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Perform Or Perish: CM
Revanth tells Cong MLAs

aspiring for 2nd term
 HYDERABAD:, SEPT 10

 Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy has made it
clear to Congress MLAs that only the performance
of every legislator will determine the success of
the party and therefore their own conduct will influ-
ence the chances of their winning a second term in
the next elections. The Chief Minister instructed all
MLAs to attend the ongoing Assembly session and
raise local issues in the House.

The Chief Minister presided over the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) meeting here on Thursday,
with Ministers, government whips and Telangana
Pradesh Congress Committee president in tow. He
told the legislators that people gave a big mandate
in the last elections; so, everyone has to work hard
to succeed politically in the future as well. Revanth

Reddy commended the legislators for strongly coun-
tering the Opposition's conspiracy and exposing their
“plot” against the government to the public.

An inquiry into the incidents that took place
has already been initiated. The opposition Bharat
Rashtra Samithi had “conspired” to disrupt the As-
sembly session, he reiterated. Even after losing
power, BRS leaders had refused to shed their arro-
gance. The opposition leaders abused police offi-
cials and public representatives verbally.

They behaved inappropriately towards officials
and caused embarrassment by taking off their T-
shirts in the presence of female officers. The use of
highly objectionable language to abuse the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly was uncalled for. The

BRS also insulted the Dalit
community by "purifying"
the ground where Dalits had
walked at KCR’s farm-
house.

Referring to the Census, the Chief Minister
stressed that the Congress should mount pressure
on the Centre to adopt the Telangana model and con-
duct a caste census alongside the general census.
“The caste census conducted by Telangana is a role
model for the country and it is the achievement of the
state,” he observed.

The Chief Minister took serious note of the dele-
tion of the votes in the SIR and asked all the legisla-

tors to protect the voting rights of the people. He
pointed out that 15 crore adult voter names have
gone missing across the country.

Thanking all the MLAs for their cooperation
during these 1,000 days of governance, Revanth
Reddy said that all the legislators should be present
in the House during the debates.

RTC trade union polls date to be
announced soon: Ponnam

 HYDERABAD:, SEPT 10
Transport Minister Ponnam Prabhakar on Thurs-

day said that the state government would soon an-
nounce the date for the trade union elections in the
Telangana Road Transport Corporation (TGSRTC).

The minister was responding to questions raised
by several MLAs regarding the RTC during the Ques-
tion Hour in the Assembly. Prabhakar said that while
railways serve as a lifeline for the poor and middle
class across the country, the RTC acts as a lifeline
for the people of Telangana.

Telangana RTC buses cover approximately 30
lakh kilometres daily, transporting 65 lakh passengers
to their destinations. He said that the election pro-
cess for RTC labor unions is currently underway; once
the elections conclude, representatives from the win-
ning union will be included in the official committee to
advance the merger process. He assured that careful
steps were being taken to ensure that the difficulties
encountered during RTC mergers in other states do
not recur in Telangana.

The minister criticised the previous government
for neglecting and undermining the RTC over the past
decade. The minister recalled that after the Congress
government assumed office on December 7, 2023,
the 'Mahalakshmi' scheme was launched on Decem-
ber 9, providing free bus travel for women. He stated
that the Mahalakshmi scheme not only reduced the

financial burden on women but also revitalised the
RTC. He added that following the scheme's implemen-
tation, bus occupancy and passenger footfall at bus
stations have increased significantly.

The minister revealed that, till date, 347.47 crore
women had availed themselves of free travel, saving
a total of Rs 12,171 crore. He announced plans to
introduce 2,200 electric buses in Hyderabad city un-
der the PM E-Drive scheme.

Ganesh Fest to Roll Into 12th Day,
Immersion on Sept 25

Hyderabad, Sept 11
 The Bhagyanagar Ganesh Utsav Samithi

(BGUS) on Thursday clarified that the Ganesh idol
immersion would be held on Friday, September 25,
the day of Ananta Chaturdashi, meaning the celebra-
tions would last 12 days instead of the usual 11.

A representative explained, “The confusion over
the 12-day duration of the festival is because Ananta
Chaturdashi falls on a Friday. The immersion was
decided based on the tithi with the help of religious
scholars.”

Representatives of BGUS said the Ganesh fes-
tival would begin on Monday, September 14, on
Vinayaka Chavithi, with 12 days of celebrations cul-
minating in mass immersion on September 25.

The samithi said it would hoist the National Flag
at all mandapams on September 17 and ‘Vande
Mataram’ would be sung to mark Hyderabad Libera-
tion Day and commemorate Police Action.

Devotees would take an oath to make Hyderabad
infiltrator-free.

The samithi urged all pandal organizers to main-
tain the ancient traditions of the festival, as around
1.5 lakh mandapams are expected to be set up this
year.

For the first time this year, BGUS has consti-
tuted an IT committee, with volunteer registrations
being conducted online. The samithi will hold continu-
ous meetings with all stakeholders.

A meeting with the police department is sched-
uled for Friday.

Samithi general secretary Dr Ravinutala
Shashidhar said various programmes had been planned
for the festival. He urged all mandapams to use
Swadeshi products and local vendors to use cow-
based products. He said seers from various places
would perform pujas during the festival.

Suspense Over: Chinese President
Xi to Visit India for BRICS Summit

Beijing, Sept 11
Chinese President Xi Jinping will visit India this

week to attend the 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi,
the foreign ministry announced on Thursday. This will
be Xi's first visit to India in nearly seven years.

At the invitation of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, President Xi will attend the 18th BRICS Sum-

mit in New Delhi from September 12 to 13, a Foreign
Ministry spokesperson said.

During his visit, Xi is expected to meet Prime
Minister Modi on the sidelines of the summit, accord-
ing to sources here.

The visit is expected to be a high-profile diplo-
matic engagement with implications for the ongoing
efforts to stabilise bilateral ties between the two Asian
powers as well as for BRICS cooperation amid a vola-
tile global situation, particularly the West Asia con-
flict and the Russia-Ukraine war.

As the current chair of the influential grouping,
India will host the 18th BRICS Summit on Septem-
ber 12 and 13 in New Delhi.

Xi last visited India in 2019 for an informal sum-
mit with Modi in Mamallapuram near Chennai.

He had earlier visited Goa in 2016 to attend the
BRICS summit and made his first visit to India in
September 2014, when he held extensive talks with
Modi. The 2014 visit came during the first terms of
both leaders.

Xi's forthcoming visit is significant, as it comes
amid efforts by India and China to normalise relations
after a prolonged freeze following the 2020 Eastern
Ladakh standoff.

Ahead of Xi's visit, National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held
extensive talks in Beijing last month on the boundary
issue, maintaining peace and tranquility along the
border and steps to improve bilateral relations.

During the 25th round of Special Representa-
tives' talks held in Beijing on August 25, the two sides
reached an eight-point consensus and agreed to ad-
vance discussions on an "Early and Substantial Har-
vest" of boundary delimitation and border manage-
ment.

Against the backdrop of these substantive dis-
cussions on the boundary and wider bilateral issues,
a Modi-Xi meeting on the sidelines of the BRICS sum-
mit is expected to be closely watched for indications
of the future course of India-China relations.

The New Delhi BRICS summit will bring together
the world's major emerging economies -- Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China, and South Africa, with multilateral
cooperation expected to remain at the core of the
grouping's agenda.

Drug tests ordered for pilots
across all airlines

New Delhi, sept 10
 Aviation watchdog DGCA has ordered drug tests

for pilots across all airlines, with the exercise to be
completed by July 2027, according to sources.

Separately, Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan
Naidu on Thursday said the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is expected to finalise the draft
of new norms for drug testing of pilots by the end of
this month.

The moves come against the backdrop of the
pilot-in-command of an Air India Phuket-Delhi flight,
which suddenly lost nearly 300 feet in altitude, testing
positive for drug use after the aircraft incident on Au-
gust 4 left many passengers injured.

On September 4, Air India terminated the ser-
vices of the pilot-in-command, hours after the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB)’s preliminary
report into the Phuket flight incident said the pilot’s
drug use was a serious concern and asked the regu-

lator DGCA to take appropriate action.
The sources on Thursday said the DGCA had

ordered drug testing for pilots across all airlines last
month and that the carriers had been asked to com-
plete the exercise by July next year.

Naidu, on the sidelines of a conference in the
national capital on Thursday, said the draft of the re-
vised Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR) regarding
testing of pilots for psychoactive substances is ex-
pected to be finalised by the end of this month after
discussions with stakeholders.

Currently, drug tests for pilots are conducted on
a random basis. Under the DGCA’s present Civil Avia-
tion Requirements (CAR), random tests for psycho-
active substances have to be conducted on 10 per
cent of pilots and air traffic controllers, among others,
annually.

There are more than 12,000 pilots with various
commercial airlines.
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At 32.76 lakh hectares, Punjab’s
paddy area hits all-time high

 Punjab’s paddy area has touched an all-time high
of 32.76 lakh hectares (around 81 lakh acres) this kharif
season, with both Basmati and non-Basmati rice contrib-
uting to the increase, according to data compiled by the
Punjab Agriculture Department. The rise comes despite
years of government efforts to diversify the state’s paddy-
dominated cropping pattern and reduce pressure on its
rapidly depleting groundwater.Punjab has around 36 lakh
hectares under cultivation during the kharif season, which
means that more than 90 per cent of the state’s kharif
area is now under rice, when both Basmati and non-
Basmati varieties are taken together.

The total area under paddy stood at 31.79 lakh hect-
ares in 2023-24 and it rose to 32.43 lakh hectares in
2024-25. It has reached 32.76 lakh hectares this season,
the highest in the state’s recorded history.The increase
has come from both categories. The area under non-
Basmati, which stood at 25.83 lakh hectares in 2023-24,
declined marginally to 25.63 lakh hectares last year, but
has risen again to 25.90 lakh hectares this season. The
area under Basmati, meanwhile, has increased from 6.39
lakh hectares in 2023-24 to 6.80 lakh hectares in 2024-
25 and 6.86 lakh hectares this year.

The rise in Basmati acreage can be seen as a posi-
tive trend as it gives farmers an alternative to conven-
tional, government-procured paddy and, owing to its
shorter growing cycle, can reduce water use compared
with some non-Basmati varieties. However, the overall
increase in rice acreage remains a concern. The shift
towards Basmati has not translated into any reduction in
Punjab’s total area under paddy.In fact, Basmati acreage
itself remains below the levels seen a decade ago. It
covered 7.63 lakh hectares in 2015, compared to 6.86
lakh hectares this season. Thus, while Basmati has gained
ground over the past two years, its long-term acreage
has not shown a sustained upward trend.The latest fig-
ures underline the larger challenge before Punjab’s crop
diversification programme. Alternative kharif crops such
as cotton, maize and sugarcane together rarely crossed
4 lakh hectares in most years, and in recent years their
combined area has fallen to around three lakh
hectares.Cotton, once a major crop in Punjab’s Malwa
region, has seen one of the sharpest declines. From 3.35
lakh hectares in 2015, its area has fallen to just around
80,000 hectares this year, a decline of more than 76 per
cent.Maize, which policymakers have repeatedly identi-
fied as one of the key alternatives to paddy, has also

failed to make significant gains. Its area has declined
from 1.26 lakh hectares in 2015-16 to below one lakh
hectares in recent years.Sugarcane, meanwhile, has re-
mained largely stagnant, with its area hovering between
90,000 and 95,000 hectares since 2015-16.The contrast
is stark. While the government has been urging farmers
to move away from paddy, the major alternative kharif
crops have either lost acreage or remained stagnant. The
result is that the space vacated by crops such as cotton
has not been filled by other alternatives at the scale re-
quired for meaningful diversification.

The Agriculture Department’s comparative data also
raises another concern: the increase in paddy acreage
has not been accompanied by a corresponding increase
in productivity.The average yield of non-Basmati paddy
was 7,172 kg per hectare in 2023-24, declining margin-
ally to 7,101 kg per hectare in 2024-25. Its production
consequently fell from 18.53 million tonne to 18.20 mil-
lion tonne during the same period.For Basmati, the aver-
age yield increased from 4,866 kg per hectare in 2023-
24 to 5,047 kg per hectare in 2024-25. The increase in
acreage, therefore, does not necessarily indicate an im-
provement in overall productivity or production
efficiency.Farmers also opt for this crop because of its
export-linked market and the possibility of better returns,
while its shorter duration makes it relatively more water-
efficient than some conventional paddy varieties.But from
the perspective of crop diversification and groundwater
conservation, replacing non-Basmati paddy with Basmati
is only a partial shift. Both are rice crops, and an increase
in Basmati acreage cannot compensate for the fact that
the overall area under rice continues to rise.This is par-
ticularly worrying in a state where groundwater depletion
has become one of the most serious threats to agricul-
tural sustainability.A 2017-18 Central Ground Water Board
report had warned that Punjab could face an agricultural
crisis by 2039, with farmers potentially having to drill to
depths of around 1,000 feet to access
groundwater.Agriculture economist and expert Dr Sardara
Singh Johal, who has for years advocated a fundamental
shift in Punjab’s cropping pattern, has repeatedly warned
of a water emergency caused by the excessive extrac-
tion of groundwater to support paddy cultivation. His ar-
gument has consistently been that crop diversification
cannot succeed merely through appeals to farmers; it
requires a policy framework that makes alternative crops
financially viable.The question, therefore, is not simply
why farmers are unwilling to diversify. It is whether Punjab
has created an alternative agricultural economy that can
offer them the same combination of assured markets, price
security and income that paddy provides.Narinder Singh
Benipal, Joint Director (Plant Protection), Punjab, said
the state government was making every effort to increase
the area under Basmati, which has a crop duration of
around one month less than conventional paddy and re-
quires less water. He said the area under Direct Seeded
Rice (DSR) had also increased by 36 per cent this year,
helping reduce water consumption.However, he said
farmers would not shift to alternative crops unless the
Centre provided MSP and assured procurement for them.
“The Centre has a major role to play in promoting crop
diversification,” he said.

Woman’s decomposed body found at
Bengaluru home. She died a year ago

 A 57-year-old woman, who had been living alone
in her house in Bengaluru’s Bagalagunte, was found dead
in the house, with her remains reduced to a skeleton, the
police said on Saturday. They suspect that she may have
died nearly a year ago.The victim has been identified as
Dakshayini. Her remains were found at her duplex house
on Friday evening after people alerted the police follow-
ing suspicions about the house remaining locked for sev-
eral months.“The house was undisturbed for a long pe-
riod. People who approached the house, including bro-
kers who reportedly went there to check it for rental pur-
poses, were unable to open the door. Suspecting that
something could be amiss, they alerted the police,” a
police officer said.A team from Bagalagunte police sta-
tion reached the house and found Dakshayini’s remains.
The police have begun an inquiry to establish how and
when she died.Police say victim suffering from mental
illness

The police said Dakshayini had been living alone
for several years. She had earlier suffered a major per-
sonal loss when her son died in 2005 following health
complications. The death affected her deeply, following
which she allegedly developed mental health problems
and was later diagnosed with schizophrenia. Her family

had arranged treatment for her and cared for her.Her
husband, Umesh, died in 2017. Following his death,
Dakshayini continued to live alone at the house in Havanur
Layout.According to her brother Mahesh, 50, the family
had been out of touch with Dakshayini for around two
years.The police have registered an unnatural death re-
port and said that the victim’s family members did not
harbour any suspicions regarding her death. “We are
awaiting further findings that will help establish the ap-
proximate time and cause of death,” a police officer said.

Expired meat, veggies with fungus: What
officials found at 6 Bengaluru 5-star hotels

Bengaluru hotel inspection stale foodThe inspec-
tions revealed several food safety violations, including
the storage of expired food products and unhygienic food
handling and storage conditions.The Karnataka Food
Safety and Drug Administration (FSDA) department de-
stroyed more than 250 kg of meat, 207 kg of vegetables,
32 litres of milk, and three kg of bakery products from six
of the top five-star hotels in Bengaluru on Friday after
finding violations of food safety practices, including stor-
age beyond expiry dates and inferior storage systems.The
action comes close on the heels of a crackdown on the
sale of junk food around schools and colleges in
Bengaluru.According to the FSDA, 76 kg of meat, 200 kg
of vegetables and 32 litres of expired milk were seized
and destroyed at the Lalit Ashok (South Annexe); 15 kg
of meat was seized at the Shangri La; 19 kg of meat at
Four Seasons; three kg of expired bakery products at the
Vivanta Whitefield; 72 kg of meat/fish at Taj Yeshwantpur
and 50 kg of chicken, 25 kg of meat, 23 kg of fish, and
seven kg of vegetables at the Radisson Blu hotel.The
unsafe raw food was destroyed after the FSDA, under the
guidance of Health Minister U T Khader, deployed 30
teams of food safety officers and inspected 26 three-star
and five-star hotels in Bengaluru, according to the food
safety commissioner’s office.“The inspections were car-
ried out in all 3-star and 5-star hotels located within
Bengaluru Urban District, including all zones under the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), to verify
compliance with the provisions of the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006 and the Food Safety and Standards
(Licensing and Registration of Food Businesses) Regu-
lations, 2011,” the food safety authorities said in an offi-
cial statement on Friday night.“The inspections revealed

several food safety violations, including non-compliance
with FSSAI labelling requirements, improper labelling and
misbranding of food products, storage of expired food
products, unhygienic food handling and storage condi-
tions, fungal growth on vegetables, and failure to main-
tain separate storage for vegetarian and non-vegetarian
food items,” the food safety commissioner said.Chicken
to cheese: Food samples collectedAmong the food
samples collected for laboratory testing were tea pow-
der, chicken, mutton, fish, edible oil, chilli powder, tur-
meric powder, tomato sauce, lemon juice, cheese, papad,
cashew nuts, ginger, pepper powder, spice powder, and
milk.The major violations found during the food safety
inspection were “unhygienic conditions in kitchens and
food storage areas, meat products not labelled in accor-
dance with FSSAI requirements, storage of expired milk
products, bakery products, chicken, fish, meat, and veg-
etables.

No phone, no teacher: How 10-day school
shutdown for Kanwar Yatra hits Ghaziabad children
 Ruksana, 16, woke up at 10 am on Friday, ate a

hurried breakfast, and left home in Makanpur, a
neighbourhood in Ghaziabad, to join her mother at work,
cleaning utensils at nearby kothis.Her day would usually
not start like this. The Class 9 student of Home Science
and Music would be at Balika Inter College, hitting the
books. But with schools shut for the Kanwar Yatra for 10
days, she was left to study on her own.Taking cover from
the rain under a tree, she said: “The teacher keeps send-
ing work on the school WhatsApp group, but I haven’t
seen any messages posted since August 3. I study from
the books… what can we do if there is no phone?”The
only phone at home belongs to her mother, who takes it
to work and returns late.On August 4, the Ghaziabad Dis-
trict School Inspector ordered all schools in the district to
remain closed till August 12, citing the movement of
Kanwariyas in large numbers on various routes and the
safety of students.Several schools moved to online
classes or send work through WhatsApp groups. But many
children either don’t have a smartphone, uninterrupted
access to it, or someone who can help them understand
what is being taught.‘Teachers helped me, but now…’Half
a kilometre away in Gyan Khand III, Arun Kanojiya, a
Class 7 student, solved a math problem. Though he hates
the subject, his teachers at school used to help him.

With three other siblings, his chance to open the
school WhatsApp group on his father’s phone comes at
3.30 pm.student Arun, a Class VII student, solves a Math
problem at his home in Ghaziabad. (Express Photo by
Drishti Jain)“My father works at a gym… he leaves home
at 5 am and comes back at 3 pm. I then study till 4.30 pm,
after which my brother, who is in Class 9, uses the phone,”
he said, adding that his mother uses a button
phone.Studying the math concept of ‘HCF’ and ‘LCM’, he
said he turned to ChatGPT to explain it to him.‘Find Prod-
uct 29.0 X 31.8,’ he typed, before noting down the an-
swer in the notebook.He added that for other subjects,
the teacher posts pictures of the pages and marks the
paragraphs they need to study.“The problem is that I’m
not able to understand the concepts. In class, I could
raise my hand and clear my doubts,” he said.His family is

originally from Sitapur in Uttar Pradesh.While Ruksana
and Arun get homework, three brothers who live a few
lanes away have not received any since school
closed.They study at a government school in Gyan Khand
III.Their father, Rashid (30), a painter, was worried: “My
elder one (in Class 8) studied regularly for a month…
Now after this 10-day break, he’ll forget what he was
taught.”

Glancing at the youngest one who is in Class 3,
Rashid asked: “If they don’t learn now, when will they? In
winters when schools shut due to the pollution, teachers
used to hold online classes till 10 pm… sometimes stretch-
ing till midnight. But if they don’t get work from school,
what will they do?”Basic Shiksha Adhikaari, O P Yadav
told The Indian Express that schools decide which me-
dium they want to use to continue teaching during such
times. It could be online classes, sending work online, or
assigning work before the holiday starts.“We’ve given
directions that homework is to be given so that every
child is nipun (skilled) and that the level of learning ac-
cording to the class is maintained despite such breaks,”
he said.He added that schools are regularly monitored
by both State Resource Group (SRG) and Academic
Resource Persons (ARP), who are responsible for visit-
ing schools and conducting student assessments.Back
at Makanpur, the rain had eased. Ruksana set off again.“A
day before school opens, I’ll sit the entire night and com-
plete the work,” she smiled.

Indian stock markets post
weekly gains as crude prices ease
 Mumbai: The Indian equity benchmarks posted

gains for the second consecutive week, over sharp cor-
rections in crude oil prices and strong Q1 FY27 earnings
results.Nifty jumped 0.77 per cent during the week and
shed 0.27 per cent on the last trading day this week to
reach 24,570. At close, Sensex was down 455 points, or
0.58 per cent, at 78,499. It added 0.52 per cent during the
week.

Small-cap stocks continued to outperform, sup-
ported by strong earnings traction and stock-specific cata-
lysts, while PSU banks led sectoral gains on improving
fundamentals.Metals benefited from a stronger growth
outlook and resilient domestic demand, while automo-
biles gained momentum on expectations of healthy fes-
tive-season demand, said market watchers.The week
started on a volatile note triggered by the rollout of the
new F&O Closing Auction Session (CAS), but markets

regained stability as participants adapted to the revised
framework, an analyst said.“Sentiment improved mean-
ingfully with the sharp decline in crude oil prices, which
helped strengthen the macroeconomic outlook and sup-
ported expectations of easing inflationary pressures,” he
added.Globally, softer labour market indicators reduced
the likelihood of a near-term Fed rate hike, leading to a
moderation in US bond yields and a weaker dollar. This,
coupled with sustained safe-haven demand ahead of key
US economic data releases, provided additional support
to gold prices.On the domestic front, the RBI reinforced
confidence by maintaining its policy stance, while mod-
estly upgrading its growth outlook and lowering inflation
projections. The ongoing Q1 FY27 earnings season has
further strengthened investor confidence, with results
broadly exceeding expectations and driving broad-based
buying interest.

Rayappa’s 25-Year
Congress Journey Celebrated

at Gandhi Bhavan

““Hyderabad, September 10 (Eye Secrets): TPCC
president and MLC Bomma Mahesh Kumar Goud on
Thursday released the brochure of a book chronicling
the remarkable 25-year political and social journey of
senior Congress leader and former APCC secretary
Kagitha Rayappa at Gandhi Bhavan in
Hyderabad.““Speaking on the occasion, Mahesh Kumar
Goud praised Rayappa’s long association with the Con-
gress and his determination to serve the party despite
being physically challenged. He particularly appreciated
Rayappa’s strong desire to see Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi become the Prime Minister of India.““Rayappa,
49, a Scheduled Caste and physically challenged Con-
gress volunteer, has been associated with the party for
nearly 25 years. He has held several responsibilities,
including All Student Union President, Youth Congress
member, East Godavari District Congress Committee
Secretary and in-charge of the party’s physically handi-
capped cell. In 2014, then APCC president Botsa

Satyanarayana appointed him as APCC secretary in
recognition of his services.““One of Rayappa’s most no-
table achievements was his 3,700-km journey on a
three-wheeler undertaken as part of his commitment to
the Congress. From April 8 to May 1, 2019, he travelled
from Warangal to New Delhi, covering several States to
campaign for the Congress during the general elec-
tions. He undertook the challenging journey with the
assistance of Dangeti Rambabu.““Rayappa continued
his adventurous travels, including a 1,200-km three-
wheeler journey from Hyderabad to Wayanad from April
8 to April 16, 2024.““His remarkable journeys earned
recognition from the India Book of Records and Won-
der Book of Records International. He was also
honoured with the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar National Award
in 2023.““Rayappa continues his social and political
activities through the All India Disabled United Welfare
Association Federation, working to create political, eco-
nomic and social awareness among persons with dis-
abilities.
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Trump's peace board faces cash
crunch, stalling Gaza plan, sources say

JERUSALEM/CAIRO,  t Donald Trump's Board of
Peace has received only a tiny fraction of the $17 billion
pledged for Gaza, preventing the U.S. president from
?pushing ahead with his plan for the shattered Palestin-
ian enclave's future, sources told Reuters.Ten days be-
fore U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iran plunged the region into
?war, Trump hosted a conference in Washington that saw
Gulf Arab states pledge billions for the governance and
reconstruction of Gaza after a two-year pulverisation by
Israel.The Reuters Iran Briefing newsletter keeps you in-
formed with the latest developments and analysis of the
Iran war. Sign up here.The plan envisages large-scale
rebuilding of the coastal enclave after the disarmament
of Palestinian militant group Hamas - whose attacks on
Israel triggered the assault on Gaza - and the withdrawal
of Israeli troops.

The funding pledges were also meant to pay for the
activities ?of a nascent National Committee for the Ad-
ministration of Gaza (NCAG), a U.S.-backed group of Pal-
estinian technocrats intended to assume control of Gaza
from Hamas.'NO MONEY CURRENTLY
?AVAILABLE'One of the sources, a person with direct
knowledge of the peace board's operations, said that out
of ten countries who pledged ?funds, only three - the
United Arab Emirates, Morocco, and the U.S. itself - had
contributed funding.The source said funding so far was
under $1 billion, but did not give more ?details. The Iran
war "has affected everything," exacerbating previous fund-
ing difficulties, the source said.NCAG could not enter Gaza
due to both funding and security issues, the source added.
Even after a ?ceasefire was agreed last October, Israeli
attacks have killed at least 700 people in Gaza according
to health officials there, while militant attacks have killed
four soldiers according to Israel.The second source, a
Palestinian official familiar with the matter, said the board
informed Hamas and other Palestinian factions that NCAG
is unable to enter Gaza right now due to a lack of
funding."No money is currently ?available," the official
cited board envoy Nickolay Mladenovas as informing
Palestinian groups.

Hamas has repeatedly said it is ready to hand over
governance to NCAG, led by Ali Shaath, a ?former deputy
minister with the Palestinian Authority, which currently
exercises limited self-rule in parts of the Israeli-occupied
West Bank.Shaath's committee is meant to assume con-
trol of Gaza's ministries and run its police ?force.He and
?his 14 committee members have been cloistered in a
hotel in Cairo under supervision by American and Egyp-

tian handlers, said a diplomatic source.Representatives
for the Board of Peace and NCAG did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.Rehabilitation of Gaza,
where four-fifths of buildings were destroyed in two years
of Israeli bombardments, has been projected by global
institutions to cost around $70 billion.The stuttering plan
for Gaza's future echoes other ambitious initiatives by
Trump, who has sought to project himself as the world's
peacemaker but has struggled to end the ?Ukraine war
as he said he would ?and is seeing this week's truce
?with Iran come under immediate severe
strain.DISARMAMENT TALKSEgypt, which has been host-
ing the disarmament talks, invited Hamas for more meet-
ings on Saturday, according to a source in the militant
group.The ceasefire halted full-blown war but left Israeli
troops in control of a depopulated zone ?comprising well
over half of Gaza, with Hamas in power in a narrow coastal
strip.

Trump's board has been leading negotiations with
?Hamas and other Palestinian ?factions on disarmament.
Israel says Hamas must lay down arms before it pulls
troops out of Gaza, Hamas says it will not comply without
guarantees of Israel's withdrawal and a halt to firing in
Gaza.The diplomatic source familiar with the disarmament
talks said they remained in deadlock and feared Israel
was looking for an excuse to relaunch a full-scale offen-
sive on Gaza.Israeli military ?officials have ?said they are
preparing for a swift return to full-scale war if Hamas does
not lay down ?its weapons.The Gaza war began with
Hamas' October 7, 2023, attacks on Israel that killed 1,200
people, according to Israeli tallies.Israel's ensuing two-
year campaign killed more than 72,000 Palestinians

Vance sets off to Pakistan to lead talks with
Iran as war’s ceasefire remains shaky

 Washington: President Donald Trump is tasking the
member of his inner circle who has seemed to be the
most reluctant defender of the conflict with Iran to now find
a resolution to the war that began six weeks ago and
stave off the US president’s astonishing threat to wipe out
its “whole civilization.” Vice President JD Vance, who has
long been skeptical of foreign military interventions and
outspoken about the prospect of sending troops into open-
ended conflicts, sets off Friday to lead mediated talks with
Iran in the Pakistani capital of Islamabad.It comes as a
tenuous, temporary ceasefire appears to be on the preci-
pice of collapsing. The chasm between Iran’s public de-
mands and those from the US and its partner Israel seem
irreconcilable.And in the US, where Vance might ask vot-
ers in two years’ time to make him the next president,
there is growing political and economic pressure to wrap
it up.

Vance is joined by Trump’s special envoy Steve
Witkoff and Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner, who took
part in three rounds of indirect talks with Iranian negotia-
tors aimed at settling US concerns about Tehran’s nuclear
and ballistic weapons programs and its support for armed
proxy groups in the Middle East before Trump and Israel
launched the Feb. 28 war against Iran.The White House
has provided scant detail about the format of the talks –
whether they will be direct or indirect – and has not pro-
vided specific expectations for the meeting.

But the arrival of Vance for negotiations marks a rare
moment of high-level US government engagement with
the Iranian government. Since the Islamic Revolution in
1979, the most direct contact had been when President
Barack Obama in September 2013 called newly elected
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani to discuss Iran’s
nuclear program.Almost immediately after the White House
and Iran announced a temporary ceasefire Tuesday
evening, the sides found themselves at odds over terms
of the truce.Iran insisted that an end to the Israeli war in
Lebanon was part of the ceasefire. But Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and Trump said the truce did
not cover Lebanon and the Israeli operations there
continued.The US, meanwhile, demanded that Iran make
good on reopening the Strait of Hormuz. The Islamic Re-
public had closed the critical shipping waterway in re-
sponse to Israel’s intensifying attacks against the
Hezbollah militant group in Lebanon.Trump on Thursday
night said Iran was “doing a very poor job” of allowing oil
tankers to pass through, writing on social media, “That is
not the agreement we have!” White House spokeswoman
Anna Kelly said Vance, Witkoff, Kushner and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio “have always been collaborating on
these discussions” and said Trump was optimistic that a
lasting deal can be reached during the two-week

ceasefire.
“President Trump has a proven track record of

achieving good deals on behalf of the United States and
the American people, and he will only accept one that
puts America first,” Kelly said.It’s the highest-stakes mo-
ment thus far for Vance, who spent much of last year as
more of a background player in the Trump White House,
especially as others like Elon Musk and Rubio took turns
as ever-present advisers for the president.But Vance’s
portfolio is fattening fast, first with a mission to root out
fraud in government programs at home and now to help
solve a US war in the Middle East, where complicated
doesn’t even begin to describe things.Vance, who served
in the Iraq War while in the Marines, spent two years as a
US senator and a little more than one as vice president,
has little diplomatic experience.

On Wednesday, he dismissed speculation that the
Iranians requested that he join the talks, telling reporters:
“I don’t know that. I would be surprised if that was true.
But, you know, I wanted to be involved because I thought
I could make a difference.” Jonathan Schanzer, a former
Treasury Department official who is now executive direc-
tor of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a hawk-
ish Washington think tank, said Vance, with little experi-
ence on Iran policy, is an interesting choice to lead the
delegation.Trump has noted his vice president was “less
enthusiastic” than other top senior officials in the Repub-
lican administration, making Vance an intriguing inter-
locutor for the Iranian side, Schanzer said.“I think they
probably prefer him knowing that his perspective on for-
eign intervention is one of skepticism,” Schanzer said of
the Iranians. “I do think that he’s going to need some
help. I don’t think he’s ever been engaged in negotia-
tions with this kind of weight, this kind of seriousness.
This is as serious as it gets.”The White House has not
detailed who will be in the negotiations besides Vance,
Witkoff and Kushner, but Kelly said officials from the Na-
tional Security Council, State Department and Pentagon
“will also play a supportive role.”

During early rounds of indirect nuclear talks with the
Iranians before the war, Democrats and some nuclear
experts questioned whether Kushner and Witkoff had
enough technical knowledge. The White House has not
said whether the pair, whom Trump has entrusted with
some of his most difficult negotiations since returning to
office, had a nuclear expert with them for those talks.It’s
not unusual for vice presidents to take on important ne-
gotiating roles for the president, said Joel Goldstein, a
professor of law at Saint Louis University who is an ex-
pert on the history of the vice presidency.But, he said, “I
don’t recall a situation where a vice president has been
sent to negotiate a ceasefire or peace in connection with
a war the United States was involved with.” Vance and
Rubio are seen as the Republican Party’s strongest po-
tential 2028 presidential contenders, though neither has
given a clear answer about whether he intends to run.The
vice president’s team is not thinking about the negotia-
tions with an eye to future political considerations, ac-
cording to a person familiar with discussions who was
not authorized to speak publicly and spoke on condition
of anonymity.As vice president, Vance inherently would
carry any baggage of the administration if he eventually
does run for president, Goldstein said. But stepping in to
lead negotiations even further identifies him with the con-
flict.

Ukrainians and Russians doubt 32-hour
Easter truce will lead to lasting peace

  Ukrainian officials urged Russia on Friday to ex-
tend a ceasefire it announced for Orthodox Easter this
weekend and ?restart talks to end the war, but people on
the streets of Kyiv and Moscow doubted it would lead to
lasting peace.Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thurs-
day announced a 32-hour ceasefire starting on Saturday
afternoon and running throughout Orthodox Easter until
midnight on Sunday.The Reuters Iran Briefing newslet-
ter keeps you informed with the latest developments and
analysis of the Iran war. Sign up here.Ukrainian leader
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, who has repeatedly ?proposed an
Easter truce, quickly said Kyiv would abide by the mea-
sure, which Moscow had previously rejected as a "PR
stunt"."People ?need an Easter without threats and a real
move towards peace, and Russia has a chance ?not to
return to attacks even after Easter," Zelenskiy said, in
comments posted on Telegram early on Friday.

Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said Ukraine was pro-
posing that strikes should not resume after Easter, and
he drew a parallel with the two-week ?ceasefire in the
conflict between the United States, Israel and Iran, an-
nounced on Tuesday."We believe that a ceasefire is the
right strategy to advance diplomatic efforts — whether
we are talking about the Middle East or Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine," he said.The Kremlin on Friday said
the Easter truce was a temporary humanitarian ?mea-
sure, and it wanted a permanent peace deal not a
ceasefire, a demand that Ukraine has described as a
delaying tactic. ?Previous such truces have been beset
with violations.Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said a
visit by Putin's special investment envoy to the United
States was economic and did ?not ?signal the resump-
tion of U.S.-mediated peace talks; U.S. sanctions waiv-

ers on Russian oil expire on April 11.Putin has said Rus-
sia would be willing to end hostilities if Ukraine hands
over the remainder of the industrialised region of Donbas
- roughly 6,000 square km (2,317 square miles) - that it
has been unable to conquer more than four years since
its full-scale invasion. Zelenskiy has said that would be-
tray Ukraine's ?defenders and that an aggressor should
?not dictate such terms.

Amid light ?snow and wintry weather in Kyiv on Fri-
day morning, residents were skeptical that the truce would
do anything to ease their situation. Many expressed hos-
tility toward the Russian leader."He can only make prom-
ises ?about some ceasefire. No one is going to hand
over our land to him," said ?60-year-old Yuliia, huddled
beneath ?a thick overcoat, as a street thermometer
showed 2 degrees Celsius in Kyiv.

China will not tolerate independence for
Taiwan, Xi tells island's opposition leader

BEIJING,  will "absolutely not tolerate" independence
for Taiwan, which is the chief culprit in undermining peace
in the Taiwan Strait, President ?Xi Jinping told the island's
opposition leader on Friday, calling for efforts to advance
"reunification".Cheng Li-wun, chairwoman of Taiwan's
largest opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), is in
China on what she has called a peace mission to reduce
tensions at a time when Beijing has stepped up military
pressure against the island it ?claims as its territory.The
Reuters Iran Briefing newsletter keeps you informed with
the latest developments and analysis of the Iran war. Sign
up here.

Meeting in the Great Hall of the People, Xi told Cheng
that today's world was not ?entirely at peace, and peace
was precious.Compatriots on both sides of the strait are
all Chinese - people ?of one family who want peace,
development, exchange, and cooperation," he said, in
comments carried by Taiwan television stations.'ONE
CHINA'Both sides of ?the strait belong to "one China", Xi
added, according to a separate state media
readout."When the family is harmonious, all things will
prosper," ?he said. "Taiwan independence is the chief
culprit in undermining peace in the Taiwan Strait - we will
absolutely not tolerate or condone it."Xi also mentioned
the thorny subject of union between China and Taiwan,
which has long been Beijing's goal but which Taiwan's
government rejects.The KMT and Communist Party must
"join hands to ?create a bright future of the motherland's
reunification and national rejuvenation," he said.China
refuses to talk to Taiwan President Lai Ching-te, saying
?he is a "separatist".Item 1 of 4 Cheng Li-wun, chairper-
son of the Kuomintang (KMT), Taiwan's largest opposi-
tion party, shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China April 10,
2026, in this screengrab from a video provided by CTI.
CTI via REUTERS[1/4]Cheng Li-wun, chairperson of the
Kuomintang (KMT), Taiwan's largest opposition party,
shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the
Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China April 10, 2026,
in this screengrab from a video provided by CTI. CTI via
REUTERS Purchase Licensing Rights, opens new
tabSpeaking to reporters in Taipei late on Friday, Taiwan's
top China policymaker, Chiu Chui-cheng, said only
Taiwan's people could decide their future ?and China

?should engage with Taipei's democratically elected and
legitimate government."The Chinese communists are
deliberately creating the false impression that Taiwan is
an internal affair of China," he added.The then-KMT-led
Republic of China government fled to Taiwan in 1949
after losing a civil war with Mao Zedong's communists,
who founded the People's Republic of China. To this day,
neither government formally recognises the other.The
modern KMT favours closer diplomatic ?and economic
ties with Beijing than ?the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party.'CHESSBOARD'Cheng ?told Xi that mutually ben-
eficial cross-strait relations were what the public on both
sides longed for, and that interactions and exchanges
should be reciprocal."I, Li-wun, sincerely hope that one
day in the future, ?I will have the opportunity to be the
host and welcome General Secretary Xi and all ?of you
here ?present in Taiwan," she added, using Xi's title as
head of the Communist Party.Cheng said she hoped that
through the efforts of both parties, the Taiwan Strait would
no longer be a focal point of potential conflict, and would
certainly not become a "chessboard for outside forces to
?intervene in".Speaking ?later to reporters in Beijing,
Cheng said Xi had told her that China ?respected Taiwan's
different social system and choice of lifestyle."But he also
hopes that Taiwan will be able to affirm and acknowl-
edge the development achievements of the mainland,"
?she said.Reporting by Liz Lee; Writing and additional
reporting by Ben Blanchard in Taipei; Editing by Himani
Sarkar, Lincoln Feast and Alex Richardson

Meenakshi enters Asian
Wrestling final; Hansika and

Neha win bronze
New Delhi: Two-time national champion Meenakshi

Goyat staged a stunning comeback to defeat South
Korea’s Seoyoung Park and enter the women’s 53kg fi-
nal, while Hansika Lamba (55kg) and Neha (59kg) se-
cured bronze medals for India at the Senior Asian Wres-
tling Championships in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on
Thursday.Meenakshi, who earned her place in the In-
dian squad by defeating two-time World Championships
bronze medallist Antim Panghal, was trailing 0-2 until the
closing 30 seconds of her semifinal bout. The 25-year-
old turned the contest on its head with a decisive four-
point throw and held on to her advantage to book a place
in the final.The former Asian U-23 champion will now
face China’s Jin Zhang, who advanced after defeating
Japan’s Moe Kiyooka by fall.Later, Hansika Lamba and
Neha added two more bronze medals to India’s tally,
following a strong showing by the men’s Greco-Roman
wrestlers, who had already secured two silver and three
bronze medals in the opening three days of competition.

Indian Navy Chief embarks on 4-day Mauritius
visit to strengthen maritime cooperation

Port Louis/New Delhi: Indian Navy Chief Admiral
Krishna Swaminathan is on a four-day visit to Mauritius
starting Monday, during which the focus will be on
strengthening the maritime cooperation and defence ties
with the East African nation, officials said.The visit will
continue till August 13 (Thursday). “The visit is part of
India’s continued engagement to strengthen bilateral
maritime cooperation and deepen defence ties with
Mauritius, an extremely valued partner in the Indian Ocean
Region,” the Ministry of Defence said in a statement.

During the visit, the Navy Chief will interact with se-
nior leadership of the Mauritian government and hold
discussions on matters of mutual interest such as mari-
time security, defence cooperation, capacity building and
military collaboration, officials said.The Defence Ministry
said that such engagements are focused on strengthen-
ing Indo-Mauritius cooperation in the maritime domain,
enhancing operational-level linkages and consolidating
the robust strategic partnership between India and

Mauritius.
“India and Mauritius share a close and enduring

maritime partnership. The Indian Navy engages regu-
larly with the National Coast Guard through training ex-
changes, operational interactions including Joint Exclu-
sive Economic Zone (EEZ) Surveillance, port visits and
hydrographic surveys,” the Ministry said.During this, In-
dia and Mauritius will also participate and engage in
multilateral forums and cooperative initiatives. Addition-
ally, Mauritius has been a regular participant in key In-
dian Navy initiatives such as the Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium, MILAN, International Fleet Review, Goa Mari-
time Conclave, IOS SAGAR and Exercise AIKEYME, aptly
reflecting the vision of MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holis-
tic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions)
they share.

“The visit of Admiral Krishna Swaminathan to
Mauritius after assuming charge as the Chief of the Na-
val Staff underscores the priority India accords to the
friendship it shares with Mauritius, anchored in mutual
respect, trust and a shared commitment to maritime se-
curity, regional cooperation and stability in the Indian
Ocean Region,” the Ministry said.Earlier, in an interview
with IANS, Mauritian Foreign Minister Dhananjay Ramful
had called AGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Re-
gion) and MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Advance-
ment for Security and Growth Across Regions) visions as
“landmark initiatives”.

He also hailed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership and role in strengthening ties between both
countries.“Mauritius has remained at the centre of India’s
diplomatic policy during Prime Minister Modi’s tenure.
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EDITORIAL
Rain deficit in all but one Karnataka
district; drought tag for more taluks

 With 30 of Karnataka’s 31 districts receiving below-
normal rainfall—less than half the normal amount in some
districts—the government is planning to declare 25 more
taluks drought-hit.The government has already declared
101 taluks drought-hit. The tag makes a district eligible for
specific government relief measures.

According to data from the Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Centre, districts such as
Chamarajanagar (59 per cent deficit), Chikkaballapura
(57 per cent), Kolar (56 per cent), and Ballari (52 per cent)
are among the worst-hit districts.The rain deficit in

Bengaluru Urban district is 44 per cent, with 183 mm of
rainfall received between June 1 and September 8, against
a normal of around 320 mm.The only district to have re-
ceived normal rainfall (a -19 per cent to 19 per cent varia-
tion) is Belagavi, where the rainfall was 14 per cent below
normal.

Malnad and coastal districts, which serve as prime
catchment areas for rivers originating in the state, have
deficits ranging from 20 per cent to 36 per cent.Speaking
to reporters Tuesday, Revenue Minister G Parameshwara
said the assessment of the drought in the state was being
carried out in phases. “In the first phase, 101 taluks have
already been declared drought-hit. The second phase of
assessment is now in progress, and 25 more taluks have
qualified to be declared drought-hit. They will be notified
shortly,” he said.Recalling that more than 200 taluks were
declared drought-hit in 2023, the minister said more than
200 taluks could be declared drought-hit this year too.The
minister also responded to JD(S) legislator Sharan Gowda
Kandakur’s allegation that there was disparity in declar-
ing districts drought-hit.“The allegation that certain taluks
have been deliberately excluded is baseless. Drought
does not occur based on political affiliation. The list (of
drought-hit taluks) already includes taluks represented
by Opposition legislators as well,” he said.

‘Dear DK, Flyovers Yaake?: Bengalureans
up in arms against elevated corridors

 Bengaluru residents have launched an online cam-
paign against 11 proposed elevated corridors, to be built
at a cost of more than Rs 13,000 crore, arguing that these
flyovers will create more problems than they solve.The
online signature campaign—titled Dear DK, Flyovers
Yaake? (dear DK, why flyovers?)—carried a message for
Karnataka Chief Minister D K Shivakumar: “We love your
swag, the guarantee schemes, and your vision for Brand
Bengaluru. But building more flyovers inside Bengaluru
city is wrong. The upcoming ‘Elevated Corridors’ flyover
project will not fix traffic; it will ruin our city. You must stop
it.”

The campaigners argue that the alignment of these
flyovers is flawed and that they will not ease traffic con-

gestion. “Several experts have opposed the flyovers, yet
the government has ignored them and is planning to go
ahead with construction. These flyovers cut through the
city, most notably through Indiranagar 100 Feet Road,
where white-topping was completed just one year ago
after much delay by the same government. Flyover con-
struction will require digging up the new road again. The
flyovers will create more problems than they solve,” the
message on the campaign website read.The government
cleared the Rs 13,262-crore mega mobility plan to con-
struct 75.6-km elevated corridors in April this year. Of the
11 flyovers, nine will be developed under a public-private
partnership (PPP) model, while two will follow the build-
operate-transfer (BOT) model.

The campaigners demand the government stop the
work immediately and reallocate its budget for useful mo-
bility projects based on guidance from the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc). They also want Bengaluru Smart Infra-
structure Limited (B-SMILE) and Bengaluru Metropolitan
Land Transport Authority (BMLTA) dissolved
immediately.“They are responsible for many delayed in-
frastructure projects like white-topping. They have de-
signed and proposed the elevated corridor projects on
behalf of the Government of Karnataka, and without pub-
lic consultation. Since they are unelected, they cannot be
held accountable to the public,” the message added.

Trinamool MP Nadimul
Haque grilled after ED raids

over Rs 60-crore fraud

The Enforcement Directorate (ED), which carried out
a 24-hour marathon raid at the residence and office pre-
mises of Trinamool Congress Rajya Sabha MP Nadimul
Haque, said Tuesday the operation was conducted to
gather details regarding an alleged Rs 60-crore financial
fraud linked to his Urdu newspaper, Akhbar-E-Mashriq.

The searches began at 6.30 am on Monday and con-
tinued until Tuesday morning, said ED sources.The offi-
cials also questioned Haque at his office after bringing
him back from Ranchi in his car, they added.

After examining bank records, transactions and digi-
tal evidence, ED sources said Haque was unable to pro-
vide adequate documentation for the Rs 60-crore trans-
action. The officials visited Haque’s office and residence
to examine documents and other evidence.The ED has
alleged that illegal financial transactions were carried out
from the newspaper’s office and that funds belonging to
the Trinamool Congress were also involved.The raids
were conducted on seven premises across Ranchi, Delhi
and Kolkata, including the newspaper’s office in Park Cir-
cus, Kolkata. ED officials searched the premises for docu-
ments and digital evidence to trace the alleged money
trail, sources said.According to sources, the raids were
conducted based on a complaint lodged with the
Bidhannagar Police Commissionerate last month. Haque
did not respond to the calls or messages from The Indian
Express on Tuesday.

‘Shouldn’t wait for Satya Niketan-like incident’:
Gurgaon’s mushrooming PGs back under lens

 For residents of Gurgaon, the collapse of a five-storey
student hostel in Delhi’s Satya Niketan that left seven dead
has brought a pressing concern back into focus: the mush-
rooming of high-capacity PGs and guesthouses in resi-
dential areas.A survey by the Haryana Shehri Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP) had identified 453 PGs and
guesthouses operating in the city’s residential sectors.
Eighteen were sealed in June for violations.

Sameer Puri, who lives in DLF Phase 3, where sev-
eral allegedly illegal PGs and guesthouses operate, said
Gurgaon could face a similar tragedy if the problem is not
addressed.“It can definitely happen anytime here as well,
especially on smaller plots (in U Block) where residents
have built extra floors and PGs. It is a total menace,” he
said.He said two PGs on his road were sealed in June
during a drive against unauthorised commercial estab-
lishments. “It has become much more peaceful. But much
more needs to be done, and across Gurgaon,” added
Puri.

At Suncity township, resident Kusum Sharma said G
Block (EWS) has several PGs that have allegedly not ap-
plied for commercial connections or land-use
conversions.“Surveys are done to identify these, but en-
forcement does not go beyond that. As residents, we can
only alert authorities. While those with illegal stilts have
been given notices, the PGs have not been so far. They
shouldn’t wait for a Satya Niketan like incident here,” she
said.The issue is before the Haryana Human Rights Com-
mission (HHRC), which took suo motu cognisance of un-
registered PGs and guesthouses operating in the city in
January and sought action-taken reports from various
authorities.The three-member HHRC bench, headed by
Chairperson Justice Lalit Batra and comprising members
Kuldip Jain and Deep Bhatia, noted that commercial lodg-
ing in residential premises amounted to an unauthorised
change of land use.In its July order uploaded recently,
the commission observed that such operations lead to
“overcrowding, power and water infrastructure collapse,
sanitation issues, traffic congestion and serious safety
risks”.The panel warned that lack of structural safety clear-
ances and absence of emergency exits gravely endan-
ger the right to life of students and working professionals,
citing previous fire disasters in student hubs at Delhi’s
Mukherjee Nagar and Noida.According to an action-taken
report dated March 24 submitted to the commission by
HSVP, of the 453 PGs, 121 of the establishments identi-
fied were under Estate Officer-I and 332 under Estate Of-

ficer-II.An affidavit filed by HSVP Administrator Vaishali
Singh and examined by the commission last month said
both estate officers had initiated enforcement proceed-
ings by issuing show-cause notices under Section 17(3)
of the HSVP Act, 1977, which governs violations of ten-
ancy and misuse of allotted residential plots.Between June
18 and 20 and July 3 and 4, the enforcement wing of the
Department of Town and Country Planning (DTCP)
Haryana sealed 15 PGs, comprising 476 rooms, and three
guesthouses/hotels, comprising 87 rooms, in DLF Phase
III.The DTCP told the commission that a survey had iden-
tified widespread violations across DLF Phases 1 to 5.But
action on the ground was initially held up by a stay granted
by the Punjab and Haryana High Court in November 2025.

After the High Court modified its order on May 29,
2026, limiting the restraint to petitioners who had filed
specific applications, enforcement teams began sealing-
cum-demolition drives.Using property tax data from the
Municipal Corporation of Gurugram (MCG), the DTCP also
identified 50 unauthorised PGs and guest houses operat-
ing on residential plots in other licensed colonies and
issued notices, it told the Commission.In a consolidated
status report submitted to the commission by DTCP
Haryana, the district administration and the District Town
Planner (Enforcement), officials said that only 218
guesthouse permissions had been granted under the
state’s 2021 policy within their statutory domain.That do-
main is confined to licensed private colonies under the
Haryana Development and Regulation of Urban Areas
Act, 1975.A report submitted to the commission by the
Commissioner of Police, Gurugram, stated that (as of
March) “no specific complaint has so far been received
regarding any PG or guesthouse being run illegally with-
out complying with the prescribed safety standards”,
though police assured swift legal action if complaints
surface.The HHRC in July directed the HSVP Administra-
tor to expedite follow-up reports from both estate officers
and asked the Directorate of Urban Local Bodies, Haryana
Fire and Emergency Services, the Gurugram Metropoli-
tan Development Authority (GMDA) and the MCG to sub-
mit their pending progress reports ahead of the next hear-
ing on October 6.

Russia reaffirms S-400 delivery
commitment to India in 2026

New Delhi: Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov on
Tuesday confirmed that the delivery of Russia’s S-400
Triumf air defence systems to India in 2026 remains on
the agenda of discussions between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during
their upcoming meeting in New Delhi on Friday, on the
sidelines of the 18th BRICS Summit.Russia is capable of
fulfilling its obligations, and they will be fulfilled. This is-
sue is being mentioned during the conversations of our
two leaders, said Peskov while speaking to Indian media
during a virtual briefing hosted by Sputnik India.In 2018,
New Delhi signed a $5.43 billion agreement with Russia
to purchase five S-400 air defence systems. The delivery
of the two systems remaining under the contract is ex-
pected to be completed this year.On March 27, the De-
fence Acquisition Council (DAC) chaired by Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh approved the acquisition of additional
Russian S-400 air defence missile systems, further un-
derscoring the growing defence cooperation between New
Delhi and Moscow.The Ministry of Defence stated that, for
the Indian Air Force, proposals were cleared for the pro-
curement of Medium Transport Aircraft, S-400 Long Range
Surface-to-Air Missile System, Remotely Piloted Strike Air-
craft and overhaul of Su-30 Aero engine Aggregates. The
induction of Medium Transport Aircraft by replacing the
transport fleet of AN32 and IL76 will meet the strategic,
tactical and operational airlift requirements of the Ser-
vices, it said.“The S-400 system will counter enemy long-
range air vectors targeting vital areas, while the Remotely
Piloted Strike Aircraft will enable undertaking Offensive
Counter and Coordinated Air Operations, also providing
stealth Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance
activities.

The overhaul of Su-30 aero engine and its aggre-
gates will increase the service life of the aircraft and fulfil
the operational requirement of the Air Force,” the Ministry
of Defence had stated on March 27.Meanwhile, on Tues-
day, Peskov further stressed the need to advance the long-
standing defence cooperation between the two countries
and expressed Russia’s readiness to share its advanced
military equipment with India.Referring to the BrahMos
missile programme, he said the two countries should now
explore ways to upgrade the system by adding new capa-
bilities and improving its effectiveness and
competitiveness.We are satisfied with our cooperation in
the military field and in the technical-military field with
India. It has very rich traditions, and it is a deeply rooted
cooperation. We have very good military equipment some
of which is the best in the world and we are ready to share
this equipment with our Indian partners. We have even
gone further in this cooperation than just buying and sell-
ing: we are producing jointly.

Leopard strays into public
garden in Rajasthan’s Kota,

rescued after 3-hour op

 Kota: Panic gripped morning walkers and fitness
enthusiasts in Kota on Tuesday morning after a full-grown
leopard strayed into a crowded public garden in the
Nayapura area of the city. The leopard was, however,
later safely rescued and put under observation in Abheda
Biological Park in the city.The Chattar Villas Garden, fre-
quented daily by locals for yoga, exercise, and morning
walks, was thrown into chaos as visitors spotted the big
cat roaming through the green space.

As alarmed visitors raised shouts and scrambled to
safety, the frightened animal climbed up a nearby 40-
foot-high mango tree. Large crowds gathered outside the
garden boundary as news of the wild intruder spread rap-
idly throughout the city.A joint emergency team compris-
ing forest department personnel and local police swiftly
cordoned off the area to manage the surging crowd and
execute a rescue mission. Using heavy machinery, in-
cluding a crane, rescue teams made attempts to
tranquilise the leopard atop the tree and successfully res-
cued the animal after nearly a 3-hour operation.“The ani-
mal climbed to the top branch of a 40-foot mango tree due
to the commotion. Our team successfully darted and
tranquilised the animal,” Kota DFO Pramod Dhakad
said.The rescued leopard was transported to Abheda Bio-
logical Park, where it will be kept under observation, he
further said, adding that the animal will be released to
forests as per directions from senior forest officials. The
leopard is yet to undergo medical examination to ascer-
tain its sex and exact age, he further said.Upon receiving
the report, police teams immediately arrived at the gar-
den to disperse the gathering crowd and maintain a se-
cure perimeter around the rescue site.“The public was
advised to maintain distance to avoid agitating the leop-
ard.

TGSRTC retirees demand
release of long-pending dues

HYDERABAD: Several retired employees of the
Telangana State Road Transport Corporation (TGSRTC)
were taken into custody by police on Tuesday when they
attempted to stage a protest near the Legislative Assem-
bly, demanding the release of their long-pending dues.The
retired employees, who gathered to press for payment of
salary arrears, leave encashment and other retirement
benefits, tried to move towards the Assembly to draw the
government’s attention to their grievances. Police per-
sonnel intervened and took the protesters into custody
before shifting them to a nearby police station.The retir-
ees have been repeatedly seeking clearance of dues that
they say have remained pending for several years.

The next coronavirus
 will be AI-designed

In 1346, the Black Death arrived at the port of Caffa
in Crimea on Mongol catapults. The weapon was a corpse.
The delivery mechanism was medieval. The death toll
over the following six years was between 75 million and
200 million people across Eurasia. The most devastating
biological event in recorded human history required no
laboratory, no advanced knowledge of pathogen struc-
ture, and no understanding of viral replication. It required
only proximity, movement, and time.

In 2024, a company called Radical Numerics,
founded by former Stanford PhD researchers, published
the results of an AI model called EVO. The model treats
DNA much as a large language model treats text: it reads
sequences of genetic letters and learns the rules govern-
ing how those sequences produce physical biological
function. Just as GPT-4 can generate a paragraph that
follows the statistical patterns of human prose, EVO can
generate a DNA sequence that follows the statistical pat-
terns of biological life.

The researchers trained it on existing natural gene-
editing tools and used it to generate novel CRISPR vari-
ants, which scientists then synthesised and verified in labo-
ratory tests. They then used it to create the complete DNA
genome for a bacteriophage, a bacterial virus, from
scratch. The first AI-generated genome is not merely a
theoretical possibility. It has already been written.The most
important number in this story is not the model’s context
window, which grew from a few thousand tokens to one to
two million, enabling it to process massive genomic se-
quences. Nor is it the 30 minutes EVO took to rank causal
genes for Alzheimer’s disease, matching two years of labo-
ratory work. The most important number is the barrier to
entry.

 biology used to require a PhD in molecular biology,
years of laboratory training, expensive equipment, and
institutional access to biosafety facilities. EVO and its suc-
cessors are compressing that barrier the way the internet
compressed the barrier to publishing, Midjourney com-
pressed the barrier to visual art, and ChatGPT compressed
the barrier to writing.The capability is not yet democratised.
But the trajectory is unmistakable. Every year, the knowl-
edge required to instruct an AI model to design a novel
pathogen decreases. At the same time, the models them-
selves become better at filling the gaps a non-expert user
cannot provide.India’s ability to detect and respond in time
will depend on the investments it makes over the next
three years, not the next three decades

Radical Numerics itself acknowledges this chal-
lenge. Its dual mandate for biodefence and therapeutic
applications exists precisely because its founders
recognise that programming biology lowers the barrier to
creating synthetic threats, or what researchers call
deepfake viruses. The people building the tool are warn-
ing about the tool. That is worth taking seriously.India’s
exposure to an AI-generated biological threat is not merely
the general exposure that every densely populated coun-
try faces. It is compounded by three specific structural
conditions.The first is population density. India hosts over
1.4 billion people in a geographic area where urban con-
centration, inter-State mobility and climate create condi-
tions for rapid pathogen spread. These factors mirror, and
in some ways exceed, those that contributed to the rapid
spread of Covid-19 in 2020 and 2021.

EYE SECRETS



5 Ranga Reddy EYE SECRETS    Friday, 11 September 2026

Ahmedabad Chief Fire Officer
arrested on bribery charges

 THE GUJARAT Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) on
Friday arrested Amit Dongre, Chief Fire Officer (CFO) of
the Ahmedabad Fire and Emergency Services (AFES),
and a private individual for allegedly demanding and re-
ceiving a bribe of Rs 36,000 in lieu of approving the Fire
Safety Certificates (FSCs) of six buildings in the city.The
ACB identified the other arrested person as Bhavsinh
Pratap Jhala (31), from near Vijay Crossroads and
claimed that Rs 36,000 paid to the duo as part of a bribe
to approve FSCs for six buildings at Rs 6,000 per build-
ing has been recovered. Amitkumar Anandrao Dongre
(47) CFO, Ahmedabad, Class-1, was arrested later on
the basis of a phone call between him and Jhala talking

purportedly about the bribe amount, said the ACB.
A statement issued by the ACB said, “The complain-

ant in this case works as a Fire Safety Officer (FSO), who
provides fire safety related services, in Ahmedabad city.
Through him, fire safety NOCs of a total of six buildings
located in Ahmedabad city were sent for approval on the
Gujarat government portal, but the accused (Jhala) de-
manded a bribe of Rs 6,000 per NOC, totaling Rs 36,000
for approval of all 6 NOCs.”The complainant then went to
the ACB office in Vadodara and registered a complaint
on the basis of which Inspector A N Prajapati of Vadodara
ACB laid a trap along with government witnesses. The
action was supervised by Vadodara ACB Assistant Di-
rector B M Patel.Jhala was caught red-handed by talking
to the complainant about the alleged bribe and receiving
the payment of Rs 36,000.The ACB statement said, “The
accused, Amitkumar A Dongre, called Jhala and they
agreed to the bribe amount. On the advice of Dongre,
Jhala demanded the bribe and accepted it.”Legal pro-
ceedings were initiated against both of them. Further in-
vestigation is underway, police said.Amitkumar A Dongre
was appointed CFO of the AFES on October 18, 2024, by
the Staff Selection and Appointments Committee of the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC). The post had
been vacant and run on interim charge since the previ-
ous full-time CFO M F Dastoor, retired on January 31,
2021. Dongre took charge of the fire service of the big-
gest city in Gujarat on December 24, 2024.

At Gujarat tourism fair, Israel among countries
wooing travellers back post West Asia crisis

 ORGANISED AGAINST the backdrop of the West
Asia crisis, the three-day Travel and Tourism Fair 2026 at
the Mahatma Mandir convention and exhibition centre in
Gandhinagar saw several country and state representa-
tives going all out to bring back tourists and
business.Israel, which was among those that saw a mas-
sive drop in tourist footfall, was in focus as the ‘featured
country’ at the fair.

Asked how tourism had been impacted since the
West Asia Crisis, Marketing Director of the Israel Ministry
of Tourism Amruta Bangera said, “It has been impacted
but I think we are growing”, highlighting that “it should not
be a problem to reach the 2019 numbers”. She elabo-
rated that in 2019, 65,900 Indians visited Israel, a num-
ber that fell to 44,000 in 2023 and to 13,600 in 2025.Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel, who inaugurated the fair on
Thursday, said it would play an important role in show-
casing Gujarat when the state had declared 2025 as the
“Year of Tourism.”

On how they would reach out to Gujaratis, Bangera
told  “Gujaratis are the most experiential people, who
want to seek new destinations, different experiences”,
therefore “Israel becomes a perfect blend. It’s not the first
destination that people travel to, but if a person has al-
ready done Europe, US and UK they want something
new and this is the perfect place where there is some-
thing new for everyone.”On what set Israel apart, she
said, “It is the only democracy in the Middle East, and
every Indian will feel welcome there”.

“Right now we do not have any direct connectivity
with any airline, but the major carriers around the world
have already returned to Israel with full operation. Right
now you have connecting airlines via Dubai or Gulf carri-
ers. Even with layover, it is around seven hours”, she

added.Mohan Gill, manager at Topview Holiday from
China hinting at the rise in Indian visitors to the country
said, “Entire movement has shifted”. The fair saw repre-
sentatives from Vietnam, Bhutan, Nepal, Thailand, Sri
Lanka and the United Arab Emirates as well.Aziz
Chauham, CEO of Fly Vaccanze stationed in Thailand,
stressed that “as of now, hotel rooms are empty”, further-
more explaining that “Indians used to travel in a budget-
friendly way, so after the crisis of the Middle East, there is
a huge surcharge on fuel. Air Asia, BH Air, Thailand air-
lines which were operating from Ahmedabad have now
stopped their operations. For this reason, the fares of the
flights are very expensive. So they are now switching
from international to domestic travel.”Other state repre-
sentatives, including Bhanu Pratap Joint Director of the
Rajasthan Tourism department, emphasised that “our do-
mestic market is strong enough”. Asked about foreign
visitors, he said, “Even before the war, we were not hav-
ing that many numbers of tourists. Therefore there is hardly
any effect from these countries, but we have very strong
ties with Japan, Singapore and Malaysia”.

‘Sadan jhooth da adda nahi’: AAP MLA
confronts Punjab Minister in Vidhan Sabha

 The ruling Aam Aadmi Party legislators turned the
heat on their own party’s government in the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha Friday, with one of them accusing a minister of
misleading the House “by telling lies” while offering to
resign if the minister could prove his claim.The exchange
between Rural Development and Panchayats Minister
Tarunpreet Singh Sond and AAP MLA from Payal
Manwinder Singh Gyaspura came during the Question
Hour on a discussion on the delayed auction of panchayat
land in Daulatpur village. Responding to Gyaspura’s
question, Sond said that the village sarpanch was sus-
pended, an administrator had been appointed, and the
auction was being conducted on Friday. He argued that
earlier auction attempts had failed because nobody came
forward to bid after the department increased lease rates
by 20 per cent, forcing it to follow the prescribed proce-
dure of subsequent auctions.

Gyaspura, however, asked why no administrator had
been appointed for nearly four months after the sarpanch’s
suspension. When Sond claimed that auction attempts
had already been made earlier in the year, the MLA re-
jected the assertion.“If the minister can prove that even a
single auction was conducted this year, I will resign from
my MLA-ship,” Gyaspura declared in the House.He then
said, “Eh sadan jhooth bolan da adda nahi hai. Iss layi
ithe sach boleya jaave. (This House is not a place to tell
lies. Please speak the truth here)”.He also disputed the
minister’s reply regarding the suspension of a Block De-
velopment and Panchayat Officer (BDPO) and asked why
departmental proceedings were being initiated if the of-
ficer was not at fault.Sond replied that the BDPO had
been suspended in connection with an unrelated case
and not in the Daulatpur matter. He also defended the
department’s record, saying it had increased panchayat
lease income across Punjab and promised to place de-
tailed figures before the House in the next
session.Another AAP MLA, Kuljit Singh Randhawa, too
put the government on the mat over the long-delayed
tehsil complex in Dera Bassi. In a supplementary to his
starred question, Randhawa said it had been 18 months
since he first raised the matter, yet little had changed.“Dera

Bassi, with a population of around 15 lakh, still does not
have a proper judicial and administrative complex. The
DSP office, SDM office, BDPO office and tehsil office are
functioning from different locations, forcing people to
shuttle between offices,” he said. Randhawa reminded
the government that it had announced that the complex
would be completed soon, but asked, “Where does the
project stand today?”Housing and Urban Development
Minister Hardip Singh Mundian said the SDM office had
been shifted temporarily and new judicial complex was
nearing completion. He invited Randhawa to meet him
with officials on August 17 to resolve the issue at the
earliest. Randhawa accepted the invitation but remarked,
“Better late than never”.Another AAP MLA, Gurdit Singh,
said the existing norm of constructing watercourses for
holdings of 50 acres or more was leaving many cultiva-
tors out in Faridkot. He said Faridkot was badly affected
by waterlogging (sem) and also fell in the dark zone,
where farmers faced restrictions on groundwater use.He
said most farmers in the constituency owned small land-
holdings of two to three acres and could not benefit un-
der the existing policy. “The government should also con-
struct common water channels for farmers owning less
than 50 acres,” he said.

Replying, Water Resources Minister Barinder
Kumar Goyal said the government had completed 39
canal works in the Faridkot Assembly segment at a cost
of Rs 13.12 crore, covering 109 km. Another 23 works
had been taken up during 2026-27 at a cost of Rs 18.65
crore. Of these, 17 works worth Rs 15.13 crore were near-
ing completion, while the remaining six projects costing
Rs 3.54 crore would begin soon. Goyal said the issue of
constructing watercourses for holdings below 50 acres
would be taken up.The minister added that the govern-
ment had spent Rs 104 crore on relining the Sirhind
Feeder to address seepage and improve water supply in
the area. Three major bridges had also been built over
the Rajasthan and Sirhind feeders. “In all, around Rs 188
crore has been spent on irrigation infrastructure in
Faridkot,” Goyal said, assuring the House that the re-
maining canal works would be completed at the
earliest.Another AAP MLA Sarbjit Kaur Manuke said the
newly built School of Eminence in Jagraon was facing a
shortage of teachers after new students were admitted.
She also questioned the government over the lack of
separate toilets for boys and girls at government school
in Tihara village, and asked when the issue would be
resolved. She said a school at Hathur had a science
stream but no science teacher, forcing villagers to ar-
range teaching staff on their own. She said another
school, upgraded to plus two in 2017, was still waiting for
sanctioned teacher posts.Responding, Education Minis-
ter Harjot Singh Bains said the department would look
into the adjustment of teachers between schools.

Pargat raises copyright strikes by
AAP: ‘Gagging media, free speech’

 Congress MLA Pargat Singh on Friday accused the
Aam Aadmi Party government in Punjab of suppressing
free speech by issuing copyright strikes against journal-
ists and Opposition leaders on social media.Raising the
issue during Zero Hour in the Vidhan Sabha, Pargat re-
ferred to reports that the social media accounts of AAP
national convener Arvind Kejriwal had faced restrictions
and said the party had termed it an attack on the
Opposition’s right to speak. “In a democracy, the Opposi-
tion has the right to express itself. If the AAP says restric-
tions on Kejriwal’s accounts amount to an attempt by the
BJP to silence the opposition, then the same principle
should apply in Punjab,” he said.

Pargat alleged that journalists and opposition lead-
ers in Punjab had been served copyright strikes over
content posted online, effectively restricting their freedom
of expression. “Who gave them the right to issue copy-
right strikes against journalists and opposition leaders?
That too amounts to curbing freedom of speech,” he
said.The Congress MLA also flagged the alleged misuse
of small hotels, particularly those located near bus stands,
railway stations and colleges and claimed that many such
establishments rented out rooms by the hour without
proper verification of guests.Pargat alleged that some of
these hotels were being used for drug trafficking and that
young people were being blackmailed after compromis-
ing videos were secretly recorded. He claimed the po-
lice, intelligence agencies and the Home Department
were aware of the issue and alleged that an organised
network, extending to neighbouring states, was involved.
Pargat said strict action was needed to protect young
people from exploitation and criminal networks operat-
ing through such establishments.Congress MLA Tripat
Rajinder Singh Bajwa expressed concern over the state’s
preparedness for the upcoming paddy procurement sea-
son, warning that farmers could face hardships as paddy
would not be lifted if the government failed to address
storage issue. “The godowns are filled to the brim. There
is no space left for storage,” he said.Bajwa said a large
quantity of last year’s paddy stock was yet to be milled,
creating an acute shortage of storage space ahead of the
new procurement season. He claimed that nearly 30-
40% of the previous year’s paddy was still lying in stor-
age sheds. He also raised the shortage of railway rakes

for lifting foodgrain, saying the state required 40-50 goods
trains daily but was receiving only four to five.

“Paddy will again remain stranded in mandis if im-
mediate steps are not taken. Please wake up and ar-
range adequate railway rakes and create storage space.
Otherwise, farmers will once again suffer during procure-
ment,” Bajwa said.Earlier, Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa also launched a sharp attack on the Punjab
government over alleged illegal mining, citing recent
observations by the National Green Tribunal (NGT), the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) and the Punjab and
Haryana High Court to press for the constitution of a House
committee to investigate the issue.The LoP reminded
Speaker Kultar Singh Sandhwan that he had earlier re-
quested the constitution of a House committee after the
session. He alleged that the state government was “not
serious” about acting against illegal mining.The senior
leader said the NGT had directed the Punjab govern-
ment to file a fresh progress report within four weeks in a
case relating to alleged illegal mining that reportedly
damaged a bridge over the Sutlej river. He alleged that
reports had been lying unattended for months without
any meaningful action.He also flagged alleged illegal
mining in Pathankot. He alleged that a Block Develop-
ment and Panchayat Officer (BDPO), Kuldeep Singh, was
first posted in the area at the instance of a minister, pro-
moted as District Development and Panchayat Officer on
February 20, 2023, and within three days appointed Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner (Development). He al-
leged that on February 27, the officer allotted 92 acres of
mineral rich gram panchayat land at Narot Jaimal Singh
at throwaway prices to a private individual before retiring
the very next day. Bajwa said he had written to the Punjab
Governor on August 11, 2023, seeking action in the
matter.The Congress leader then cited the ED’s July 7,
2026 searches at 16 locations linked to alleged illegal
mining. He alleged that two close political associates of a
serving minister had been arrested, nearly Rs 1.75 crore
in cash had been recovered and Rs 91.34 lakh in bank
deposits frozen. He named Shri Sai Stone Crusher and
Shiv Shankar Stone Crusher among the entities
searched.Reading out portions of the ED statement,
Bajwa said the agency had found that the individuals
and entities searched had “illegally excavated, pur-
chased, sold and transported sand and river-bed mate-
rial without proper authorisation and without paying due
taxes and royalty”. He said the ED was also investigating
the role of certain government officials suspected of fa-
cilitating illegal mining or failing to take preventive and
corrective measures, causing huge losses to the state
exchequer.Bajwa also referred to an ongoing public in-
terest litigation before the high court on mining in the
border districts of Pathankot and Gurdaspur. Quoting the
court’s observations, he said illegal mining across the
Ravi river was detrimental to national security

UN chief backs probe
 into PoK protest killings

 United Nations: United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres backs his human rights chief’s call for
an impartial inquiry into the killings of protesters in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), his Deputy Spokesperson
Farhan Haq said on Friday.Haq said that there should be
accountability if peaceful protesters were harmed.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker
Turk, has called for “prompt, thorough and impartial in-
vestigations into all deaths that have occurred due to the
unrest, both among protesters and members of security
forces” during the popular protests against election ir-
regularities in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Asked at his briefing about Turk’s statement last
month, Haq said, “The Secretary-General supports the
work of his High Commissioner, and we certainly hope

that the pleas made by Volker Turk will be listened to.”“It’s
important that all authorities everywhere allow for peace-
ful protest, and certainly that is the case here” in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir, the UN Chief’s Deputy Spokes-
person added.“If there have been people harmed for
engaging in peaceful protest, there needs to be account-
ability for that,” he added.

About 50 protesters have been killed in the recent
protests by the Joint Awami Action Committee (JAAC)
against Pakistan reserving seats for outsiders in the elec-
tions to the local legislature.The Human Rights office said,
“The Joint Awami Action Committee (JAAC) — a move-
ment behind the protests comprising traders, transport-
ers, students, lawyers, activists and others – has been
banned under anti-terrorism laws for allegedly threaten-
ing public order and security.”“Some of the group’s lead-
ers have subsequently been arrested. The criminalisation
of a civil society organisation and imposition of strict limi-
tations on gatherings raise serious concerns about in-
fringements on the rights to freedom of expression, peace-
ful assembly and association,” it said.Turk called for giv-
ing the detained JAAC leaders “access to legal repre-
sentation and their families” and said, “Their rights to due
process and fair trial must be fully guaranteed,” accord-
ing to his Spokesperson Jeremy Laurence.The Security
Council Resolution 40 from 1948 demands that Pakistan
withdraw its forces and citizens from the area it occupies.

Trump to approach US Supreme
Court over White House complex
Washington: US President Donald Trump said his

administration would immediately approach the US Su-
preme Court after an appellate court ruling against con-
tinued construction of a military and security complex at
the White House.Trump said two appellate judges had
voted against what he described as a “desperately
needed Military Center” required for the national security
of Washington and the country.“The decision has been
stayed, and does not take effect for a period of time. We
will be immediately appealing to the United States Su-
preme Court,” Trump said in a post on Truth Social.The
President cited a dissent by , Judge Neomi Rao, who
argued that the lower court had no jurisdiction because
the plaintiff lacked standing to halt construction.“This was
a blatant abuse of discretion,” Rao said, according to the
excerpts shared by Trump.“To begin with, the district court
had no jurisdiction because the Trust has no standing to
stop construction at the White House,” she said.Rao said
the balance of equities “overwhelmingly favours the gov-
ernment”. She accused the district court of placing “the
aesthetic displeasure of a single passerby” above the
government’s security concerns and the risks of leaving
an open construction site at the President’s home and
office.“The district court seized supervision of construc-
tion at the White House, and my colleagues affirm this
judicial overreach,” Rao said. “Because the injunction is
beyond the proper province of the federal courts, con-
struction should be allowed to continue.”Trump described
the ruling as politically motivated and unlawful. He said
the military and the Secret Service viewed it as a national
security threat because the complex was designed to

protect the country and future presidents.According to
Trump, the integrated project includes bomb shelters, a
hospital and medical facilities, top-secret military instal-
lations, protective partitioning and missile-resistant steel.
He said it would also include drone-proof ceilings and
roofs, military-grade ventilation and glass capable of re-
sisting bullets, ballistic impacts and blasts.“It is all tied
together as one big, expensive, and very complex unit,
which is vital for National Security and Military Opera-
tions of the United States of America!” Trump said.The
President argued that the ruling jeopardised White House
employees, future presidents and their families. He said
visiting heads of state, dignitaries and members of the
public could also be affected.Trump said the secure ball-
room was being built ahead of schedule and under bud-
get. He described it as a gift from himself and other pri-
vate supporters and said it would impose no cost on tax-
payers.“
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Mapping places where women hung
 out in Bengaluru’s Cantonment area

Scientists finally solve the
160-year-old problem of Mendel’s peas

The future is electric, once again
They are not just in the zeitgeist, but, increasingly, in

our everyday lives too, as we find them whizzing past on
the roads with green registration plates, making the fa-
miliar low-pitched humming sound. These are electric
vehicles – cars, bikes, scooters, hauling three-wheelers,
and even garbage collection carts.But you might be sur-
prised to know that this is not the first time electric ve-
hicles (EVs) have gained in popularity. They were quite
the rage more than 100 years ago in the early 1900s,
with EVs constituting over a third of all vehicles sold in
the United States. A timeline by the U.S. Department of
Energy (DoE) dates back the prototypes of the EVs to
developments in the 1820s with the invention of the elec-
tric motor by the Hungarian engineer Ányos István Jedlik
and other technological breakthroughs in the U.S., Neth-
erlands, and Hungary. The first form of an EV was a “crude
electric carriage” developed almost 200 years ago in
1832, by a Scotsman - Robert Anderson.

However renewed interest in EVs had to wait until
the widespread adoption of electricity across cities in the
U.S. and Western Europe in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. EVs began sprouting across the Atlantic dur-
ing this time. While William Morrison, an American chem-
ist created what was a “little more than an electric wagon”
in the 1890s, Ferdinand Porsche, who went on to form
the iconic German sports car company by the same name,
developed an electric car called the Egger-Lohner C.2
Phaeton in 1898. “The vehicle was powered by an oc-
tagonal electric motor, and with three to five PS it reached
a top speed of 25 km/h,” states an article on the company’s
website. Incidentally, Porche also designed the world’s
first petrol-electric hybrid in 1900. The production-ready
version of the vehicle was called the Mixte.There are simi-
larities in the reasons for the rise of EVs between now
and then — the initial internal combustion engines (ICE)
were noisy and polluting. They were difficult to drive, re-
quiring the operation of a manual crank to power them
on. Changing gears was not as smooth as they are to-
day. This is why the early EVs became especially popu-
lar with women. A January 20, 1911, a New York Times
article states, “Ever since the small electric runabouts
were introduced, about ten years ago, they have always
been popular with women. In the early days of motoring,
the little electrics were about the only kind of motor car a
woman could handle easily, as the early gasoline cars
required more strength to crank than most women pos-
sess.” The Times went on to say that “the designers of the
electric passenger carrying vehicles have made great
advances in the past few years, and these machines have
retained all their early popularity and are steadily grow-
ing in favour with both men and women.”

But three years before this article was published,
Henry Ford had introduced the mass-produced Model T.
By 1912, the petrol Model T car cost $650, while an elec-
tric sold for almost three times the price at $1,750. This
and the electric starter, which did away with the hand
crank, and the discovery of crude oil in Texas in the 1920s,
leading to petrol refill stations coming up across rural
Europe and America, pretty much put paid to the early
EVs by 1935.Some similarities between the rise of early
EVs and those on the roads now remain. EVs continue to
be easier to drive, and they do not pollute, while even the
cleanest of ICE vehicles emit particulate matter. More-
over, the correlation between vehicle emissions that con-
tribute to the formation of greenhouse gases, which in
turn leads to global warming, drove technological ad-
vancements in EVs., mainly to address what limited their
uptake in the early days – the inability to attain higher

speeds and the modest range of the battery motor, allow-
ing only for short trips within urban settings.According to
the Paris-based International Energy Agency (IEA), the
transport sector accounted for almost a quarter (23%) of
global energy-related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions,
making this sector the third biggest contributor to climate
change after energy and industries. Of this, 75% of emis-
sions were from road transport, and passenger cars alone
accounted for almost half, that is 45% of total transport
emissions in 2023. While aviation emissions were the
next big chunk, they were way behind road transport at
11%, shipping was at another 10% and rail constituted
the lowest at just 4%.

“Transport emissions grew at an annual average
rate of 1.7% from 1990 to 2022, faster than any other
end-use sector except for industry (which also grew at
around 1.7%). To get on track with the Net Zero Emis-
sions (NZE) by 2050 scenario, CO2 emissions from the
transport sector must fall by more than 3% per year to
2030,” wagered the IEA in its Tracking Transport 2024
report. The IEA also highlighted the soaring uptake of
ICE SUVs as an impediment to achieving the NZE goal,
accounting for 46% of global sales and almost a third
(31.4%) of total car emissions in 2022, compared with
just 8.5% in 2010.Aside from the now well-documented
detrimental health-related consequences from vehicular
pollution, many other reasons have propelled the resur-
gence in the popularity of EVs. Governments have intro-
duced policies in the past decade that have supported
the growth of the EV sector. In India, the government in-
troduced the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hy-
brid and Electric Vehicles, or FAME, in April 2015, with
an outlay of ?895 crore for five years. This allocation was
increased more than ten times to ?10,000 crore in the
policy’s second iteration, FAME 2, between 2019 and
2024. While the policy intended to provide capital sup-
port to encourage the creation of a manufacturing eco-
system for EVs, a substantial subsidy to the buyer of an
EV ended up being widely popular, leading to greater EV
uptake, with calls for a third iteration of the scheme.

Technological disruptionIt was a similar EV adop-
tion scheme that led to Tesla receiving a $460 million
loan from the U.S. DoE in 2010, that helped the then EV
start-up build its manufacturing facility in California. And
it was Telsa’s 2006 unveiling of a luxury electric sports
car – the Roadster, with a range between 320 km and
390 km on a single battery charge that led to a resur-
gence in EVs’ popularity. The Roadster addressed what
had come to be called “range anxiety” in common par-
lance. That is, the anxiety that one faces when they fear
becoming immobile as the battery drains out without the
facility to recharge on the go. The Roadster also had
better pick-up than any of its ICE rivals with a range of 0-
95 km in under four seconds.The COVID-19-induced crip-
pling of supply chains was another factor that helped
propel EVs’ popularity, with all forms of transport coming
to a grinding halt and global oil giants forced to stop pump-
ing out crude. Countries like India, which imports more
than 80% of its oil requirements took advantage of the
rock-bottom crude prices - $20 a barrel in April 2020 -
and stocked up its Strategic Petroleum Reserves and
expanded domestic storage capacities. But the realisation
that this disruption was a potential threat to energy secu-
rity was not lost on any nation and led to a spurt in EV
technology-related innovations globally.The past 10 years
have seen advancements in battery technology at break-
neck speed. These advancements have significantly ad-

dressed most of the limitations to EV adoption, such as
the distance one could travel on a single battery charge
known as energy density; the life cycle of a battery; its
charging speed, thermal stability, and most importantly,
cost. The technology that has emerged as the mainstay
now is Lithium Iron Phosphate (LFP), as it is cheaper,
safer and more thermally stable than the others in the
market.

While Telsa had a head start with the use of Japa-
nese electronics giant Panasonic-manufactured lithium-
ion cells for the Roadster in 2006, the company has
largely switched to LFP batteries in the past five years,
made by the Chinese behemoth CATL. Lithium-ion bat-
teries power our everyday gadgets such as phones,
laptops and earphones. They are mass-produced, cost-
effective, compact and durable, and largely offer thermal
stability, meaning the heat radiated while charging or
being used can be controlled. But LFP’s energy density,
and propulsion speed, which are valuable features in an
EV, have far outstripped Lithium-ion’s use case.Other
battery technologies include a combination of Nickel-Co-
balt-Manganese (NCM), or Nickel-Cobalt-Aluminium
(NCA) that have double the energy density of LFPs. How-
ever, they have a shorter lifecycle and are more prone to
overheating than LFPs. While NCMs can charge faster,
they are also twice as expensive as LFPs as the resources
required to make them are not as abundant. But NCM/
NCA batteries are being mass-produced by group com-
panies of the South Korean electronics giants Samsung
and LG.Aside from these battery technologies that are
widely in use, there is ongoing research on what are
called solid-state batteries that hold great promise on
several parameters and could potentially upend the EV
market, but it is still at the pilot stage. Panasonic and
Japanese automobile giant Toyota are leading the re-
search on these.Chinese dominanceThe two leading
companies that make proprietary LFP batteries world-
wide are both Chinese. Contemporary Amperex Tech-
nology Co. Ltd (CATL), and BYD – the EV behemoth that
outnumbered Tesla in global sales in the past year. Both
these firms have emerged not just as battery power-
houses, but energy technology giants, leading research
and innovation in material, grid-scale energy storage
systems, battery swapping, recycling and second-life
applications, and have heavily invested in lithium mining
and refining.Recently, BYD revealed its Super E-platform
charging facility that can charge an EV battery in five
minutes to achieve a 470-km range. This pits EVs in di-
rect competition with gasoline vehicles and could aid in
widening BYD’s market share lead against Tesla. Auto
trend trackers report Tesla sold 1.78 million units world-
wide giving it a 10.3% market share in 2024, while BYD
had more than double that at 22.2%, with 3.84 million
units sold in the same period.These innovations have
led China to become an EV battery manufacturing pow-
erhouse. In a research paper published in early March,
the IEA states that “over 70% of all EV batteries ever
manufactured were produced in China, creating exten-
sive manufacturing know-how.” China has not only cap-
tured the overwhelming chunk of the EV battery market
share, but its vertically integrated manufacturing ecosys-
tem means that it also controls 70-90% of the value chain
of EV batteries, which include mining and refining.The
high levels of investments in refining and mining in the
past five years have led to an overcapacity of critical min-
erals. The global supply of cobalt, nickel and lithium ex-
ceeded demand by 6.5%, 8% and 10% respectively in

2023. This also led to a steep decline in battery prices. In
2024, the EV’s most expensive component, the battery,
roughly cost $100/kWh compared with $1200/kWh in
2010. This has begun making EVs cheaper than ICE ve-
hicles across China, and this cost arbitrage is being
passed on globally, as EV makers worldwide adapt Chi-
nese-made LFP batteries. CATL alone holds about 38%,
of the global EV battery market share, while BYD holds
another 17%.It would be no exaggeration to state that
China has been singularly responsible for ushering in an
EV revolution in the automobile industry in the past five
years, leading to global penetration of electric cars rising
from 4% in 2020 to 18% in 2023, with sales crossing
about 17 million in 2024 - a 25% rise from 14 million sold
in the previous year. Of the 17 million, China alone ac-
counted for the sale of 10.1 million electric cars, followed
by Europe with 3.4 million, the U.S. with 1.7 million, and
the rest of the world accounting for the remainder.While
Norway leads EV deployment with electric car sales reach-
ing 93% in 2023, the China Passenger Car Association
noted that EVs and hybrids crossed 50% of all vehicle
sales for the first time in July 2024. Electric cars in India,
on the other hand, accounted for only 2% of total sales,
despite hatchback and sedan versions of EVs offered by
Tata Motors and MG being priced competitively compared
with ICE variations. This is largely influenced by range
anxiety and the consumer’s desire to see charging infra-
structure expansion on the ground.

India’s positionHowever, electric two-and-three-
wheelers (e2w and e3w) have witnessed significant
growth in India, with 1.2 million e2w sold in 2024, ac-
counting for 60% total EV sales and representing a 30%
year-on-year (YoY) growth from 2023. E3Ws which largely
encompass commercial vehicles have witnessed even
more impressive growth with the Society for Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers reporting an 18% YoY from 2023,
to reach a market share that has crossed the half-way
mark at 54.3% in 2024.India’s EV policy emphasises the
electrification of public transport and mobility, as passen-
ger car sales do not yet constitute the per capita volumes
witnessed in industrialised countries including China.At
the Bharat Mobility Global Expo held in Delhi in January
this year, almost a third of more than 90 models unveiled
were EVs, ranging from luxury e-SUVs to e-trucks, and
even electric ambulances. Not surprisingly, e-SUVs were
showstoppers, led by Chinese brands BYD’s Sealion 7
and its rival MG Motor’s Cyberster.There was a frenzy of
legacy automakers wanting to rush in with their EV offer-
ings. The late entrant Maruti Suzuki unveiled e-Vitara
and Hyundai released Creta Electric, its e-version of the
popular SUV Creta. Speaking to reporters, MSIL’s MD
and CEO Hisachi Takeuchi emphasised, the ‘newness’
of the e-Vitara.

In 1856, an Austrian monk named Gregor Johann
Mendel began experimenting on pea plants to under-
stand how traits are passed on from parent to offspring.
He worked diligently for eight years, experimenting on
more than 10,000 plants, before presenting his results in
a meeting of the Brunn Natural History Society in 1865.His
work was published the following year in a small journal
of the society called Proceedings of the Natural History
Society of Brno. His findings received very little attention
at the time. Mendel died in 1884, unaware that his work
would go on to become the foundation of the field of
genetics.Crossing plants

In 1900, 16 years after Mendel’s death, three scien-
tists — Hugo de Vries, Carl Correns, and Erich von
Tschermak — independently rediscovered his work. They
realised that Mendel had answered the question of
whether some traits of the parents are passed on to their
offspring more frequently than others.Mendel had stud-
ied the inheritance patterns of seven traits in pea plants,
each with two clearly distinguishable forms. For example,
one of the traits he examined was seed shape, where the
seeds were either round or wrinkled. Mendel observed
that when he crossed plants with opposing traits, one
form would consistently dominate the other. That is, cross-
ing plants with round seeds and those with wrinkled seeds
always produced first-generation offspring with round
seeds.Interestingly, when two such first-generation plants
were crossed, the wrinkled form reappeared, though at a
much lower frequency. Mendel found that the ratio of
round to wrinkled seeds in this second generation was
consistently around 3:1. For reasons unknown at the time,
the round form appeared to “dominate” the wrinkled form,
and this same pattern held true for all seven traits he
studied, the remaining six being: seed colour (yellow or
green), flower colour (purple or white), pod shape (in-
flated or constricted), pod colour (green or yellow), flower
position (along the stem or at the end), and plant height
(tall or short).Predictability of inheritance

Mendel’s observations became the basis for under-
standing how traits are inherited through discrete units of
heredity, which we now call genes.Scientists later realised
that for each trait, an organism carries two versions of a
gene, one inherited from each parent. These versions,
known as alleles, can differ in their effect on the offspring’s
appearance. In many cases, one allele masks the effect
of the other, explaining why only one form of the trait
appeared in first-generation plants.This work provided
the first clear evidence that inheritance follows predict-
able patterns — an insight that eventually led to the de-
velopment of the chromosome theory of inheritance, the
identification of genes as specific units on chromosomes,
and paved the way for the emergence of modern
genetics.However, the original question of what genetic
differences gave rise to the two forms of each of the seven
traits Mendel studied remained unanswered for a long
time. Although efforts to identify the genetic locations in-
volved had begun to make progress by 1917, it took the
scientific community another 108 years to fully under-

stand why Mendel observed what he did.
A paper published in Nature on April 23, has now

identified the genetic factors responsible for the final three
traits, that had remained unresolved, while also uncover-
ing additional alleles involved in the four traits that were
previously characterised.The team achieved this by se-
lecting more than 697 well-characterised variants of the
pea plant and sequencing the total DNA content of all
these plants using a technique called next-generation
sequencing. This resulted in almost 60 terabases of DNA
sequence information. That’s the equivalent of nearly 14
billion pages of text, or a stack of A4 sheets stretching
700 km into the sky.The answer to the problem of Mendel’s
traits was buried within this colossal mountain of
information.Opening new doorsThe authors of the study
analysed this data to create a comprehensive map so
that they could begin searching for patterns. This revealed
several interesting findings.

First, while it is well accepted that the genus Pisum,
to which the pea plant belongs, has four species, geneti-
cally they appear to form eight groups. The four species
are spread across these groups due to multiple crosses
and admixtures between them, revealing that the plants
have a more complex population structure than previ-
ously recognised.Second, while four of Mendel’s seven
traits — viz. seed shape, seed colour, plant height, and
flower colour — were well characterised, the team iden-
tified additional allelic variants that contribute to the ob-
served traits. For instance, the team found a new variant
that, when present in white-flowered plants, causes them
to produce purple flowers again, showing that the ge-
netic picture is more complex than Mendel originally
observed.Third, they identified genes that are involved in
the remaining three traits — pod colour, pod shape, and
flower position — that remained uncharacterised until
now. Specifically, they found that a deletion of a segment
of DNA present before a gene called ChlG disrupts the
synthesis of chlorophyll, the pigment that gives plants
their green colour, resulting in the yellow pods. Changes
near the MYB gene and changes in the CLE-peptide-
encoding genes together resulted in the constricted pod
trait. And a small deletion in the DNA containing the CIK-
like-coreceptor-kinase gene, along with the presence of
another DNA segment called a modifier locus, was asso-
ciated with the flowers appearing at the end of the stem.

It was while reading historian and writer Janaki Nair’s
book, The Promise of the Metropolis: Bangalore’s Twen-
tieth Century, that Nikhita Thomas first encountered an
interesting expression: kineticization, “a phenomenon in
the 80s and early 90s where there was an increased
presence of women in the public sphere due to the popu-
larity of the Kinetic Honda.”But the Bengaluru-based
writer and teacher, an assistant professor at St. Joseph’s
University, did not just stumble upon Nair’s term
serendipitously. “I was initially reading Mobile Girls
Koottam: Working Women Speak by Madhumita Dutta,
and was talking to my dean, Dr. Arul Mani, about the
book,” she says. “It was he who suggested I read Janaki
Nair.”

The growing participation of women in public life got
her thinking about how the phenomenon of just hanging
out transpires for women, says Nikhita, who, along with
Pranav V.S., has embarked on a project to map places
where women hung out in the city’s Cantonment area
between 1984 and 1994. “The idea was to talk to women
who lived, studied and worked in Bengaluru Cantonment
during the 80s and the 90s,” she says. “We picked this
specific period because of the “kineticization” that Janaki
Nair talks about and because this was a period of rapid
change in the country, including two waves of
liberalisation.”This project, supported by the India Foun-
dation for the Arts (IFA) under its Neighbourhood En-
gagements of Project 560, “seeks to explore the spatial
relationships women have with the cities and
neighbourhoods they call home,” states the IFA website,
adding that Nikhita’s and Pranav’s research engages with
the following questions: When are women rendered in-
visible, and when are they on display in the city? How
does the purpose of their movement through the city get
women tossed between obscurity/safety, and visibility/
danger? And how can spaces designated for one kind of
interaction be persuaded to house other exchanges, given
the spatial practices of women?Nikhita first applied for
an IFA grant in 2023, wanting to look at student migrants
in the city and the spaces they occupied, “specifically to
go into their hostel or PG rooms and draw from that,” she
says. While she cleared the first round of the grant, she
didn’t make it to the final round, “but they encouraged me
to apply again.”In July 2024, Pranav, too, joined the En-
glish Department at St. Joseph’s University. They were in
conversation with Dr. Mani, she says, who encouraged
them to apply for the grant together this time. “We were

bouncing ideas off each other, with Pranav initially sug-
gesting we do something about the lakes that used to
exist in Bengaluru,” she says.Dr. Mani, however, was not
enthusiastic about this idea, recalls Nikhita, who, around
the same time, was also reading the Janaki Nair book.
There was also a movie that both of them liked, Brahman
Naman, “a movie about the quizzing culture in Banga-
lore with mostly boys who loiter about the city,” she says.
“It is a super movie, but it left us wondering: Where are all
the women?”

That was the starting question for the project, which
involved the duo interviewing about 15 women who had
lived, worked or studied in the city between 1984 and
1994 to understand their relationship with the Canton-
ment. “A lot of people thought we were looking to hear
about famous spots in Bengaluru that no longer exist, but
we are actually also curious about pockets of the city that
no one’s ever heard of,” she says.Memories and
moreTake, for instance, the memory of a participant who
used to go to an all-women’s gym. “At the end of the gym
session, the girls would gather outside the Hosur Road
Cemetery for a smoke,” she says, pointing out that it wasn’t
a famous hangout spot but just “one corner of the road
where nobody stared at them.” She also mentions a con-
versation with someone who had brought her husband,
then boyfriend, home to meet her parents. “The place
where they hung out was a swing in her parents’ back-
yard, and that’s still there…somewhere in Victoria Lay-
out,” she says.Another participant whose stories en-
thralled them was the accounts of the journalist and nov-
elist C.K. Meena, who had moved to Bengaluru from
Kerala for her master’s degree. “She just owns the city
like nobody else I’ve met. You cannot tell that she has
lived anywhere else but here,” says Nikhita, recalling the
plethora of experiences that Meena shared with them.
These include accounts of working with the City Tab – a
weekly Bengaluru newspaper – living alone in the ga-
rage of someone’s house, which had a makeshift en-
trance and windows she curtained with an old Mysore
silk saree that her editor’s wife donated, eating at Hotel
Shyamprakash, a restaurant on Infantry Road, which of-
fered cheap food, stale beer and live music and of lug-
ging a typewriter about the city, the way someone today
carries a laptop. “We were very excited about hearing
stories like that,” she says.All these stories will come to-
gether into a co-created art essay book, which will be
showcased at 1ShanthiRoad Gallery/Studio on June 14
and 15. “The idea was for us to create a sort of heritage
walk through this book,” says Pranav. Elaborating on the
nature of the final product, which will consist of illustra-
tions and anecdotes running through the text, they say,
“When you read this, it should feel like you are going
through these neighbourhoods.”While Nikhita and
Pranav are still finalising the text and illustrations that will
go into this book, they have also been actively engaging
with the community, part of the mandate of Project 560,
through a series of quizzes. “Both of us are quizzers who
have been part of the college quiz club,” says Pranav.
“So, we thought this was one of our strengths, and we
can work from there.”
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HCA Under-19 selection matches: Five
centuries highlight Hyderabad games

Hyderabad: Centuries by Shaik Rehaan Roshan
(107, 108b, 8×4, 5×6), his fourth consecutive ton this sea-
son for Team F; Ahaan Satwalekar (108, 124b, 16×4, 1×6)
for Team C; M. Hansin Reddy (105, 84b, 12×4, 2×6) for
Team B; D. Janmesh Singh (126, 57b, 12×4, 10×6) for
Team H; and B. Hisanth P. Charan (100, 94b, 15×4, 3×6),
along with a fine spell by G. Aryan Reddy (7/47), were
some of the highlights of the HCA men’s Under-19 one-
day selection matches here on Monday.Team F 334 in
49.5 overs (Shaik Rehaan Roshan 107, Harsh Gandra
85, Ujjwal Yadav 35, Ved Reddy A 38; Umadi Atharv 3/
60, Bhukya Ganesh 3/78) bt Team E 165 in 37.1 overs (B.
Mohit Sai 56, Aryan Reddy K 33, M. Navtej 44, SM Hussain
Sayeed 3/33).

Team A 224 in 43.4 overs (Yoginath Uppari 84, N.
Nitesh Naik 33, Nakka Ritesh 3/44, G. Aryan Reddy 7/47)
bt Team C 194 in 48.1 overs (Arhaan Satwalkar 108, M.
Charan Kumar Reddy 3/29).Team D 253 in 44 overs (P.
Advith Reddy 39, Lokesh Myka 52, Aditya Vardhan 68,
Yashveer Goud 4/33) lost to Team B 254/5 in 37.3 overs
(M. Hansin Reddy 105, P. Srinivasa Manikanta 30, Sai
Devesh Javaji 47, M. Rajiv Reddy 31 not out).

Team I 252 in 46.3 overs (P. Charan Teja 45, Mote
Midun 44, T. Deekshith 41, P. Varun 4/48) bt Team G 90 in
19.5 overs (Mohd Sohail 3/43, M. Durya Ujwal 3/5).Team
H 347 in 46.4 overs (D. Janmesh Singh 126, Rithvik Goud
68, Pranay Aheer 34, B. Hishanth P. Charan 4/58) bt Team
J 219 in 39 overs (K. Yogendhar Reddy 38, B. Hisanth P.
Charan 100).Team L 149/8 in 20 overs (Jashwanth Mote
52) bt Team K 145/6 in 20 overs (P. Sai Ram 36, K. Sai
Nehal 39 not out, Naman Choudhary 32).HCA under-16
inter-schools and colleges knock-out tournament:Track

Live ScoresAdilabad Dist-1 147 in 36 overs (Yash Raj
Singh 34, Ruhaan Verma 3/16) lost to The HPS-Begumpet
147/2 in 21.5 overs (Aaryan Partani 41 not out, Ruhaan
Verma 57 not out).

Gowtham Model School-Chandanagar 277/6 in 49
overs (Monishwar Reddy 137, Tanish B 43) bt
Mahbubnagar Dist-1 97 in 29.5 overs (S. Sai Varun Naik
30, Sai Nitish Reddy 4/16).Delhi Public School-Miyapur
78 in 26.5 overs (Nurhaan 5/13, Adersh Kumar 4/24) lost
to Gowtham Model School-West Marredpally 79/0 in 9.5
overs (G. Sai Vaibhav 51 not out).

The HPS Ramanthapur 306/6 in 37 overs (G. Vishnu
91, Yadhu 59, Srikar Avaneesh 61, Lalith Yashwanth 3/
59) bt Pragathi Central School 60 in 15.4 overs (K. Vihaan
3/12).Pallavi Model School-Alwal 331/4 in 50 overs (M.
Chiranjeevi 151 not out, B. Amarnadh 52, Rudra Rao 67)
bt Suchitra Academy International School 219 in 31.3 overs
(Peddi Vivaan Reddy 113, Tanush S 30, Siva Rama Ashrit
37, P. Aarush 5/36).Johnson Grammer School-Mallapur
190 in 43 overs (Hanuveer Reddy Y 73) bt Pallavi Inter-
national School-Gandipet 156 in 30.5 overs (Shaunak
Sharma 33, D. Vihaan Reddy 34, Y. Hanuveer Reddy 4/
30).

JRS International School-Nampally 306/3 in 40 overs
(P. Adhrit Reddy 150 not out, Shivasai P 63, Shaik Mohd
Abdul Azeez 47) bt Vijaya High School-Kapra 45 in 12.1
overs (K. Nikhil Reddy 6/12).Akshara International School-
LB Nagar 297/9 in 48 overs (Rishith N. Gujjari 107, Nakul
Pokar 68, V. Hari Haran Reddy 32, L. Charan 5/54) bt
Slate The School-Karmanghat 99 in 27.2 overs (T. Harsha
Vardhan 35, Nakul Pokar 6/11).Bhavishya School-
Hasthinapuram 184 in 44.2 overs (K. Akshay Ram 60, S.
Sathwik 3/26) lost to Sage School-Medipally 185/1 in 17.4
overs (D. Aarav 114).Khammam Dist-1 443/4 in 34 overs
(G. Prasanna Kumar 162, J. Dheeraj Sai 60, A. Sai Saketh
72, CH Chaitanya 116 not out) bt Oasis School-Ranga
Reddy 44 all out in 11.2 overs (A. Dwipad Naik 5/27, Ujwal
Ganesh 5/42).Delhi Public School-Khajaguda 144 in 24.1
overs (Vivansh Rao 3/18) bt Neelkanth Vidyapeeth R
School 80 in 20.4 overs (Dhruv Bharadwaj 3/11, Naman
Sai 3/13).Slate The School-Ameerpet 72 in 23.2 overs
(Thakur Paras Singh 4/14, S. Thaman 3/12) lost to
Oakridge Int School-Gachibowli 77/1 in 8.2 overs (K. Rithik
Goud 39 not out).BMRS Grammer H School 63 all out in
14.4 overs (Sanjay 4/25) lost to St Peter’s H School-
Bowenpally 64/1 in 4.2 overs.Oakridge Int School-
Bachupally 83 in 22.3 overs (M. Venkata Abhinav 30, N.
Sai Anurag Rathod 6/15) lost to Delhi Public School-
Nadergul 84/3 in 10.5 overs (N. Sai Anurag Rathod 37
not out).Meluha School-Gandipet 142 in 36.2 overs (P.
Krishna Chandu 36 not out, Sanath Kasat 3/45) bt Slate
The School-Himayathnagar 70 in 21.4 overs (G. Karthik
6/7).St Marks HS Tandur 49 in 14.4 overs (B. Srinadh
Goud 3/9) lost to Gowtham Model School-Ameerpet 51/1
in 6 overs.Javokhir Sindarov earns Magnus

Carlsen’s respect before Gukesh clash
Javokhir Sindarov has been turning heads all year.

The latest to be impressed? Magnus Carlsen.Despite his
team’s crushing 15-3 defeat at the hands of Alpine APL
Pipers at the 2026 Global Chess League, the Uzbek chal-
lenger earned rare praise from the Norwegian great after
holding him to a solid draw on the Icon board.Sindarov
didn’t allow Carlsen to make any inroads. “Sindarov was
very good. He has a very good positional understanding,
and he certainly put a lot of pressure on me early in the
game,” Carlsen said after the match.Three of Sindarov’s
teammates lost with white pieces, leaving him stranded
on the top board. Carlsen called Sindarov a well-rounded
player with no apparent weaknesses.“I think he had more
draw options that he didn’t go for, because his team des-
perately needed him to win. And I think he understood
that and because of that he was putting himself in a diffi-
cult position. Overall, he’s very well rounded, doesn’t have
any obvious weaknesses,” Carlsen said.Carlsen hasn’t
had the best of starts on the individual front by his stan-
dards at GCL 4, even though his team, defending cham-
pion Pipers, are cruising. They lead the points table with
nine points from three wins in four games.Magnus Carlsen
in action for Alpine Pipers during GCL 2026. (GCL) Magnus
Carlsen in action for Alpine Pipers during GCL 2026.
(GCL)“It has been a little bit underwhelming. But the team
is doing fantastic; as long as they are doing well, I’m
happy,” the legend said.

Carlsen came to the GCL on the back of a dominant
win at the Esports World Cup in Paris, where he didn’t
lose a single game. In the GCL too, he is yet to lose, but
there have been multiple occasions when he seemed
under pressure. His mastery, however, has allowed him
to wriggle out of difficult situations, with one win and three
draws to his name.Analysing his game against Sindarov,
Carlsen said: “I was quite happy with the way I navigated
the early-middle game, but it took a little bit too much time.
Towards the end, it was very shaky. I changed the rhythm
from more or less trying to think to just blitz. So that part
has been a little bit difficult so far.”Carlsen played an odd
move, 3. f6, in the opening against Sindarov, which looked
like a mistake or a deep tactical line for the longest time.
He revealed the idea came from a misclick from his coach
during training, but they used it to good effect.“It was origi-

nally from my coach, it was a misclick. And then he started
looking at it and I like the general idea of taking a random
move in the opening. With computer analysis, you can
make pretty much anything work,” he explained.Magnus
Carlsen's Pipers thrashed Javokhir Sindarov's Gambits
15-3 to lay down a marker.Magnus Carlsen’s Pipers
thrashed Javokhir Sindarov’s Gambits 15-3 to lay down a
marker. Carlsen flagged Viswanathan Anand in the clash
between Pipers and PBG Alaskan Knights. Anand held a
slight advantage in the opening, but Carlsen used his
clock well to put pressure back in the middle and endgame,
eventually winning after Anand ran out of time.When asked
about the game with the Indian legend, he said: “I felt like
I was outplaying a little bit in the middle game. Was pretty
happy with the position from the opening and then later
on. And then, again, I was a little bit shaky with little time,
and I think for a period there he was defending very well,
not making it any worse. And then I just obviously re-
signed myself to a draw, and then I randomly glanced at
his clock and saw that it was out. That’s how it goes
sometimes.”Ian Nepomniachtchi had Carlsen in a
stranglehold for the majority of their game but failed to
convert the winning endgame. Carlsen credited his luck
for wriggling out of the position. “It was very tough. I kind of
almost got what I wanted from the opening, but I mis-
judged something later, and he completely outplayed me.
It was certainly a combination of luck and skill to get out of
that one, because you don’t do that without any help.”

‘If you heard full interview…’: Umar
Gul defends blaming cold weather for

Pakistan’s Headingley Test loss

 Former Pakistan fast bowler Umar Gul has defended
his comments after Pakistan’s defeat to England in the
first Test at Headingley, in which he blamed cold weather
for the performance of the side’s fast bowlers. Gul, who as
assistant coach was among the casualties of Pakistan
Cricket Board’s extraordinary purge after they lost the
second Test at Lord’s, has now defended those comments,
which reportedly became a reason for his sacking, after it
was slammed by the team’s former head coach Jason
Gillespie.

Gul’s reaction came in a post on X that he made in

reply to a clip from the podcast Fast Bowling Cartel that is
hosted by former Australia fast bowlers Gillespie, Damien
Fleming and Glenn McGrath. Gillespie read out Gul’s com-
ments before saying: “Give me a spell, Umar. Not sur-
prised you’re not bowling coach anymore, champ. How
ridiculous is that?” Gillespie said amid laughter from
Fleming and McGrath.

“I wasn’t making excuses for the weather,” said Gul
in his reply. “If you heard the full interview, I clearly men-
tioned that the conditions were cold and I felt our bowlers
looked a bit stiff, which affected their ability to execute
their bowling plans properly.”Gul further said that he was
sure that the pacers would acclimatise better in time for
the second Test in Lord’s and said that, according to him,
they did put up a better show. “I’m sure they’ll acclimatise
to the conditions before the Lord’s Test and perform much
better. And if you watched the match closely, our bowlers
actually did a good job in the conditions,” he said.

Gul was assistant coach to Sarfaraz Ahmed and both
were sacked, along with an incredible seven players.
Among them were senior pros Imam-ul-Haq, who faced
accusations of faking an injury during the Lord’s Test,
Mohammad Rizwan and Salman Ali Agha, who captained
Pakistan in the first Test.

Akram says he misses mentor Imran Khan:
 ‘I haven’t spoken to him for 3 years’

Wasim Akram recently spoke out in an interview, urg-
ing the authorities to ensure that former Pakistan captain
Imran Khan receives proper medical care. Back in Febru-
ary, Akram was one of the first Pakistan players, former or
current, who talked about about Imran’s situation, appeal-
ing to the Pakistan authorities to see to it that Khan ‘re-
ceives the best possible medical care.’The 73-year-old
Imran has been lodged at Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi since
2023 after being convicted in corruption cases. His con-
tinued detention and reported health concerns have trig-
gered criticism from his family and several former interna-
tional cricketers.“Imran Khan was my mentor. He’s my
friend, I miss him a lot. I haven’t spoken to him for three
years. “It’s so unfortunate, politically, what’s happening
with him. The court of law is the court of law. But as far as
his health is concerned, there can be no compromise on
that,” Akram said in an interview with The Athletic.

Recently, after Imran’s sons, Kasim and Sulaiman,
confided their concerns about their imprisoned father’s
health in Pakistan’s notorious Adiala jail, in a Sky Sports
interview with Mike Atherton, the Pakistan Cricket Board
deliberated on not taking the field during the second Test
against England at Lord’s.The PCB, whose head, Mohsin
Naqvi, is also Pakistan’s minister of interior affairs, had
requested the broadcasters not to air the interview, but

the broadcasters went ahead with it, even if slightly de-
layed. They later lodged a formal complaint with Sky
Sports.Akram also talked about what the situation was
like in Pakistan after the interview aired, also adding that
he can talk about the situation without getting too into the
political and legal side of the issue.“There was a bit of
uproar here after that. I then read that the Pakistani gov-
ernment came up with how many visits he (Imran) has
had, with all the numbers included, with all the phone
calls he has had. But, you know, it’s difficult to believe,
and hard to know what to believe right now,” Akram
said.“I’m OK. As long as I don’t get too into the politics or
the legal side of things I can speak my mind, nobody will
tell me what to do. I’m talking to you now, I’m speaking my
mind and this is what’s on my mind. I don’t want to get
involved in politics, I’m not a politician,” he added.Akram
enjoyed some of the defining moments of his illustrious
career under Khan’s captaincy. He was a key figure in
Pakistan’s 1992 World Cup triumph, consistently deliver-
ing pace, swing, and crucial breakthroughs in pressure
situations. Under Khan, Akram developed into a strike
bowler capable of turning matches single-handedly, pro-
ducing match-winning spells against Australia, India, and
the West Indies. Beyond statistics, he has praised Khan’s
motivational leadership for fostering a fearless approach
that helped Pakistan dominate both home and overseas
conditions during the late 1980s and early 1990s.Last
month, 21 former captains, including Kapil Dev, Sunil
Gavaskar and Dilip Vengsarkar, had written to Pakistan
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif about taking steps to im-
prove Khan’s health.“There’s a movement in England and
elsewhere (to improve Imran’s conditions) but here (in
Pakistan)? I’m not so sure. But… I’m speaking from the
heart as someone who is worried about him as a person.
Convicted or not convicted. Jail or no jail. We need to
safeguard his health. We don’t know what’s happening,
the government are saying his health apparently is fine.
But I’m worried. I miss him a lot,” Akram said.

Root on Kevin Pietersen’s return to
England setup: ‘Got a huge amount of energy’

England Test captain Joe Root believed Kevin
Pietersen’s return to the national set-up could prove hugely
beneficial to the team, recalling how the former captain
helped him improve his game against spin during the
early stages of his international career.Pietersen was
appointed specialist mentor of England’s white-ball sides
on Monday in the build-up to next year’s ODI World Cup
in South Africa, and Root is among the few members of
the current England set-up to have shared a dressing
room with him.

The pair played together during the early stages of
Root’s international career, including on England’s tour
of India in 2012, when the Yorkshire batsman made his
Test debut in Nagpur. Root recalled closely observing
Pietersen during that tour and seeking his advice on bat-
ting against spin.“Probably the last player to have played
with him still going. I really enjoyed him as a senior player
coming into the team. He was someone I would be shad-
owing all the time. That first tour of India, in particular, I
would try and buddy up in the nets, watch how he prac-
tised, watch how he did things, ask him for advice, and he
was really open, really honest, very helpful, in terms of
how to get the best out of my game against spin. If he can
offer that kind of stuff in a coaching capacity, as he did as
a senior player, then I think it is really going to benefit us
as a group. Really excited to work with him and get him in
the environment,” Root told reporters on Tuesday.

Pietersen was one of England’s leading batsmen
during his nine-year international career and played 104
Tests, 136 ODIs and 37 T20Is. His international career
came to an acrimonious end in 2014, but he has remained
closely involved with the game through broadcasting and
coaching and mentoring roles.His return also comes after
Pietersen had been publicly critical of England on sev-
eral occasions, including over their preparation. Root,
however, believed Pietersen’s willingness to express his

views is precisely what could make him valuable within
the set-up.“You want people to give their honest opinion.
Why would you get him involved if you didn’t want him to
tell you what you think? He’s very knowledgeable. He’s
got a very good understanding of batting, in particular,
and he’s got a huge amount of energy. I think he is going
to be great for the group. I am looking forward to getting
him involved,” Root said.Meanwhile, England head into
the final Test against Pakistan amid considerable turmoil
in the opposition camp, following a series of changes to
their squad and coaching set-up. Root said England were
not allowing the developments surrounding Pakistan to
distract them from their own preparations.“We are just look-
ing after ourselves, to be honest. Trying to get across to
the guys that have come into the squad, make sure that
they are ready for how they are likely to play, how we can
counter that both with bat and ball and look after our own
house,” Root said.“We have had enough to deal with our-
selves over the last little while. So just keep preparing
well, making sure that we are fresh, ready to go, and we
take that confidence forward in the next five days.”

 Jyothi Surekha Vennam
ready for fourth Games challenge
Mumbai: Having won a medal at each of her three

previous appearances at the Asian Games, star com-
pound archer Jyothi Surekha Vennam will head into the
2026 Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, with plenty of
confidence and a different set of challenges.It will be her
fourth consecutive Asian Games, bringing familiar terri-
tory in some ways and a new challenge in others. The 30-
year-old compound archer, who has won three gold, one
silver and one bronze medal at the Asian Games so far,
will now be part of a new Indian women’s team that is still
finding its rhythm together.

With the Games as the priority this year, Jyothi’s prepa-
ration has centred on getting every detail right, both with
her equipment and herself.“We are working really hard,
preparing ourselves, making sure that everything is good,
whether it’s our equipment or ourselves, and working to-
wards it,” she said.Archery may not appear as physically
strenuous as some other sports, but the demands of the
sport extend well beyond the physical. For Jyothi, the chal-
lenge becomes clearer once someone actually picks up
the equipment, where technique, control and mental

strength come together to execute a shot.“Not only ar-
chery, like any sport, when someone is playing, it seems
really easy, and we can also just do it. But it’s not the case;
like every sport has its own things, like some techniques
and all. That’s what I believe. And once you start training
or once you start, you know, using the equipment and all,
then you get to know like how hard it is,” she explained.For
an archer heading into her fourth Asian Games, that men-
tal strength also means not getting weighed down by what
has come before. Despite winning a medal at every Asian
Games she has competed in, Jyothi says her focus re-
mains on the competitions ahead.“Right now I’m just fo-
cused on giving my best at the Games rather than think-
ing about any other things.”For Jyothi, the women’s team
brings a new dynamic this time around. The squad has
already had two opportunities to compete together at the
World Cup stages, and those outings have helped the
athletes get used to one another and build confidence as
a team.“Coming to the team, it’s a new team for us be-
cause this is the first time that we got to play as a team,
especially for the women’s team, I would like to say.

India U19 replaces
Rohit Yadav over age issue

 Hyderabad: The Junior Cricket Committee has
named Saurashtra Cricket Association’s Aryan Savsani
as Rohit Yadav’s replacement in India U19’s One-Day
squad, while Haryana Cricket Association’s Tanmay
Baloda has been named as his replacement in the Multi-
Day squad. Book Walking ToursRohit, who was named in
India’s U19 squads for the upcoming fixtures against Aus-
tralia U19 at Rajkot and Ahmedabad, has been withdrawn
from the squad due to age-related discrepancies. India
U19’s updated squad for One-Day matches: Lakshya
Raichandani (C), Yashbardhan Chauhan (VC), Rajat
Baghel (WK), Aaryavir Sehwag, V.K. Vineet, Kushagra
Ojha, Arjun Rajput, Manal Chauhan, Anvay Dravid (WK),
V. Yashveer, Shavin Vinodh, Mohit Ulva, Chigurupati
Venkata, Kavya Patel, Aryan Savsani Send Money
OverseasIndia U19’s updated squad for Multi-Day fixtures:
Yashbardhan Chauhan (C), Lakshya Raichandani (VC),
Sagar Virk, Kushagra Ojha, Manal Chauhan, Kush Patel,
Manav Krishna (WK), Abhipray Biswas (WK), Ishan Om,
Ayaan Akram, Pranav Ragavendra, Priyanshu Singh,
Mohit Ulva, Aryan Yadav, Tanmay Baloda.
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‘Shaque’, led by Parineeti Chopra, to
release on Netflix on September 24

New Delhi: “Shaque: Trust No One”, featuring actor
Parineeti Chopra, is set to release on Netflix on Septem-
ber 24.The project is directed by Rensil D’Silva and is
produced by Alchemy Films. It is created by D’Silva and

Siddharth P Malhotra and also serves as the series debut
for the actor.Chopra shared the news with a post on her
Instagram handle on Monday, which featured the poster
of the series with the release date over it.“Shaque ki sui
chal padi hai, tareekh nazdeek aa rahi hai. Watch
‘Shaque’, out 24 Sept, only on Netflix,” read the caption.

“Shaque’ is a thriller built on uncertainty. What ex-
cited me was the opportunity to tell a suspenseful story
through the deeply emotional journey of a mother who
has spent nine years refusing to give up. I’ve been fortu-
nate to collaborate with Netflix on this bold, deeply emo-
tional and layered story,” D’Silva said in a
statement.“Shaque” also features Jennifer Winget, Tahir
Raj Bhasin, and Sumeet Vyas and revolves around a
mother’s nine-year search for her missing child.Chopra
last featured in Imtiaz Ali’s “Amar Singh Chamkila”, which
released in 2024 and also starred Diljit Dosanjh along-
side the actor. She essayed the role of Amarjot Kaur in the
film.

PM Modi Vadodara event gets
42,000-plus waiting list on BookMyShow
Vadodara: In a first, public participation for Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s programme in Vadodara on
Tuesday was opened for free registration through the
BookMyShow event ticketing platform, with all seats
booked within an hour.Modi will lay foundation stones,
inaugurate and dedicate to the nation development
projects worth more than Rs 35,000 crore in the Gujarat
city. He will also address a gathering.In a first-of-its-kind
initiative, public participation for Tuesday’s prime minis-
terial programme was opened for free registration through
BookMyShow, with the Vadodara Municipal Corporation
(VMC) using the private digital platform to manage regis-
trations, officials said on Monday.The response was over-
whelming, with all seats booked within an hour of regis-
tration opening, they said.

Registration was subsequently closed, with more
than 42,000 applicants placed on the waiting list, reflect-
ing the immense enthusiasm among the public for the
programme, officials said.The programme will also fea-
ture a fully digital, technology-enabled entry system. Reg-
istered participants will receive a digital M-Ticket on their
BookMyShow account, carrying a secure, live QR code
for entry verification.The entire process, from registration
and verification to venue entry and seating, is being man-
aged digitally, with the aim of making access faster and
crowd movement smoother.

The prime minister will dedicate to the nation three
important sections of the Western Dedicated Freight Cor-

ridor (WDFC), covering 326 route kilometres and devel-
oped at a cost of more than Rs 20,700 crore. These in-
clude the New Sanand (N)-New Makarpura, New
Umbergaon-New Saphale and New Saphale-New JNPT
sections.The direct connectivity to the Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Authority (JNPA) will facilitate faster movement of
EXIM cargo, strengthen links between industrial centres
and ports, reduce logistics costs and help decongest
Mumbai’s railway network.Modi will also flag off freight
train services from New Sanand (North), New Makarpura,
New Umbergaon and New JNPT, Mumbai. In addition, he
will flag off a new passenger train service between Tanda
Road and Vadodara (Pratapnagar).He will dedicate to
the nation the Jobat-Tanda Road new rail line, devel-
oped as part of the Chhota Udepur-Dhar project.

Dia Mirza says clean air is
a human right, not a privilege

Mumbai: Actress Dia Mirza is also an environmen-
talist and often uses social media to share her views on
the various issues pertaining to the massive climate
change. On Monday, Dia used Clean Air Day to remind
all that air pollution is not only an environmental problem,
but also a public health crisis.Dia uploaded a video on
her IG saying, “Think of a child running onto a football
field, a teenager training for a race, children cycling, play-
ing cricket, and simply being outdoors. Every time they
run harder, they breathe deeper. In too many parts of our
country, that means breathing polluted air into develop-
ing lungs and bodies.”

Dia revealed that back in 2021, air pollution resulted
in around 2.1 million deaths in India. Not just that, more
than 700,000 children under the age of five died due to
polluted air across the globe.She further went on to list
the people who are worst affected by this declining air
quality.“But this burden is not shared equally. Communi-
ties living beside highways, landfills, construction sites,
factories, and power plants face greater exposure. So do
street vendors, traffic police, sanitation workers, and con-
struction workers, people who work outdoors and cannot
retreat indoors when the air becomes dangerous. They
are on the front lines of polluted earth.”

Dia said that in working towards cleaner air, we also
work towards a better environment.“Cleaner energy, reli-
able, affordable public transport, cleaner industries, no
open waste burning, better construction practices, more
walking, cycling, and green open spaces. Strong air qual-
ity monitoring and accountability when standards are vio-
lated,” she continued.Dia reiterated that clear air should
not be seen as a privilege but as a human right.“This

International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies, let us re-
member every child deserves to run, play, learn, and grow
without their next breath causing harm. Clean air is a high
return investment. Clean air is climate action. Clean air is
public health. Clean air is a human right”, the actress con-
cluded.

Ram Gopal Varma says AI is ‘erasing our
minds’, warns of jobs disappearing

Mumbai: Maverick filmmaker Ram Gopal Varma has
drawn a parallel with the Industrial Revolution, which re-
placed several physical jobs, and said that artificial intel-
ligence is now beginning to “erase” jobs that require hu-
man thinking and creativity.Taking to X, formerly called
Twitter, the filmmaker wrote: “With AI, the first jobs to van-
ish will be of those who immediately don’t embrace it.
Technology has always been designed for our conve-
nience, to save us from physical hardships and to save
our time from wasting it on mundane tasks…(sic).”

“We all wish for more and more free time, and now
our wish is coming true with AI freeing us for all time and
most probably forever. We as humans had two assets ..
one the muscle with which we perform tasks, and the mind
we use to think and create.”Drawing the parallel, he wrote:

“The Industrial Revolution started erasing physical jobs
and now A I is erasing our minds ..Soon we will not have
both and that’s nothing but our most ardent wish coming
true Edward Abbey in W. W. Jacobs’s ‘The Monkey’s Paw’
warned us about this‘Beware of what you wish for.. it might
come true’. It did (sic).”

RGV has directed films across multiple genres. He is
popular for having gritty realism, technical finesse in his
cinema. Varma is tagged as one of the pioneers of new-
age Indian cinema.He is currently busy with ‘Police Sta-
tion Mein Bhoot’ starring Manoj BajpayeeSpeaking about
the cast of “Police Station Mein Bhoot,” the film also stars
Genelia Deshmukh as the female lead.He is simulta-
neously working on “Police Company” starring
Harshvardhan Rane. The film was announced last
month.RGV had then shared on X that the film’s tag line is
‘It Is More Dangerous Than D Company’.“The police is an
institution, and an underworld company is a money mak-
ing organisation.. But when an institution is given extra
powers, it will soon become a company.”“After DAWOOD
IBRAHIM brutally finished most of his rival gangs, he grew
his GANG into a COMPANY and then left for DUBAI leav-
ing his protégée CHOTA RAJAN to head the operations
of D COMPANY. Subsequently a chain of events led to a
split between Dawood and Rajan , which in turn caused a
vacuum in the Mumbai underworld (sic).”RGV went on to
say that the film “Police Company” is story inspired from
that “SQUAD based on one of its team members DAYA
NAYAK which is being played by HARSH VARDHAN
RANE ..The film has a huge ensemble cast , the details of
which will be revealed soon.”

‘You are a Muslim’: Censor stopped Dilip Kumar
from saying ‘Hey Ram’ until Nehru stepped in

Filmmaker Tigmanshu Dhulia recently spoke about
the history of censorship in Indian cinema and how film-
makers have negotiated political restrictions—from the
freedom struggle to his own experience with Raag
Desh.Speaking at an event organised by The Wire on the
“State of Media and Film Industry”, Dhulia said filmmak-
ers during the freedom movement were able to convey
political messages through their films in ways that often
escaped the British authorities.

“When the freedom struggle was going on, our film-
makers made films in such subtle ways that the British
could not understand what was really happening. Society
was different then,” he said.He cited Chal Chal Re
Naujawan, directed by Gyan Mukherjee, as an example.
The 1944 film had Saadat Hasan Manto as one of its
writers and music by Ghulam Haider, and starred Ashok
Kumar.“There was such a cosmopolitan culture. The Brit-
ish could not understand what was going on,” Dhulia
said.The hidden message in Kismet songHe then recalled
Kismet, the 1943 Ashok Kumar-starrer, which featured
the popular patriotic song “Door Hato Ae Duniya Walon,
Hindustan Hamara Hai”.“The Second World War was
going on. The British thought the song was against the
Japanese because Japan had attacked Burma from the
east. They did not understand that the song was actually
directed at them. Films were advancing politics in this
way.”Dhulia said the relationship between filmmakers, the
government and political dissent remained complicated
even after Independence.He recalled the case of actor
Balraj Sahni, who was arrested while Hulchul was being
made in the early 1950s. Sahni, who was associated with
the Indian People’s Theatre Association (IPTA), played a
jailer in the film.“Balraj Sahni was giving a speech and he
was arrested and put in jail in Mumbai,” Dhulia said.The
arrest created a problem for producer K. Asif because the
film’s set was already built and Sahni’s absence could
cause financial losses.“Asif went to the Governor. Look at
the leniency of the government at that time. They told Balraj
Sahni that his nine o’clock morning shift would be allowed.
He would leave jail, go to the set and return in the evening.
So Balraj Sahni would leave jail every morning, go to the
set, wear the jailer’s costume, act and then return to jail in
the evening. That was the society we lived in,” Dhulia
said.

When the censor board objected to ‘Hey Ram’He
also recalled the controversy around Dilip Kumar’s Ganga
Jamuna and the censor board’s objection to a line in which
Kumar’s character says “Hey Ram” while dying.“The cen-
sor board stopped the film and gave a very strange rea-
son. They said, ‘How can you say Hey Ram? You are a
Muslim.’”Dhulia said the makers gave the argument that
Dilip Kumar was playing a Hindu character named
Ganga.“The argument was, ‘The character’s name in the

film is Ganga. He is a Hindu. He can Hey Ram.’ But the
censor board did not agree.”According to Dhulia, the
matter eventually reached Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, who watched the film and said there was no prob-
lem with it.“But then there was another issue. If all the
other films stuck with the censor were not passed, people
would say Dilip Kumar got his film passed because he
knew the Prime Minister. So all the other films were cleared
as well,” Dhulia said.Dhulia then compared those experi-
ences with his own encounter with censorship while mak-
ing Raag Desh in 2017. The film, presented by Rajya
Sabha TV, was based on the Indian National Army trials
and featured the cases of INA officers at the Red Fort.He
said, “When a film goes to the censor board, the director
has to be present. When I showed Raag Desh, the censor
board members hugged me. They did not ask for a single
cut. I had made the film after doing a lot of research. The
censor board actually hugged me and said, ‘What a film
you have made.’”After that, the film was stopped,” he
said.Dhulia said he also faced a long wait for his payment.“I
did not get my money either. I got it six or seven years
later. I had to plead with people here and there.”Talking
about the release Dhulia said, “The film was released in a
hurry. They could have aired it on Doordarshan, but to
this day, they haven’t put it out anywhere.”

Bhuvan Bam stopped shooting BB Ki Vines
indoors after losing parents

Bhuvan Bam, who is gearing up for his upcoming
series The Revolutionaries, opened up about a deeply
personal chapter of his life. In a recent interaction with
Nayandeep Rakshit, the YouTuber-turned-actor spoke
about why he no longer spends much time at home, his
decision to move away from creating ‘BB Ki Vines’ videos
indoors, and how humour has become his way of coping
with the loss of his parents.

Why Bhuvan Bam no longer shoots BB Ki Vines at
homeBhuvan reflected on his journey from YouTube to
acting, saying that while he has moved on from regularly
creating content for his channel, he can never forget what
“BB Ki Vines” gave him. He also said that the characters
he created over the years would “never die” and would
forever remain “immortal.”When asked if he had forgotten
YouTube, Bhuvan Bam dismissed the idea, saying there
was no reason for him to distance himself from the plat-
form that shaped his career. “People say, ‘You have for-
gotten YouTube.’ Aisa ho hi nahi sakta na (This is impos-
sible). Why would I forget something that gave me this
career, that I am sitting with you and I am working under
Sir (Nikkhil Advani)? Why would I forget something like
that? It’s just that I don’t want to be in that char deewari
(four walls) because it reminds me of home,” Bhuvan
said.Having lost both his parents during the COVID-19
pandemic, Bhuvan said that being inside the four walls of
his home brings back memories he finds difficult to revisit.
Since his BB Ki Vines videos were largely shot indoors,
he has chosen not to create them in the same way
anymore.Bhuvan admitted that humour has gradually be-

come a shield for him and a way of escaping difficult
thoughts. He said he began finding humour even in trag-
edy because dwelling on the past often brings back the
darkest moments of one’s life. It so happened that I started
finding humour in tragedy because when you sit idle and
you look at life, you will only remember the worst times of
your life. How do you cope with that? You need someone
to speak to, you need something to look at and laugh at,”
said the Dhindhora actor.For Bhuvan, humour has also
allowed him to connect with people who may be going
through difficult phases of their own.

‘Don’t think I can work with Dulquer again’:
Aishwarya Lekshmi on King of Kotha’s failure
Despite arriving amid significant hype as one of

2023’s biggest Malayalam movies and marking Dulquer
Salmaan’s first theatrical release on his home turf in al-
most two years since Kurup (2021), director Abhilash
Joshiy’s King of Kotha became a critical and commercial
failure. Not only did the movie flop, but it also drew signifi-
cant trolling towards the cast and crew, particularly Dulquer
Salmaan and Aishwarya Lakshmi, who played the lead
roles.Recently, Aishwarya admitted that the King of Kotha
debacle affected her significantly, resulting in fewer op-
portunities for her in Malayalam cinema. She said film-
makers in the industry grew sceptical about casting her in
the aftermath, and the trolling reached such high levels
that she even lost confidence in working with Dulquer
again.How King of Kotha debacle affected Aishwarya’s
careerAishwarya Lakshmi revealed that she once even
turned down a commercial where she was supposed to
appear alongside Dulquer because she felt the brand
would suffer if people once again trolled their pairing.“King
of Kotha came amid huge hype in 2023. But after that, it
felt like the Malayalam industry was afraid to cast me any-
more. Not just me; Dulquer and the film’s crew also faced
trolls. My acting and dialogue delivery were all trolled. But
many times, I have also felt that what they say is right,”
Aishwarya reportedly shared during a conversation with

renowned television presenter Ranjini Haridas on the
latter’s YouTube channel.‘Mocked on sets’: Aishwarya
recalls getting trolled for ‘Rajuvetta’ line“Many people
made fun of me for the way I called Dulquer ‘Rajuvetta’ in
the film. It hurt me deeply when an assistant director (AD)
called me that and made fun of me during the shooting of
Hello Mummy (2024). Like that, many things happened,”
she said.Aishwarya further recalled, “After that, I had an
ad shoot coming up with Dulquer. But I told the team, ‘The
repercussions have been terrible; it will be trouble for you.’
I don’t think I can work with Dulquer anymore. Such trolls
have affected me that much.”King of Kotha budget and
box office collectionAlso starring Shabeer Kallarakkal,
Prasanna, Gokul Suresh, Nyla Usha, and Chemban Vinod
Jose, King of Kotha marked the directorial debut of
Abhilash Joshiy, the son of legendary Malayalam film-
maker Joshiy. Mounted on a reported budget of Rs 50
crore, King of Kotha grossed just Rs 31.35 crore globally,
according to industry tracker Sacnilk.Aishwarya Lakshmi
made her acting debut in director Althaf Salim’s
Njandukalude Nattil Oridavela (2017), where she starred
alongside Nivin Pauly. She has since appeared in mov-
ies such as Mayaanadhi (2017), Varathan (2018), Vijay
Superum Pournamiyum (2019), Kaanekkaane (2021),
Jagame Thandhiram (2021), Ponniyin Selvan: I (2022),
Kumari (2022), Gatta Kusthi (2022),


