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Revanth Targets KCR Family

Hyderabad, Sept 16: : Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday accused former chief minister
and BRS chief K. Chandrashekhar Rao of encroach-
ing 388 acres of government land at his nearly 700-
acre farmhouse at Erravalli and announced the for-
mation of a high-powered fact-finding committee to

probe the land encroachment within 30 days.

Giving a detailed three-and-a-half-hour reply to
a debate on prohibited lands under Section 22A in the
state Assembly, Revanth Reddy alleged that
Chandrashekhar Rao and his family members had
amassed assets worth thousands of crores of rupees
and acquired hundreds of acres of government,
Bhoodan and assigned land under the cover of Dharani.

Revanth Reddy asked how the government lost
388 acres of land when Chandrashekhar Rao and his
family had purchased only 295 acres. He also prom-
ised to distribute 388 acres of the alleged government
land to 800 Dalit families, whom he said, were insulted
in the past.

The Chief Minister asked local officials at
Erravalli, local minister and the minister in charge to
uncover the facts behind the land encroachment within
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30 days. If they fail to mee the deadline, Revanth
Reddy warned action would be taken against them.

He called Chandrashekhar Rao a “fake and
pseudo Telangana freedom fighter”, contrasted him
with renowned revolutionary freedom fighters, from
Che Guevara to local hero
Komaram Bheem, who,
Revanth Reddy said, had
sacrificed everything in their
o lives.

The Chief Minister also
alleged that the
| Chandrashekar Rao family
had illegally amassed 440
| acres of government land
across 31 villages in 24
mandals of nine districts in
the state, in violation of the
Agriculture Land Ceiling Act
and the Urban Land Ceiling
Act.

He
. A Chandrashekhar Rao and
his wife Shobha owned 67.5 acres of wetland, against
the ceiling of 27 acres mandated under the Agricul-
ture Land Ceiling Act.

Similarly, Revanth Reddy alleged BRS work-
ing president K.T. Rama Rao, his wife Shailima and
their unmarried children Alekhya and Himanshu Rao
owned 123.26 acres of wetland.

“Former BRS minister Harish Rao and his wife
Srinita owned 30.5 acres, while Kavita and her hus-
band held 37.26 acres,” he alleged.

The Chief Minister said former Rajya Sabha
MP Joginpally Santosh Kumar, his wife Rohini and
his father Ravinder Rao owned 79.2 acres of land in
the state. Similarly, other close family members such
as Naveen Rao owned 53.21 acres and Kondal Rao
48.38 acres, he alleged.

Aspire to Be

said

Among Early Leaders in
Emerging Tech: Modi

New Delhi, Sept 16

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate
SEMICON India 2026 in New Delhi on Thursday, a
day after asserting that India should aspire to be
among the early leaders in emerging technologies.

The three-day conference and exhibition, to be
held from September 17 to 19 under the theme “Sili-
con to Systems: Building the Ecosystem,” will bring
together Indian and international companies,

policymakers, investors, researchers, start-ups, aca-
demic institutions and students from across the semi-
conductor and electronics value chain.

Chairing a semiconductor roundtable with lead-
ing CEOs on Wednesday, Modi said the government
was committed to providing a predictable and respon-
sive policy environment. He also emphasised the im-
portance of close collaboration between the govern-
ment and the semiconductor industry in shaping India’s
technological future.

The Prime Minister highlighted India’s strong
foundation in talent, technology adoption and infra-
structure and called for greater industry participation
in skilling, innovation and emerging technologies such
as artificial intelligence and quantum computing, the
Prime Minister’s Office said.

Noting the significant progress made in the semi-
conductor sector, Modi said the ecosystem was mov-
ing from foundational efforts to a phase of greater scale
and opportunity.

He reiterated the government’s commitment to
providing a predictable and responsive policy envi-
ronment, while emphasising that policies must evolve
in line with technological advances and industry re-

quirements.

Modi invited industry leaders to suggest policy
and administrative measures and assured them that
their inputs would be considered while further strength-
ening the sector. He also encouraged them to partici-
pate actively in the next phase of India’s semicon-
ductor growth.

In a post on X, Modi said: “During this evening’s
semiconductor roundtable with CEOs, | emphasised:
unequivocal support to the semiconductor in-
dustry from the Centre; a predictable and re-
sponsive policy environment; continued focus
on skilling, innovation and infrastructure
upgradation; and furthering every effort towards
making India a leader in emerging technologies.”

Referring to the target of training one crore
people in Al, Modi said India’s talent pool, com-
bined with the experience and capabilities of
global industry leaders, could create significant
opportunities.

The CEOs appreciated the government’s
sustained efforts to develop India’s semicon-
ductor capabilities and noted the progress made
in manufacturing, design, infrastructure and talent de-
velopment.

They expressed confidence in the opportunities
emerging under the India Semiconductor Mission 2.0
and in the country’s potential to build capabilities
across the semiconductor value chain, including
manufacturing, research and development, advanced
technologies and supporting industries.

The industry leaders said the progress achieved
in recent years had created a strong foundation for
greater industry participation. They also expressed
their commitment to contributing to India’s emergence
as a globally competitive semiconductor and technol-
ogy hub.

The meeting was attended by CEOs, heads and
representatives of several organisations, including
SEMI, Micron, Infineon, Applied Materials, ASML,
Merck, Tokyo Electron Limited, Fuijifilm, AMD, Intel,
Tata Electronics, Lam Research, Rapidus, NXP,
Foxconn, Semiconductor Devices, Advantest, Celesta
Capital, CG Power and IBM Research.On SEMICON
India 2026, the PMO said: “The conference will focus
on advancing collaboration, investment, innovation
and talent development in India.

Stating that he was not providing details of land
allegedly acquired by Chandrashekhar Rao’s family
members in the names of benamis, Revanth Reddy
said the Janawada farmhouse owned by Rama Rao
was illegally transferred from Shatabisha Agro Com-
pany through benami transactions. He said the prop-
erty was earlier seized by the income-tax department
from Satyam Computers founder Ramalinga Raju in
connection with the accounting fraud

The Chief Minister also asked Harish Rao to dis-
close how he acquired 14 acres near the Ranganayaka
Sagar reservoir from farmers at a price lower than the
compensation offered by the government for land ac-
quisition.

He asked whether the farmers who sold the land
had been threatened or offered black money, as they
had formally withdrawn their claims for government
compensation and sold the land to Harish Rao for '2.5
lakh per acre, against the government’s offer of *6.25
lakh per acre.

Revanth Reddy said Harish Rao’s alleged illegal
acquisition of land must be probed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate. He further alleged that Harish Rao,
during the previous BRS government, had laid a BT
road to his farm at a cost of “5.33 crore without invit-
ing tenders.

Explaining how Harish Rao had allegedly used
the Dharani portal to benefit his uncle M. Hanmanth
Rao, his brother Mahesh Rao and his own brother,
Revanth Reddy said that, out of the 122 acres owned
by a Marwadi person named Gaurav Khurana, 93.33
acres had been transferred to a firm named ‘Raj Hitech
Farms’, owned by them, using Transaction Module
33, which was meant for correcting spelling errors in
names.

“Neither a sale deed nor a gift deed, nor any
other legally recognised method of transferring land,
was used. Instead, Transaction Module 33 of Dharani

in Land Grab

was allegedly misused to transfer the land. Similarly,
another 120 acres and eight guntas of land in
Balanagar were acquired from the same person by
misusing the Dharani portal,” Revanth Reddy alleged,
adding that the person was afraid to lodge a com-
plaint.

Lashing out at the alleged misuse of Dharani
during the BRS regime, Revanth Reddy said land worth
50 crore had been regularised in favour of former MLC
L.V. Stevenson for a meagre "1.53 crore in
Secunderabad just before the last Assembly elections.

Pointing to alleged violations by BRS ministers
and their close associates, Revanth Reddy said former
minister G. Jagadesshwar Reddy had illegally incor-
porated 15 acres of Inam land through Dharani into
his 47-acre parcel located beside the airport. Another
person, Pilot Rohit Reddy, who was aught in a drugs
case, had violated GO 111 and built a farmhouse, he
said.

Revanth Reddy said that when the state gov-
ernment proposed setting aside 650 acres of govern-
ment land at Bahadurguda for a bullet train project
proposed by the Narendra Modi government, the land
mafia and BRS leaders acted against it.

He also pointed out that 77 acres of Bhoodan
land in Union minister G Kishan Reddy’s native vil-
lage of Timmapur had been completely encroached
upon. Kishan Reddy had raised the matter when he
was an MLA in 2008, he said, adding that the BRS
leaders had opposed the government’s decision to
place the land on the prohibited list.Pointing out that
land worth more than "1 lakh crore in the state had
allegedly been misused through the Dharani portal
during the BRS regime, Revanth Reddy lashed out at
My Home Group chairman Jupally Rameshwar Rao
for allegedly encroaching upon more than 100 acres
of assigned land across five villages within a 2,463-
acre parcel near the Shamshabad airport. “Similarly,
a large portion of Evacuee property at Kapra was ille-
gally transferred using Dharani and BRS media,” he
alleged.

Rahul Gandhi, Opposition demand rollback
of UPL MDR fee over new charges

New Delhi, Sept 16

The opposition on Wednesday stepped up its
attack on the government over the MDR regime for
UPI and demanded a rollback of the move, with Rahul
Gandhi alleging that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
decided to “prostrate” before US President Donald
Trump.

The leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha urged
the PM to “stop lying down in front of the US, have a
spine, stand up” and rollback the “UPI tax”.

The Congress accused the government of giv-
ing in to a US demand to get rid of zero Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) and charge for UPI. In a swipe
at Modi, the party said he has “redefined NOTA —
Narendra’s Ongoing Trump Appeasement”.

The government on Tuesday introduced a 0.4
per cent fee on transfers worth more than Rs 2,000
made to merchants through UPI from October 15,
while explicitly ring-fencing everyday person-to-per-
son transactions as well as small payments from any
charge.

Gandhi said, “(Former prime minister) Indira
(Gandhi) ji was once asked whether she leans left or
right and her response was ‘I don’t lean left, | don’t
lean right, | stand straight’. Modi ji has a completely
different concept, he is neither left nor right, he has
decided to lie down straight and prostrate himself in
front of Donald Trump.” “He (Modi) has put a tax on
every single Indian person by taxing UPI and giving a
huge amount of money to the United States,” Gandhi
said in a video in which he is seen standing before a
portrait of his grandmother Indira Gandhi.Geographic
Reference

Congress general secretary in-charge commu-
nications Jairam Ramesh asked whether the MDR was
announced to enable US card companies to compete
with UPI.

In a post on X, Ramesh said the US House of
Representatives will on Thursday vote on a bill that
proposes 100 per cent tariffs on India.

The US Senate has already approved this dra-
conian law, he pointed out.

Ramesh took a swipe at the government and
tagged a finance ministry post from June 2025, which
stated that claims that the MDR will be charged on
UPI transactions were completely false.

“The U-turn Ustad owes an explanation for his
somersault,” he said.

The Trump regime has also been cracking down
on Indian immigrants and making tougher laws against
them, the Congress leader said.
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H-1B visa costs have been increased and such
holders could soon be deported immediately when out
of ajob, he said, adding that such holders are mostly
IT professionals.

“Here, the Modi government has given in to a
US demand to get rid of zero MDR and charge for
UPI. The U.S. Trade Representative earlier this year
criticized UPI for being free and having driven out Visa
and Mastercard,” Ramesh said.

“Why 0.4% MDR? Is it because debit card MDR
is also 0.4%? Is this being done to enable US card
companies to compete with UP1?” he said.

The Congress leader asked if this is going to
make UPI “sustainable” as the government claims.

Noting that the estimated annual cost of running
the entire UPI ecosystem is around Rs 20,000 crore,
Ramesh said this is less than 10 per cent of what the
RBI has been transferring to the Union government
over the past few years to show healthy public finances
for the Modi government.

“The PM has redefined NOTA — Narendra’s On-
going Trump Appeasement,” Ramesh said.

In another post, Ramesh termed the MDR re-
gime “2017 GST Redux”.

Addressing a press conference, Congress
spokesperson Supriya Shrinate said huge volumes of
transactions happen through UPI, and PM Modi has
once again decided to take money from people’s pock-
ets.

She alleged that this was being done at the US’
behest, with American companies, including
Mastercard and Visa, having long lobbied for higher
MDR citing their losses.“Mr. Modi is now complying
with their demand at the cost of ordinary Indians,” she
alleged.Echoing the sentiments of the Congress, TMC
MP Saugata Roy said the idea of levying a fee on UPI
transactions has been opposed by the Congress and
it is justified because this will lead to an increase in
the price of most commodities.
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Panchkula land allotment case:
Panchkula court discharges Bhupinder

- B

TR

A Panchkula court on Friday discharged former
Haryana chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda, veteran
Congress leader Motilal Vora and the Associated Jour-
nals Limited (AJL) in the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
case concerning the controversial re-allotment of a
Panchkula plot.The ruling came nearly a month after the
Punjab and Haryana High Court similarly discharged
Hooda in the related Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
case, holding that the evidence on record did not even
establish a prima facie case of criminality.

Reacting to the judgment, Hooda told The Indian
Express, “l have always maintained faith in the judiciary.
These cases had no basis from the very beginning.”The
case relates to Institutional Plot No. C-17 in Sector 6,
Panchkula, allotted in 1982 by the Haryana Urban De-
velopment Authority (now Haryana Shehri Vikas
Pradhikaran) to AJL. The plot was resumed in 1992 after
construction was not completed within the stipulated pe-
riod. AJL’s appeal and revision petitions were dismissed
in 1995 and 1996.In 2005, shortly after Hooda assumed
office as chief minister, the plot was re-allotted to AJL at
the original rates. Following a change of government in
2014, a vigilance inquiry led to the registration of an FIR,
later handed over to the CBI. The agency alleged that the
re-allotment was illegal, caused financial loss to the au-
thority and conferred undue benefit on AJL.In 2019, the

Hooda, Motilal Vora in ED case

ED filed a prosecution complaint before a special court in
Panchkula against Hooda, Vora and AJL under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).According to
ED, the property was allotted to AJL in 1982, but it was
returned to HUDA in 1992 because AJL did not comply
with the conditions of the allotment letter.“The Resump-
tion Order attained finality after dismissal of the Revision
Petition in 1996. However, Bhupinder Singh Hooda, the
then CM, Haryana/Chairman HUDA, blatantly misused
his official position and dishonestly allotted the said plot
afresh in the guise of re-allotment to the AJL at original
rates plus interest in violation of the necessary condi-
tions/ policy of HUDA vide order dated 28.08.2005,” ED
stated in 2019 after filing a prosecution complaint.

In its prosecution complaint, ED also alleged that
Hooda did not adhere to the legal opinion of Legal Re-
membrance, Haryana, and to the recommendations of
HUDA officers and the Financial Commissioner, Town
and Country Planning (FCTCP).“Thus, the CM caused
wrongful loss to HUDA and wrongful gain to AJL,” ED
alleged, adding, “Bhupinder Singh Hooda further
favoured the AJL by granting them three undue exten-
sions for construction in the said plot from 01.05.2008 to
10.05.2012 until the AJL completed the construction in
the year 2014.”A Special CBI Court framed charges in
the case in 2021 under Sections 120-B and 420 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and provisions of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act, prompting Hooda and AJL to ap-
proach the high court.Setting aside the 2021 order of the
Special CBI Court, high court Justice Tribhuvan Dahiya
ruled that all consequential proceedings stood quashed
and the petitioners were discharged.Justice Dahiya also
held that the prosecution’s case rested entirely on the
allegation that Hooda had abused his official position in
2005 to secure re-allotment of the plot to AJL in violation
of statutory provisions. However, the court found no ma-
terial to establish conspiracy, cheating, wrongful gain or
wrongful loss.The High Court was sharply critical of CBI,
observing that its approach was legally unsustainable
and that continuing the prosecution would amount to an
abuse of the court’s process.

Experts criticise ‘subsidy regime’, flag
talling water table in Punjab, Haryana

With the water table in Punjab and Haryana declin-
ing at an alarming rate of 1.7 feet per year, policy experts
on Thursday raised serious concerns over the
sustainability of the region’s agricultural model, strongly
criticising the existing subsidy regime and calling for its
urgent rationalisation.At a colloquium held at the Centre
for Research in Rural and Industrial Development
(CRRID), experts said that unchecked subsidies, particu-
larly on electricity and inputs, are accelerating water
depletion and discouraging crop diversification, warning
that a decisive shift toward diversified and less water-
intensive farming is now imperative.

The colloquium, titled “Promoting Diversification for
Higher Incomes and Sustainable Agriculture in Punjab
and Haryana,” brought together economists,
policymakers, and researchers to deliberate on the fu-
ture of agriculture in two of India’s most agriculturally in-
tensive states. A recurring theme throughout the discus-
sions was the urgent need to move away from water-
intensive crops such as paddy, and toward a more diver-
sified and sustainable agricultural system.Experts pointed
out that despite mounting ecological stress, policy distor-
tions, especially subsidies on electricity and fertilisers,
continue to incentivise the cultivation of paddy and wheat.
These subsidies, while politically sensitive and histori-
cally justified, are now widely seen as the biggest barrier
to diversification.

Ramesh Chand, a member of NITI Aayog, expressed
concern over the structural challenges facing Punjab’s
agricultural economy. He noted that while the state had
once been a model of agriculture-led growth, particularly
during and after the Green Revolution, it has struggled to
maintain that momentum in recent decades. According
to him, agricultural growth has hovered around 4.6 per
cent over the past two decades, but this has not trans-
lated into broader economic dynamism.Chand also high-
lighted the paradox facing Indian agriculture. He said,
“On one hand, the country is sitting on a buffer stock of
nearly 71 million tonnes of foodgrains, costing around
Rs 35,000 crore annually to maintain and on the other
hand, India continues to spend thousands of crores in
foreign exchange to import pulses and edible oils. This
imbalance is giving us a message that there is urgent
need for diversification.”"He added that innovation and
research are critical to this transition. However, he la-
mented that institutions such as Punjab Agricultural Uni-
versity (PAU) lack adequate funding for research into al-
ternative crops and new seed varieties. “If PAU Vice-
Chancellor Dr SS Gosal does not have funds to carry out
research, what would he do? If the state can charge 3-4
per cent tax on foodgrains, why cannot it set aside an
R&D fund of 1 per cent,” he said.Calling for a forward-
looking approach, Chand advocated increased focus on
crops like basmati rice, horticulture, and maize. He noted
that only 2.3 per cent of Punjab’s cultivated area is cur-
rently under horticulture, and expanding this to 10 per
cent could significantly boost the state’s economic growth.
He also pointed to the potential of maize as a feedstock

for ethanol production, noting that ethanol blending in
petrol has already reached 10 per cent.

Sukhpal Singh of Indian Institute of Management
Ahmedabad described electricity subsidies as a major
obstacle to crop diversification. He argued that such sub-
sidies disproportionately benefit farmers with access to
tube wells, while small and marginal farmers often re-
main excluded.He said that diversification must be un-
derstood as a risk management strategy. Farmers, he
explained, prefer crops that offer assured procurement,
stable prices, and low market risk, conditions that cur-
rently favour paddy and wheat. In contrast, alternative
crops come with higher uncertainty, making farmers re-
luctant to shift.He pointed to the absence of a robust crop
insurance mechanism in Punjab. Despite earlier prom-
ises by the state government to develop its own scheme
after rejecting a central programme, no effective system
has been implemented even after more than a decade.
Without risk mitigation tools such as insurance, Sukhpal
argued, diversification efforts are unlikely to succeed. “We
have been saying no to crop insurance on the plea that
our crop is 100 per cent irrigated. But there are so many
factors. You cannot protect the crop from high tempera-
tures, hail and floods. We have to go for crop insurance.”

Raising concerns about institutional inefficiencies,
he questioned how long agencies like the Food Corpo-
ration of India could continue to shoulder the burden of
procurement across multiple states. “We have been milk-
ing one agent y-the FCI. For how long can one agency
sustain the entire agriculture produce?” He also criticised
Punjab for failing to take advantage of central schemes
such as additional MSP packages for alternative crops
and the Bhavantar Yojana.He also pointed to the lack of
infrastructure, particularly cold storage facilities in veg-
etable markets, as a key bottleneck. “We urge farmers to
diversify, but fail to provide the necessary ecosystem,” he
remarked, adding that commission agents in some cases
now earn more per acre than farmers themselves.

Ashok Gulati, a distinguished professor at Indian
Council for Research on International Economic Rela-
tions and former chairman of the Commission for Agricul-
tural Costs and Prices (CACP), underscored the fiscal
burden of existing subsidies. He pointed out that the urea
subsidy alone stands at around Rs 1.25 lakh crore and is
expected to rise further, while state governments con-
tinue to spend heavily on electricity subsidies.He pro-
posed doubling the central government’s subsidy for non-
paddy crops from Rs 17,500 to Rs 35,000 per hectare,
stating that farmers would only shift if they are assured
incomes comparable to paddy cultivation. “We need to
move from a cereal-centric system to a demand-driven,
high-value agricultural model,” he said, calling for better
market linkages and policy alignment.Gosal highlighted
the adverse impact of continuous rice cultivation on soil
health. He noted that paddy not only consumes large
quantities of water but also depletes essential nutrients
from the soil. He said that while farmers are open to
change, they need viable and profitable alternatives.

5 UP power discoms to suspend online services for
16 hours this evening; 3 crore consumers affected

Online consumer services of five power distribution
companies under the Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation
Ltd (UPPCL) will remain unavailable for 16 hours from 5
pm on Friday (April 3) to 9 am on Saturday (April 4).Dur-
ing this period, key online services such as electricity bill
payment, smart meter recharge, bill generation, load en-
hancement requests, and other facilities available on
UPPCL’s website and mobile applications will not be
accessible.

The discoms to be affected include Purvanchal
Vidyut Vitaran Nigam Limited, Madhyanchal Vidyut
Vitaran Nigam Limited, Dakshinanchal Vidyut Vitaran
Nigam Limited, Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitaran Nigam

Limited, and Kanpur Electric Supply Company
Limited.According to officials, the shutdown is being car-
ried out to update the online portal software and under-
take configuration work on the Restructured Accelerated
Power Development and Reforms Programme (R-
APDRP) system.Officials informed that the temporary shut-
down is part of a planned exercise to enhance system
efficiency and ensure smoother, faster service delivery
once the upgrade is completed.Consumers have been
advised to complete their online transactions in advance
to avoid inconvenience. In case of any difficulty or power-
related complaints during the period, consumers can
reach out to the 1912 power helpline, which will remain
operational.

Karnataka ends EV tax exemptions:
New lifetime charges to hit all electric car buyers

The Karnataka government introduced a lifetime tax
on all electric four-wheelers in the state, ending earlier
exemptions. This is part of efforts to collect an additional
Rs 250 crore in motor vehicle taxes this fiscal year after
missing the target for the last fiscal year by Rs 1,000
crore. Earlier, the tax only applied to battery-operated
vehicles costing over Rs 25 lakh.The tax was introduced
through the Karnataka Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, which the state legislature passed on
March 26 this year.The amendment to the Karnataka
Motor Vehicle Taxation Act, 1957, is expected to gener-
ate “Rs 250 crore” from “the different categories of ve-
hicles which will be registered in the year 2026-27”, ac-
cording to the Bill.

The Bill has introduced lifetime taxes—earlier ex-
empt for motor cars, jeeps, omni buses and private ser-
vice vehicles which run on electricity—at 5 per cent of the
vehicle’s cost for those priced up to Rs 10 lakh, and 8 per
cent for vehicles costing between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 25
lakh. Previously, the lifetime tax for EV cars and other
four-wheelers in Karnataka was 10 per cent for vehicles
costing above Rs 25 lakh.The government has also in-
troduced lifetime tax slabs for already registered vehicles

at the rate of 93 per cent of the lifetime tax on a new
vehicle for four-wheelers up to two years old, and down
to 25 per cent for vehicles that are over 15 years old.The
changes also include a reduction in the lifetime taxes for
private transport vehicles like luxury buses, sleeper buses,
and 12-seater vehicles.

State Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy defended
the measures, introduced at a time when fossil fuel sup-
plies to India are constrained due to the West Asia con-
flict. “This is not intended to meet tax targets. We have a
target of Rs 15,000 crore from taxes. We cannot exceed
the target. It depends on the number of vehicles regis-
tered in the year. We may get an additional 4 to 5 per cent
from penalties, etc. There is no intention for greater tax
collection,” Reddy said on the floor of the Legislature
while seeking the passage of the Bill.Incidentally, the
transport department collected only Rs 14,000 crore in
motor vehicle taxes last fiscal year against a target of Rs
15,000 crore, which was still a 10.71 per cent growth in
tax collection. The motor vehicles tax target for 2026-27
is Rs 15,500 crore.“lt is considered necessary further to
amend the Karnataka Motor Vehicle Taxation Act, 1957
(Karnataka Act No 35 of 1957) to make collection of tax
effectively and to reduce the tax payment defaulters for
the exchequer of the state and certain other consequen-
tial amendments are also made,” the Karnataka govern-
ment said in its statement of reasons for the new amend-
ment to the Karnataka Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.The
new tax law also specifies a refund of 93 per cent of the
lifetime tax refund on EV vehicles on cancellation of a
Karnataka registration within a year, and 25 per cent of
the life tax if the registration is cancelled after 14-15 years
of registration.lt also provides a Rs 1,000 reduction in the
registration tax for vehicles with a carrying capacity of 12
passengers, and a reduction for luxury private buses and
sleeper buses from Rs 2,500, Rs 3,500 and Rs 4,000,
respectively, to Rs 1,500, Rs 2,500 and

Birthday party feud turns violent:
One injured in firing, 4 arrested

A dispute that began during a birthday party at Ansal
Society in Sector 115 escalated into a firing incident, leav-
ing one boy injured. Police have arrested four accused in
connection with the case, while efforts are ongoing to
nab others involved.The arrests were made by a police
team led by Inspector Simarjeet Singh. The accused have
been identified as Reteinder Singh (resident of Rajinder
Nagar, Khanna), Savej Khan (village Taprana, Shamli,
UP), Jobanpreet Singh (village Dhoolan, Fatehabad,
Haryana), and Hardik Adlakha (village Mohna,
Ballabgarh, Fatehabad). A case has been registered
against them at Sohana Police Station under the Arms
Act and charges of attempt to murder.

According to police, complainant Anuj Sharma, a
resident of Ansal Sector-115, stated that the dispute be-

gan a few days earlier during a birthday party at Flat No.
604, where a clash broke out between two groups. Dur-
ing the altercation, one of the accused allegedly hit Savej
Khan on the head with a glass, leading to a lingering
rivalry.On April 1, both groups reportedly came face-to-
face near the old Kabaddi ground in village Bhagomajra.
It is alleged that the accused, along with their associates,
opened fire during the confrontation. In the incident, Anuj
Sharma’s friend, Rishabh Phogat, sustained a gunshot
injury to his left arm. He was immediately rushed to a
hospital, where he is currently undergoing
treatment.Police have also recovered the car used in the
crime from the accused. Officials stated that interrogation
is underway, and efforts are being made to recover the
weapon used in the firing. Further arrests are expected
soon as the investigation progresses.

Haryana Police’s Abhedya app cracks down on
extortion calls, nets gangsters within days

Sonipat police’s Special Unit against Gangsters
(SuaG) has recently arrested five members of an inter-
state gang involved in making extortion calls with the
help of the Haryana Police’s ‘Abhedya’ app.The gang,
linked to gangsters Randeep Malik and Deepak Boxer,
used stolen mobile phones for making VolP calls to
threaten their targets in Haryana and Delhi. Their pre-
liminary interrogation revealed that they had plans to tar-
get six establishments across Sonipat, Panipat and Delhi.
They were tracked down through Abhedya app, after they
made extortion calls to one of their targets in Sonipat,
said a Haryana Police officer.Meanwhile, since its launch
on March 21, close to around 200 businessmen, doctors
and prominent persons in Haryana have installed the
Abhedya mobile app. The app — according to the state
police — prevents the subscribers from getting “unwanted
extortion phone calls and messages”.The majority of the
subscribers are based in Gurugram, Faridabad, Ambala,
Sonipat, Panipat, Rohtak, Hisar, Hansi, and Bhiwani.

Diler Singh, a Loharu-based businessman who in-
stalled this app last week, said, “It has been six days,
since | downloaded this mobile app. So far, | have not
received any mischievous phone call. Earlier, | had re-
ceived a few from random international phone numbers.
I am having a peaceful sleep these days.”A Bhiwani-
based businessman, Virender, who had lodged com-
plaint with the police for receiving extortion-related mes-
sages, said, “These extortion messages had caused im-
mense trauma to me and my family members. After in-
stalling this app, | have not received any such messages
for the last one week.”Two prominent business partners
of Panipat also installed this app. “It looks like we can
now sleep in peace. Ever since, we have downloaded
this app, we have not received any extortion phone call/
message. It is a good initiative of the Haryana Police.
This app blocks unwanted international calls or calls/ mes-
sages using VolP, but we have even requested our dis-
trict police chief that they should also develop some other
application that can completely block even direct mobile
phone calls,” one of the two businessmen said.Explaining
the functioning of this app, Haryana Director General of
Police Ajay Singhal said, “The [phone] calls originating
within the country are relatively easier to trace, while calls
from multiple foreign numbers pose a significant chal-
lenge. This app is proving to be effective to tackle this.
The feedback received from across the districts of Haryana
show a reduction of around 40-50 per cent of such extor-
tion calls. Not only extortion calls, but this app will also
help establish an effective control over digital fraud and
cybercrime related calls.”

“The Abhedya app identifies calls and messages
from unknown and suspicious numbers, blocks them
before they reach the user and specifically monitors in-
ternational, virtual and unsaved numbers for the sub-
scriber. It automatically rejects calls and blocks numbers
if found suspicious. The app also deletes suspicious chats,
voice messages, notifications and voice notes from the
mobile device, ensuring that the subscriber remains free
from any mental stress or fear. Also, the suspicious calls
coming from abroad are also being monitored through
the app. Since, the app is also monitored by the Haryana
Police’s cyber wings and technical experts, such unscru-
pulous callers are also tracked through back-end sys-
tems,” a senior Haryana Police officer explained.Asked
how the app’s misuse can be prevented, an officer stated
that “the app’s access can only be authorised by an of-
ficer above the rank of a district police chief [a Superin-
tendent of Police]. The person intending to download this
app will first have to approach the district SP who can
only authorise download of the app on the person’s
device.”Giving further lowdown on how the app functions,
the officer added, “The app blocks all kinds of communi-
cation from international numbers, including virtual num-
bers and force criminals to use Indian numbers, which
can be traced and tracked by law enforcement
agencies.”The Haryana Police are also coming out with
another update of this app through which not only internet-
based fraud calls but also regular calls can be controlled.
“It includes features to block unknown international calls,
suspicious domestic calls (as per user preference), and
private or hidden numbers, while allowing calls only from
saved and verified numbers,” a senior officer explained.

RS Praveen Kumar
seeks probe into alleged

attack on KTR's PA, PRO
at Saifabad police station

Hyderabad: BRS general secretary RS Praveen
Kumar demanded a probe into the alleged attack on BRS
working president KT Rama Rao’s PA and PRO inside
the Saifabad police station. He stated that the incident
was part of a conspiracy and exposed the complete fail-
ure of law and order in Telangana.Addressing a press
conference at Telangana Bhavan here, Praveen Kumar
said Mahesh and Mahender Reddy, who were summoned
for questioning in connection with the September 7 As-
sembly incident, were deliberately made to wait at the
police station on the day of the Vinayaka Chavithi festi-
val. He said there was no police officer available until
afternoon and power supply to the station was cut for
some time.The BRS leader questioned why the duo were
questioned like terrorists in a dark room of the police
station. He stated that around 15 masked men entered
the police station and attempted to attack the duo, but
none of them were apprehended.
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Building the information backbone
for India’s drinking water future

Data and its management are the backbone of any
system, and any differences in that may appear technical
but have real consequences. When definitions differ and
data sources conflict, states spend valuable time recon-
ciling spreadsheets instead of solving problems on the
ground. Engineers struggle to prioritise repairs and
progress slows down, not because of lack of effort, but of
absence of a holistic picture.

As India undertakes one of the world’s largest rural
water supply transformations, this challenge needs ur-
gent attention. Since the launch of the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion in 2019, household tap water coverage in rural India
has increased from 16.72% to over 81%. This achieve-
ment is not just about pipes and connections. It is about
lives changed, saving over 5.5 crore hours of daily drudg-
ery (largely for women), and preventing nearly four lakh
deaths from diarrhoeal diseases.But building pipes and
pumps is only one part of the journey. The real test is
ensuring water flows regularly, safely, and sustainably
for years to come. That requires constant monitoring of
infrastructure, early detection of problems, and coordi-
nated action across multiple institutions.This is where In-
dia has begun laying the foundations for Digital Public
Infrastructure for the drinking water sector. A key building
block in this effort is the creation of a unique digital iden-
tity for every drinking water scheme through Sujalam
Bharat IDs and Sujal Gaon IDs.A Sujalam Bharat ID es-
tablishes a comprehensive digital record of hydraulically
connected assets from source to tap. Integrated with plat-
forms such as the Sujalam Bharat App, it enables the
creation of Sujal Gaon IDs and provides a clear view of
how water systems are interconnected. This enhances
monitoring, promotes transparency, and contributes to
building a technologically empowered Viksit Bharat
@2047.Scheme performance

Infrastructure data alone are not enough. For drink-
ing water systems to remain reliable, digital systems must
also capture how these schemes perform over time. Data
on the regularity of water supply, water levels in sources,
water quality indicators and the financial sustainability of
schemes are equally important. When such information

flows regularly into digital systems, governments and
communities can better understand whether schemes are
functioning as intended and where attention is
needed.Reliable operational data can transform how the
sector responds to challenges. Declining source levels
and irregular supply patterns can be detected early. Wa-
ter quality risks can be flagged before they become pub-
lic health concerns. Timely financial planning for opera-
tion and maintenance can ensure that systems continue
to deliver their intended benefits.

Equally important, this visibility strengthens commu-
nity governance. Gram panchayats and village water and
sanitation committees play a central role in managing
rural drinking water systems, with a close understanding
of local needs and seasonal water realities.When local
institutions can see both the physical infrastructure and
how it is performing, they gain a clearer understanding of
their water supply systems. Information on pipelines,
pumps and tanks, combined with data on supply regular-
ity, water levels, water quality and financial sustainability,
provides village institutions with a simple but powerful
view of their systems. With this data, communities can
spot problems early and resolve them with engineers.
For gram panchayats and village water and sanitation
committees, this transparency strengthens local water
management and Jan Bhagidari.As this infrastructure
evolves, states can share information more easily using
common formats. They retain control of their systems while
enabling collective learning on what works and where
improvement is needed.

These foundations can enable data- and Al-driven
innovations. Frontline workers can capture images of
pumps and pipelines, and Al can assess supply, detect
damage, and flag maintenance needs. Analytics can iden-
tify risks and patterns that need attention. All of this de-
pends on one thing: trusted, reliable information flowing
through the system.Pipes and pumps will deliver water,
but trusted, shared information will keep them working
well for years. When communities understand their water
systems, they care for them. When local institutions have
the right information and tools, they manage them with
confidence. And when digital infrastructure supports
people on the ground, safe and sustainable drinking water
for every rural household can be ensured.When commu-
nities understand their water systems, they care for them.
When local institutions have the right information and
tools, they manage them with confidence. And when digi-
tal infrastructure supports people on the ground, safe and
sustainable drinking water for every rural household can
endure. The Jal Jeevan Mission has connected millions
of rural households to tap water. The next phase is en-
suring these systems remain functional over time. The
recently concluded Jal Mahotsav 2026 reflected this shift,
recognising communities across the country for their role
in managing drinking water assets,

Uttar Pradesh top performer under
PM’s solar power scheme: UPNEDA

R

Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the top-performing
State under the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojna, in March
2026, setting a new national benchmark in rooftop solar
deployment. With 52,729 installations in a single month,
the State has outperformed leading States such as
Gujarat and Maharashtra. The State has consistently re-
mained among the top two States since July 2025, with
the government arguing that it reflects sustained momen-
tum, strong execution, and robust field-level
governance.“Under PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana,
Uttar Pradesh has surged ahead with more than 1,524
MW of rooftop solar capacity, generating approximately
6.8—7.0 million units of green energy daily and enabling
households savings on electricity bill. This progress po-

sitions Uttar Pradesh as a national leader in sustainable
energy adoption, while also creating more than 60,000
jobs across the State,” said Inderjit Singh, Director of the
Uttar Pradesh New and Renewable Energy Development
Agency (UPNEDA). “The March 2026 installations in Uttar
Pradesh represent the highest monthly deployment
achieved by any State since the inception of the scheme,
underscoring the State’s leadership in accelerating
decentralised solar adoption.

As per the national portal, Uttar Pradesh has
achieved 4,48,233 cumulative rooftop solar installations,
placing it third in India. However, given the current growth
trajectory, the State is well-positioned to surpass
Maharashtra and move to second place in the coming
months.The State also recorded multiple operational mile-
stones during the month, including a record 3,188 instal-
lations in a single day on 31 March 2026, marking the
highest-ever daily achievement. The total installed ca-
pacity has now reached 1,524.61 MW. Additionally, ap-
proximately 74,000 crore in subsidies have been dis-
bursed, including 72,985 crore from the Central govern-
ment, directly benefiting lakhs of households,” reads an
official statement. This large-scale solar expansion is de-
livering measurable socio-economic and environmental
benefits. Rooftop solar adoption has resulted in an esti-
mated saving of more than 6,000 acres of land, which
would otherwise be required for ground-mounted plants.

Pakistan Defence Minister Khawaja Asif on
Rajnath Singh's remarks: 'Response to any attack
would be 'swift, calibrated and decisive'

Mr. Asif took to X to respond to remarks by his Indian
counterpart Rajnath Singh, who earlier said that any "mis-
adventure" from India's neighbour in the prevailing situa-
tion would invite an "unprecedented and decisive"
action.Speaking at an event in poll-bound Kerala, Mr.
Singh on Thursday (April 2) said that following the April
2025 Pahalgam terror attack that claimed 26 lives, India
had destroyed the terrorist hideouts and infrastructure in
Pakistan. He contended that during Operation Sindoor,
Indian forces brought Pakistan to its knees within 22 min-
utes.

"Repeated rhetoric reflects not strength, but visible
strategic anxiety as the anniversary of the Pahalgam"
attack approaches, Mr. Asif said.Mr. Asif further said:
"Such threat-mongering is not new; it is part of a predict-

able pattern - externalising internal fragility, and attempt-
ing to provoke escalation under the garb of unsubstanti-
ated allegations for vested political interests."Recalling
the four-day conflict in May, the Pakistani Minister said
that history was a stark reminder that miscalculation has
consequences."The next time our response will be even
more forceful and decisive. Let there be no ambiguity:
Pakistan remains committed to peace and regional sta-
bility, but its resolve to defend sovereignty is absolute, its
preparedness complete, and its response will be swift,
calibrated, and decisive," he said.The Pahalgam attack
that took place on April 22 last year resulted in a brief
conflict between the two countries.

Congress, BRS gear
Up for crucial cvic polls

Hyderabad: A high-stakes political contest is set to
unfold on Saturday as elections for Chairpersons and
Vice-Chairpersons in three municipalities including
Ibrahimpatnam, Kyathanpally, and Khanapur, are held
following weeks of legal battles and political
manoeuvring. With both the ruling Congress and the op-
position BRS mobilising top leadership, the contest as-
sumed significance, emerging as a prestige battle.Despite
the BRS winning majority seats in all three municipali-
ties, the ruling Congress allegedly used all tricks

‘Operation Chabutra’ sparks debate over
safety and freedom on Hyderabad streets

A late-night policing drive targeting groups ‘loiter-
ing’ on city roads has triggered a split in public opinion,
with residents and netizens sharply divided over whether
it enhances safety or encroaches on personal
freedom.The initiative titled Operation Chabutra is being
carried out across Hyderabad, particularly in the south
and Old City areas, where police say complaints of ha-
rassment, intimidation and petty crime tend to surface
after midnight. Teams patrol identified stretches, ques-
tioning those found sitting on roadside platforms, street
corners and relatively isolated locations.

Police officials maintain that the operation is aimed
at deterrence rather than indiscriminate action. DCP,
Golconda Zone, G. Chandra Mohan said the questioning
is based on behaviour rather than mere presence. “The
motive behind the questioning is that whoever is loitering
on streets, or sitting in isolated places, will be pulled up,
not all. When some are found catcalling couples, women,
and indulging in extortion, we counsel them in front of
their parents or elders. If they are involved in crime against
women, teasing, or property offence, that will be a case.
Minor scuffle will be dealt with counselling,” he said.An
officer from the Charminar zone said the timing and ap-
proach are calibrated based on past incidents. “The op-
eration usually starts after midnight. If found roaming with-
out a purpose, we cross check them once, but roaming
after 1 a.m. is dealt with strictly. Recently, there were inci-
dents of a couple being assaulted, and a delivery boy
robbed. The South and South-West range get more of
such cases.”

He added that the drive is intended to remain largely
non-confrontational. “It is a peaceful operation, mostly
counselling. There is a misconception of using lathi by
police. That happens in isolated cases when a group
tries to escape or evade questions. If there is a complaint
about it, we will surely take action.”The term ‘chabutra’

itself reflects a long-standing social culture in parts of the
Old City, where residents, particularly youth, gather on
raised platforms or ‘arugu’ during summer
nights.Advocate Vasudev Raju from Nampally Criminal
Court said that such spaces have traditionally been part
of community life. “I am basically from a place called
Aliabad in Old City, south of Charminar near Rajanna
Bowli. Life here has to be experienced, not just witnessed.
Youth can really enjoy summer nights on an arugu or
chabutra. But they should not run away when patrol vans
or police come, should avoid vices and always be in a
place covered by CCTV to establish that nothing nefari-
ous is done.”

However, legal concerns have also been raised over
the manner of enforcement. Advocate Rama Rao
Immaneni criticised the operation, calling it an overreach.
“Innovative humiliation in the name of a new device called
Operation Chabutra turned out to be a source of public
humiliation. Powers of police with regard to surveillance
are limited to erstwhile AP Police Standing Orders 601
and 744 adopted by Telangana after reorganisation. It
forms no part of their duty to publicly thwack the citizens
by branding them. Crime control cannot be under uncon-
stitutional methods as we are living in a democracy,” he
said.Videos of the operation, particularly from
Mailardevpally and surrounding areas, have circulated
widely online, drawing contrasting reactions. Some us-
ers have welcomed the move, arguing that stricter en-
forcement is necessary to address nuisance. One com-
ment described the action as a “good job”, adding that
certain groups take advantage of perceived leniency and
need to be controlled to maintain order.

Others have raised concerns over the manner of
policing. A user questioned why people were being ‘ha-
rassed’ instead of simply being asked to disperse, while
another replied that such an approach often fails. Ques-
tions have also been raised about freedom of movement
on public roads and the use of force in certain instances.At
the same time, there is support from residents in other
localities who say similar nuisance persists in their ar-
eas. Some have called for such drives in places like
Balapur, citing disturbances through the day and night.
Sai Sagar, a resident from Maruthi Nagar, said, “I often
reach home around 2 a.m. and see boys ganged up with
beer bottles in the end of my lane. There is definitely a
need for such vigilance to ensure public safety,” he
said.Police also clarified that individuals returning from
work or with valid reasons are not targeted. In recent
checks, youth allegedly driving under the influence of
alcohol

Al tools to increase IVF success
rate and reduce patient costs

Artificial Intelligence (Al) can help reduce patient
costs by achieving pregnancy faster during IVF (In vitro
fertilisation) process, said Dr. Manika Khanna, Chairper-
son and MD at Gaudium IVF, while introducing two new
Al tools — SiD (Sperm Identification Device) and ERICA
(Embryo Ranking Intelligent Classification Assistant) —
in New Delhi on Wednesday (April 1,2026).These Al tools
have been developed by the IVF 2.0, a UK-headquar-
tered embryology innovation organisation, founded by
embryologists Dr. Jacques Cohen and Dr. Alejandro
Chave.

SiD is an Al system designed to optimise sperm se-

lection during fertility treatments. It identifies the most vi-
able sperm for fertilisation, which can lead to better-qual-

ity blastocyst formation. While ERICA supports embry-
ologists in embryo selection, provides objective, data-
driven ranking of embryos. It is done by analysing static
images of blastocysts based on key morphological and
developmental characteristics.They have been data-fed
by the genome sequencing data from India as well, said
Dr. Khanna. The newly introduced technologies are de-
signed to enhance critical stages of the IVF process.

Together, these non-invasive tools assist embryolo-
gists in improving decision-making and reducing vari-
ability. Early clinical observations suggest that the inte-
gration of these Al systems can significantly improve
fertilisation and blastocyst development rates.Dr. Khanna
said that nearly 15% Indians (male and female, both) are
infertile now. She attributes it to increasing stress and
exposure to pollutants, consumption of preservative-rich
food, use of tobacco and unverified fithess
supplements.By improving precision and consistency, the
adoption of Al has the potential to reduce the need for
repeat cycles, thereby lowering the emotional, physical,
and financial burden on patients while inspiring confi-
dence among clinicians and stakeholders, added Dr.
Khanna.She said that these Al tools analyse the sample
on 2.5 million parameters and help embryologists choose
the best sperm and embryo. Dr. Khanna added that Al
increases first-cycle IVF success rate by 5-7%.While these
Al tools help reduce time and money,

Belagavi entrepreneur helps commercial units
overcome LPG shortage using alternative energy SOurces

Since the war in West Asia began a month ago,
hotels and industries in Belagavi have been facing the
shortage of commercial LPG cylinders.However, a third
of them have switched to biomass-based stoves, water
heaters and steam generators, thanks to Sameer
Kanabargi, an innovator and entrepreneur who runs
Phoenix Industries.For over 35 years, this small unit in
the Udyambag Industrial Estate in Belagavi has been
silently working in the field of alternative energy sources
and disseminating technology developed by premier in-
stitutions like 1IT, 1ISc, TERI and others.Phoenix Indus-
tries has designed and produced a range of equipment
for the Indian Army and the Border Security Force. Some
of the over two dozen tools and implements produced by
Mr. Kanabargi are his own inventions.Phoenix produces
biomass-based stoves, water heaters, gasifiers, steam
generators and other equipment. They can be used to
feed a small family of two to a crowd of two lakh.They use
inputs, including agriculture waste like bagasse, stems,
leaves and other farm residue, twigs, tree branches, co-
conut shells or other waste, paper, cardboard and
plywood.“The input can be any inflammable waste mate-
rial. There is no need to modify any of our equipment,”
Mr. Kanabargi said.lt is estimated that around 150 of the
350 hotels and around 100 small and medium industries
in Belagavi and Maharashtra have switched to biomass-
based stoves and burners.Some of them have made the
switch now while those that had stopped using them have
returned to the renewable and low-cost energy
source.The current LPG shortage has increased the de-
mand by multiple times and the factory is working in three
shifts to meet the demand.l think the demand and inquir-
ies we have got in the last 10 days is equal to the demand
we received in the last 10 years,” he said.“While we need
to rely on foreign countries for LPG supply, biomass is
easily available all around us. In rural areas, it is virtually

free, while in the cities, it costs around ?5-?7 per kg. Three
kilograms of biomass gives the same amount of heat
energy as one kilo of LPG. But then, the final cost works
out to be 40%-50% cheaper. Industries that use our prod-
ucts have recovered the cost in 30-100 days,” he said.Mr.
Kanabargi was among the earliest adopters of the ASTRA
Ole no smoke chulha designed by 11Sc’s Centre for Appli-
cation of Science and Technology for Rural Areas.“We
produced over 20,000 model ASTRA Ole that were given
to rural poor by the government and other agencies. He
was among the few industrialists invited by IIT Bombay
for a feasibility study of biomass-based gasifiers and other
tools.He mass produced biomass stoves designed by
TERI under its extension programme. He designed a
portable room heater that runs on pine needles for BSF
personnel working in sub zero temperatures and trans-
ferred the technology free.Mr. Kanabargi says he has
this streak of “think differently” from the crowd. “It all started
when | was in ninth standard,” he recalls.He designed a
multi-purpose kitchen stove that can cook rice and gen-
erate hot water at the same time. He won a State-level
award for the project. He still keeps the working model in
his office.
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Avoid triumphalism,
focus on development

As Maoist ideology is on the brink of slipping
into history, it is a sobering moment for those who
were drawn towards the pursuit of overthrowing the
state and capturing power through the barrel of a
gun and those who egged on youth to chase a false
dream in the name of championing the cause of the
poor. It is also a time for the government to avoid
triumphalism and instead focus on the socio-eco-
nomic development of the regions that were virtu-
ally turned into killing fields and became hostage to
the violent activity of naxalite outfits for decades. In
2009, then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh dubbed
naxalism as the “gravest internal security threat” to
India. Nearly 17 years later, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah stood on the floor of Parliament and de-
clared that the country has now become ‘naxal-free’,
meeting the March 2026 deadline set by the NDA
government. This is the culmination of an aggres-
sive and well-coordinated security operation to hunt
the Maoists in their strongholds, particularly in the
Bastar region. Over the last five decades of vio-
lence, nearly 20,000 people have died, including over
5,000 security personnel. Since its birth in West
Bengal’'s Naxalbari in 1967, the movement spread
its tentacles across the country. At its peak, the
insurgency had spread across 12 States, encom-
passing 17% of India’s territory. In the Red Corridor,
the Maoists virtually ran a parallel administration with
kangaroo courts, armed enforcement units, and
shadow taxation levied on contractors and villagers
alike.

However, over the years, the revolutionary
movement lost steam and began to crumble under
an unrelenting offensive by the security forces and
the steady erosion of its support base. Once a ro-
mantic notion that attracted both the restive urban
youth on campuses and the underprivileged and
exploited sections in rural areas and gave them a
sense of purpose and justice, naxalism gradually
degenerated into a refuge for a clutch of extortion-
ists and trigger-happy vigilantes indulging in point-
less violent attacks and blindly obstructing devel-
opmental projects. Indiscriminate killing of innocent
people, branding them as police informers, and re-
sorting to the same brutal methods that they often
accuse their enemy classes of, public hangings af-
ter holding kangaroo courts, killing politicians and
policemen and resorting to extortions resulted in a
steady erosion of public support. Academics and
the intellectual class, once the mainstay of the Maoist
ideology, slowly moved away from it. Leading secu-
rity experts believe that the latest turn of events
may well signal the end of Maoism in the country.
Government data indicate that districts once con-
sidered Maoist strongholds have either been cleared
of insurgent elements or substantially stabilised. Se-
curity forces, supported by improved intelligence,
road connectivity, telecommunications expansion,
and welfare delivery systems, have steadily pushed
armed cadres into retreat.

Mumbar's lost lakes
set for revival amid rising
climate extremes

At a time when Mumbai is experiencing extreme cli-
mate events like heat wave and relentless waterlogging
during the monsoon, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) administration has floated a proposal to
carry out a survey and identify the number of natural lakes
in the city that exists today.

The move comes at a time when Mumbai is witness-
ing a series of redevelopment and infrastructure work due
to which many natural water bodies including lakes and
ponds have been either reclaimed or filled to make avail-
able land for development leading to loss of ecological
biodiversity. Meanwhile according to the experts the natu-
ral lakes play a key role in micro climate moderation by
lowering the temperature in urban areas, mitigating the
urban heat island effect.At present, some of the key lakes
that exist in Mumbai include the Tulsi lake, Vihar lake,
Powai lake, Sion Talao, Bandra Talao, Banganga Tank
among others. Of these, the Tulsi and Vihar lakes supply
potable water to Mumbai daily.

“The overall drive will be a multi stage drive. In the
first stage, we will identify the locations in our own city
plan where natural water bodies are marked. Then we
will carry out a survey to identify the present condition of
these water bodies. If they still exist, then they will be
rejuvenated and developed into blue zones of Mumbai,”
Avinash Dhakane — additional municipal commissioner
told the Indian Express.He said that the primary objective
behind this project is to find the lost lakes to ensure that
the urban heat effects are restored along with ecological
sustainability. Dhakane also maintained that the larger
plan is to upscale the city’s overall urban infrastructure by
rejuvenation of these water bodies to make open spaces
more accessible for people.

“At present, the project is in the planning stage. Once
we develop the entire modus-operandi, the project pro-
posal will be drafted following which a tender will be floated
to appoint consultants for this project,” he
added.Meanwhile civic officials said that in Mumbai’s De-
velopment Plan (DP) 1991 and 2034, there were 300 lakes
likely in Mumbai. However, in the last three decades due
to various infrastructure and real estate projects, several
lakes were reclaimed and filled by the
authorities.According to a survey report carried out by the
World Wide Fund for Nature or WWF, 129 sites were iden-
tified via satellite imagery as potential sites for natural
lakes in Mumbai.

‘He is compromised’: After Saurabh
Bharadwaj’s ‘samosa jibe’, Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann weighs in on Raghav Chadha

F el .

A day after the AAP removed Raghav Chadha as
the deputy leader in the Upper House, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann said Friday that the Rajya Sabha
MP was “compromised.” The remarks from Mann, who
was speaking to the media, came after several AAP lead-
ers reacted to a video posted by Raghav Chadha.

Responding to a question about Chadha’s claim that
he was being silenced, Mann said, “If he does not walk
out on important issues where the party has taken a clear
stand, does not follow the party line by raising the issue of
deletion of votes in West Bengal, or raise his voice against
the Gujarat government registering 160 FIRs against AAP
leaders and volunteers, on a bid to spread hatred on lines
of caste and religion in Punjab, on MSP and withholding
of Rural Development Fund (RDF) of Punjab and is rais-
ing the issue of samosas being sold at a higher price at
the airport and pizza should be delivered in 40 minutes
instead of 30, is it not violation of party whip? Would you
not feel he is speaking from a different station? In that
case, action has to be taken.”

“Change in the parliamentary board of a party is not
a big deal. The party keeps doing it. Leaders and deputy
leaders are changed frequently. When | became the MP
in 2014, Dr Dharamvira Gandhi was named the leader.
After that, | succeeded him. But the party line has to be
followed,” the Punjab chief minister added.On Thursday,
the AAP wrote to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat seeking the
removal of Raghav Chadha as the party’s deputy leader
in the Upper House and recommended MP Ashok Mittal
as his replacement. The move comes amid a widening rift
between the AAP leadership and Chadha, who has been
accused of not attending key party events and meetings
in recent months.Earlier on Friday, Chadha posted a video
on X slamming the AAP for allegedly stopping him from
speaking in Rajya Sabha.“Whenever | get a chance to
speak in Parliament, | speak on public-centred issues. |
raise issues that are usually not taken up in the Parlia-
ment. Is it a mistake for me to speak on public issues?
What wrong have | done?” Chadha asked in the
message.Chadha alleged that AAP had asked the Rajya
Sabha secretariat to stop him from speaking in the House,
a charge denied by the party.“l am saying this today be-
cause AAP has asked the Rajya Sabha secretariat not to
allow me to speak. Why would someone stop me from
speaking? | speak on aam aadmi, airport food, gig work-
ers, and middle-class tax burden. These issues helped
common people. How does it affect AAP? Why would
someone want to silence me? But | am not out,” Chadha
said.Reacting to his video, AAP’s Delhi unit chief Saurabh
Bharadwaj said it is “more important to talk about larger
issues of the country rather than samosas”.“For a long
time, you have failed to raise issues questioning the Prime
Minister or the Bharatiya Janata Party government. How
will you sustain in politics if you are scared?” he asked
Chadha.

State’s duty is to protect animals, and to protect
citizens from those animals: Bombay High Court

The Kolhapur bench of the Bombay High Court (HC)
has given ad-interim directions to the Maharashtra Forest
Department and the government administration to pro-
vide safe transport for school children and an ambulance
for people residing in the buffer zone of the Sahyadri Ti-
ger Reserve (STR) to thwart casualties due to man-ani-
mal conflicts.Justice Madhav Jamadar and Pravin Patil
passed the order on Thursday while hearing a Public In-
terest Litigation (PIL) by Harish Kamble of the Ukhalu vil-
lage in Kolhapur district. The HC order stated that under
Section 38 V of the Wildlife Protection Act and Article 21 of
the Constitution of India, “the State has a twin obligation:
to protect the animals, and to protect the citizens from
those animals.”’Education of about 500 students in at least
five schools in the region has been affected, causing vio-
lation of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act (RTE), 2009, due to the frequent sighting of
tigers and leopards, even on the main approach roads
during school hours, the PIL highlighted.Children from
Dhangarwada in Ukhalu in Shahuwadi taluka in Kolhapur;
Children from Dhangarwada in Ukhalu in Kolhapur. (Ex-
press Photo)

The PIL stated that human casualties in wildlife at-
tacks in various villages in the buffer zone of Chandoli
National Park (CNP) in STR and nearby areas in the last
few years.The PIL claimed that over a thousand acres of
fertile agricultural land in these villages are lying unculti-
vated as farmers are afraid of entering their farms due to a
constant threat from wild animals, thus causing a viola-
tion of their Right to Livelihood.The PIL demanded safety
measures such as immediate installation of solar fencing/
protection walls around the villages, advanced life sup-
port ambulances, safe school transport facilities for stu-
dents, “livelihood loss compensation” for farmers unable
to cultivate their fertile lands, fitting radio collars on all
leopards and establish a “real time SMS/WhatsApp alert
mechanism” to warm the villagers about their
movements.Kamble’s lawyer, Raviraj Birje, submitted
news reports from March 2026 showing recent incidents
of human wildlife conflict in the buffer zone in Chandoli
National Park in STR and nearby areas.Birje also submit-

ted a letter from the headmaster of Hutatma NanakSingh
Secondary and Higher Secondary School (Sonwade),
Sangli, who has highlighted the concern of the school
students who are facing “several difficulties in view of
human-wildlife conflict.”The HC also found it important to
interfere in this matter “considering the factual position
and to protect the citizens and school going children”. The
HC then gave ad-interim direction to the district collector
and the forest department “to identify dangerous schools
prone to wild attacks” within seven days and jointly “de-
ploy safe transport for the school children, escorted by a
dedicated Rapid Response Team (RRT).”The HC directed
that the RRT must be permanently stationed near the iden-
tified attack-prone schools strictly between 6 am and 6
pm every day. “Securing the approach to schools is an
absolute statutory mandate under Rule 6 of the RTE Rules.
Children cannot be left to navigate an active hunting
ground,” the HC stated.Further, the HC gave an ad-in-
terim direction to permanently station one Advanced Life
Support (ALS) Ambulance at the Shittur-Warun primary
centre” with urgency.The court also ordered the state gov-
ernment and forest department to file their “affidavit-in-
reply” within two weeks and posted the matter for hearing
on April 21.Spanning a total of 1,165.57 square kilome-
ters across the districts of Satara, Sangli, Kolhapur, and
Ratnagiri, the STR was officially notified on January 5,
2010. It comprises a strictly protected core zone of 600.12
sq km and a surrounding buffer zone of 565.45 sq km,
where human settlements and agriculture coexist with
wildlife. The STR encompasses Chandoli National Park
and Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, both part of the Unesco
World Heritage Sites.After the STR was notified, a tiger
was first spotted here in January 2011, but in 2020, this
tiger was seen in the Kali Tiger Reserve in Karnataka.
Between 2023 and 2024, three male tigers were spotted
in the STR and were named as Senapati, Subedar and
Baji, by forest officers.To increase the tiger population,
three tigresses—Chanda, Tara, and Hirkani— were re-
leased into STR under the Tiger Augmentation and Range
Expansion (TARA), between November 2025 and Febru-
ary 2026. Also, last month, a male tiger was spotted in
Chandoli National Park, and forest officials named him
‘Shiledar’.Forest officials say that with four tigers and three
tigresses, there is a surge in wildlife tourism in STR.But
due to frequent encounters between humans and wild
animals — tigers, leopards, and bison — people from
Ukhalu, Udagiri, Ninai Parale, Amba, Mandur, and Shittur
Warun villages from Sangli and Kolhapur, in the buffer
zone of Chandoli National Park in STR and nearby areas,
are protesting against the forest department, demanding
measures to protect their life and property from
wildlife.When The Indian Express visited these villages
last month, people said that in the last five years, many
farmers in the region have stopped cultivating sugarcane,
fearing attacks from wild animals

Why Mumbai has remained dry even as
heavy downpour batters Maharashtra

Late on Thursday night, amid a forecast of thunder-
storms, some suburban pockets of Mumbai received
scanty showers. Beyond the city’s limits, however, the
weather was far more dramatic.Heavy rain and hail activ-
ity battered areas across Maharashtra in unusually in-
tense bouts of pre-monsoon spells. On Thursday, Pune
recorded its wettest April since 1896, while parts of
Marathwada and Vidarbha too have been battered by
incessant showers over the past 3-4 days.Why has heavy
rain eluded Mumbai?According to scientists from the In-
dia Meteorological Department (IMD), thunderstorms and
heavy pre-monsoon showers have swept areas that fall
along the line of discontinuity, an area where there is a
sudden change in wind direction or speed, often leading
to unstable weather conditions.“At present, there is a west-
ern disturbance (WD) system which ushered in westerly
winds. At the line of discontinuity, there is a change in air
mass, meaning that the westerly winds interacted with
easterly winds,” said Sushma Nair, a scientist at IMD
Mumbai.“This type of air flow is prominent in Madhya
Maharashtra and Marathwada. Therefore, the areas in
these regions are experiencing thundershowers and rain
activity,” she explained.However, Mumbai is beyond the
radar of this line of discontinuity, thereby leaving it much

drier than its neighbouring regions. “It was only poised to
receive light rain because of the moisture incursion, which
was spurred by the WD system,” a scientist said.Can
Mumbai expect heavy rain anytime soon?In its forecast
for the Mumbai Metropolitan Region, the IMD has elimi-
nated the possibility of rain in the coming days. In fact,
scientists said that heavy showers are unlikely to sweep
the Mumbai region until late May.“Thunderstorms are a
very common feature during the summer months. How-
ever, heavy rain activity is a rare occurrence for Mumbai
in the month of April,” a meteorologist told The Indian
Express.Historical records from the weather bureau show
that Mumbai’s wettest April was recorded in 2023, at a
mere 14 mm of rainfall.Forecast for the coming daysWhile
rain will continue to elude Mumbai, the IMD has forecast
normal temperatures for the city in the next week. Accord-
ing to the weather bureau, maximum temperatures in the
city are likely to oscillate between 32-33°C till April 9,
while night-time temperatures may hover around
23°C.Nayonika BoseNayonika Bose is a Senior Corre-
spondent with The Indian Express’ Mumbai bureau. While
in the early stages of her career, her focused reporting on
local governance and community welfare already dem-
onstrates clear Expertise and Trustworthiness in cover-

Congress leader Khushbaz
Jattana dies in hit-and-run
accident in Sonipat

Punjab Congress leader Khushbaz Singh Jattana
(47) and his driver Parminder were killed on Thursday
evening after a speeding truck rammed into their station-
ary SUV on the Kundli-Manesar-Palwal (KMP) Express-
way near the Jakholi toll plaza in Haryana’s Sonipat dis-
trict. Jattana’s gunman, Head Constable Karandeep
Singh, was critically injured and admitted to a private hos-
pital in Sonipat. The truck driver fled the spot, and a man-
hunt was launched to nab him.

According to the police, the incident took place
around 6.15 pm when Jattana, his driver, gunman and a
mechanic had stopped to change a flat tyre. Jattana and
the gunman had stepped out of the vehicle while the driver
and mechanic were working on it. An incoming truck hit
the group and the SUV. Jattana and Parminder died on
the spot.The bodies have been shifted to the mortuary of
a government hospital in Sonipat.Jattana, a native of
Muktsar district, had been active in Punjab politics for over
two decades. He began his political career in student
politics at Panjab University, where he served as presi-
dent of the Students Organisation of Panjab University
from 2002 to 2004 while studying law.He later joined the
Congress and went on to serve as vice-president of the
Punjab Youth Congress and district (rural) president in
Bathinda. He contested the Assembly elections from
Talwandi Sabo in 2017 and 2022 but lost both
times.Punjab Congress chief Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring said the party had lost a dynamic and promising
leader. Leader of Opposition Partap Singh Bajwa termed
the incident heartbreaking and said a young life had been
cut short abruptly.

Armed assailants fire shots,
loot Rs 3.5 lakh from gas
agency employee

In a daylight robbery, two masked bike-borne as-
sailants opened fire and looted around Rs 3.5 lakh from a
gas agency employee near Peer Sohana (Kharar) on
Thursday afternoon, creating panic in the area.According
to the preliminary information, Vipin, an employee at a
PANSP gas agency warehouse, was travelling on his mo-
torcycle carrying cash, accompanied by his acquaintance
Dharampal. He had reportedly just left the agency pre-
mises with approximately Rs 3.5 lakh in cash.

As they reached near the Peer Sohana area, two
masked men on a motorcycle approached them from be-
hind. Eyewitnesses said the attackers rode alongside and
struck Vipin with the butt of a pistol. When Vipin and
Dharampal attempted to resist, the assailants fired shots
in the air to intimidate them, triggering chaos in the
vicinity.Moments later, the attackers fired another shot
near Vipin's feet, further frightening the victims. Taking
advantage of the situation, they snatched the bag con-
taining cash and fled the scene at high speed. The stolen
amount is estimated to be around Rs 3.5 lakh.

Police from Sadar Kharar Police Station rushed to
the spot upon receiving information and initiated an in-
vestigation. CCTV footage from nearby areas is being
scanned to identify the accused.Police officials stated that
efforts are underway to trace and arrest the culprits soon.
The incident has raised serious concerns about security
in the area, with locals demanding increased police pa-
trolling to prevent such crimes.DSP Karan Sandhu said
that “statements of the gas agency employees have been
recorded. CCTV footage from nearby areas is being ex-
amined. A case of robbery and under the Arms Act will be
registered against unknown persons”.

High-speed rail to Noida
International Airport? Jewar
MLA approaches Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

A demand for high-speed rail connectivity to Noida
International Airport has been raised by the Jewar MLA
with Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. (Image gener-
ated using Al)A demand for high-speed rail connectivity
to Noida International Airport has been raised by the Jewar
MLA with Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. (Image
generated using Al)

Noida International Airport latest news: Jewar MLA
Dhirendra Singh met Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
and sought a high-speed rail connectivity to Noida Inter-
national Airport (NIA). He also urged the redevelopment
of Chola railway station in Uttar Pradesh with modern
infrastructure and passenger amenities. The Chola rail-
way station is a part of North Central Railway (NCR) zone.

Noida International Airport rail connectivityln a letter
to the Railway Minister, Dhirendra Singh also sought ex-
pedited approval and execution of the proposed new rail-
way line in the region. He further requested consideration
for the stoppage of major trains at Chola railway station.

“We, on behalf of the people of Jewar and Anupshahr
constituencies, would like to formally submit our request
for the comprehensive development and upgradation of
Chola Railway Station into a modern, multimodal trans-
port hub, aligned with the upcoming Noida International
Airport (Jewar Airport).Given the strategic importance of
the airport—one of the largest infrastructure projects in
the country—the role of Chola Railway Station becomes
pivotal in ensuring seamless regional and national con-
nectivity. Strengthening this node will significantly benefit
not only Gautam Buddh Nagar and Bulandshahr districts
but the entire Western Uttar Pradesh region,” he said.The
phase 1 of Noida International Airport was inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on March 28. This new
airport is set to benefit various regions including Agra,
Mathura, Aligarh, Ghaziabad, Meerut, Etawah,
Bulandshahr and Faridabad. It has been developed as
the second international airport for the Delhi-NCR
region.Noida International Airport is among the largest
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greenfield airport projects in the country.
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One Hyderabad apartment, eight trans
lives, and a law that threatens them all

In an apartment complex in a quiet corner of Uppal,
not far from Hyderabad's Rajiv Gandhi International Sta-
dium, Sanihit sits talking to his friend Sai Pallavi over tea.
In the three-storey apartment building — home to eight
trans people — the conversation turns naturally to the
one thing that has been foremost on their minds: the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment
Act, 2026.“l lived through every trauma that I‘d ever had to
endure when the Bill passed,” says 27-year-old Sanihit, a
transman and building occupant. “The question was,
where do | go from here?“

It's a question on the minds of all eight trans people
in the building. Introduced in the Lok Sabha on March 13,
the law — passed in both Houses of Parliament and se-
curing the President's assent in 19 days — does not
recognise self-identification as the basis for determining
gender. Although it recognises socio-cultural identities
such as kinner, hijra, aravani or jogta, and people with
variations in characteristics such as primary sexual char-
acteristics, external genitalia, chromosomes or hormones,
it does not recognise categories such as transmen,
transwomen, non-binary and gender-queer people.For
transgender people, the law — which critics say was
passed in “undue haste without consultations” — marks
an erasure of the very identities they have spent years
fighting to keep. In the apartment building, anxiety over
the Bill is pervasive, spilling into morning chores, work
and dinner-time conversations.“It undercuts our indepen-
dence,” says 30-year-old Anil/Savithri, a non-binary per-
son who, along with their partner Sandy — a gay man —
founded the queer rights NGO Mobbera Foundation.

The building is also home to four more trans people
besides Sanihit and Anil/Savithri, among them Sai Pallavi
and Abhinetri, both transwomen. Here, they have set up
homes with their chosen partners. “These are our families
now,“ says Anil/Savithri.lt was Anil/Savithri‘'s and Sandy'‘s
love story that led the eight trans people to the apartment.
It began when the two met on Facebook in 2014, when
they were both in their twenties.Anil Savithri, Sai Pallavi,
Abhinetri Anil Savithri, Sai Pallavi, and AbhinetriTogether,
they founded ‘Flash Mobbers’ — a WhatsApp group for
people with diverse gender and sexual identities. The
group would eventually become Mobbera.For Anil/
Savithri, it was one of the most memorable periods of their
life. “The most unforgettable performance was when we
did a flash mob at the gate of Osmania University,” they
say. “A group of us danced and dispersed soon after, but
the memory of those days remains with us. Students and
parents were supportive. We felt happy.“Over time, the
group evolved — from Flash Mobbers to Mobbers and
then Mobbera. “We defined Mobbera as a mob of people
ushering in a new era,” Anil/Savithri says.In 2015, Mobbera
registered itself as an NGO. For those who led it, it felt like
a new beginning: the year before, the Supreme Court, in
the landmark NALSA vs Union of India judgment, had
declared transgender people the ‘third gender* — a wa-

tershed moment for the trans rights movement.

The years that followed — from the Supreme Court's
2018 ruling decriminalising homosexuality and the 2019
law upholding aspects of the NALSA judgment — felt like
steady, hard-won progress.The couple‘s personal life saw
changes, too. In 2019, they moved to the current apart-
ment complex, without coming out to the landlord. “He
realised that we were a couple only four years later. He
was supportive by then,” Anil/Savithri says. “In the early
days, the flat became a harbour for trans people in need
of support. We would help others out for one or two
days.“Over time, others joined them in the apartment com-
plex: in 2024, Sai Pallavi and Abhinetri moved into the flat
below, and in 2025, Sanihit and his friends — two trans
women and two trans men — moved into another flat.Sai
Pallavi, a background verification analyst, speaks about
how she came to live here. For this trans woman from
Telangana‘’s Karimnagar, coming out to her family was
not easy. When she did in 2023, the fallout was severe.”l
was taken to doctors and to tantriks to make me a ‘man’. |
eventually ran away from home and went to a friend in
Nellore,” she says.Soon, she made what felt like her only
choice: joining a hijra cultural group. In the rigid guru-
chela system, defiance was not tolerated.

“There is no independence. You‘re either into beg-
ging, doing badhai (blessing) or doing sex work,“ Sai
Pallavi says.It was when she met Sandy that Pallavi saw
her chance to leave. “By then, | had finished my B.Tech in
mining engineering. Sandy said | could look for a job,"
she says.Like many others in the building, Sanihit, who
works in account management at a corporate firm in
Hyderabad, has a similar story. Originally from a village
near Nagpur in Maharashtra, he moved to Hyderabad
five years ago in search of the freedom to be himself —
something he had long dreamed of.“l| never came across
a single transgender person in my village apart from my-
self,” Sanihit says.He has yet to come out to his parents,
though he believes they may already know. With his ex-
tended family, however, itis different. “They still don‘t know
what | look like,“ he says.For many here, the Bill unfairly
divides the trans community into two groups — those who
are recognised and those who are not. Many now fear
being pushed back into the lives they had tried to escape.
“The amendment bill is basically making us go back to
that guru-chela culture,” says Pallavi.There are other con-
cerns too — from losing jobs to losing transgender iden-
tity cards. Abhinetri, a traffic cop, fears for her position.
“I'm worried that because I'm an independent transwoman,
I will be thrown out of the force,” she says.Sai Pallavi adds:
“The Bill will make it difficult for everyone who has not
undergone gender-reassignment surgery to claim that
they are trans people. Because of my ill health, I‘'ve not
undergone the surgery. Will my transgender card be re-
voked?*

Sanihit, who had been planning to come out through
a Pride march in his village, has now put those plans on
hold. “After seeing the Pride here in Hyderabad, | wanted
to start one in my village, but now I'm not sure,” he says.In
their anxiety and confusion, they turn to their only solace
— the Mobbera Foundation. But the Act threatens its ex-
istence too. The amendment penalises anyone who “kid-
naps“ a person and “forces” them to become transgender.
Penalties range from up to 10 years’ imprisonment for
adults to life imprisonment in the case of minors. Mem-
bers of the community say this could criminalise support
systems.“There are several transgender persons who seek
out people within the community to help them in the initial
days of coming out.

Holding SIR judicial officers hostage in West Bengal a
‘calculated attempt’ to disrupt elections: SC

The Supreme Court on Thursday said the gheraoing
of seven judicial officers without food or water for more
than nine hours at a government office in West Bengal’s
Malda district reportedly after several voters were struck
off the electoral roll in the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
was not only a “brazen attempt” to browbeat the officers
but amounted to a challenge to the authority of the top
court.Hundreds of judicial officers have been deployed
on the basis of a Supreme Court order to function as Elec-
tion Registration Officers and adjudicate objections raised
by voters excluded from the electoral roll during the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) ahead of the Assembly elec-
tion scheduled on April 23 and 29.Noting that three of the
judicial officers were women, the court said the incident
exposed the “complete failure of the civil and police ad-
ministration in the State of West Bengal”.

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a three-
judge Bench, asked what the political leaders were doing
during all those hours of captivity — could they not have
gone to the spot and calmed down the situation.A shocked
apex court pointed out that the judicial officers were pelted
with stones as they were finally rescued and led out by
the police after being detained from 3.30 p.m. on April 1
till well past midnight.“This was not a routine incident. It
was ex facie a calculated, well-planned and deliberate
move to demoralise the judicial officers and impact the
ongoing process of adjudication of objections. We will not
allow anyone to interfere and take law into their hands by
causing fear in the minds of judicial officers. This undoubt-
edly amounts to criminal contempt,” Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, heading a three-judge Bench, observed.

The Chief Justice said he had never seen such a
“politically polarised State like West Bengal”.“You are forc-
ing us to say. Unfortunately in your State, each one of you
speaks a political language... | have never seen such a
politically polarised State. Even in court orders, the poli-
tics is reflected... We passed the order deploying judicial
officers because we thought we could have a neutral struc-
ture for the adjudication of objections, and this is how
people are behaving? Do you think we are not aware
who are the miscreants behind this incident? | was moni-
toring events till 2 a.m.,” Chief Justice Kant addressed the
West Bengal side.Justice Joymalya Bagchi, on the Bench,
said political leaders who form part of the executive of the
State and leaders in the Opposition must condemn the
incident in one voice. “The orders of the judicial officers
are deemed to be the orders of this court. This incident
sought to scuttle the entire effort, discourage judicial offic-
ers... It amounts to contempt of court,” Justice Bagchi
remarked.The court directed the Election Commission
(EC) to assign the Central Bureau of Investigation or Na-

tional Investigation Agency, during the course of the day,
with the task to probe the incident. It directed the Commis-
sion to requisition Central forces to protect the life, liberty
and families of the judicial officers involved in West Ben-
gal SIR.

The Bench narrated that the Registrar General of the
Calcutta High Court had informed the local police and
civil administration forimmediate backup on learning about
the gherao. “The matter was met with conspicuous inertia
until approximately 8:30 p.m.,” it said. The official had then
contacted the Home Secretary, the Director General of
Police (DGP) and the Chief Justice of the High Court.
“Though assurance of early action was given, no tangible
action was taken,” the court stated.Finally, the High Court
Chief Justice had to intervene personally, following which
the Home Secretary and the DGP had turned up at his
residence at midnight.Chief Justice Kant said the High
Court Chief Justice, in his letter to the apex court, had
strongly deprecated the delay on the part of the police
and the civil administration. The apex court said the Chief
Secretary, Home Secretary, DGP, District Collector and
Superintendent of Police had acted in a “highly deplor-
able” manner during the hours of crisis.

The Bench directed the DGP, Malda District Magis-
trate and the Superintendent of Police to show cause why
suitable action should not be taken against them. The
Bench scheduled the case for hearing on April 6.“They
have to place before this court reasons for failing to take
any effective measures to secure the safety of the judicial
officers,” the court ordered.Senior advocates Kalyan
Bandhopadhyay, Menaka Guruswamy and Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, variously representing the State gov-
ernment and the ruling Trinamool Congress leaders, said
the Chief Secretary and DGP were the poll body’s own
appointments in March.Senior advocate Dama Seshadiri
Naidu, appearing for the Commission, said the judicial
officers were held “hostage”. “This is jungle raj,” he ex-
claimed.”

How women voters
are shaping State politics in 2026

Women voters have become a central point of dis-
cussion in elections in India in recent times. Rightly so,
because parties in power roll out women-centric schemes,
sometimes even direct cash transfer ones, to win their
support. Opposition parties too make promises about ini-
tiating schemes for women’s welfare, if elected. These
promises seem to making some impact, which is reflected
in the rising turnout of women voters. Parties appear to
have mobilised women through welfare schemes, and
this mobilisation is seen as a key factor for electoral
success.The upcoming Assembly elections in Assam,
Kerala, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu are unlikely to be
different. Women, who constitute nearly half of the elec-
torate in each State (and slightly more in Kerala), are a
key focus of all political parties. Electoral trends show that
while turnout has increased, women remain
underrepresented in State assemblies. However, evi-
dence from Lokniti-CSDS data suggest that their voting
choices have somewhat shaped party strategies and po-
litical outcomes.Across all four States, women'’s voter turn-
out has remained high and largely stable over the past
three decades, often matching or slightly exceeding men’s
participation. The table below shows the gender gap in
voter turnout in State elections. (+) indicates higher turn-
out of women compared to men, (-) indicates lower turn-
out of women.

In Assam, the gender gap narrowed from -1.48 per-
centage points in 1991 to +0.41 in 2021. Kerala shows a
similar trend, with women voting at levels equal to or
slightly higher than men. In 2016, women’s turnout sur-
passed men’s, with a gap of +2.17 percentage points. By
2021, the turnout was nearly equal, with a gap of +0.09
percentage points.In West Bengal, women’s turnout re-
mained slightly below men’s until 2011, when it surpassed
men’s for the first time and maintained a marginal lead in
the subsequent election (+0.38 percentage points in
2021). Tamil Nadu, historically lower in voter participa-
tion compared to other States, reached near parity by 2011,
and women’s turnout has remained close to men’s turn-
out through 2021, with only a minimal gap of -0.27 per-
centage points.Representation in AssembliesWhile
women have consistently shown high voter participation,
converting this engagement into representation in State

Assemblies remains a persistent challenge. Over the past
three decades, the proportion of women elected to As-
sembilies in all four States have varied, but remained low.

In Assam, women’s representation rose from 3.97%
in 1991 to a peak of 11.11% in 2011, but fell to 4.76% in
2021 (six of 126 seats). Kerala shows a relatively stable
but persistently low level of women’s representation, with
women legislators occupying between 5% and 9% of seats
over the years. In 2021, only 11 women were elected,
accounting for just 7.86% of the 140-seat Assembly.West
Bengal stands out for gradual gains rising from 7.14% in
1991 to 13.95% in 2016, and 13.61% in 2021. In 2021
about 40 women were elected to the 294-member As-
sembly, the highest among these States. Tamil Nadu pre-
sents the most volatile trajectory. Representation peaked
at 13.68% in 1991 but fell sharply to 3.85% in 1996. In
2021, women’s representation stood at 5.13%, with 12
women elected to the 234-seat AssemblyOn voting pat-
terns

Survey-based estimates from Assembly election
studies conducted by the Lokniti-CSDS provide insight
into how women have voted over time. In Assam, there
has been a clear shift. In 2011, the Congress led among
women voters with 39% of women voting for them, while
the BJP secured 10%. By 2021, the BJP-led alliance in-
creased its women’s vote share to 44%. As shown in the
table below, the Mahajot alliance also secured significant
support, receiving 33% in 2016 and 41% in 2021, making
the contest more competitive.Kerala presents a closely
contested pattern between the United Democratic Front
(UDF) and the Left Democratic Front (LDF) with women’s
support nearly equal in 2011 and 2016. In the 2021 As-
sembly elections, the LDF gained a modest advantage
securing 45% of women’s votes compared to the UDF’s
41%. The BJP which contested independently in 2011
received 5% of the women’s votes. In 2016 and 2021,
contesting as part of an alliance, its share rose to 12%
and 11% respectively, but it remains a secondary player
in a largely bipolar contest.In West Bengal, the Trinamool
Congress, whether contesting alone or in alliance, has
consistently secured close to 50% of the women'’s vote.
The BJP, contesting independently in 2011 and 2016,
received 4% and 10% of the women’s votes, respectively.
By 2021, the BJP and its allies expanded sharply among
women voters, receiving 36% of the votes, pointing to
some restructuring of the electoral landscape.Tamil Nadu
shows alternating patterns between the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) and the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). The AIADMK led among
women voters in 2016 (46%), but the DMK alliance over-
took it in 2021 with 45% compared to the 42% of the
AIADMK and its allies.Despite their high participation,
women remain a small minority in State legislatures.

Western hegemony
and the language of violence

The war on Iran has rapidly become one of the most
consequential conflicts since the Second World War. On
February 28, the United States and Israel launched coor-
dinated strikes across Iran, targeting critical sites and elimi-
nating the senior Iranian leadership. The war has since
expanded with missile and drone attacks, causing wide-
spread destruction. Disruption of ship movement through
the Strait of Hormuz has resulted in a pronounced volatil-
ity in global oil markets. Governments worldwide are ob-
serving the situation with increasing concern. The conflict
has now entered a more unpredictable phase with dis-
cussion of negotiations occurring alongside preparations
for a potential military escalation, even the possible de-
ployment of American ground forces.While the exercise
of military power in this war is evident, the narratives that
accompany it raise deeper questions. Why is Iran
characterised in Western discourse as a rogue state and
a threat to international order, whereas the U.S. frames its
own use of force as lawful, defensive and stabilising?
Furthermore, how has this narrative achieved such wide-
spread acceptance in international politics?The explana-
tion lies not only in the distribution of power but also in the
processes through which knowledge about international
politics has been produced.

Many key terms used in international politics appear
neutral. Terms such as “terrorism,” “rogue state”, or “re-
sponsible power” seem to offer simple descriptions of
behaviour. In practice, however, these terms frequently
serve as political labels. Powerful states shape how these
terms are used. They classify states and actors into moral
categories and usually determine what constitutes accept-
able force and what counts as illegitimate violence.This
pattern is visible in the ongoing war on Iran, where lan-
guage constructs a moral hierarchy regarding the use of
violence.The power of discourse

For decades, the linguist and political thinker Noam
Chomsky has been among the most prominent critics of
this double standard. He contends that the label “rogue
state” often reflects political power rather than consistent
legal criteria. If uniform standards were applied, major
powers themselves may be classified as rogue actors due
to repeated violations of international law and their sup-
port for violent proxy groups abroad.Chomsky references
the U.S. involvement in the Contra war in Nicaragua dur-
ing the 1980s. The International Court of Justice ruled
that Washington’s actions amounted to an illegal use of
force and ordered it to pay reparations. The U.S. rejected
the ruling and vetoed a UN resolution calling upon states
to comply with international law. Such incidents show how
powerful states can evade the labels they impose on
others.Understanding the persistence of these patterns
requires moving beyond the immediate geopolitics of West
Asia to examine how international relations developed
as a field of knowledge.Palestinian scholar Edward Said
offered one of the most influential critiques of this process
in his book Orientalism. Said argued that Western schol-
arship has historically portrayed Eastern societies as irra-
tional, emotional, dangerous, and fundamentally distinct
from the West, which is portrayed as rational and civilised.
These representations functioned not merely as stereo-
types but as a system of knowledge that helped justify
dominance. The ability to characterise a country often
correlates with the power to control or discipline it.This
pattern persists in contemporary debates about Iran and
the wider Islamic world. Iran is often presented not simply
as a strategic rival but as a civilisational threat. The re-
gime is often described as irrational or fanatical rather
than as a state pursuing strategic interests similar to other

states. Once this image becomes dominant, military ac-
tion can be framed as necessary protection rather than
aggression.

Why the narrative persistsCritics of U.S. foreign policy
often highlight a fundamental contradiction. The U.S. pre-
sents itself as the guardian of international law. Yet, in
practice, it has often acted outside those very rules. The
2003 invasion of Iraq, conducted without UN Security
Council authorisation, exemplifies this inconsistency. Simi-
lar concerns arise in relation to targeted killings, covert
operations, and support for armed groups in various re-
gions.

The ongoing war against Iran raises similar con-
cerns. Air strikes have targeted infrastructure and high-
ranking officials, resulting in civilian casualties. These
operations are at odds with the UN Charter, which per-
mits the use of force only in self-defence or with Security
Council approval. However, these actions are seldom
characterised as violations of international law in main-
stream Western discourse. Instead, they are framed as
preventive self-defence or stabilising interventions.This
contrast highlights the power of narrative. The same act
can be interpreted as either aggression or a security mea-
sure, depending on the actor. When Western powers
employ force, the prevailing narratives emphasise deter-
rence and order. In contrast, when others use force, the
discourse shifts to terms such as “terrorism” and threats
posed by “rogue states”.

This disparity is related to how knowledge about in-
ternational politics is produced. Most of the institutions
that shape global debates are concentrated in North
America and Europe. They set the terms. |deas that emerge
from Western political debates often become global norms.
Scholars and policymakers in the non-Western world may
challenge these ideas, but they often have limited ability
to reshape the intellectual frameworks developed
elsewhere.The result is a subtle but powerful imbalance.
Western states possess not only superior military and eco-
nomic power but also discursive power. They shape the
narrative through which global politics is understood.

The narratives of the Iran warThe war on Iran shows
this clearly. It is not only about missiles and strikes. It is
also about legitimacy. Iran is accused of destabilising the
region through its nuclear and missile programmes and
support for proxy forces. Conversely, American and Is-
raeli strikes are being presented as preventive or defen-
sive measures.Both sides claim legitimacy, but only one
narrative tends to dominate the global discourse. This
does not mean lIran is beyond criticism. The Iranian re-
gime has its own record of repression and regional inter-
ventions. The point is about the unequal standards through
which violence is judged.Language, therefore, becomes
part of the mechanism of power.
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No injectable cosmetics, says drug
regulator, amid rise in botox, glutathione use

Amid the growing popularity of skincare procedures
using compounds such as botox and glutathione, the
country’s apex drug regulator has issued a public advi-
sory stating that no cosmetic product should be inject-
able. “No cosmetic is permitted to be used as an injection
by consumers or professionals or aesthetic clinics. Cos-
metics are only intended to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled
or sprayed on to the human body,” the advisory by the
Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO)
says.According to officials in the know of the matter: “While
these products have been in use over the last several
years, adverse reactions linked to such procedures were
being reported. This is the reason the public advisory
was issued.”

What did the advisory say?

The advisory states that the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940 — which continues to govern the manufacture,
storage, and sale of all medicines and cosmetics in the
country — defines cosmetic as “any article intended to be
rubbed, poured, sprinkled or sprayed on, or introduced
into, or otherwise applied to, the human body or any part
thereof for cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractive-
ness, or altering the appearance, and includes any ar-
ticle intended for use as a component of cosmetic.”Aside

from warning against injectables, the advisory goes on to
state that the articles should not carry labels that may
“purport or convey any idea which is false or misleading
to the intending user of cosmetics.” And, nothing marked
on the packages by the manufacturer should be changed
or altered by anyone, the advisory said.“Use of prohib-
ited ingredients in cosmetic products, misleading claims
on label, use of cosmetics for treatment and application
of cosmetics through injection attracts violations,” it added.

Why is this significant?

The advisory could trigger tighter scrutiny of India’s
booming aesthetic and skincare industry, particularly clin-
ics and wellness centres offering injectable “beauty treat-
ments” that often operate in a regulatory grey zone. India
has previously seen repeated instances of misuse in-
volving skin-lightening injections, unapproved glu-
tathione drips, steroid-laced cosmetic products, and mis-
leading “medical-grade” beauty claims marketed through
salons and social media influencers.Experts have long
warned that many such procedures are administered by
inadequately trained personnel, sometimes using im-
ported or improperly labelled products with little over-
sight. By explicitly stating that cosmetics cannot be inject-
able under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, regulators may
now have stronger grounds for enforcement actions
against clinics, importers, and manufacturers making
unauthorised cosmetic injection claims

What can you do?

The advisory asks people to report any such obser-
vations to the drug controller at
cosmetics@cdsco.nic.in.What prompted  the
advisory?Aside from the increased use of injectable cos-
metics, the drug regulator had reportedly cancelled the
registration of a Telangana-based company importing a
face cream with three alpha hydroxyl acids (AHAs), the
total concentration of which stood at 60%, higher than
the mandated 30%.

Ebola alert at Indian ports, airports: Health
Ministry puts out screening norms

India has issued Ebola screening protocols at air-
ports, ports and other entry points for travellers arriving
from or transiting through high-risk countries, as health
authorities step up preparedness despite no confirmed
cases in the country. (File Photo)India has issued Ebola
screening protocols at airports, ports and other entry
points for travellers arriving from or transiting through high-
risk countries, as health authorities step up prepared-
ness despite no confirmed cases in the country.The Union
Heath Ministry has issued advisory on Ebola for travel-
lers from “high risk countries” to Indian ports, airports,
and all points of entry to the country. Anyone travelling
from or transiting through DR Congo, Uganda, and South
Sudan and experiencing symptoms such as fever, weak-
ness and fatigue, headache, muscle pain, vomiting, diar-
rhoea, unexplained bleeding, and sore throat have been
asked to report to the airport health officer or health desk
before going to the immigration check.

Any person with a history of direct contact with blood
or bodily fluids of a person confirmed or suspected to
have Ebola should also reach out to the health authori-
ties at the port of entry. The measures were taken as a
matter of precaution. There are no ebola cases in the
country as of now.“Please cooperate with health screen-
ing and public health measures in the interest of passen-
ger safety and international health regulation,” says the
advisory, reminiscent of the Covid-19 pandemic.The
World Health Organisation (WHO) last week sounded
the alarm bells, declaring the ebola outbreak a public
health emergency of international concern. Its senior of-
ficials have flagged the speed of the spread ever since
the outbreak was detected. The Health Ministry has since
conducted two meetings on the issue — one with its own

officials and one with the states to check the prepared-
ness levels. During the high level meeting Health Secre-
tary Puniya Salila Srivastava on Wednesday, States and
Union Territories were advised to be ready on all fronts,
with standard operating procedures shared covering pre-
arrival and post-arrival screening, quarantine protocol,
case management, referral mechanism, and laboratory
testing. Srivastava emphasised the importance of coor-
dinated surveillance, timely reporting, and preparedness
of designated health facilities.Ebola is a zoonotic infec-
tion — caused by Orthoebolavirus family — that can be
extremely fatal in humans. It can spread from humans to
humans through direct contact with infected fluids such
as blood, saliva, sweat, tears, vomit, faeces, and breast
milk among others. It can also be transmitted by touching
contaminated surfaces and contact with dead bodies of
those who have died of the infection. While most of the
symptoms of the disease are like flu — fever, headache,
muscle and joint pains

Why fish oil supplements may not
lower LDL or bad cholesterol

| have many patients who began taking fish oil supple-
ments the moment they found their cholesterol levels to
be “abnormal” during an annual blood test. Concerned
about heart disease, they started taking fish oil capsules
daily after hearing from friends and online sources that
they are “good for the heart.” A few months later, they felt
reassured simply because they were taking a supple-
ment, even though they did not fully understand which
part of their lipid profile was abnormal in the first place.
And then they came to see me after their second test
showed little to no improvement.Cases like these reflect
a very common misunderstanding: many people assume
fish oil can solve every cholesterol-related problem, when
heart health is actually far more complex. The problem is
that cholesterol itself is often treated like one single num-
ber. In reality, not all blood fats behave the same way,
and not every supplement works in the way people ex-
pect.

What fish oil actually doesFish oil contains Omega-
3 fatty acids, mainly EPA and DHA, which are associated
with cardiovascular health. One of their benefits is that
they reduce inflammation that is considered one of the
key factors involved in developing heart diseases.Another
common use of fish oil is for its ability to reduce triglycer-
ides. Triglycerides are fats present in the body, and they
could cause cardiovascular risks to individuals suffering
from high triglyceride levels.However, triglycerides and
low-density lipoprotein or LDL cholesterol (also known
as bad cholesterol) are not the same. Even though trig-
lycerides and bad cholesterol are tested in blood lipid
profile tests, they cannot be managed in the same
way.Looking beyond the common assumptionsFish oil
cannot lower LDL. In some cases, especially at higher
doses, certain formulations may even increase LDL lev-
els. Why does this happen? While reducing triglycerides,
fish oil reduces the liver's production of triglyceride-rich
particles called VLDL (very low-density lipoproteins). As
these particles are broken down and cleared from the
bloodstream more efficiently, some of them get converted
into LDL particles, which can lead to a rise in LDL choles-
terol levels. This effect appears to be more common with
supplements containing DHA and at higher doses used
for treating elevated triglycerides. However, the increase
in LDL does not always mean cardiovascular risk rises in
the same way, because some studies suggest fish oil

may also shift LDL particles toward a larger and poten-
tially less harmful form. Nevertheless, this is one reason
why fish oil is mainly used for managing high triglycer-
ides rather than as a general cholesterol-lowering
supplement.Another point that is often overlooked is that
while fish oil may be useful in specific situations, it has
not consistently shown benefits in reducing overall deaths
related to heart disease. This reminds us that improving
one number on a blood test does not always mean over-
all heart health outcomes will improve.Because fish oil
supplements are easily available, they are often per-
ceived as completely harmless. However, like any supple-
ment or therapy, they can have side effects.Higher doses
may increase bleeding tendency in some individuals,
particularly those already taking blood-thinning medica-
tions. Certain studies have also raised concerns regard-
ing heart rhythm disturbances in selected patients.This
does not mean fish oil supplements should be avoided
altogether. Rather, it highlights the importance of using
them appropriately and under medical guidance when
required.

Food sources and supplements are not always the
sameA natural source of Omega-3 like fatty fish might be
better compared to supplements. When nutrients are con-
sumed via food, they come along with several other com-
ponents, such as proteins, fats, and vitamins, which
complement each other as a result of being part of the

How extreme heat is quietly
damaging our heart, Kidneys, brain

For decades, extreme heat was treated as a sea-
sonal hardship but temporary. But with large parts of In-
dia consistently reporting summer temperatures above
44°C, heat stress is posing a health threat. “We are not
looking at dramatic episodes of heatstroke but the qui-
eter, cumulative damage that relentless heat inflicts on
the human body over weeks and months. The body gets
very little time to recover,” says Dr Rakesh Gupta, senior
consultant, Internal Medicine, Indraprastha Apollo Hos-
pital, New Delhi.Sustained exposure to extreme heat af-
fects nearly every major organ system. It strains the heart,
taxes the kidneys, disrupts sleep, impairs cognition, al-
ters emotional stability and accelerates underlying dis-
ease. And it does so unevenly, with children, working-
age adults and the elderly facing distinct and often un-
derestimated risks.

“The human body was never designed to work con-
tinuously to maintain its core temperature. With sustained
heat exposure, the body spends more time trying to cool
itself through sweating and changes in blood circulation.
Over time, this can lead to persistent fluid and electrolyte
loss, disturbed sleep, fatigue, reduced concentration,
headaches, and a general feeling of exhaustion. People
may dismiss these symptoms as routine tiredness, but
they can be early signs that the body is struggling to adapt.
By the time the body visibly collapses, the damage is
often already advanced,” says Dr Gupta.Dr Prashant
Borade, Director-ICU at Gleneagles Hospital, Mumbai,
says hospitals are witnessing a sharp rise in patients
suffering from severe heat stress and dehydration. “Blood
investigations in severe cases often reveal muscle break-
down, strain on the kidneys and liver, and dangerous
electrolyte imbalance caused by extreme heat exposure,”
he says.

What's the biggest myth about heat stress?

That it affects only outdoor workers or vulnerable
populations. According to Dr Gupta, “Daily commuters,
children spending time outdoors, individuals living in
poorly ventilated homes and even otherwise healthy
young adults can experience cumulative heat stress.”

Why children are more prone to heat

Children are among the least protected from extreme
heat, though they are rarely perceived as the highest-risk
group. Physiologically, they are poorly equipped for pro-
longed exposure to temperatures above 44°C. “Their bod-
ies heat up faster, they sweat less efficiently than adults
and they dehydrate far more quickly. Infants are espe-
cially vulnerable because their temperature regulation
systems are still developing. A child can move from mild
dehydration to a medical emergency with alarming
speed,” says Dr Gupta, urging parents to pay attention to
unusual tiredness, irritability, reduced activity, poor ap-
petite, headaches, or lethargy, particularly if children con-
tinue outdoor activities during peak heat hours.Repeated
dehydration, exhaustion and disrupted sleep weaken im-
munity and leave children more vulnerable to gastrointes-
tinal ilinesses and respiratory infections. “A child who
becomes unusually quiet, refuses food, appears persis-
tently irritable or stops urinating normally may already be
entering dangerous dehydration,” advises Dr Gupta. In
infants, the warning signs can be even harder to
recognise: sunken eyes, weak crying, excessive sleepi-
ness or skin that feels hot but dry. The absence of sweat-
ing in extreme heat is itself a medical warning.Dr Joel

Dsouza, paediatric specialist at PD Hinduja Hospital and
MRC in Khar, Mumbai, says infants may become fussy
during feeding, cry excessively, have fewer wet nappies
and develop fever-like symptoms. “Toddlers playing out-
doors can dehydrate very quickly and develop heat rash
or exhaustion. Teenagers involved in sports are at risk of
exercise-induced collapse and electrolyte imbalance,”
he says.

How working adults are vulnerablelf children are
visibly vulnerable, young adults are vulnerable in a more
deceptive way. Prolonged exposure creates what doc-
tors describe as “invisible damage”.“Symptoms such as
ongoing fatigue, poor concentration, headaches, dis-
turbed sleep, dizziness, muscle cramps, and exhaustion
may develop gradually and are often ignored. The kid-
neys are often the first organs to show signs of stress.
Repeated dehydration concentrates toxins in the body
and impairs renal function over time. In several heat-in-
tensive regions globally, there are rising incidences of
kidney stones and chronic kidney disease among labour
populations routinely exposed to high temperatures,” says
Dr Gupta.The cardiovascular system also comes under
continuous strain. To cool itself, the body pushes blood
toward the skin and increases heart rate. Sustained over
months, this places a heavy burden on circulation, espe-
cially in people already living with poor nutrition, long
work hours and limited access to cooling. “One symptom
deserves particular attention: when a person stops sweat-
ing despite intense heat exposure. This can signal that
the body’s cooling system is failing and heat stroke may
be imminent,” says Dr Gupta.No group faces greater dan-
ger during extreme heat than the elderly. “Living with
45°C can become especially difficult because the body’s
ability to regulate temperature and conserve fluids re-
duces with age. Existing heart, respiratory, or metabolic
conditions may also become harder to manage,” warns
Dr Gupta.

During severe heat waves, hospitals often report
spikes not only in heatstroke cases but also in heart at-
tacks, strokes and arrhythmias. “In many cases, heat acts
less as a direct killer than as the trigger that overwhelms
already fragile systems in the elderly,” adds Dr
Gupta.Cognitive decline also worsens sharply in pro-
longed heat. Elderly people suffering from dementia or
neurological disorders can become severely disoriented,
confused or withdrawn. Some stop recognising thirst en-
tirely. “Elderly individuals living alone may deteriorate
gradually over several days. Families frequently mistake
confusion, excessive sleepiness or refusal to eat as signs
of ageing rather than medical distress. Sudden confu-
sion, slurred speech, rapid breathing, hallucinations, im-
balance or unusual lethargy are not merely signs of dis-
comfort. They may indicate systemic heat injury,” says Dr
Gupta.The hidden threat of hot nightsin many Indian cit-
ies, temperatures now remain above 30°C well after mid-
night. Concrete, asphalt and trapped heat create “urban
heat islands” that prevent cities from cooling after sunset.
The result is that the body loses its recovery window.
“Human beings are physiologically designed to cool down
at night. Core body temperature naturally falls during
sleep, allowing the cardiovascular system, brain and hor-
monal networks to recover from daytime stress. When
nights remain excessively warm, that process is inter-
rupted. So the body is carrying one day’s heat burden
into the next without adequate physiological recovery,”
says Dr Gupta. In such a scenario, the heart rates remain
elevated, dehydration worsens and blood pressure regu-
lation becomes unstable.

The brain relies on temperature regulation during
sleep. Elevated temperatures interfere with circadian
rhythms and hormone cycles, including melatonin pro-
duction. Studies globally have linked prolonged hot nights
with rising anxiety, aggression, psychological distress and
hospital admissions for mental-health crises.

Why prevention is more than just hydrationFor years,
heat advice focused largely on individual behaviour: drink
water, avoid direct sunlight, remain indoors where
possible.“In prolonged heat, the body continuously loses
salts and electrolytes.

‘Can I carry mangoes
on domestic flights in India?’

As the mango season is in full swing in India, many
passengers tend to travel from one part of the country to
another with a box or two of their favourite fruit. “Can |
carry mangoes on domestic flights in India?”, a Quora
user asked. So, we decided to explore domestic and in-
ternational rules.Aviation expert K Anuradha Suresh, re-
tired Senior AGM at Air India, affirmed that mangoes are
generally allowed on domestic flights. “Not a prohibited
item,” she said.She mentioned that in domestic carriage,
the only concern is the security clearance issue that per-
mits it. “International carriage = customs and agricultural
quarantine issues, which are country-dependent. In simple
words, countries have biosecurity laws in place which
help prevent the spread of pests or diseases,” said
Anuradha.

According to the official site of Ratnagiri Hapus,
which are Alphonso mangoes grown in the Ratnagiri dis-
trict of Maharashtra, India, and widely called the King of
Mangoes, if one is “carrying mangoes to countries like
the USA, UK, Australia, or New Zealand, the mangoes
must go through irradiation treatment (a method to Kkill
bacteria and pests) and come with a phytosanitary certifi-
cate issued by India’s APEDA (Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Development Authority)”.Notably,
the official BCAS Prohibited ltems List via the CISF Portal
or through the Delhi Airport Security Guidelines, which
prohibits carrying weapons, explosives, or liquids over
100ml, doesn’t mention fresh fruits or mangoes on the
prohibited list. So, legally, one can carry mangoes with-
out it being explicitly banned or flagged as a security

hazard.Furthermore, IndiGo’s official customer support
on X once explicitly confirmed in tweets that mangoes
are permitted in both cabin and check-in baggage on
domestic flights. “Mangoes in limited quantity can be car-
ried in cabin baggage. You carry mango boxes in your
check-in baggage, within the check-in baggage limit,” it
read.

Air India’s Restricted Baggage Guidelines allow dry
food and fresh produce as long as they adhere to the
standard weight limits, sans hygiene issues.Interestingly,
while fresh fruits are allowed, the only fruit explicitly
banned by Indian aviation security is dry coconut, also
called copra, because it is highly flammable, which could
lead to a hazard. “Mangoes have no such restriction do-
mestically, though international flights must comply with
destination-specific customs and their laws,” said
Anuradha.

Forza Horizon 6: Unbeatable experience

Hyderabad: Over 300 hours is the total amount of
time | spent playing Forza Horizon 5 in 2021 and 2022 as
| drove through the many biomes and regions of Play-
ground game’s Lamborghini collection to the Hoonigan
catalogue, there was an endless variety of cars and a
seemingly endless number of challenges to experience
both speed and control. After my time with Horizon 5, |
thought no driving game could come close to it; however,
my 20 hours in Horizon 6 have me seriously reconsider-
ing that assessment.Horizon in Japan is not only bigger

and brighter, but also doing its best to capture the spirit of
automobile racing in Japan.l would like to begin my early
review of Horizon 6 with two words: Mt. Fuji and Tokyo.
For fans of racing culture, | don’t need to say any more.
For everyone else, the joy of driving a classic Nissan
“Hakosuka” (the 1971 Skyline 2000 GT-R) is one of the
greatest pleasures in a racing game, and in Horizon 6 it
is available as a barn find in the Nangan region.Driving
up to Mt. Fuji and through the streets of Tokyo in Horizon
6 is an unparalleled experience.
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Gavaskar slams BCCI’s
domestic cricket schedule

Legendary Indian batter Sunil Gavaskar has lam-
basted the scheduling for India’s 2026-27 domestic cricket
season, highlighting a disregard for First-Class cricket and
the Raniji Trophy in favour of auditions for the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) auction.The senior men’s domestic
season began with the Duleep Trophy tournament played
over the last fortnight in Bengaluru and Chennai. It will be
followed by the first leg of the Ranji Trophy group stages
set to be played across the country between October 11
and November 5.The tournament will then witness a break
of over two months during which the limited-overs tourna-
ments — Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy T20s and the 50-overs
Vijay Hazare Trophy — will be played between November
14 and January 8, 2027. The white-ball leg will also coin-
cide with the IPL auction for the 2027 season.

‘All for IPL auctions’After the league stage of the

Raniji Trophy, there’s a gap of over a month for the white-
ball tournaments, after which the Ranji Trophy knockout
starts. The rhythm and momentum get destroyed.“Why is
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy not played till the
quarterfinal, then a break for a few weeks, and then the
semifinals and final, as it happens with the Ranji Trophy?
It won’t be done because the auction for the IPL happens
pretty soon after the tournament,” Gavaskar wrote in his
Sportstar column.The second half of the forthcoming Raniji
season will commence on January 17, 2027, with the fi-
nal set to be played from February 27.“How can a tourna-
ment be interrupted to accommodate a white-ball tourna-
ment? The Ranji Trophy national championship needs to
be given pride of place again, rather than being pushed
around here and there as it has been over the past few
years.” The BCCI opted the current format of fixtures for
the Raniji Trophy since the 2024-25 season, citing harsh
winter conditions in north India that disrupted several
matches over previous years. In 2023-24, the tournament
ran from January to March.The former India captain fore-
warned that neglecting red-ball cricket will impact the de-
velopment of top talent in the red-ball format.“Ignoring
domestic cricket to focus on international cricket will prove
counterproductive in the end. Most importantly, if red-ball
cricket is neglected, then the chances of producing top-
class players will reduce considerably. Look at the cur-
rent Indian teams, and you will find that just about every
player has come through the fire of red-ball cricket. Red-
ball cricket gives a grounding that white-ball cricket hardly
ever does,” he added.

‘Gukesh has the ceiling but
Sindarov, a clear favourite’

Carlsen, who has long criticised the one-on-one for-
mat for determining the world's best, added that even a
non-favourite would rarely lose by more than one or two
points. Carlsen, who has long criticised the one-on-one
format for determining the world's best, added that even a
non-favourite would rarely lose by more than one or two
points. Five-time World Champion Magnus Carlsen has
reiterated his stance on the upcoming World Chess Cham-
pionship, calling India’s D Gukesh the underdog and
Uzbek challenger Javokhir Sindarov the clear favourite.“As
it stands, there’s no question that Sindarov is the favourite,”
Carlsen said during the ongoing Global Chess League in
Bengaluru.“Chess is a highly psychological game, so it
probably won’t take a lot to place some doubts in
Sindarov’s mind and some confidence in Gukesh,” he
added.Carlsen believes Gukesh has proven his ceiling is
on par with or even better than Sindarov’s, calling it an
interesting challenge for the Indian to get back to the level
that made him the youngest world champion in history.

“The word ‘defend’ is really not a good place to be-
gin. In terms of how Gukesh has played for the last couple
of years, he should not be in a position where he has to
defend anything. He should be in a position where he has
everything to gain.”He showed in 2024 that when things
click, he has the potential to play at an extremely high
level. | don’t think a lot of people believe he will do it now,
but it's even more of an interesting challenge for him to try
and get back to that,” he said.Earlier, Carlsen praised
Sindarov as a well-rounded player with no apparent weak-
nesses. “He’s very well rounded, doesn’t have any obvi-
ous weaknesses,” he had said.Carlsen also stressed that

Gukesh must take the initiative from the start to keep
Sindarov on the back foot.“If Sindarov is ahead early on,
it's probably very, very bad news for Gukesh. If Gukesh is
ahead early on, he automatically becomes a significant
favourite. That's how these matches work.”The Norwe-
gian, who has long criticised the one-on-one format for
determining the world’s best, added that even a non-
favourite would rarely lose by more than one or two
points.“The thing about World Championship matches,
and one of the reasons | believe it's an extraordinarily
bad way to determine the best player in the world, is that
you play Classical, which is the most egalitarian format,
and you don’t play a ton of games. It means that even if
you think it's 80-20 before the match, the likelihood is still
very high that it's going to be a one or two-point match,
because chess is such a drawish game,” he said.

For wrestler Sujeet,
path to gold goes via Japan

EMS News Agency, Sept 15

Asian Games 2026: Sujeet has spent the past year
making a convincing case that he belongs among the
world's best at 65kg. (UWW)Asian Games 2026: Sujeet
has spent the past year making a convincing case that he
belongs among the world's best at 65kg. (UWW)Sujeet
Kalkal’s biggest threat at the Asian Games was supposed
to be the man missing from the draw.Rahman Amouzad,
the Iranian world champion and the No. 1 wrestler in the
world at 65kg, was expected to stand between the Indian
and an Asian Games gold medal. But with Amouzad ab-
sent from the entry list for Aichi-Nagoya, the equation has
suddenly changed.

Not completely. Because the man Sujeet may now
have to beat for gold is the wrestler who has already beaten
Amouzad when it mattered most.Kotaro Kiyooka will
wrestle at the Asian Games in his home country. He is
Japan’s Olympic champion, the man who stunned
Amouzad in the final in Paris two years ago, and, with the
Iranian out of the field, the biggest obstacle in Sujeet’s
path.

For the Indian, it is an opportunity — but not quite the
open road that Amouzad’s absence might suggest.Sujeet
has spent the past year making a convincing case that he
belongs among the world’s best at 65kg. The 23-year-old
went into the Asian Championships in Bishkek earlier this
year unbeaten in 2026 after gold medals at the Zagreb
Open and the Muhamet Malo Ranking Series, before go-
ing on to win the continental title. The Asian Games, how-
ever, could present him with a test of an entirely different
order.At the Asian Championships, Japan was repre-
sented by Takara Suda, who had moved up from 61kg. At
the Asian Games, Japan will have its Olympic champion.
And Kiyooka is no ordinary home favourite.His gold medal
in Paris was one of the surprises of the Olympic wrestling
competition. Having first emerged from Japan’s famously
unforgiving domestic system — a process that required
him to beat former world and Olympic champion Takuto
Otoguro for his place — Kiyooka went all the way to the
final and defeated Amouzad 10-3 to win gold.The result
matters even more now.Amouzad’s absence removes the
division’s most accomplished active wrestler from Sujeet’s
side of the equation. But it leaves behind the one man
who has proved, on the biggest stage, that Amouzad can
be beaten.That makes a potential Sujeet-Kiyooka clash
the bout that could define India’s 65kg campaign. Kiyooka
known for his counter lift and cartwheel sequence, will
run into Sujeet’s speed.There are, of course, other com-
plications. The Asian Championships showed just how
deep the continental field can be. Uzbekistan’s Umidjon
Jalolov arrived in Bishkek as a world bronze medallist,
while wrestlers from Kazakhstan — Nachyn Kuular — and

Iran — Abbas Ebrahimzadeh — continue to be among
the serious threats.But for Sujeet, the hierarchy has be-
come considerably clearer. Amouzad’s name is missing.
Kiyooka’s is not.

And that is significant for another reason. The Asian
Games will be held in Japan. If Sujeet is to win what could
become one of India’s most significant gold medals of the
Games, he may have to beat an Olympic champion in
front of his home crowd.It would also be a fitting measure
of just how far Sujeet has come. Not long ago, India’s
65kg division belonged to Bajrang Punia, the last male
wrestler to win an Asian Games gold, in 2018. Sujeet’s
rise has coincided with the search for a successor in one
of Indian wrestling’s most successful categories. His re-
sults this year — culminating in the Asian title — have put
him firmly in that conversation.His style of wrestling has
won him many admirers, including the new foreign coach
Shako Bendinitis. Most Indians, including Bajrang, have
relied on stamina more than technique. They aimed to
outlast their opponents in a bout. Sujeet is the opposite of
that — he puts into practice all the technical drills learnt
over the years.Shako hailed him as an ‘amazing wres-
tler’, who, ‘with a little bit of tactical advice, with a little bit
more power’, will be a dangerous wrestler at the Los An-
geles Olympics.The Asian Games will test those creden-
tials. And it will be his biggest test so far.The absence of
the world No. 1 may have, on paper, made the gold medal
more attainable. But the road to it may still run through an
Olympic champion. And in Nagoya, Kotaro Kiyooka will
be wrestling in his own backyard.

Washington back in nets,
Bumrah 1o join India camp

New Delhi: A fit-again Washington Sundar slogged
hard at the Indian team’s afternoon net session on Thurs-
day as the team management awaited the arrival of Jasprit
Bumrah and Nitish Reddy ahead of the three-match away
series against Afghanistan, starting Sunday.With Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, Ishan Kishan and Tilak Varma finishing
their Duleep Trophy final assignment

India’s TT

stars face a

different game at Asian Games

In table tennis, it's not always what the paddler brings
to the table. But what the table might bring to the
player.Every competition table might look just the same,
but they could be every bit as finicky and whimsical as
cricket pitches or badminton shuttles. At the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games, the tables will play much slower and Indi-
ans will need to be in their best physical shape.

“There’s a huge difference in tables, as much as grass
and clay in tennis,” explains G Sathiyan, before Indians
embark to Higashiyama Park with hope to improve upon
the performance at the last edition where Sutirtha
Mukherjee and Ayhika Mukherjee won a gutsy bronze.“But
there are no demarcated seasons for us. The segregation
in TT is like first week clay, second grass and then clay
again in a different country,” Sathiyan says.In India, tables
are grainy, faster and spinnier. In hotter conditions, the
ball comes on faster. In Europe, it’s a little slower. Slowest
are the DHS (Double Happiness) tables in China and
Japan where the spin quotient comes down.Sathiyan’s
longtime coach S Raman runs an academy in Chennai,
which brought in 2-3 different varieties of tables to help its
players.“There’s three variables to TT conditions — verti-
cal bounce, the amount of spin depending on the friction
of the table and linear speed,” Raman says.“You have to
constantly keep recalibrating your playing style. Also, the
same table brand can play differently in Conditions A, B
or E. This makes it tough to get consistent results,” he
adds.Especially when Indian tables are grippier and the
ball dances around wickedly at pace.TT tables differ in
bounce, linear speed, and spin depending on the friction
of surface. TT tables differ in bounce, linear speed, and
spin depending on the friction of surface. Pichumani

Krishnan)Manush Shah, on whom many hopes rest due
to his partnership with Manav Thakkar that's No.3 in the
world, explains the granular behaviour of tables.“We need
to wait more, produce more power from the lower body in
order to not get injured in the upper body. Also, we tend to
stay closer to the table to be prepared for shorter balls
inside the table.”Slower balls means there are fewer op-
portunities to attack. “So, we focus on defence and then
bring attack into the rally,” he added.One could be train-
ing all year in India, where the ball is whizzing; and stand
a foot behind. When they play abroad, slow balls demand
more power, which the top Chinese and Japanese have
trained for. Indians like the Mukherjeas, Manika Batra,
Sreeja Akula besides Ankur Bhattacharya, Sathiyan and
the MnMs have been confronting this challenge over the
years.“We have to adjust to different conditions all the
time. As soon as you get a good feel of one set of condi-
tions, the next one is completely different,” she says.

Sathiyan says his mind zones in on what to expect
the moment he clears immigration. For Sutirtha, adapting
to tables has become a part of life, though a webpage all
paddlers visit ahead of a tournament is the tournament
prospectus which mentions the type of table to be
used.“You just have to acclimatise within a short time on
the practice day. They declare on the prospectus. You
can’t buy so many tables for training, can you?” she
remarks.You can — if you are in China or Korea.“I've seen
Korean training halls and in China, where they train with
12-13 types of tables, while India will have at most 3-4. In
Chennai, we have 2-3 variations including a DHS table,”
Sathiyan says. “DHS tables in China and Japan result in
the spin quotient reducing. It puts more pressure on the
legs because the ball comes slowly a lot of times. It
changes strokemaking. When it’s slow, the body move-
ment changes since you are used to play from much be-
hind in India.”“When the ball moves at speed, less effort is
extracted from the body,” says fellow international Snehit
Suravajjula. “It gets difficult when competing abroad be-
cause of the tables.”Coach Raman, though, cuts through
the table-babble and benefits of simulation.“It's ultimately
down to the player. As long as you know that a table is
neither your best friend nor your worst enemy, you are
OK,” he says.He says the talk about the ‘latest table’ often
tends to be a “manufacturing gimmick.”

The force behind 400 metre
national record holder Vishal

Early last year, Vishal TK approached coach Jason
Dawson with the wish to train with the Jamaican. Dawson
told him to start eating. Dawson does not recall Vishal’s
weight, but he felt the six-foot-two sprinter was too thin.
“That’s why | called him stickman. | looked at Vishal, and
| said, ‘ok | will try to coach you’. But | need you to grant me
a favour. Just eat everything you can. | think it has to do
with his metabolism because he can eat, but he burns it
like this The 54-year-old’s training regimen is not for ev-
eryone. “l am out of my comfort zone, but | am living in hell
happily,” is how Vishal, the first and only Indian to clock
sub-45 seconds in the 400 meters, described Dawson’s
training camp.By the end of a training session, his ath-
letes typically have nothing left in the tank. Dawson is like
the father pushing them to run one more lap or an extra
training drill. They are like children who speak freely and
fuss, hoping the father’s heart melts.

Dawson’s hard-yards method bore fruit when, months
after he joined the Indian setup, the men’s 4x400 meter
relay team finished fifth at the 2023 World Champion-
ships final in Budapest. “l am glad they performed like that
because they needed it. India needed to see that their
team can perform amongst the biggest athletes out there.
The youngsters coming up needed to see that,” Dawson
said.Yet, not everyone bought into Dawson’s approach.
Thereafter, he took a different set of athletes under his
wing. Among them is Vishal, who is reaping the rewards
for having faith in the Jamaican. “One of the things that
shocked me when | came to India was the mental side of
how athletes viewed training. It was more like a resis-
tance because anything that seems new is impossible.
Like ‘we have never done this before.” | would always tell
my guys, especially Vishal, that difficult is not impossible.
So now when | tell Vishal, ‘this is difficult,” he says ‘difficult

)

is not impossible, coach,” Dawson said.

Vishal T K with his father, Thennarasu, after becom-
ing the first Indian to run a sub-45 seconds 400 metres
race. (AFI) Vishal T K with his father, Thennarasu, after
becoming the first Indian to run a sub-45 seconds 400
metres race. (AFl)Vishal recalls naysayers discouraging
him from training under Dawson. The outcome of his first
race after he linked up with Dawson gave the cynics fod-
der. At the Indian Open 400 metre competition in
Thiruvananthapuram in March last year, Vishal clocked
49.07 seconds and finished seventh.But a month later, he
bounced back to win gold at the Federation Cup in Kochi
with a time of 46.19 seconds. Four months later in August,
at the Inter-State competition in Chennai, Vishal broke
the national record for the first time by clocking 45.12
seconds.‘For my coach Jason’ was scribbled on the back
of his bib, an acknowledgement of Dawson’s contribu-
tion. “People made me feel bad by saying why are you
running a girl’s timing (after the Indian Open). | shut
everyone’s mouth after one month when | won the Fed
Cup,” Vishal said. “That one month (between the Indian
Open and the Federation Cup) there was so much nega-
tivity. When | started working with him, people said, ‘| told
you Jason coach’s work is hard’. See that is why you are
running 48-49. | was like ‘why are you trying to disturb
me’. When | was going to the Federation Cup, people
said, ‘hey, you can finish in the top 6. They were trying to
hold me back. But | won.”

Born to coachDawson, a former sprinter, was drawn
to coaching even when he was a teenager. He considers
himself fortunate to have the opportunity to pick the brains
of Glen Mills, the coach at the famous Racers Track Club,
who mentored Usain Bolt. Fitz Coleman, another legend-
ary coach from Jamaica, and the late Lloyd Cowan, the
coach of Christine Ohuruogu, the 400 metre gold medal-
ist at the 2008 Olympics, are men whom he was influ-
enced by. When the opportunity to work with Indian ath-
letes came his way, Dawson thought why not.“So when |
came (to India) | observed as much as possible. | realised
that talent is there. Before | even came here, | clearly re-
member telling Fitz Coleman that talent is there in India.
He travels the world and he is one of those prolific coaches.
He said, ‘yes, talent is there, but we don’t know what is the

problem’.

Once in India, Dawson took the 400 metres to new
heights — first the relay team in Budapest and now
Vishal.Vishal’s coach at the Lakshmibai National College
of Physical Education in Thiruvananthapuram, Srinivasan,
convinced the quarter-miler, who earlier specialised in
the 100 metres and 200 metres, to train with Dawson. His
previous coach Vinod Kumar, too green-lighted the
move.At the Federation Cup in Ranchi in May, Vishal
clocked 44.98s to become the first Indian to complete the
one-race lap in less than 45 seconds. “Coach had told me
a week earlier, | want you to be the first 44-second runner
in India. He told me, if you do this your grandchildren will
remember it,” Vishal said.But before Vishal broke records,
his technique needed to be fixed. Despite being a sprinter,
Vishal didn’t use the starting blocks to his advantage. But
this wasn’t the only issue.

“His pattern of running and body language was noth-
ing. | said, ‘Vishal you have to learn to use your hands’.
Your hands are very important when you are sprinting. |
looked at what he was like on the starting block. Then |
said forget about the starting block, | will help you with it
later. The starting block was just there as an instrument
on the track for Vishal. The starting block is supposed to
propel you for your race,” Dawson said.Vishal terms his
start as ‘garbage’ and admits as a sprinter, he should
have been better at it. “When | came to him, | was standing
up and running and he changed everything. It is 400
metres, not just the first twenty metres or thirty metres. So
he made me better in that 370 metres,” Vishal
said.Improving the start is kept for the next season. The
immediate focus is the Asian Games in Aichi—-Nagoya.
Vishal didn’t qualify for the 400 metre final at the Com-
monwealth Games. The Asiad is an opportunity to end
the season on a high.“l also told Vishal, you have to keep
working hard. Because | am going to coach others. So
don’t get comfortable. | am going to push everyone | work
with to hit you, because you are up there,” Dawson
said.Vishal is ready to walk through fire. That is how much
he trusts Dawson. “Like father and son. Even if he scolds
me, | don’t get upset. People come and take photos with
me now even when | am watching a race from the stands.
| am happy we raised the bar.”

Centuries stand
out in HCA
Super League

Hyderabad: Centuries by Aaron George (119) for
Team G and Sai Pragnay Reddy (162) for Team E were
among the highlights of the HCA Senior Men’s Multi-Day
Super League Cricket Championship here on Thursday.

Senior Men’s Multi-Day Super League: Team F 226
in 73.5 overs & 354 in 64.2 overs bt Team H 99 in 26 overs
& 246 in 39.2 overs (A Avanish Rao 57, Mickil Jaiswal 46,
Madhukar Manne 63no, M Dheeraj Rao 5/76).Team G
342 in 107.5 overs & 227/2 in 53 overs (G Ritish Reddy
60, Aaron George 119) vs Team E 362/10 in 95.3 overs
(Sai Pragnay Reddy 162, Rahul Buddhi 66, Tarun Rajan
6/60, Saglain Arafat 3/75).Team A 348 in 83 overs & 231
in 50.5 overs (Sacheit Binjrajka 39, S Dheeraj 61, Harshit
Sai 3/46, TVS Narayana Reja 3/45)
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‘With Awarapan 2, I wanted to reclaim the box
office failure of the first film’: Vishesh Bhatt

Nineteen years after Mohit Suri’s 2007 action ro-
mance Awarapan failed to make a dent at the box office,
producer Vishesh Bhatt was confident that would change
with the sequel, Awarapan 2. While Emraan Hashmi re-
prises his iconic role of Shivam Pandit, Bilal Siddiqi takes
over from Shagufta Rafique as the screenwriter, and Nitin
Kakkar from Mohit Suri as the director. In an exclusive
interview with SCREEN, Vishesh discusses why he de-
cided to make a sequel despite the first film’s failure, why
Suri didn’t return to helm the film, and his terms with uncle
and mentor Mahesh Bhatt despite the latter’s fallout with
the former’s father, Mukesh Bhatt.

What made you continue the journey of Shivam
Pandit although he was presumed dead at the end of the
first film?

| felt there was a spiritual and emotional element to
it. There was a voice within me, which asked me to tap
more into that spiritual element. It’s great that today, be-
cause of the internet, people interpret so fast. They were
able to see if Shivam is talking to God through “Tera Mera
Rishta Purana” in the first part, now God is talking back to
him in the sequel. That relationship is very important to
someone as broken as Shivam. Emraan and | have ex-
perienced the heartache of the journey of Awarapan.
We’d discussed that we’d take on this, and prove to our-
selves that Awarapan was a good story and a good film
to make. | wanted to reclaim the market and business
side of Awarapan.

Did it take time for Emraan to slip into the shoes of
Shivam?

Emraan told me Shivam’s character is in his si-
lences, which is very true. Yes, he has deeply moving
moments, but he doesn’t just come and tote his gun. Ob-
viously in 2026, you see that it's more externalized. We
had a learning from part 1 that it's different to watch a film
on television for 19 years, and you understand what the
silences mean. But in cinema hall, the silences come
and go. There’s no rewind or pause. We knew that, but
the whole character is still layered with those silences.

Awarapan 2 Emraan Hashmi as Shivam Pandit in
Awarapan 2.

Bilal Siddigi was in school when he watched
Awarapan. Did his fandom help in correcting the first film
with the sequel?

There were a lot of people on this film, including
Bilal, who watched Awarapan as kids. They never got to
go to the cinemas then, but watched it on TV. They be-
came a part of the film’s crew. For me, it felt like yester-
day, which was a good thing. But those crew members
heaved a sigh after the first shot of the first day on set
when they felt, “Shivam is back!” | said, “Okay, we’re in
the correct zone.” The fact that | felt it as well as someone
new felt it meant Emraan did it beautifully.

Why did you never offer Mohit Suri to direct Awarapan
27

It's about timing. Mohit is my brother. My creative
expression has always been with Mohit. Because we've
grown up together, we have a great sync. But when we
were going to start making the film, he was already into
Saiyaara. There were also some conversations about
Aashiqui 3. He’s a passionate filmmaker, but | felt his
universe was in the Aashiqui and Saiyaara space. He
gave Saiyaara all his heart, and you could see the re-
sults.

Was it important to get a fresh perspective because
the first film failed at the box office?

We speak about Awarapan all the time, but Mohit
never proposed we should make the sequel. It's not like
he proposed, and | said no. His calling was somewhere
else. His heart was in Awarapan, but his heart was also

broken. It was good that there were some of us, and there
were some new energies, and the family grew bigger.
We wanted to do something new because the old is al-
ready done. It’s different from a Dhurandhar, where part
1 and 2 happened six months apart, so you work with the
same team for cost effectiveness.

Shabana Azmi told me she did the special appear-
ance in Awarapan 2 only because she knows you since
you were born. How did you make the character of Nafisa
worthy of her caliber?

If anything else, she’s more powerful in person than
on screen. That's her personality and depth. Whenever
I'd discuss something, she’d listen respectfully, but she’d
say, ‘I can still see only the little Vishesh in you.’ | told her,
‘I'm 40 years old!’ After working for so many years, | never
had the privilege of working with her. The character has
the layers and gravitas that required a legendary space,
and would represent what a Shabana Azmi could play.
Nitin and Bilal narrated the story to her. | was there, but |
wanted to keep the personal out of it. She also asked
them to narrate the full story, and not only her character.
She’d ask questions about not just her character, but also
the whole story.After you came onboard Vishesh Films,
Mahesh Bhatt said you challenged him and Mukesh
Bhatt’s filmmaking formulas. How did you do that?

They also built a platform that challenged the status
quo. That’s been the DNA of this company. My father and
uncle were never with the time. They always stood on
their own by going against the tide. So, | have that in my
DNA, and in the culture of this company. So, when I'd
hear them repeating themselves, | would ask them, ‘Why
are we doing this? What's the reason? Is it money? Even
if it is, let's be true to it. Let’s not kid ourselves that it’s for
a higher cause.” We were also going from film to digital.
From my experience of going to the top film school in
New York University, | learnt that you can be yourself
while not being in a bubble. These are two different things.
You can challenge everything, but also challenge the
bubble you live in.

What kind of inputs did you bring to the table?When
| became more active from the time of Gangster (2006),
I'd go to the radio and make them listen to the songs.
Zeher (2005) was a small film, so we didn’t have bud-
gets. I'd sit the whole day at the MTV office to make them
listen to “Woh Lamhe Woh Baatein”. Because | knew they
had an editorial space besides the paid space. We be-
lieved our songs were our stars, but how do we make
them listen to the audience in the internet's absence?
Mohit and I'd remix even the soulful songs, to which Bhatt
sahab and my father asked why we’re adding beats to
such good lyrics and melody. But we did it so that one
can celebrate the emotions at a party. From 2000, | was
always trying to keep our identity, yet be relevant with the
times. It doesn’t come easy to keep that balance.

Mahesh Bhatt is no longer a part of Vishesh Films
after his fallout with your father. Since he was also your
mentor, did you take his blessings before Awarapan 27?

He gives me his blessings all the time. A lot of times,
people would tell me, “We don’t envy you.” Because |
was the buffer between them and the outside world, but
also between both the brothers. I'd get hammered from
all sides. My relationship with him was that of a mentor.
When you share that, it goes beyond family. They’re my
sounding boards. In fact, they’d ask me, ‘You’re doing it
right. Why are you asking us?’ But when you don’t seek
external validation, the voice of the mentor has a different
kind of importance. When the teaser came out, he pointed
out exactly what | was trying to do with the film.I want to,
but 'm such a hands-on producer. People ask me why
I’'m so invested in films I’'m only producing, not directing.
Maybe that’s never been me. | don’t seek the limelight. |
actually like the journey of making the film. There’s been
a warped understanding that only the director makes the
film, and the producer cracks deals. But my father said a
very good thing, ‘Both the jobs of the producer and the
director are a 24-hour job each. Nobody can do 48 hours
in one day, right?” The two halves work together to make
the film land.Now that Awarapan 2 is out, is there a mes-
sage to the fans of the first film who’ve been pining for a
sequel for the past 19 years? If this film succeeds, all us
fans of Awarapan would succeed. Awarapan 2 wasn'’t a
cash grab. The market was asking why we’re making the
sequel of an unsuccessful film. But we put our own money
on a film that we’ve already lost money on. If you like films
like Awarapan, go, support it, and give it everything. Tell
me, and the market, that we should keep making
Awarapan. Otherwise I'd be forced to make what the
market will ask me to make because Awarapan fans didn’t
come out to support me, but were crying somewhere and
typing some nonsense on the keyboard. The love for
Awarapan was a little too late. This is the second chance
to love and support Awarapan.

How China’s ‘worst animated film’ Niu Lai became
unlikely rival to The Odyssey, Spider-Man

Niu Lai may be the strangest box-office story to
emerge from China this summer. An obscure, low-bud-
get animated film that opened with barely any audience
has suddenly become a theatrical sensation — not be-
cause viewers were convinced it was good, but because
the internet convinced them it was spectacularly bad.

The 86-minute film, whose title has been translated
as The Cow Is Coming or Here Comes the Cow, follows
a newborn calf through a surreal story of growing up,
family, love and sacrifice. Its crude 3D models, jerky move-
ments, awkward dialogue and bizarre sound effects have
made it an easy target online. But the mockery soon be-
came curiosity, and curiosity became ticket sales.

That has put Niu Lai in the unlikely position of giving
major Hollywood releases such as Christopher Nolan’s
The Odyssey and Spider-Man: Brand New Day competi-
tion at the Chinese box office. While it remains far behind
both films in cumulative earnings, there have been days
when the low-budget animation has surpassed them in
daily collections, an extraordinary turnaround for a film
that initially appeared destined to disappear.

From a box-office flop to a viral hitNiu Lai was re-
leased on August 5 with virtually no conventional public-
ity. There was no trailer, promotional tour or significant
pre-release campaign. The film earned only about 10,000
yuan in its first 10 days, with some days taking in as little
as 200 yuan, according to Maoyan, the Chinese movie-
tracking platform.Then social media discovered the

film.Clips and screenshots mocking its animation and
bewildering storyline began circulating online. Instead of
killing the film, the ridicule created a new reason to watch
it: audiences wanted to see for themselves whether it
really was as strange as everyone claimed.The turnaround
was dramatic. Maoyan’s figures put the film’s total box
office at 17.1 million yuan ($2.5 million), after it took in 8.2
million yuan in a single day and recorded nearly 300,000
admissions that day.Cinemas began adding screenings
as demand grew. Some did not even have official promo-
tional artwork, so staff created their own. The Associated
Press reported that cinema posters included a hand-
drawn calf alongside the slogans, “Come on over if you're
into the bizarre” and “No refunds.”

Sunny Deol’s force to Emraan Hashmi’s silence:
Batwara 1947, Awarapan 2’s divine connect

There can hardly be two films more different from
each other than Batwara 1947 and Awarapan 2. If one
excavates the past to make sense of the present, the
other excavates our feelings about the past to make the
present more profitable. One arrives carrying the weight
of history; the other, the weight of memory. One is fronted
by a yesteryear single-screen hero who became an em-
blem of a certain kind of Hindi-movie masculinity that
was all force and fury; the other by a hero whose multi-
plex-born masculinity was defined by sensuality, cher-
ished by a generation but never quite elevated into star-
dom. And yet, when you watch them closely, and back to
back, the distance between the two begins to diminish.
Beyond their wildly different surfaces, they are speaking,
in strangely similar ways, about strangely similar things.
Their kinship, then, goes well beyond the curious coinci-
dence of Shabana Azmi appearing in both films.

A sense of time haunts both. With Awarapan 2, the
nostalgia was almost inevitable. lts relationship with its
2007 predecessor was always going to be part of its ap-
peal. Awarapan 2 understands that what it is selling is
not simply a continuation of a story, but the return of a
particular time. The mid-2000s, when a certain kind of
Hindi-film melancholy had a home on television, when
Emraan Hashmi’s brooding lovers could exist somewhere
between the multiplex and the small screen, and when a
song could preserve a film long after it had faded. The
sequel turns that distance into its own emotional currency,
taking a character who has been frozen in the memory of
his audience and placing him, at last, in the present tense
again.

Batwara 1947, meanwhile, is not simply a film about
the past; it is a film that seems to have carried some of the
past into its own making. Its historical subject is Partition,
but its sense of time is also lodged in its form, in the way
it is pitched, staged, shot and edited. Directed by Rajkumar
Santoshi, it often resembles a film made in another time
and age: theatrical, declamatory, emotionally unre-
strained. And yet, the irony is that this datedness does
not always diminish its potency. In portions, Batwara 1947
soars with a sincerity that Awarapan 2, for all its carefully
cultivated nostalgia, can only manufacture. What makes
the two films interesting together, then, is not simply what
they remember, but the ways in which they make time
visible. One film reaches into the past to retrieve a feel-
ing; the other seems to have arrived from the past carry-
ing one with it.

Faith is another thread that binds these films to-
gether, though Batwara 1947 wears it much more openly.
Consider the scene in which Sikandar’s (Sunny Deol)
factory is denied the land he had already purchased be-
cause its owner, at the last moment, refuses to give it to

him for sheltering Mai (Shabana Azmi), a Hindu woman
in a newly created Pakistan. The loss unsettles him; his
wife and daughter are equally distraught. But when they
tell Mai, she responds with the unhurried assurance of
an elder at home: “God will show us the way.” The film
soon makes good on her faith. Sikandar is granted a
piece of land larger than the one he had lost, turning
what could have been a simple plot resolution into some-
thing closer to an act of providence. It is a pattern the film
returns to repeatedly. “May God protect you.” “By the grace
of God.” “All thanks to the Almighty.” “He is the most mer-
ciful.” These are not simply lines of dialogue but a vo-
cabulary through which its characters understand what
happens to them.

At one crucial moment, when Hamida (Preity Zinta)
finds herself in grave danger and cries out, “Oh God,”
Sikandar arrives almost as an answer to the prayer. The
film’s faith, however, is not simply the belief that the higher
power will intervene. It is also a way of holding on to
something when the world seems to have forfeited its
moral compass. When Sikandar and Hamida despair at
the cynicism unleashed by Partition and the hatred gath-
ering around them, they wonder whether people have
lost their faith in God. Later, when a law officer threatens
to invoke the authority of the law, Sikandar draws a dis-
tinction of his own: he may do what the law permits, but
he will do what his imaan commands. Hamida, too, re-
fuses to imagine survival at the cost of surrendering her
faith. And in the moment when Mai breaks into a devo-
tional song, the film’s faith perhaps finds its most elemen-
tal form, belief turning into song, and song into prayer.

And needless to say, Awarapan has always been a
film about faith. About love as worship, about the surren-
der that only love can demand, about the ways by which
a love story makes you believe in something larger than
yourself. Beyond all its gangster paraphernalia and
wounded masculinity, it was always, in its strangest sense,
a love story between an atheist and God. The film simply
kept disguising this romance as something else. In the
sequel, directed by Nitin Kakkar and written by Bilal
Siddigi and Vishesh Bhatt, that romance hides into the
background, only to surface at the moments when the
film most needs to believe in itself. And when it does, it
becomes its greatest trump card, and perhaps its most
cinematic saving grace. Without giving too much away,
one of the year’s most beautiful moments on a big screen
arrives when the most beloved song from the prequel
finally fills the frame in all its glory, only to reiterate, how
Shivam’s (Emraan Hashmi) story has always been in-
complete without the divine.

He is, after all, a man whose journey has always
been governed by the twin ideas of karma and penance.
Of sins that demand reckoning and wounds that demand
atonement. So it is fitting that the film opens with the
thought that you may be different, you may be distant, but
God resides within you. The idea keeps returning in other
forms. The taweez once again becomes the film’'s emo-
tional axis, his dead beloved yet again tells him that he is
the chosen one, that he is meant to be an angel in a world
of demons. Much of Awarapan 2, then, becomes a story
about the divine returning to Shivam in ways he cannot
quite recognise, appearing at the edge of death, pulling
him back from it, and preserving his faith in the possibility
of his own humanity. So, unlike Sikandar, who believes
in the divine and trusts that God will restore what has
been wronged, Shivam is a man who must first be made
to believe that only the divine can restore him. Yet both
are, in their own ways, khuda ke bande, doing God’s
work in their own time, in their own language, and ac-
cording to the demands of their own faith. If Awarapan 2
believes that to free an oppressed soul is to free a little of
mankind itself, Batwara 1947 endorses that to protect
one oppressed soul is to restore something of mankind
that has been lost.

‘Don’t daydream about my
bedroom’: Kangana Ranaut slams
Baba Ramdev amid ‘Gen Gutter’ row

A day after yoga guru and businessman Baba
Ramdev slammed Kangana Ranaut for her controversial
“Generation Gutter” comment, the actor-politician has
retorted, advising him not to give her character lessons.
Claiming that she has a better personality than him,
Kangana also pointed out that no “fraud” has been de-
tected under her name, taking a jibe at the many contro-
versies surrounding Ramdev and his Patanjali brand.

What triggered Kangana Ranaut-Baba Ramdev
clash?

For those unversed, in response to the widespread
support for the Cockroach Janta Party-led student pro-
tests in New Delhi, Kangana Ranaut had taken to social
media to make purportedly objectionable comments
about Indian Gen Z. In one of her posts, she criticised
“young Hindu women who want to imitate the lives of
independent career women without earning that
freedom.”Claiming that they have “nothing to offer to the
system,” she called them “ugly and corrupt,” and accused
them of “doing drugs, drinking, and having endless body
count.” She further labelled them “Generation Gutter,”
sparking widespread controversy.

During his recent appearance at the TV9 Satta
Sammelan, Ramdev was asked about Kangana Ranaut’s
comments, and the yoga guru tore into her, questioning
what qualifications she had to ridicule the country’s youth.
“What is her qualification? Unka bachpan kaisa raha hai?
Unki jawaani kaisi rahi hai? Unke pehle ke kaarname
kaise rahe hain? (How was her childhood? How was her
youth? What were her past accomplishments like?)’He
added, “l don’t want to talk about such people. Calling
any of our youngsters or Gen Z ‘gutter’ is a sign of a
corrupted mind. It’s wrong. Her party members should
take note of this.”’No fraud detected here’: Kangana
Ranaut hits back at Baba Ramdev

On Wednesday, August 19, Kangana Ranaut took
to her Instagram stories to respond to Baba Ramdev.
“Baba ji, don’t daydream about my jawani or bedroom.
One can only assume based on rumours and gossip. At
least mujhe kabhi Supreme Court se fatkar nahi lagi (I

never got scolded by the Supreme Court) for false/fraud
efficacy claims based on hard facts, not some gossip or
assumptions. So don’t give me character lessons. Tumse
toh bahut zyada behtar hai mera character (My character
is far better than yours), no fraud detected here,” the ac-
tor-politician noted.Kangana Ranaut was most recently
seen in director Manoj Tapadia’s Bharat Bhhagya
Viddhaata, which became a box-office bomb, grossing
just Rs 8.32 crore worldwide, according to industry tracker
Sacnilk. She also serves as a BJP MP representing the
Mandi constituency in Himachal Pradesh.A proponent of
yoga and Ayurveda, Baba Ramdev is the co-founder of
Patanjali Ayurved and Patanjali Yogpeeth.
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