The spirit in
his soul. The grit in his spine. And the sweetness in his
madness,” he had explained.“Then came
@iamRashmika. She didn’t just make Jayamma real. She
made her eternal for all of us. You all will witness this on
16th October. We will always love you. And now, we al-
ready miss you, Jayamma. That’s a wrap on that intoxicat-
ing smile. #Ranabaali #Jayamma @MythriOfficial
@RanabaaliFilm @TheDeverakonda,” he wrote.For the
unaware, Vijay Deverakonda essays the role of Ranabaali,
while Rashmika Mandanna plays his wife Jayamma in
the film. Arnold Vosloo, best known for his work in ‘The
Mummy’, plays the antagonist Sir Theodore
Hector.‘Ranabaali’ is being produced on a grand scale
by Naveen Yerneni and Y Ravi Shankar, with T-Series
presenting the film. The movie is set against a British-era
backdrop and is being made as a period action drama.
Set in the 19th century, the film is based on real historical
events that took place between 1854 and 1878, and is
being mounted as a massive pan-India project.Sources
claim ‘Ranabaali’ is inspired by real incidents from the
1850s that never found space in mainstream history books.
They say it will be based on real incidents in the time
period of 1850-1900 and that the film will look to show-
case incidents that the British misrepresented in
history.Sources have also pointed out that Ranabaali will
not be a biopic, and not a textbook retelling but will be a
cinematic reconstruction of an era built from multiple real
accounts, oral histories, and suppressed records.After
‘Geetha Govindam’ and ‘Dear Comrade’, ‘Ranabaali’ will
be the third film in which Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay
Deverakonda will be seen appearing together as a pair.

Jackie Shroff wishes Baahubali’s Sivagami
Devi aka Ramya Krishnan on 56th birthday

Mumbai: Bollywood star Jackie Shroff extended birth-
day wishes to actress Ramya Krishnan on her 56th birth-
day on Tuesday.Born on September 15, 1970, in Chennai,
Ramya turned 56 on September 15, 2026.Jackie shared
a birthday tribute for the actress on his social media ac-
count, where the post features two pictures of Ramya,
one in which she is seen dressed in a red saree with
statement earrings, while the other shows her in an el-
egant black saree.Alongside the pictures, Jackie Shroff
added a simple graphic that read “Happiness Always!”

For the uninitiated, the two actors have, in fact, shared
screen space in the 1997 Hindi action film Shapath. Di-
rected by Rajiv Babbar, the film featured Mithun
Chakraborty, Jackie Shroff and Ramya Krishnan in promi-
nent roles. The actor played Inspector Kishan, while
Ramya was credited as Ramya Krishna and played Kavita
D Kallu.Talking about Ramya Krishnan’s career in the
entertainment industry, she has built a career spanning
nearly four decades, predominantly working in the South
Indian film industries. She has acted in Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada and Malayalam cinema, apart from her work in
Hindi films.

She began her acting career as a teenager and went
on to establish herself as one of the prominent actresses
of Telugu and Tamil cinema.Her Tamil filmography fea-
tures many memorable performances, but her portrayal
of Neelambari in Rajinikanth-starrer Padayappa remains
one of the defining roles of her career.She also show-

cased her versatility in films such as Kamal Haasan’s
Panchatanthiram and the critically acclaimed Super
Deluxe.While Ramya had already established herself as
a major name in South Indian cinema, her career reached
another level of national recognition with SS Rajamouli’s
Baahubali: The Beginning and Baahubali 2: The

Conclusion.As Sivagami
Devi, the powerful matriarch
of the Mahishmati kingdom,
Ramya delivered a powerful
performance that became
one of the most celebrated as-
pects of the franchise.Ramya
also explored Hindi cinema,
although her career remained
primarily rooted in the South.
Her Hindi debut was
Dayavan in 1988, after which
she appeared in films includ-
ing Khal Nayak, Parampara,
Criminal, Chaahat, Banarasi
Babu, Loha, Shapath,
Wajood and Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan.After a break
from Bollywood, she eventu-

ally returned to Hindi cinema with Liger in 2022, in which
she played Vijay Deverakonda’s mother, followed by her
appearance in the 2025 Hindi film Jaat.

Nivin Pauly film earns Rs 310 cr,
biggest Malayalam hit ever

Bethlehem Kudumba Unit box office collection day
26: Nivin Pauly and Mamitha Baiju’s romantic comedy
Bethlehem Kudumba Unit may have already rewritten the
Malayalam box-office record, but the film is showing no
signs of slowing down. After surpassing Lokah Chapter 1:
Chandra to become the highest-grossing Malayalam film
worldwide, the romantic comedy continues to hold audi-
ences in theatres in its fourth week. On September 15, the
film added Rs 1.40 crore to its India collection, taking its
domestic total to Rs 175.05 crore gross, while its world-
wide gross climbed to Rs 310.55 crore.According to
Sacnilk, Bethlehem Kudumba Unit collected Rs 1.40 crore
nett in India on Day 26 from 1,412 shows. The film’s India
nett currently stands at Rs 149.90 crore, while its over-
seas collection has reached Rs 135.50 crore.

Bethlehem Kudumba Unit Day 26 box office
collectionThe fourth Tuesday brought in Rs 1.40 crore for
Bethlehem Kudumba Unit, a 33.3% drop from the previ-
ous day’s Rs 2.10 crore. The film continued to draw audi-
ences across more than 1,400 shows.The fourth week-
end had begun on a stronger note. On Friday, September
11, the film earned Rs 2.50 crore from 1,420 shows, with
overall occupancy at 35.7%. Saturday saw the collection
rise to Rs 3.85 crore from 1,460 shows, while occupancy
increased to 54.8%.The film recorded its strongest collec-
tion of the fourth weekend on Sunday, earning Rs 4.60
crore from 1,501 shows at 63% occupancy. On Monday,
September 14, it collected Rs 2.10 crore from 1,425
shows, with occupancy at 32.6%.

On Tuesday, the film’s occupancy fell to 24.7% across
1,412 shows, resulting in the Rs 1.40 crore India net
collection.The Girish A. D.-directed film opened strongly
and maintained its momentum through the first three
weeks. Bethlehem Kudumba Unit collected Rs 52.30 crore
in its first week, followed by Rs 49.85 crore in the second
week and another Rs 33.30 crore in its third week.The
latest Day 26 figures have pushed the film’s India net
collection to Rs 149.90 crore.The Malayalam version re-
mains the biggest contributor to the film’s domestic earn-

ings. It earned Rs 1.25 crore from 1,257 shows on Day 26,
recording 24% occupancy, and has collected Rs 143.25
crore so far.The Telugu version added Rs 10 lakh from 85
shows at 27% occupancy, taking its total to Rs 3.52 crore.
The Tamil version contributed Rs 5 lakh from 70 shows at
34% occupancy, taking its overall collection to Rs 3.13
crore.Bethlehem Kudumba Unit overtakes
LokahBethlehem Kudumba Unit made Malayalam cin-
ema box-office history on its 24th day when it overtook
Lokah Chapter 1: Chandra. The Nivin Pauly-Mamitha
Baiju film had reached a worldwide gross of Rs 304.95
crore at that point, moving ahead of Lokah’s lifetime gross
of Rs 301.41 crore.

Lokah Chapter 1: Chandra, directed by Dominic Arun,
starred Kalyani Priyadarshan in the title role alongside
Naslen, Sandy Master, Arun Kurian and Chandu
Salimkumar. The film also featured Tovino Thomas,
Dulquer Salmaan and other prominent actors in support-
ing and cameo appearances.Top five highest-grossing
Malayalam filmsWhile Bethlehem Kudumba Unit currently
occupies the top spot among the highest-grossing
Malayalam films,  Lokah Chapter 1: Chandra follows with
a reported worldwide collection of Rs 301.41 crore.L2:
Empuraan, starring Mohanlal and Prithviraj Sukumaran
in the lead roles, is next with a reported worldwide collec-
tion of around Rs 262 crore. The film also features Tovino
Thomas, Manju Warrier, Indrajith Sukumaran and sev-
eral other actors, with Prithviraj Sukumaran directing the
sequel.Vaazha II: Biopic of a Billion Bros is among the
other major Malayalam blockbusters, with a reported
worldwide collection of around Rs 235 crore. The com-
ing-of-age comedy-drama stars Hashir H., Alan Bin Siraj,
Ajin Joy and Vinayak V., with Vijay Babu, Aju Varghese
and other actors in supporting roles.Rounding out the top
five is Thudarum, which has reportedly earned around Rs
232 crore worldwide. The film stars Mohanlal and
Shobana in the lead, with Bharathiraja, Prakash Varma
and Maniyanpilla Raju among the other members of the
cast.

Nivin Pauly’s biggest hitMade on a reported budget
of Rs 25 crore, Bethlehem Kudumba Unit has emerged
as the biggest hit of Nivin Pauly’s career. The actor has
credited the film’s success largely to its appeal among
family audiences.Speaking to Variety India, Nivin said,
“This is my biggest hit so far. All credit goes to the team,
especially director Girish AD. It was a wonderful script.
The age-gap romance, the packaging, the humour… ev-
erything landed. Family audiences are the backbone of
Indian cinema, in any language. If families like a film, ticket
sales soar. Theatres are happy too – concession sales
boom.”Directed by Girish A. D., Bethlehem Kudumba Unit
revolves around Ashley, a young woman, and Justin, her
older neighbour, and explores their age-gap romance
through a mix of humour, emotion and family drama.The
film also features Sangeeth Prathap, Suresh Krishna,
Vinay Forrt, Roshan Shanavas and Shyam Mohan in key
roles. It is produced by Dileesh Pothan, Fahadh Faasil
and Syam Pushkaran under the Bhavana Studios ban-
ner, with music by Vishnu Vijay, cinematography by Ajmal
Sabu and editing by Akash Joseph Varghese.Anupama Parameswaran reflects

on life, says ‘every moment counts’
Chennai: Underlining the fact that life was short and

that every moment counted, actress Anupama
Parameswaran on Tuesday said that if there was one
thing she had now come to understand, it was that “Today
is really all we have.”Taking to her Instagram page to post
a reel, the actress wrote, ” Not just a reel, an archive of
memories.”She further went on to add, “Life is full of sur-
prises, and with them come lessons. Some beautiful, some
difficult, all leaving something behind. But if there’s one
thing I’ve come to understand, it’s that life is short. Every
moment counts. Every memory matters. And today is re-
ally all we have.”It may be recalled that Anupama had put
out a cryptic post in July this year that came under the
spotlight.In it, Anupama had said that peace had found
her and that she no longer needed to take any more per-
missions or be in fear.Taking to her Instagram page to

pen the rather cryptic post that gave the impression that
she was finally free from something that had been impris-
oning her, the actress wrote, Sometimes, you have to let
go of the dead ends to finally find your peace. And today,
peace found me.”She had further said, “From today, I
choose my voice. I choose my life. No more permissions.
No more fear. Just me, finding my way back to myself and
falling in love with the life I almost forgot was mine. And
there’s something I’ve wanted to say for a very long
time…Something I wasn’t allowed to say for far too long. I
love you all.”She wrote, “Thank you for standing by me,
believing in me, and filling my life with so much love. If I
haven’t said it enough before, please know that I have
always felt it. Every message, every prayer, every ounce
of kindness reached me when I needed it the most. Thank
you, Universe, for leading me back to myself.”Anupama
concluded the post saying,


