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Two devotees die of suffocation in
Puri during Rath Yatra

> €

Bhubaneswar, July 16

: Two devotees are feared dead and several oth-
ers injured following an incident during the Rath Yatra
in Odisha’s pilgrim city of Puri on Thursday evening.
While initial reports suggested that the incident may
have been caused by overcrowding or a stampede-
like situation, the state government denied any stam-
pede and said the deaths occurred due to “suffoca-
tion”.

However, there was no immediate official con-
firmation regarding the exact number of casualties or
injuries.

One of the deceased was identified as Anant
Chandra Dash (35), a resident of Shirlonabagram in

Cuttack district.

The injured devotees were admitted to the Puri
District Headquarters Hospital, where medical teams
attended to them. At least 20 persons were reported
to be in critical condition.

Speaking about the incident, law Minister
Prithiviraj Harichandan said Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi had directed Health Minister Dr Mukesh
Mabhaling to visit the hospital and ensure all neces-
sary arrangements for the treatment of the injured.

The Health Minister later visited the hospital and
reviewed the medical arrangements. He ruled out re-
ports of deaths due to a stampede and said the casu-
alties were caused by “suffocation.”

Govt issues monsoon session
agenda, delimitation Bill not listed

NEW DELHI, JULY 16

Ahead of the monsoon session of Parliament
commencing on Monday, the government on Thurs-
day issued the legislative agenda, which lists several
major Bills but excluding the 131st Constitution Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which seeks to link delimitation with
women's reservation.

The delimitation Bill can, however, be brought
at any time should the government manage the two-
thirds majority it needs in the Lok Sabha to pass it.

Among the key legislations listed is the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Amendment Bill, 2026, which
seeks to tighten regulations on NGOs receiving for-
eign funding. The Bill gives government powers to

CM Revanth To Review
Drought, Irrigation Measures

Hyderabad, July 16

Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy will chair
a state Cabinet meeting at
the Secretariat on Friday,
with irrigation projects,
drought management and
measures to tackle the
impact of the prevailing El
Nifio conditions expected
to dominate the agenda.
The meeting comes as
Telangana faces a severe
rainfall deficit, dwindling
reservoir storage and fall-
ing groundwater levels.

Official sources said
the Cabinet will deliberate
on strategies to meet irri-
gation and drinking water
requirements amid poor
storage in reservoirs and
rapidly depleting ground-
water. It is also expected
to consider long-pending
proposals for revising the
cost estimates of several
key irrigation projects.

Among the propos-
als are revised cost esti-
mates for Packages 7, 11,
15 and 17 of the
Palamuru-Rangareddy Lift
Irrigation Scheme, the fi-
nal revision of estimates
for the J. Chokka Rao
Devadula Lift Irrigation
Scheme and enhance-
ment of the storage ca-
pacity of the Gattu Res-
ervoir. These proposals
have remained pending
after the finance depart-
ment raised objections,
delaying Cabinet approval
and the implementation of
assurances made by the
Chief Minister during his
recent visit to irrigation
projects in the erstwhile
Mahbubnagar district.

The issue figured

prominently at the previ-
ous Cabinet meeting on

ister N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy reportedly ex-
pressed displeasure over
the delay in clearing irri-
gation proposals. Follow-
ing his objections, the
Chief Minister assured
that all pending irrigation
proposals would be taken
up as the first agenda
item at the next Cabinet
meeting.

Following the Chief
Minister's directions, the
finance department is un-
derstood to have sought
detailed clarifications from
the irrigation department
before clearing the revised
estimates.

The Cabinet is also
expected to discuss the
government's strategy to
counter allegations by
BRS leaders that the Con-
gress government has
failed to lift Godavari wa-
ters through the
Kaleshwaram and
Devadula projects.

Apart from irrigation,
the Cabinet is likely to
finalise an agriculture con-
tingency plan for the on-

view of drought-like con-
ditions. Telangana has re-
corded a severe monsoon
deficit, with only five dis-
tricts receiving normal
rainfall between June 1
and July 14, while 27 dis-
tricts reported deficient
rainfall and one district fell
under the "large deficit"
category.

The deteriorating
groundwater situation is
also expected to come up
for review. Average
groundwater levels de-
clined in 18 districts in
June 2026 compared with
the corresponding period
last year and are projected
to fall further if rainfall re-
mains about 30 per cent
below normal through Au-
gust.

The Cabinet is ex-
pected to approve mea-
sures to reduce the impact
of drought by encouraging
farmers to shift to less
water-intensive crops,
avoid expanding water-in-
tensive cultivation, adopt
short-duration and
drought-tolerant crop vari-

pulses, oilseeds and mil-
lets, and promote rainwa-
ter harvesting.

The package is also
expected to include dis-
trict-wise contingency
crop recommendations,
crop management prac-
tices to mitigate the im-
pact of EI Nifio and farmer
advisories tailored to local
conditions.

The meeting comes
amid a sharp decline in
water availability across
Telangana. Storage in
major, medium and minor
irrigation reservoirs has
fallen to, oris close to, the
Minimum Draw Down
Level (MDDL). Reservoirs
in the Godavari basin cur-
rently hold only 27.69 tmc
ft of utilisable storage,
while those in the Krishna
basin have just 14.81 tmc
ft. Officials said the avail-
able live storage is suffi-
cient mainly for drinking
water needs, leaving little
scope for irrigation re-
leases unless substantial
inflows are received dur-
ing the remaining mon-

seize foreign funds and physical assets of NGOs if
an organisation fails to comply with licensing and regu-
latory norms.

Also listed is a Bill to amend the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971, which seeks to
make the insult and obstruction of the singing of na-
tional song "Vande Mataram" a punishable offence.

The Income Tax Amendment Bill, 2026, listed
in the legislative business will replace the IT Amend-
ment Ordinance, 2026, promulgated by the President
onJune 5. This ordinance fully exempted foreign port-
folio investors from income tax payments on interest
and capital gains earned from government securities.

"The Bill seeks to deepen India's sovereign debt
market, attract stable global capital inflows and en-
hance liquidity amid the prevailing global macro eco-
nomic environment, marked by significant volatility
arising from geopolitical uncertainties and sharp in-
creases, including oil prices and disruptions in global

supply chains," the government said.

Yet another controversial Bill to be taken up is
the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025, which
seeks to create a uniform higher education regulator
subsuming the UGC and the AICTE.

The Supreme Court Number of Judges Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which seeks to increase the number
of judges from 33 to 37 excluding the CJI, has also
been listed.

The Foreign Contribution Regulation Amendment
Bill; the Prevention of Insults to National Honour
Amendment Bill; the Registration of Births and Deaths
Amendment Bill; the Supreme Court Number of Judges
Amendment Bill; the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill-2025; the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Development Amendment Bill; and the IT Amendment
Bill.

Success School Under Fire Over Alleged Religious
Indoctrination of Primary Students; Protest Leader
Detained After Raising Concerns

“HYDERABAD: Success School, located on
Saidabad Main Road in Bhagyanagar district, has come
under scrutiny following allegations that its management
has been systematically promoting religious influence
and encouraging the alleged conversion of Hindu stu-
dents, particularly those in the primary section, over the
past several months.““The controversy intensified after
Bhagyanagar District Presi-
dent Niranjan Yadav publicly
questioned the school's al-
leged practices. According to
the statement, police allegedly &
placed him under house arrest
before forcibly detaining him
and taking him to Madannapet |
Police Station. The action has |
been condemned by support-
ers as an attempt to silence
those raising concerns over
the allegations against Suc-
cess School.“The statement |
also criticizes the Telangana ==
government for not appointing a dedicated Education Min-

ister despite the importance of safeguarding the educa-
tion system. It further questions why the Home portfolio
continues to remain with the Chief Minister instead of a
separate Home Minister, expressing concern over law
and order and the government's handling of sensitive
issues.“The statement alleges that the state govern-
ment is pursuing policies of religious
appeasement while failing to address
repeated complaints concerning edu-
cational institutions. It further claims
that if allegations of religious indoc-
trination and conversion activities in-
volving Success School are found to
be true, those responsible should be
held accountable.““Bhagyanagar Dis-
trict President Niranjan Yadav has de-
manded that Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy order a thorough and impar-
tial investigation into the allegations
concerning Success School and en-
sure that educational institutions re-
main free from any form of religious indoctrination or
coercion.

July 2, whenirrigation min-  going kharif season in

eties, diversify into soon period.

Drug case against BRS

MLC’s

Hyderabad: The Mangalhat police registered a
case against Bharat Raj (A5), the son of former IAS
officer and BRS MLC P Venkatrama Reddy, in con-
nection with a drugs case. This followed the alleged
confession by two detained persons that they con-
sumed and shared narcotic drugs with Bharat Raj.

An FIR under Sections 8(c) read with 20(b)(ii)(A)
and 27(b) of the NDPS Act has been registered against
Bharat Raj at the police station.

According to the police, based on credible infor-
mation, a raid was conducted at a house in Purana
Pul, Hyderabad. During the search, police found
Abhishek Yande and Bottu Yuvaneeth inside the
house.

They seized 24 grams of hash sachets, 22 grams
of ganja, two mobile phones and two weighing ma-
chines. During questioning, police said Abhishek al-
legedly confessed that he procured hash sachet from
Manoj of Manala village in Kullu district, Himachal
Pradesh, and ganja from Tulja Singh of Dhoolpet,
Hyderabad.

SO

He allegedly stated that he used to consume
the drugs and share them with his friends, including
Bharat Raj, Khoushik, Sugandhi alias Kunal and
Subham Soni.

Police further stated that Yuvaneeth allegedly
confessed that he had the habit of consuming ganja
and hash oil and used to collect the drugs from
Abhishek

Telangana CM's gunman dies in

accident in Gajwel

Hyderabad: Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy’s gunman,
Kiran, died in an accident in Gajwel on Tuesday, July 14.

Kiran, 35, was a 2009 batch constable and a native of Siddipet
district. He was serving in the Inteligence Security Wing in Hyderabad.

The accident occurred when he was travelling from Siddipet to
Hyderabad. As he reached Gajwel, his car rammed into a stationary lorry,

leaving him dead on the spot.

After being alerted, the Gajwel Police arrived at the spot and shifted

the body for a postmortem.




Ranga Reddy

EYE SECRETS

Friday, 17 July 2026

In a perilous

world, India

must read the tea leaves well

India’s foreign policy is currently facing an existen-
tial crisis. The second term of the Trump administration,
which had previously been welcomed by India, has up-
set India’s carefully crafted foreign policy. The recent In-
dia-Pakistan conflict should also be viewed as a ‘wakeup
call'. As details of the extent of China’s military connec-
tions to Pakistan and of equipment transfer tumble out,
India must take notice.Next to the China-Pakistan nexus
in the region, it is India’s approach to events in West Asia
and the Israel-Iran conflict that clearly need a relook. In-
dia has tried, not very successfully, to sit on the fence as
far as the current Israel-Iran war is concerned, but it prob-
ably needs to think through what is best in its interest.
The stakes have become higher with the United States
involving itself directly in the Israel-Iran conflict, which
saw it using, for the first time, its GBU-57 bunker buster
bomb to destroy Iran’s nuclear facilities at Fordow, Natanz
and another embedded nuclear site. Neutrality is no
longer an option, and despite the announcement of a
ceasefire, the possibility of an all-out war is a distinct
possibility.A term that is no longer taboo

With the use of the GBU-57 precision guided bombs,
the conflict in West Asia has clearly attained a new di-
mension. The dreaded ‘N word’ is no longer taboo.
Hence, the question that India needs to answer is whether
it can continue to keep up its stance of neutrality. The
situation is turning increasingly complex and it is no longer
a mere wakeup call for India and countries across the
globe. The threat has become all too real.

It may be too far-fetched to assert that a neutral India
is ‘friendless’ in the world of today. A look at the state of
affairs that concerns India would suggest, however, that
this could well become the case — and that it could con-
tinue for quite some time in the future. India’s professed
leadership of the Global South and its patronage of na-
tions across West Asia brought it no dividends during the
recent India-Pakistan conflict. Instead, India has since
been reminded — if this was needed — that it confronts
two hostile nuclear powers in its neighbourhood, both of
whom would have no moral compunctions in utilising
nuclear weapons, if the opportunity arose. Hence, India
cannot, any longer, afford to believe that its current poli-
cies are bearing fruit. A correct reading of ‘the tea leaves’
as they exist at present is essential for India’s present
and its future.Donald Trump’s ‘Make America Great
Again’ (MAGA) policies are today adversely impacting
India at levels other than just trade and economics. The
U.S. President’s claims to have effected a ceasefire be-
tween India and Pakistan, following the short India-Paki-
stan conflict in May — something that India contradicts,
but which Pakistan’s ‘Maximum Leader’ Field Marshal
Asim Munir, has publicly endorsed — sets India on a
collision course with the U.S. President and his Adminis-
tration. Mr. Trump’s lunch for Field Marshal Munir and the
fact that Prime Minister Narendra Modi chose not to re-
spond to Mr, Trump’s invitation to visit Washington (while
returning from the G-7 meeting in Canada), is again likely
to be played up by elements in the U.S. and across the
world who favour Pakistan against India.The Israel-Iran
conflict is yet another situation in which India finds itself
as an ‘outlier’. ‘Neutrality’, in the compelling circumstances
of today, is out of sync with reality as also the situation on
the ground. India’s tilt towards Israel in recent times, it
would appear, has become something of an albatross
around India’s neck. India’s Iran policy today has few

takers beyond India’s borders. lts policy of maintaining an
equidistance between Israel and Iran has proved to be of
little use in so far as extolling the virtues of non-alignment
are concerned.Admittedly, we live in perilous times.
Today’s situation does not seem to favour India’s long-
held policy prescriptions. Israel’s premeditated attack on
Iran’s nuclear sites — aided by the U.S. dropping bunker
buster bombs — has seen little condemnation across the
world. Iran, which needed a strong voice of support like
that of India’s to counter the narrative of Israel, the U.S.
and the West, will find little comfort in India’s ‘calls for
restraint’ on all sides. India’s support and voice, based on
its moral strength, would have mattered were it seen to
support the victim of the attack, rather than maintain an
equidistance between lIsrael and Iran.It is true that in
today’s world, it is fashionable to denigrate consensus in
favour of ‘might’. For instance, at the Shangri-La Dialogue
in Singapore in May, the emphasis seemed to be on the
criticality of ‘hard power’ as against ‘soft power’, with dia-
logue taking a back seat. The stage was set by the U.S.
Secretary of Defence, Pete Hegseth, who declared that a
‘free and open Indo-Pacific’ was a sine qua non for peace
in the region, and that China’s ‘calls for hegemony’ in
Asia were untenable. He reminded the Singapore audi-
ence that ‘any unilateral attempt to change the status-quo
in the South China Sea and the First Island Chain by force
or coercion is unacceptable’. This disturbed the normally
placid atmosphere seen at the Shangri-La Dialogue, and
produced a strong repartee from the Chinese delegate
present. Subsequently, a Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesman warned that the ‘US must never play with fire
on the Taiwan question’.

What India needs to doHence, it would be wise in
the circumstances for India to prepare for future eventu-
alities of every kind. To start with, there needs to be a
detailed study of the growing China-Pakistan military con-
nection as the India-Pakistan conflict in May this year has
merely hit the ‘pause button’. More importantly, India must
try and better understand how deeply China’s military
capabilities have been meshed with those of Pakistan,
the critical role being played today by Chinese weaponry
in Pakistan’s defence plans, and how Pakistan has man-
aged to integrate Chinese systems with its own defence
plans and procedures, including its claims of being able
to lock on to hostile targets to counter an attack. Addition-
ally, India needs more details regarding the numbers of J-
10Cs and JF-17 fighters in Pakistan’s inventory.As a part
of its preparations for a future conflict, India would also do
well to examine whether it has the necessary wherewithal
for conflicts of longer durations. The United Kingdom, for
instance, recently undertook an in-depth study of its de-
fence capabilities which helped highlight areas of critical
weakness, including that of ammunition stockpiles, the
need to set up a new National Armament System, and a
new Cyber and Electromagnetic Command to oversee
networks and electronic warfare. For India to prepare for
a two front war, it should, apart from learning lessons from
the Russia-Ukraine war, refine its policies on many such
aspects as well. Undoubtedly, Artificial Intelligence (Al)
will be a national priority. Aspects such as electro-mag-
netic manoeuvres to neutralise drones, loitering muni-
tions and glide bombs that dominate the skies today in
periods of conflict, should again have high priority.

China’s white paperWhile India remains preoccu-
pied with Pakistan, it would also do well to read the fine
print in China’s recently published white paper on “Na-
tional Security in the ‘New Era”. This has a clear enuncia-
tion of Chinese strategic thinking today and mentions that
‘development and security are like two wings of one body’.
The white paper reads like a ‘testament’ on the impor-
tance of maintaining scientific and technological security
at all times, and the importance of ensuring maintainabil-
ity of supply chains. It also has a mention of the situation
prevalent in the areas neighbouring China, underscoring
the fact that these pose threats to China’s borders.To con-
clude, it might bear mentioning that if China intends to
reinforce its strategic objectives in Asia, specially in South
Asia, the criticality of its alliance with Pakistan to encircle
India must not be underestimated.

Why the prestige of doctors is eroding

Every July 1st, India observes National Doctor’s Day,
to honour the legacy of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. How-
ever, in recent years, this commemoration has become
overshadowed by more visible policy events such as the
roll-out of the Goods and Services Tax in 2017 and the
implementation of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita in 2024.
This erosion of a symbolic space reserved for doctors is
symptomatic of a deeper shift: a slow and complex ero-
sion of the moral authority, public trust, and professional
respect that physicians firmly held.Epidemiological tran-
sition

This decline is not due to a failure of medicine; rather,
it is due to its extraordinary success. To understand this
shift, we must look beyond day-to-day grievances and
dive deep into what public health scholar A. Omran (1971)
described as the ‘epidemiological transition’. He de-
scribes how societies evolve in their disease patterns. As
populations move from poverty to prosperity, the domi-
nant health threats shift from infectious diseases and
nutritional deficiencies to chronic, non-communicable
diseases and eventually to a complex coexistence of both.
Superimposed on this is the demographic transition,
marked by falling birth and death rates, ageing popula-
tions, and shrinking family units. Together, these transi-
tions radically redefine both the public’s expectation of
medicine and the role of doctors.In medieval times, the
social role of the healer was mediated not by scientific
inquiry but by moral authority, religious education, and
ritual purity. Medical advice was as likely to come from
clergy or spiritual figures as from trained physicians. That
changed rapidly with the dawn of scientific breakthroughs
during the Industrial Revolution. From Pasteur’s germ
theory to Koch’s postulates and from the discovery of
anaesthesia to the isolation of penicillin, medicine ac-
quired a cloak of rationality and predictability. Before the
Victorian era, surgeons had the same social standing as
barbers. They were elevated to professional status when
the knife, supported by chloroform and antisepsis, began
to promise not agony but a cure. These were the fruits of
an age driven by the curiosity of lone experimenters; pub-
lic laboratories; and academic idealism. After these dis-
coveries, doctors were seen as saviours and miracle
workers, wielding tools that bent nature. But this golden
era, too, was transitional.Science becomes
commerceStage four of the epidemiological transition
(currently ongoing in many countries) is marked by de-
layed degenerative diseases. It has brought about a
longer life but not a necessarily better one. The quality of
life deteriorates even as costs escalate. In stage five,

with emerging and re-emerging diseases (such as the
COVID-19 pandemic), uncertainty rules again. Today, as
India (and the world) faces this dual burden of infectious
and chronic diseases, the expectations from medicine are
more fraught than ever. Dengue persists alongside dia-
betes. Tuberculosis coexists with obesity-related disor-
ders. While infections are largely controllable (at a cost),
chronic diseases are relentless. The treatment of hyper-
tension, depression, or autoimmune illnesses offers no
clear endpoint.There is no one-size-fits-all solution; in-
stead, we are handed complex risk algorithms, lifestyle
prescriptions that defy modern abundance, and therapies
that offer more probability than certainty. In this climate,
doctors are no longer seen as custodians of miraculous
cures but as gatekeepers of advice that is often
unaffordable, frequently incomprehensible, and occasion-
ally ineffective. Statistics have replaced certainty. Proto-
cols have replaced personalisation. A physician today
must recommend less salt, less screen time, and less red
meat, which contradicts the freedoms of the modern con-
sumer life. It is hard to respect the messenger when the
message feels like moral policing.Caught in the
crossfireWhat worsens this fracture of public trust is that
the discoveries once driven by individual scientific curi-
osity have become institutionalised commerce. The fruits
of medicine are no longer shaped by academic purity but
monetised by conglomerates, wrapped in patents, and
rationed as commercial products. What began as a public
good has become a market offering. Doctors serve as foot
soldiers in an industrial healthcare complex, absorbing
public frustration that cannot reach corporations or
policymakers.Lifestyle changes, now central to chronic
disease care, require moral discipline that institutions can-
not enforce.

The widening grip of intolerance

Navigating the cultural landscape these days is akin
to treading a minefield. It is becoming evident that the
most innocuous creative expressions can blow up to be-
come heated controversies. Over the past week in Kerala,
everything from a character named Janaki in a film to
Zumba dance performances by school students has an-
gered some section or the other. Religion happens to be
the common thread running through most of these con-
troversies.

What's in a name?

Though the regional office of the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) cleared the film Janaki v/s State
of Kerala starring Union Minister Suresh Gopi, the CBFC
headquarters in Mumbai demanded a change in the title
as well as of the name of the titular character, Janaki,
which is another name for goddess Sita. They told the
filmmakers through unofficial channels that a survivor of
sexual violence cannot be named after Sita. The makers
of another film, Token Number, were also forced to change
the name of a character from Janaki to Jayanthi after the
Board objected to a character with that name having a
relationship with a man named Abraham.Given such ar-
bitrary directives, it will likely become impossible to use a
common name in a film’s title or for a character. These
instances show a disturbing tendency of the CBFC taking
over the duties of the ‘hurt sentiments’ group and widen-
ing the scope of censorship. The Kerala High Court has
pulled up the CBFC, while film bodies in Kerala are up in
arms against the body.Questioning moral values

While these two controversies raged on, joyful vid-
eos of school students of all ages dancing together in

Zumba classes filled social media timelines in the State.
The Kerala government launched Zumba sessions in
schools and colleges this academic year as a part of its
efforts to reduce stress and channelise the interests and
energy of students away from drugs into positive
alternatives.However, even this made a section of people
unhappy. Ultra conservative Islamist groups including
Wisdom Islamic Organisation and the Sunni Yuvajana
Sangham, the youth wing of the Samastha Kerala
Jamiyyathul Ulama, opposed the plan, branding the aero-
bic dance workout practice as a degradation of “moral
values” and a violation of Islamic religious values. Some
clerics claimed that students will be made to wear “skimpy
clothes” while performing Zumba even though the stu-
dents were seen wearing their school uniforms in all the
videos on social media.Such opposition to a relaxing
workout revealed the misogyny of the clerics as well as
their fears about the inter-mingling of genders. In the past,
citing religious reasons, some of these Islamic
organisations have opposed the government’s decision
to introduce a gender-neutral uniform in schools and to
do away with separate benches for girls and boys.

The ruling Left Democratic Front (LDF) government
has refused to back down on its Zumba plan. The Gen-
eral Education Minister, V. Sivankutty, said that the stand
taken by these groups will only help fuel majority com-
munalism. The CPI(M) General Secretary, M.A. Baby, who
as the State Education Minister in 2008 faced a contro-
versy over a rationalist lesson in a textbook, said that
religious organisations can comment on educational is-
sues, but they cannot dictate terms.Curiously, the
Bharatiya Vichara Kendram, a Sangh Parivar think tank,
also criticised the State government for promoting “for-
eign practices” such as Zumba. It claimed that the
government’s agenda was to sideline yoga
trainers.Beyond the cultural sphere, the campaigns of
orthodox Islamic groups against vaccination have had
dire consequences. Two days ago, a one-year-old child
died of jaundice in Malappuram after his parents, both
practitioners of alternative medicine, allegedly denied him
vaccination and treatment. They also buried the child in
mysterious circumstances.Worrying trendin Kerala, there
are an increasing number of fundamentalist voices from
different sides of the religious spectrum.

How do unsafe cancer drugs

reach patients?

The story so far: A major new investigation by the
Bureau of Investigative Journalism published by The
Hindu has revealed that bad cancer drugs have been
shipped to more than 100 countries around the world.
Before a cancer drug reaches a patient, they would have
already undergone a long, complicated journey. Once
the raw materials have been sourced, a typical drug will
be manufactured, packaged, shipped, locally distributed
and finally put to use. It will travel through factories, stor-
age facilities, transport systems, hospitals and pharma-
cies. And at every stage of this process, the drug’s quality
must remain unharmed. Relatively innocuous events — a
change in temperature or poor handling — can have criti-
cal effects. And unlike wealthy nations with robust track-
ing systems, low and middle-income countries often lack
the infrastructure to monitor the journey.

What are the risks in manufacturing?

One of the biggest dangers is contamination. Ensur-
ing that cancer drugs are sterile is the ultimate responsi-
bility of the manufacturers. Every action must be tightly
controlled. Staff working without proper disinfection pro-
cesses can carry contaminants. Even a technician mov-
ing too quickly in a clean room can create air movement
that spreads bacteria. Everything is sanitised right down
to the pens and paper.The process is unforgiving: if raw
ingredients aren’t tested adequately, if equipment isn’t
cleaned properly, and if water isn't filtered thoroughly,
these lifesaving medicines can become lethal.

How do countries ensure such safety?

About 80% of NHS prescriptions in England are ge-
neric drugs, identical copies of branded drugs that can be
made once a drug’s patent expires. About two-thirds of
those come from abroad. To try to ensure that these drugs
are safe, the following measures are in place — every
batch undergoes two rounds of quality testing, at the manu-
facturing site, and then on entering the U.K.; during each
of these rounds of tests, 20 different markers of drug qual-
ity are checked; only specific experts, for example those
registered with professional bodies like the Royal Society
of Chemistry, are qualified to verify each batch; and the
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
regularly inspects manufacturing facilities, both in the U.K.
and abroad.Such testing systems are the gold standard.
Many low- and middle-income countries, however, face
significant challenges. In Nepal, for example, limited re-
sources and expertise mean that there is no effective test-
ing and monitoring of imported medicines. Many coun-
tries also lack the ability to track drugs through supply
chains and, like Nepal, do not have any verified experts
or facilities to check drug quality. These shortcomings,
combined with corruption issues and porous borders, all
mean that bad and potentially counterfeit drugs can enter
healthcare systems.

What are the consequences?

Time is of the essence for any cancer patient under-
going chemotherapy, so for that reason alone a substan-
dard or ineffective drug will affect their treatment. Drugs
that have not been manufactured properly can be toxic or
contaminated — and put a patient in immediate
danger.There are numerous examples of this having hap-
pened during recent years. In 2019, five young patients
from Saudi Arabia developed a high fever, and one died,
after taking an Indian-made medicine given at the same
time as chemotherapy drugs. In the same year, four chil-

Explained

dren died and more than a 100 fell ill in Colombia when
given the same type of drug. In 2022, at least 10 children
in Yemen died after receiving methotrexate, a critical che-
motherapy drug used to treat leukaemia and other can-
cers, that had been contaminated with a deadly bacteria.
In 2023, the Bureau uncovered a dozen poor-quality
brands of a childhood cancer drug used in Brazil.

What's WHO doing to ensure safety?

The World Health Organization (WHO) maintains a
rapid alert system for dangerous drugs. After a concern
has been raised, the WHO assesses it and an alert is
then sent out to all member governments. However, this
system only catches problems after harm occurs. In addi-
tion, many regions lack facilities to test drugs. Only seven
countries in sub-Saharan Africa, for example, have labo-
ratories that have been approved as meeting WHO
standards.The WHO has put several mechanisms in place
to keep a check on drug safety in low and middle-income
countries. One is the Global Benchmarking Tool: a tool
that assesses and rates national regulatory systems on a
scale of 1 (least mature) to 4 (most mature). In 2023, 70%
of WHO member countries were rated level 1 or 2, mean-
ing they have limited capacity to check drugs coming into
the country.Then we have the Essential Medicines List: a
list of medications that are considered to be the safest
and most effective for meeting the most important health
system needs. While generic versions of drugs on this list
could still be fake or substandard, the existence of the list
helps countries prioritise limited resources.Third, there
are prequalification programs which are lists that contain
laboratories, specific drugs and sources of active phar-
maceutical ingredients that the WHO has inspected, evalu-
ated, and confirmed to be acceptable for use. This helps
governments and national regulators procure safe
medicines.Fourth, is the Good Manufacturing Practices
(GMP) certification which ensures that pharmaceutical
products are consistently produced and controlled to qual-
ity standards. Most countries will only accept the import
and sale of medicines that have been manufactured by
internationally recognised GMPs. It is used by pharma-
ceutical regulators and the pharmaceutical industry in
over 100 countries.And finally the WHO certification
scheme. A Certificate of Pharmaceutical Products (CoPP)
can be requested by a country that wants to import a
medicine, and it would issued by the exporting country
according to the WHO guidelines. It acts like a passport
for medicines, proving the item is approved and safely
made in the exporting country.These measures certainly
provide some protection against dangerous drugs, but
the protections they offer simply aren’t enough. Without
the level of oversight seen in countries like the U.K., these
measures often fail to prevent substandard drugs from
reaching patients. For example, a paper published this
year revealed the results of testing of 84 drugs intended
for shipment from India to Nigeria. All 84 held CoPPs. All

“Nofuelfor old vehicles:

Nofue
Delhibegins crackaown
using Al cameras

New Delhi: In a major step toward combating ve-
hicular pollution, the Delhi government has begun en-
forcing strict new rules on End-of-Life (EOL) vehicles start-
ing Tuesday.As per the directives issued by the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Management (CAQM), all petrol pumps
across the National Capital Territory (NCT) will deny fuel
to old vehicles identified through Al-powered Automatic
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras.From Tues-
day onwards, EOL vehicles, those that have exceeded
their legal age limit of 10 years for diesel and 15 years for
petrol vehicles, will not be allowed to refuel at petrol or
diesel stations. These vehicles will also be liable for hefty
fines if found in public places.Four-wheeler owners found
violating the rule will be fined Rs 10,000, while two-
wheeler owners will face a penalty of Rs 5,000.
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Mob vandalises man’s house after he elopes
with married woman in Belagavi

A mob of over 50 people ransacked and vandalised
a house in Karnataka’s Belagavi district on Sunday after
a man eloped with a married woman, the police said on
Tuesday while announcing three arrests in the case.After
Yallappa Naik from Bharamyanatti village eloped with
Nagavva, the woman’s relatives and other villagers
barged into his home and, according to the police com-
plaint, ransacked it by removing the roof tiles and dam-
aging the television, furniture, and other
valuables.Yallappa’s father Bheemappa, who filed the

complaint, said the mob carried knives, swords, and sticks.
“Those inside the house escaped the attack, though my
wife was injured. They stole 25 sheep, gold and silver
ornaments, and cash,” he told reporters.His complaint
stated that the stolen ornaments and cash are worth Rs 3
lakh.

According to a police officer, Yallappa and Nagavva
had known each other for many years. Nagavva married
last year. “Their families learnt about the relationship only
recently and warned Yallappa,” the officer said.The po-
lice have yet to trace Yallappa and Nagavva, and neither
family has filed any complaint in this regard.A court has
remanded the arrested accused—Nagaraja Naika, 33,
Ravi Beejagatti, 40, and Eshwar Mucchandi, 22—to judi-
cial custody.The Marihal police arrested them on charges
including attempted murder, criminal trespass, rioting,
and unlawful assembly.Belagavi Police Commissioner
Borase Bhushan Gulabrao said the allegations made in
the complaint were being verified. “We have formed a
special team to arrest the accused. We received a call to
the 112 police emergency helpline, and by the time we
reached, the mob had fled the spot,” he added.

Can a museum create innovators? This
Bengaluru science centre is trying

Lasers bouncing through prisms, sound waves rip-
pling across water, and biokinetic devices inspired by
nature are among the hands-on exhibits drawing hun-
dreds of visitors each week to the Param Foundation’s
Science Experience Centres in Bengaluru’s Jayanagar
and Whitefield.These science museums move between
an artistic and interactive approach to science, blending
traditional and Indian approaches to science. Exhibits
are split between the themes of the five “elements” in
Indian philosophy; ie; Prithvi (Earth), Jal (Water), Vayu
(Wind), Agni (Fire), and Akasha (the Sky).The interactive
approach is quickly visible as soon as one enters Param’s
new premises at Whitefield — in the form of a recycled-
cardboard simulated submarine that displays the differ-
ent parameters of the ocean at various depths — from
temperature, pressure, or even the kind of fish one might
expect to see on a screen.The centre targets various de-
mographics of those who might be interested in the sci-
entific principles on display — from gamified and interac-
tive elements to engage younger sections of the crowd,
to more complex concepts for those more familiar with
various sciences.For instance, a visitor could engage with
the differences between primary colours via a game test-
ing their ability to distinguish increasingly subtle colours
— or they could take a look at the mathematical represen-
tations of various shapes that might extend beyond four
dimensions (such as a tesseract — a representation of
what a cube might become with a fourth dimension be-
yond length, width, and height — or advanced concepts
such as the Calabi-Yau manifold.)The centre also hosts
a workshop that users can rent access to for a day, en-
abling them to test out prototypes of devices such as ro-
bots or create molds using a 3D printer.Inavamsi Enaganti,
one of the CEOs of the Param Foundation, spoke to The
Indian Express regarding the objectives behind the Sci-
ence Experience Centre projects. He said, “The dream
was never just a museum — we believe anyone can inno-

vate and our mission is transformlng ordinary citizens
into innovators. Every single visitor is an experiment on
seeing if we can convert them into an innovator — some-
one who can find a problem plaguing them and try and
come up with a solution.”Enaganti noted that a large 14
lakh square foot premises was being planned on Magadi
Road, while also looking at taking the Science Centre
concept to other countries as well. He added, “While we
are targeting primarily the 10-25 age group or an ex-
tended 6 -35, anyone would enjoy the experience from
adults to families including grandparents.”

Enaganti noted that the goal was for these centres
to be an evolving experience, pointing out that each ex-
hibit is usually designed by a different person — with many
differences likely to be seen after a few months.In many
ways, the concept of interactive science in Bengaluru
museums began with exhibits at the Visvesvaraya Indus-
trial and Technological Museum, a familiar memory to
Bangaloreans across the decades. Enaganti said, “While
it is not a direct inspiration, it is something that we grew
up with. It is definitely one of the institutions that made a
lasting impact on us.”The Science Centre premises are
open on all days except Monday. Tickets at the Whitefield
premises for all-day entry are priced at Rs 450 on week-
days and Rs 550 on weekends.

Karnataka car blast probe uncovers
crude bomb supply chain, 4 arrested

The investigation into a fatal car explosion on Na-
tional Highway-48 in Karnataka’s Tumakuru last week
has uncovered an alleged crude country bomb supply
chain in the Uttara Kannada district, leading to four
arrests.While the Tumakuru police have arrested the al-
leged supplier of the explosives, a follow-up probe by the
Ankola police resulted in the arrest of three others ac-
cused of possessing and concealing the crude, country-
made bombs.

The cases are linked to an incident on June 27,
when Nagendra, 30, allegedly abducted a woman from
Bengaluru at knifepoint in an Uber cab. The police said
that while the cab was passing through the Sira subdivi-
sion, he allegedly attempted to attack the woman with a
knife and threatened the driver, claiming he was carrying
crude bombs.A senior police officer said this prompted
the driver to stop the vehicle near a roadside dhaba on
National Highway-48. “The driver and the woman imme-
diately got out of the cab. The driver began flagging down
passing vehicles to rescue her, and a two-wheeler rider
stopped and took her away from the spot,” the officer
added.The Uber driver managed to throw one crude
bomb out of the vehicle after Nagendra allegedly tried to
ignite it. Nagendra allegedly ignited another crude bomb
inside the vehicle, triggering an explosion that killed him
on the spot.A Special Investigation Team (SIT) led by the
Sira Sub-Division police launched an extensive probe,
visiting Nagendra’s village in Uttara Kannada, the
survivor’s village, and locations in Bengaluru where the
accused had stayed before tracing the source of the
explosives.The investigation led to the arrest of George
Niklov Fernandes, 64, a resident of Chandavar village in
Uttara Kannada district, who allegedly supplied the crude

bombs to Nagendra. He was arrested during a joint op-
eration by the Tumakuru and Uttara Kannada police on
Monday night.According to the police, the investigation
further revealed that Fernandes had allegedly supplied
crude bombs to three other people, prompting the regis-
tration of a separate case at the Ankola police station.In
the follow-up operation, the Ankola police arrested
Narayan Gowda and Nagaraj Gowda, both residents of
Honnalli village, and Sandeep Gowda of Shiragunji vil-
lage in Ankola taluk. The police also searched the pre-
mises of Narayan and Nagaraj.During questioning, the
two allegedly admitted that they had stored country-made
bombs for use in illegal fishing. They also told investiga-
tors that after Nagendra, who was their relative, died in
the June 27 explosion, they hid the explosives in a nearby
forest. Based on this information, the police recovered
three crude, country-made bombs from the forest, which
were seized and shifted for safe storage and disposal.A
case was registered at Ankola police station under sec-
tions of the Explosive Substances Act, 1908,

Rain boost for Mumbai’s 7 lakes as water
levels finally rise after weeks of depletion

After weeks of plummeting water levels, the total
stock in the seven lakes supplying Mumbai’s water fi-
nally recorded a marginal jump Wednesday, following a
torrential downpour across the region. Spurred by con-
tinuous rain, Powai Lake, an artificial reservoir primarily
used for industrial purposes, filled to capacity and began
overflowing early in the morning.Mumbai draws its daily
potable water supply from seven key lakes: Tulsi, Tansa,
Vehar, Modak Sagar, Bhatsa, Upper Vaitarna, and Middle
Vaitarna. Together, they have a cumulative holding ca-
pacity of 14.47 lakh million litres. Due to a delayed mon-
soon and a lack of pre-monsoon showers, lake levels
had dipped so significantly that the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) was forced to implement a
citywide 10 per cent water cut, along with a 20 per cent
reduction for commercial and sports complexes.Despite

steady spells of rain since the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) declared the onset of the southwest mon-
soon in Mumbai, water levels had continued to deplete
daily. Meteorologists attributed this downward trend to
insufficient rainfall directly over the lakes’ catchment ar-
eas, five of which are situated deep inland and away
from the coast.The heavy spells on Tuesday finally moved
the needle. While the total stock in the seven lakes had
dipped to a critical 6.75 per cent of total capacity by Tues-
day morning, it recovered marginally to 7.18 per cent, or
1.03 lakh million litres, by Wednesday morning.Due to
the ongoing heavy rains, the water levels in Modak Sagar,
Tansa, Middle Vaitarna, Vihar, and Tulsi lakes have risen
by 1.72 metres. In contrast, Upper Vaitarna and Bhatsa,
two of the largest water-supply lakes, have experienced
a decline in water levels.

Monsoon set to enter
Chandigarh, Punjab and Haryana

The southwest monsoon is set to advance further
into north India, with the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), Chandigarh, on Tuesday forecasting
favourable conditions for its arrival in parts of Punjab,
Haryana and Chandigarh over the next three to four
days.The weather office has also forecast a significant
increase in rainfall activity across the region between
July 2 and July 6, with heavy rain likely at isolated places.

In a special weather bulletin, the IMD said the south-
west monsoon has advanced into more parts of Madhya
Pradesh, the remaining parts of Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand, parts of Uttar Pradesh, and some areas of
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh. The north-
ern limit of the monsoon currently passes through Surat,
Indore, Sagar, Sidhi, Azamgarh, Ayodhya, Bareilly,
Dehradun, Mandi and adjoining regions.According to the
department, atmospheric conditions have become
favourable for the monsoon to advance further into the

remaining parts of north India, including parts of Punjab,
Haryana and Chandigarh, as well as Jammu and Kash-
mir, and the remaining areas of Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh, during the next three to four days.For
Chandigarh, Punjab and Haryana, the IMD has forecast
light to moderate rain at isolated places on June 30, fol-
lowed by a gradual increase in rainfall activity. Moderate
rain is likely at a few places on July 1, while many places
across the three regions are expected to receive rainfall
between July 2 and July 6.The department has also fore-
cast thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and gusty
winds of 40-50 kmph from July 1 onwards.Heavy rainfall
is likely at isolated places in Punjab on July 2, 3, 4 and 6.
Haryana and Chandigarh are expected to receive heavy
rain at isolated places between July 2 and July 6.

The IMD has warned that the wet spell may lead to
waterlogging in low-lying areas, traffic congestion due to
slippery roads and reduced visibility, and short-term dis-
ruptions to civic services such as water and electricity
supply. Damage to harvested crops left in the open is
also likely.The weather department has advised farmers
not to leave harvested crops in the open and to avoid
applying fertilisers and pesticides during the rainy spell.
Residents have been urged to avoid venturing into wa-
terlogged areas, stay away from rivers and other water
bodies, refrain from taking shelter under trees or weak
structures during thunderstorms, and drive cautiously
during periods of heavy rain.The IMD said district-wise
forecasts and warnings for Punjab and Haryana have
also been issued separately, and further updates will be
released as the monsoon advances across the region.

Centre sends eviction
notice to Delhi Gymkhana Club

The notice, under the Public Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorised Occupant) Act, 1971, asks for the club’s
representative to appear before the Land and Develop-
ment Office for a hearing on July 7. It adds that the pre-
mises in question “constitute valuable public premises
vested in the Union of India and the Government is under
an obligation to regulate, protect and utilize such public
property in accordance with public interest and public
purpose”.Under the lease deed, the lessor (government)
can resume and re-enter, or take back, the premises if it
is required for a public purpose, the notice says. On May
22, the Land and Development Office (L&DO) had writ-
ten to the club informing it that the land was needed for
strengthening defence infrastructure and other public
projects.“Despite lawful determination of the lease and
despite being called upon to hand over possession, the
respondent failed to vacate the premises and continues
in occupation thereof...Because valuable government
land situated in the National Capital cannot be permitted
to remain under unauthorised occupation contrary to
governmental determination and larger public interest,”
the government’s eviction notice read.The 27.3 acre plot
was leased out in 1928 for the Imperial Gymkhana Club,
which became Delhi Gymkhana Club after Independence.

When the lease ended on May 22, the L&DO said it was
“critically required for strengthening and securing of De-
fence infrastructure and other vital public security pur-
poses. The land is essential to fulfil urgent institutional
needs, governance infrastructure, and public-interest
projects, integrated with the resumption of adjoining gov-
ernment lands”. The L&DO had asked for the premised to
be handed over by June 5, which led members to move
the Delhi High Court. The court, however, did not order a
stay. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta told the court that
the government would proceed as per procedure estab-
lished under law.

*Challenge to Bahujan pride’: BJP’s Medha Kulkarni
draws ire over rituals at Pune’s Phule Wada

The BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP Medha Kulkarni on Mon-
day performed Vat Purnima rituals—which involve women
worshipping the banyan tree and praying for their hus-
bands’ long life—at Pune’s historic Mahatma Phule
Wada, where the social reformer and his wife had stayed,
drawing strong objection from Other Backward Classes
(OBC) and Bahujan activists.The critics said the place
was where Mahatma Jyotiba Phule and Savitribai Phule
had spent their lives "fighting against rigid and discrimi-
natory traditions of Sanatanist orthodoxy”. They alleged
that Kulkarni’s was not merely a personal celebration of
a festival, but a deliberate political and social manoeu-
vre.

"While worshipping a banyan tree on Vat Purnima
is a matter of personal faith, what is the exact intent of
Medha Kulkarni behind choosing the Mahatma Phule
Wada—a site that taught the nation equality and rational-
ity and where the Satyashodhak Samaj (Truth Seekers’
Society) was founded?” asked Vishal Jadhav, working
president of the OBC Sangharsh Samiti.The activists
asked whether Kulkarni could not find any other place in
Pune for her Vat Purnima worship.Speaking to The In-
dian Express, Jadhav said, “Medha Kulkarni is an edu-
cated MP. Why is she trying to spread superstitious be-
liefs? And that too by going to the historic Mahatma Phule
Wada from where the social reformer started his cam-
paign to rid people of regressive mindsets, outdated ide-
als, and superstitious beliefs. The MP lives in the Kothrud
area. Why did she come all the way to Ganj Peth? The
MP’s behaviour is an open challenge to the pride of the
Bahujan community and the progressive ideology of the
Phule couple.”Ananda Kudale, president of the
Dnyanjyoti Savitribai Phule Smarak Samiti, said the BJP
MP’s action proved that some in Pune still consider the
Manusmriti to be their constitution.”History bears witness
to the fact that when Mahatma Phule and Savitribai Phule
opened the doors of education for the marginalised and

women, the contemporary orthodox elements vehemently
opposed their work and ideologies,” Kudale said.Jadhav
said such methods are being adopted to diminish their
revolutionary legacy “because open opposition is no
longer possible”.”This is nothing but a deliberate attempt
to ‘Sanatanize’ a sacred ground of revolution. It is the
height of ingratitude to bring the very traditions that Ma-
hatma Phule fought against his entire life into his own
historic home,” he said.The critics warned that the Bahujan
community would teach a lesson at the right time to such
elements who are attempting to create ideological terror
in progressive Maharashtra.

When contacted by, Medha Kulkarni said the event
was organised by local women and activists and not her.
“Where | am invited, | attend those events. | want to
emphasise that this event was not organised by me. Even
otherwise, | had performed the rituals at the wada last
year as well,” she said.Kulkarni said, "Even the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India had given permission for the event.
Actually, it is not a question of permission. Something
that has been going on for years continues every year.
Such traditional activities have been continuing at sev-
eral places in the state.”

Murder case against 2 UP cops over

Dalit labourer’s

A 44-year-old Dalit labourer died after police in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ballia allegedly picked him up to locate his
son, with his family alleging he was harassed and as-
saulted. A murder case has now been registered against
two policemen, a village head and three others. The po-
licemen have been suspended, even as police deny cus-
todial assault.The case has sparked protests by the
victim’s family, who alleged that police assaulted Kamiji
Gond to force him to reveal the whereabouts of his son,
Vishal Gond, 22, an accused in an assault case. They
claimed he was later dumped unconscious in a field be-
fore those involved fled the scene. He died after being
taken to hospital.

Police rejected the allegations, maintaining that
Kamiji developed breathing difficulties during question-
ing and was released into the care of a local resident. A
magisterial inquiry has also been ordered into the cir-
cumstances surrounding his death.Acting on a complaint
filed by Vishal, Ballia Police said they registered a mur-
der case against six people, including Sub-Inspector

‘custodial’ death

Sachin Saroj, Constable Ankit Singh, village head
Ashutosh Shankar Singh and three local residents, at
Revati police station. No arrests have been made so far.
Two of the accused are members of the Dalit
community.Superintendent of Police Ballia, Omvir Singh,
said the sub-inspector and constable who were involved
in the questioning have been suspended, while the Sta-
tion House Officer of Revati police station, Raj Kishore
Singh, has been removed from his post pending further
inquiry.Singh said a magisterial inquiry had also been
ordered to examine the circumstances surrounding the
labourer’s death.‘Father was asleep, cops picked him
up’Speaking to The Indian Express, Vishal said the se-
quence of events began on July 7, when he got into an
argument with a local shopkeeper, Suraj Kannaujia, af-
ter visiting his shop near Khedan Chauraha in Gaighat
village to buy chicken. The altercation allegedly esca-
lated into a physical fight before local residents inter-
vened.
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Editorial

Why Singeetham deserves
Dacasaheb Phalke Award

An American poet and author once famously noted:
“Creativity is the language we use to communicate the
urgency of our dreams for a better future”.It aptly reflects
the remarkable record-breaking feat of the 94-year-old
Telugu and Indian filmmaker Singeetham Srinivasa Rao,
who has just released his 61st film, Sing Geetham (a
pun on his surname). The film is a one-of-a-kind musi-
cal, the first of its kind in Telugu cinema, and arguably in
Indian cinema, demonstrating his unending passion and
enthusiasm to realise a dream he had nurtured for more
than 40 years.The life of Singeetham, the son of a school
headmaster from Gudur, Andhra Pradesh, is an inspir-
ing journey — from a young physics graduate at Presi-
dency College to a legendary filmmaker who consis-
tently pushed the boundaries of storytelling with innova-
tive ideas and scripts in every film he directed.

The cultural theory of Stuart Hall suggests that cul-
ture is not a fixed entity but a ‘fluid’ process that interacts
with its geography and people and responds to chang-
ing social realities. Indian cinema, however, has tradi-
tionally focused on the commercial viability of films and
the star system associated with them. As a result, inno-
vative storytelling takes a back seat.lt is in this context
that Singeetham Srinivasa Rao stands out as a rare film-
maker who successfully married art and commerce in
mainstream Indian cinema.Coming from the Telugu cin-
ema industry, currently India’s biggest filmmaking in-
dustry, Singeetham made bold creative choices. He ex-
plored diverse genres, pioneered several, and remained
contemporary by keeping pace with the evolving global
cinematic landscape.

Singeetham started as an assistant to legendary
Telugu filmmaker KV Reddy in 1954, and soon became
his associate during the making of classics such as
Mayabazaar (1957) and Jagadekaveeruni Katha
(1961).The choices Singeetham made later in his ca-
reer were directly influenced by his apprenticeship un-
der KV Reddy. His mentor effortlessly moved across
genres — directing the social drama Donga Ramudu
(1955), the mythological classic Mayabazar (1957), the
family drama Pellinaati Pramanalu (1958), the folklore
fantasy Jagadekaveeruni Katha (1961), and the mytho-
logical Sri Krishnarjuna Yuddhamu (1963), among
others.With the release of Sing Geetham, his 61st film,
the veteran filmmaker further cements his legacy as one
of India’s greatest cinematic visionaries after more than
seven decades of pioneering filmmaking When
Singeetham made his directorial debut with Neeti Nijayiti
in 1972, he chose an unconventional story about a
wealthy mute man manipulated by his elder brother and
a young woman who reforms and empowers him. At a
time when heroes were celebrated for their lengthy dia-
logues and larger-than-life personas, this was an ex-
traordinary creative decision.His decision to place a
strong woman at the centre of the narrative became a
recurring feature of his work. All his movies portray inde-
pendent women, whether professionals or
homemakers.Singeetham ventured into Tamil cinema
with another bold choice — adapting Dikkatra Parvati,
the novel by statesman and writer C Rajagopalachari.
The film narrates the story of a village woman and her
struggles with an alcoholic husband. It earned him his
first National Film Award in 1974 for Best Tamil Feature
Film and introduced him to Tamil cinema, where he later
collaborated extensively with actor Kamal Haasan
across several genres.

Cooling failure in
Mumbai AC local leaves
commuters gasping during
rush hour; one hospitalised

A cooling system failure on a Mumbai AC local train
at Mulund left passengers gasping for breath during rush
hour.A cooling system failure on a Mumbai AC local train
at Mulund left passengers gasping for breath during rush
hour.Passengers aboard a crowded AC local train
struggled to breathe after a technical failure shut down
the cooling system while the train remained halted at
Mulund station during Monday morning’s peak rush, forc-
ing one commuter to be hospitalised.The incident oc-
curred around 9.26 am, when the 8.33 am Titwala-CSMT
AC local developed a fault in its air-conditioning system
while standing at Platform 2 of Mulund station. The cool-
ing system stopped working for nearly 15 minutes, caus-
ing temperatures inside the packed coaches to rise
rapidly.Unlike non-AC local trains, the doors of AC locals
remain locked through an automatic door-closing system
and cannot be opened manually by passengers. With the
cooling system shut down, ventilation inside the coaches
was severely affected, leaving commuters struggling to
breathe.According to railway officials, three passengers
complained of breathing difficulties and sought medical
assistance.One commuter, identified as Fahim Ansari, was
shifted to a nearby hospital for treatment, while the other
two recovered and continued
their journeys. Videos shared
on social media showed rail-
way personnel and fellow com-
muters assisting affected pas-
g sengers after the train reached
the platform.Officials said the
rake was withdrawn from ser-
vice after it reached Kurla sta-
tion. The AC local was subse-
quently sent to the workshop for repairs after an air-condi-
tioning fault was detected. Two scheduled services oper-
ated by the same rake were cancelled.The incident is not
unprecedented. In 2018, an air-conditioning malfunction
on a Borivali-Churchgate AC local left commuters sweat-
ing profusely and complaining of suffocation. Western
Railway had then attributed the problem to a technical
glitch and carried out restoration work on the rake.The
latest incident has once again raised concerns over the
reliability of Mumbai’s AC suburban train services, par-
ticularly during peak hours when packed coaches rely
entirely on functioning air-conditioning systems for
ventilation.Railway officials said the cause of Monday’s
malfunction is being examined.

Farmers protest in Morbi

agalnst Adani
o =5

"""r\-u-.

Farmers in Morbi have announced a padyatra on
July 14 as part of their ongoing protest at Jetpar village
against installation of 756 kV D/c line by Halvad Trans-
mission Limited, a special purpose vehicle of Adani En-
ergy Solutions Ltd (AESL) — the country’s largest private-
sector power transmission and distribution company —
from Khavda in Kutch to Halvad in Morbi across a length
of 246 km.People from across Gujarat will participate in
the 3.5 km foot march, to be flagged off at 9 am from
Mahendranagar Chokdi and concluded at the Collector
office in Morbi at noon.

“We will hold the padyatra against the state
government’s latest resolution which is anti-farmers and
a strategy to divide the farmers,” Vaibhav Amrutiya, one of
the protesting Jetpar farmers, told The Indian Express.The
farmers will submit a representation to the Morbi Collec-
tor, raising their objections to the Government Resolution
(GR) issued on July 4.As reported by The Indian Express
on July 7, the farmers are unhappy with the state govern-
ment resolution. Though the farmers called off their fast,
they announced the stage-3 of the protest, what they called
‘satyagrah’.Following the GR issued on July 4 that has
‘superseded’ the provisions of all the resolutions issued
earlier by the state government regarding compensation
for damage caused to land and crops during the laying of
transmission lines and transmission towers, the farmers
said that they would continue their protest demanding
clarity on these guidelines.While the first phase was a
symbolic fast that started on June 7, the farmers started
the stage 2 of the protest on June 17 with the indefinite
hunger strike. The ‘part 3’ of the protest, ‘satyagrah’, will
be launched in a “planned manner”, they said.“We are
against the lottery system which the state government has

power project

introduced to decide the market price of the land. A farmer
can never be benefitted from a lottery system. Also, when
the compensation for the tower has been revised, why not
the ‘Right of Way’ for the cables which remains 30, 45 and
60 per cent. In this case, a farmer, whose land is used for
laying cables, will be at a major loss,” Vaibhav Amrutiya
had told this paper.Already, discussions with farmers from
village till taluka, district and state level have been started
to formalise the demands. Farmers and sarpanches from
12 districts including Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar and
Vadodara met at Jetpar village on July 9 to decide the
future course of action.Farmers’ committees will be formed
at the district, taluka and gram panchayat levels and after
that, the demands will be decided, they said.The farmers
warned that if they are not given adequate compensation
for the electricity poles and cables being installed on their
land, they will not hesitate to vote against the BJP in the
coming elections.

The Government Resolution issued by the Energy
and Petroleum Department on July 4 states that the final
market price will be determined by the Market Rate Com-
mittee (MRC) based on the ‘reference market rate’ as well
as a ‘lottery system’. Under the process, evaluators have
to submit reports in a sealed cover directly to the District
Collector within 21 days of their appointment by the com-
mittee. After receiving all three reports — one by the land-
owners’ representative, one by the TSP (Transmission
service provider) and one by the District Collector — two
reports will be opened by the District Collector after se-
lecting them through a ‘lottery system’.For the valuation of
the land, the committee will appoint land valuers who are
empanelled by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of
India (IBBI) — ‘desirable’ that these valuers should be
primarily state valuers. Three valuers will be appointed
on the day of the committee meeting itself.As per the new
guidelines, the ‘method’ laid down for determining the
‘Reference Market Rate’ states that if the difference in the
market rates determined by the two selected valuers is
less than 20 per cent of the lower value, the average value
of both the valuations will be considered as the reference
market rate.In the second case, if the difference between
the two is more than 20 per cent, the reference market
rate can be fixed at 10 per cent more than the lower valu-
ation. “Only if this is not acceptable, the sealed report of
the third valuer shall be opened and the reference market
rate shall be finalised by taking the average of the two
lowest valuations,” the guidelines state.

Bomb hoaxes, gripe about cops’
‘plight’, a probe stalled over VPN

More than three months after the Regional Passport
Office in Baner received two bomb threats by email—one
claiming to draw attention to the “humiliation” of constables
in Tamil Nadu—the Pune city police have failed to get any
clues about their origin because the senders used a vir-
tual private network (VPN) to hide their identities.As per
police records, the first threat message was received on
the official email address of the Regional Passport Office
at around 10.07 am on February 26. The message sent
from sunniya_dasan @ outlook.com stated that “Tamil Nadu
Constables are being forced to clean their clothes and
dirty utensils” of an actress and “concubines” of a political
party in the state, due to which “many have experienced
humiliation and diarrhoea”.

“Therefore, the former Q branch members of Azad
Kashmir Pak ISI cells” operating in Mysuru have targeted
the Passport Office “to make a statement against this prac-
tice and to implement the recommendations of the Nainar
Das Police Union of 1979 in Tamil Nadu for the constables.
We have no other way to hear our demands, sorry,” it
added.The email further stated that “19 RDX IEDs made

Will Sharad Pawar

using c-4 RDX” were planted at important places in the
passport office and would explode during lunchtime.
“....The IED will automatically detonate when the ex-Tamil
Nadu policeman-Pakistan ISI members carrying remote
control” would trigger it within 100 feet of the premises
and “if for some reason, they do not activate, the members
themselves will come inside the building and blow them-
selves up along with all the staff like in the Sri Lankan
Easter suicide operation”. The email also mentioned “Tamil
Nadu Retrieval Troops-Khalistan Tigers” along with the
name of a Tamil film producer. The police said the email’s
content was “irrelevant” and had nothing to do with any-
body at the passport office.The passport office received a
second email threat, from
sourav_biswas21@hotmail.com, on March 20. It stated
that “19 Cyanide gas bombs were placed in the wash-
room of the passport office and they would explode at
2.18 pm”.After receiving the threat emails, the passport
office immediately contacted the police, who, along with a
bomb detection and disposal squad, checked the pre-
mises thoroughly. Nothing suspicious was found, but the
bomb hoaxes disturbed work at the passport office.The
police launched an investigation against unidentified
people on charges including endangering life or personal
safety, criminal intimidation, and statements conducing to
public mischief causing fear.Senior Police Inspector
Chandrashekhar Sawant said, “The probe revealed that
a VPN was used for sending the bomb hoax messages
through emails. There are no clues yet about the accused
persons. The probe is underway.”A police officer said a
VPN hides the user’s internet protocol address, making it
difficult to trace the location from where they access the
internet.Jatin Pote, Public Relations Officer at the Regional
Passport Office, is the complainant in both cases.Passport
offices at Chennai and Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu and in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, also received similar bomb hoaxes
this y

[eave the MVA?

Mixed signals unsettle NCP (SP)

Will Sharad Pawar’s Nationalist Congress Party (SP)
remain with the opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) or
move closer to the BJP-led NDA? The question is no longer
confined to political circles. It is now dividing the party
itself, with at least half its MLAs telling the leadership they
would rather join the ruling alliance than remain in the
opposition, according to senior party leaders.The pres-
sure is being driven as much by governance as by poli-
tics. According to party sources, at least five of the party’s
10 MLAs have argued that joining the NDA would make it
easier to secure development funds and administrative
approvals for their constituencies. For them, the issue is
increasingly administrative rather than ideological.

“The meetings and talks are happening almost on a
daily basis. At least five MLAs have told the leadership
that instead of merging with the Congress or staying within
the opposition front, it is better to join hands with the NDA,”
a senior leader said.Several legislators, sources said,
have also expressed frustration over what they describe
as the party’s inconsistent political positioning.“Sometimes
we abstain from voting or sometimes we don’t oppose the
government on several issues. It is better to take a stand
of joining the ruling alliance instead of staying within the
opposition,” another MLA said.Sharad Pawar has so far
remained silent on the speculation and, according to party
leaders, has not convened any formal meeting to discuss
the party’s future political course. His daughter and Lok
Sabha MP Supriya Sule has stopped short of either ruling
out or endorsing the possibility of joining the NDA. Senior
leader Jayant Patil, meanwhile, has told colleagues in
informal meetings that at least half the party’s MLAs are

inclined towards joining the ruling alliance.The debate
intensified after six Lok Sabha MPs from Shiv Sena (UBT)
joined the Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena, citing easier
access to government approvals and development funds
for their constituencies as one of the reasons for their
decision. Their move triggered speculation that the NCP
(SP) could instead explore a merger with the Congress to
prevent further erosion of its organisation and legislative
strength.Congress leaders in Maharashtra, however, are
learnt to have advised the party high command against a
formal merger, favouring instead the induction of individual
leaders willing to join the Congress.Although the NCP
(SP), with 10 MLAs in the Assembly and eight Lok Sabha
MPs, is the smallest among Maharashtra’s six major po-
litical parties, its parliamentary strength has assumed sig-
nificance at a time when the BJP-led NDA is looking to
bolster its numbers ahead of key legislation, including the
proposed delimitation Bill. Party leaders believe the NDA
would be open to support from smaller parties such as the
NCP (SP).A series of political meetings over the past few
days has only fuelled the speculation.During his visit to
the legislature to attend a high-power committee meeting
on the Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute, Sharad
Pawar made an unscheduled visit to Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde’s office. Shinde left the ongoing Cabi-
net meeting to receive him.Days later, senior NCP (SP)
leader Jayant Patil met BJP Rajya Sabha MP Vinod
Tawde. That was followed by a meeting between NCP
(SP) MLC Eknath Khadse and Tawde, after which Khadse
also met Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray.

New Karnataka High Court
building: State to allocate
Bangalore Turf Club land
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The state government Monday informed the
Karnataka High Court that it will soon pass a resolution
allocating Bangalore Turf Club land for the construction
of a new high court building.Advocate General Shashi
Kiran Shetty informed the high court about the
government’s decision orally during the hearing of a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by one Sharan Desai, who
sought a direction to the state government to grant 30 or
more acres of land in Bengaluru, for the construction of a
new high court building complex.

During the hearing, a division bench comprising Chief
Justice Vibhu Bakhru and Justice K S Hemalekha permit-
ted the request made by Advocate General Shashi Kiran
Shetty to relist the matter after a month so that he could
place on record further details.The bench on the previous
hearing had orally observed that the building to be con-
structed should be able to cater to the needs for at least
the next 30 to 50 years. The bench has now posted the
matter for further hearing on August 28.In February, the
Karnataka Cabinet had approved leasing 110 acres and
20 guntas of land at Kunigal Stud Farm near Tumakuru to
the Bangalore Turf Club for 29 years to conduct horse
racing.A petition has been filed challenging the proposed
shift. The high court had earlier issued notice on the peti-
tion and sought the state government’s response.The
petition was filed by urban conservationist Vijay Nishanth,
claiming that the impugned order of shifting is vitiated by
the complete non-application of the Environment Impact
Assessment notification, 2006.0n October 26 last year,
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar, who was then deputy chief
minister, had said during a citizen outreach event held at
Cubbon Park that the Karnataka government was explor-
ing the possibility of relocating the high court to a new and
larger site.The present building where the high court is
functioning is called ‘Attara Kacheri’ and is located inside
the lawns of Cubbon Park, opposite Vidhana Soudha,
which houses the State Legislature, and the
Secretariat.The Attara Kacheri originally comprised the
general and revenue secretariat of the erstwhile Mysore
state. It was renamed as the High Court of Mysore in 1929.
The administrative offices of the state also functioned in
the Attara Kacheri till 1956, when they were shifted to
Vidhana Soudha.

KPSCchairman
Shivashankarappa Sahukar
suspended over fllegal
selection of daughters

A statement issued by Lok Bhavan said Sahukar
“failed to recuse himself or formally declare a conflict of
interest while his dependents participated in the KPSC
selection process.”

Karnataka Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot sus-
pended the Karnataka Public Service Commission (KPSC)
Chairman, Shivashankarappa S Sahukar, Monday, fol-
lowing allegations that he facilitated the unlawful selec-
tion of his two daughters for government posts and failed
to disclose a conflict of interest.A statement issued by Lok
Bhavan said Sahukar “failed to recuse himself or formally
declare a conflict of interest while his dependents partici-
pated in the KPSC selection process.”

According to complaints received by the Governor,
Sahukar facilitated the illegal selection of his daughters
to the posts of Industrial Extension Officer.“One of the
daughters of the Chairman has obtained the income and
caste certificate by declaring the family income of Rs
40,000 per annum. This evidence indicates that the
Chairman’s daughter has claimed OBC Reservation and
Creamy Layer exemption by deliberate suppression of
facts and using manipulated lower-income declarations
in spite of having income more than the prescribed limit
and knowing that his father is working as the Chairman of
the Commission,” Governor said.

The statement also noted that, as per a 2002 gov-
ernment order, the children of the KPSC chairman are not
eligible to claim a reservation under the backward classes
quota. “In spite of this restriction, the Chairman and his
daughters have suppressed the vital information to get
undue benefit, which is an act impossible without admin-
istrative oversight or deliberate blindness by the head of
the Commission,” it said.

The Governor’s office noted that the income and
property returns submitted by Sahukar, along with other
facts, point to the chairman of KPSC with some certainty,
adding that this constituted misbehaviour.“Hence, the
Hon’ble Governor has recommended to the President of
India to make reference to the Supreme Court of India
under Article 371(1)of the Constitution of India for neces-
sary inquiry into the allegations made” against the KPSC
chairman.The Governor suspended the chairman to en-
sure a fair, impartial and uninfluenced investigation. “The
Governor has ordered that the next senior-most member
of the Commission act as Chairman, KPSC, until further
orders,” the release said.Last Friday, a First Information
Report (FIR)
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North Chennai residents, experts to propose alternatives
to waste-to-energy plant in Kodungaiyur

As the Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) ad-
vances the ?1,268.38 crore Integrated Solid Waste Pro-
cessing Facility (IWPF) in Kodungaiyur, residents of North
Chennai have roped in experts to propose alternatives to
the Waste-to-Energy (WtE) plant planned for the
area.Residents, under the aegis of the Federation of North
Chennai Residents’ Welfare Associations, have opposed
the project since its proposal. T.K. Shanmugam, presi-
dent of the federation, stated that during a recent meeting
with Chennai Mayor R. Priya, she said the project could
not be scrapped. “She asked us to propose alternative
plans and mentioned that, if a suitable and less invasive
plan is developed in consultation with experts, it could be
considered,” he said.Alternative proposalD.K.
Chythenyen of the Centre for Financial Accountability
(CFA) has confirmed that the CFA is preparing a pro-
posal for an alternative.

He noted that a study is being drafted in consulta-
tion with experts who have worked with the Kerala gov-
ernment on decentralised waste management. The al-
ternative model under preparation includes zero-waste
strategies, such as biomethanation and enhanced pub-
lic participation in waste segregation. The first draft is
currently under preparation.Carnatic singer T.M. Krishna
at a signature campaign organised by the Federation of
North Chennai Residents, demanding the scrapping of
the Kodungaiyur incinerator project in May 2025Carnatic
singer T.M. Krishna at a signature campaign organised
by the Federation of North Chennai Residents, demand-
ing the scrapping of the Kodungaiyur incinerator project
in May 2025 | Photo Credit: B. Jothi
RamalingamAccording to another expert involved in de-
veloping alternative proposals, cities that work in part-
nership with communities are implementing cost-effec-
tive methods, biomethanation, composting, recycling, and
proven combinations of less-invasive approaches that
function effectively upto the Panchayat level. For example,
in the Philippines, 90% of waste is reportedly managed
through recycling and composting, with only 10% sent to
landfills. These systems employ significant manpower,
thereby generating local employment. Similar
decentralised models have also been documented in
India, the expert added.Gaps flagged in Delhi incinerator

Earlier, the CFA had authored a related study on
WIE operations in Delhi. It had said Delhi currently oper-
ates four WiE plants, located at Okhla, Ghazipur, Bawana,
and Tehkhand. These facilities incinerate a total of 7,250
ton of municipal solid waste (MSW) per day, amounting
to 66% of the city’s daily waste. By 2027, authorities plan
to increase WLE capacity to handle 14,250 ton per day, it
had stated.According to this study, the combustion pro-
cess in WHEs releases residual heat into the environment
through multiple pathways, including flue gas, hot bot-
tom ash, condensers, and storage pits. Each ton of incin-
erated waste produces around 5,500 cubic metres of flue
gas at 200°C. Collectively, the four plants emit an esti-
mated 3,98,75,000 cubic metres of flue gas and 12,325
ton of CO2 daily.Residents under the Federation of North
Chennai Residents Association form a human chain at
Kodungaiyur in May 2025

The report also noted that, as per Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data submitted to the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) in April 2025, regular monitoring
of WtEs had not occurred between 2020 and 2024, with
sampling outsourced and infrequent.Opposition
continuesln a letter dated June 23, 2025, to the GCC, the
Federation of Residents Welfare Associations stated that
the current dump yard at Kodungaiyur is situated within
an ‘Institutional Use Zone’, as defined in the Second
Master Plan for Chennai Metropolitan Area, 2026. Refer-
ring to Development Regulation No. 19, the association
noted that the dumping and storage of waste in this zone
is a prohibited activity and urged for the immediate re-
moval of the dump yard.The letter further highlighted that
continued operations at the site have resulted in “severe
respiratory, cancerous and innumerable irretrievable dis-
eases” among the local population, composed largely of
wage-earners and those living below the poverty
line.Residents under the Federation of North Chennai
Residents Association form a human chain at
Kodungaiyur in May 2025Residents under the Federa-
tion of North Chennai Residents Association form a hu-
man chain at Kodungaiyur in May 2025 | Photo Credit: B.
Jothi Ramalingam‘No plans to scrap project’A senior of-
ficial from the GCC’s Solid Waste Management Depart-
ment, meanwhile, confirmed that there were no plans to
scrap the WtE project.The GCC recently floated a tender
worth ?8.53 crore for the appointment of an independent
engineer to oversee the project’s implementation, includ-
ing infrastructure development at the dump yard.The IWPF
project is expected to come up adjacent to the
Kodungaiyur dump yard, and comprises a WtE power
plant, an automated material recovery facility (MRF), a
composting unit, and a bio-CNG plant. The WtE and MRF
units account for ?71,026.41 crore of the total cost, while
?142.97 crore and 799 crore have been allocated for the
composting and bio-CNG facilities, respectively. The capi-
tal outlay for Phase | stands at 7853.20 crore, with Phase
Il projected at 415.18 crore.

When does the gender gap emerge
with respect to mathematical abilities?

Across the world, women are under-represented in
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathemat-
ics). Their absence has consequences: it narrows per-
spectives in STEM, potentially hinders progress in re-
search, and perpetuates gender differences at the
workplace.This inequality stands in stark contrast to the
fact that boys and girls begin school with the same math-
ematical abilities. A gender gap begins to emerge only
after boys and girls start learning the subject formally in
school, that is, during the first year. These are the find-
ings of a study published recently in Nature by research-
ers in France. Understanding this data and the underly-
ing reasons are crucial as they can help policymakers
intervene at the right time and in the right ways to narrow
the gap.Findings of the study

In the past, educationists, economists, sociologists,
psychologists, and others have conducted several stud-
ies. One study in the U.S. showed that a maths gender
gap favouring boys emerged within the first few years of
schooling. Another study that followed 2,633 children in
France found that a maths gender gap was absent in
kindergarten but became favourable to boys by ages 7-
8.The latest study in Nature reinforces what other studies
have found in the past, but by using “an exceptionally
large and exhaustive dataset,” according to the research-
ers. The researchers studied 26.53 lakh children aged 5-
7 years in France over four years. They analysed four
consecutive cohorts from 2018 to 2022. All these chil-
dren took the EvalAide, a nationwide battery of tests given
to first and second grade students to assess their lan-
guage and maths abilities.When boys and girls entered
school, their average maths performance was nearly iden-
tical in 2018. There were more boys clustered among the
top and bottom performers. However, just after
four?months of schooling, the researchers found a small
but highly significant gap emerging, which favoured boys.
By the next year, there were twice as many boys as girls
among the top 5% of performers.Importantly, this gap was
found in every cohort across the four consecutive years.
This meant that it was not due to any specific societal,
economic, or curricular changes in a particular year. The
gap was found in each region of France, in schools serv-
ing communities at both high and low socio-economical
levels, in private as well as public schools, and regard-
less of family composition.

Curiously, the gap between boys and girls was wider
if the children were from high-income families — a phe-
nomenon not found for language. It was also larger among
high-income families where both parents held scientific
occupations.Analysing the gender gapSince the children
had similar abilities when they started formal education,
we can conclude from the data that the gap is not related
to any fundamental gender differences in aptitudes. So
what explains the gap?First, a few caveats. Researchers
write that since the data is descriptive in nature, it can’t be
used to pin down causes. Second, a study conducted at
intervals prevents any evaluation of the potentially con-
tinuous effect of school exposure or the effect of vaca-
tions. Third, the tests were not strictly identical at all points
of time during the study. Fourth, the data is limited to one
country.Nevertheless, they offer some explanations con-
sistent with their findings.Maths problems are solved in a
particular time frame and in a competitive setting, and
these are conditions that girls are taught to fear. Their
consequent anxiety could be exacerbating the gap. The
researchers say this explanation is congruent with their
finding that greater test difficulty enhances the gender

gap.
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Stereotypes that boys are better at maths could also
be widening the gap. The researchers write that “maths-
related activities or exercises (for example, counting and
subtracting) start to be more clearly identified as belong-
ing to the maths domain” in primary school. They believe
that this “sudden labelling of maths-related activities as
‘maths’ (whereas language activities start earlier in pre-
school) might give space for gender stereotypes surround-
ing maths to emerge, to be internalised by children and,
eventually, to affect their self-concept and
performance.”The attitudes of primary school teachers
may be a factor as well. For example, teachers may en-
courage girls to read more and boys to do more division
and subtraction. That is, they may attribute intellect to
boys and diligence to girls. Parents may also have such
assumptions about aptitudes.Suggested interventionsAs
the problem begins after children start schooling, the re-
searchers believe improving teacher training will be a
crucial intervention. If teachers are encouraged to ques-
tion girls and boys equally often during maths and sci-
ence classes, and also to focus equally on the talents
and efforts of children of both genders, it could lead to
improved outcomes.Also, if teacher training in maths is
increased to improve their confidence and interest in this
topic, it could effectively reduce the gap. This, the re-
searchers say, is especially true of a country such as
France, where most primary school teachers are
female.Interventions could also be directed towards chil-
dren. For boys and girls to become convinced that maths
is worth the effort, they should be exposed to both male
and female role models with whom they can identify.The
researchers also suggest that girls should be provided
with ways to cope with anxiety related to competition.
They suggest implementing self-affirmation tasks. They
also express belief that accentuating an incremental view
of intelligence — that is, emphasising that abilities and
intelligence are malleable and can be developed through
effort and learning — would help.In short, it takes just a
few months for a gender gap to emerge, so quick inter-
ventions could help close the gap effectively.

Indlia’s Russian crude imports ht
record high in June: CREA repor

New Delhi: India’s imports of Russian crude oil
climbed to a record high in June, even as Russia’s over-
all oil export revenues declined amid softer global prices,
according to a report by the Centre for Research on En-
ergy and Clean Air (CREA).

The report said India imported Russian crude worth
EUR 4.5 billion during the month, a 34 per cent increase

What makes the Indian Constitution ‘secular’,
even without the word in the Preamble

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar on Saturday called
the Emergency-era addition of expressions “socialist” and
“secular” to the Constitution’s Preamble a “sacrilege to
the spirit of Sanatan”. Leaders such as Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, and RSS general secretary Dattareya
Hosabale have echoed the VP’s critique in recent
days.The words “socialist” and “secular” were added to
the Preamble through the Constitution (Forty-second
Amendment) Act of 1976, which made wholesale changes
to India’s founding document. While the Janata govern-
ment reversed most of these changes through the 44th
Amendment in 1978, the Preamble was left untouched.

The Preamble is a vision statement to the Constitu-
tion, or as the Supreme Court described in its 1961 ruling
in In Re: The Berubari Union, “a key to open the mind of
the makers” of the Constitution.In 1950, when the Consti-
tution was adopted, the Preamble read: “We, the People
Of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into
a Sovereign Democratic Republic” that would secure to
all its citizens “Justice... Equality... Liberty... and
Fraternity”.The 42nd Amendment in 1976 changed this
to “...Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic...”
and added the expression “integrity” to the description of
fraternity as a right, which now reads “assuring the dig-
nity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the
Nation...”.These were just a few of a whole host of
changes made by the 42nd Amendment, which introduced
the chapter on Fundamental Duties, added new Direc-
tive Principles on State Policy, diluted powers of judicial
review, and froze delimitation.These changes reflected
Indira Gandhi’s political objectives during the Emergency,
a 21-month period during which the Prime Minister ruled
by decree.

* Since the 1950s, the tussle between Parliament
and the judiciary had revolved around land reform: the
political class saw the Court’s upholding of fundamental
rights, especially the right to property, as placing indi-
vidual rights over collective rights of people.With Indira
Gandhi taking an explicit leftward turn — she nationalised
banks in 1969, abolished privy purses in 1971, and romped
to victory in Lok Sabha polls later that year with “Garibi
Hatao” (“End Poverty”) as her campaign slogan — the
inclusion of “socialist’” was to indicate the Constitution’s
alignment with the Prime Minister's economic roadmap.As
the 42nd Amendment’s Statement of Objects and Rea-
sons read, the addition was meant to “make the directive

principles more comprehensive and give them prece-
dence over those fundamental rights which have been
allowed to be relied upon to frustrate socioeconomic re-
forms...”.* The reason for adding “secular’ to the Pre-
amble was not as explicitly spelt out. But it came at a time
when the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, predecessor of the BJP,
was emerging as a potent political force.

In the 1967 general elections, the Jana Sangh had
won 35 seats, its best performance till then, and the Con-
gress’ tally dropped to 283. While the Congress bounced
back in 1971, the Jana Sangh nonetheless remained
among Indira Gandhi’s foremost political opponents
through the Emergency, when a number of its leaders,
including Atal Bihari Vajpayee and L K Advani were
jailed.“The founding fathers of our Constitution and of
our country had intended Indian society to be secular
and socialist... All we are doing now is to incorporate
them in the Constitution itself for they rightly deserve to
be mentioned there,” Indira had told Lok Sabha.* The
word “integrity” was brought into the Preamble at a time
when Indira’s political rhetoric — and justification for im-
posing the Emergency — centred around “forces divid-
ing the nation”.“When we talk of integrity, it is really the
quality or the state of being undivided... Whereas a na-
tion is composed of the people and the country, when we
talk of the integrity of the country, we talk of... maintaining
the indivisibility of the country along with the unity of the
nation,” then law Minister H R Gokhale had said in the
Parliament while speaking on the Bill.

While symbolic, the additions to the Preamble made
no substantive changes to the Constitution. As the SC
had noted in Berubari Union, “[the] Preamble is not a part
of the Constitution, and it has never been regarded as
the source of any substantive power...”Secularism is a
theme that permeates through the Constitution in several
other provisions. For instance, secularism is a key facet
of the right to equality enshrined in Article 14 of the Con-
stitution. Article 15 explicitly prohibits discrimination based
on religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. Article 16
guarantees equality of opportunity in matters of public
employment. These rights against the state make the
Constitution inherently secular.

This view has repeatedly been emphasised by the
Supreme Court. Even before the 42nd amendment al-
tered the Preamble, a 13-judge bench in the landmark
1973 Kesavananda Bharati ruling held that secularism is
a basic feature of the Constitution that cannot be done
away with.The secular character of the state, according
to which the state shall not discriminate against any citi-
zen on the ground of religion only, cannot likewise be
done away with,” the ruling states.

In the 1994 Bommai ruling, that dealt with Centre-
State relations, the SC again upheld secularism as a
basic feature of the Constitution.In another landmark rul-
ing in 1980, Minerva Mills v Union of India, which also
debated more constitutional amendments made during
the Emergency, the Court recognised “socialism” was a
constitutional ideal for the framers. It cited Part IV of the
Constitution, which deals with Directive Principles of State
Policy, a non-enforceable policy outline for the state that
has several socialist ideas.“We resolved to constitute
ourselves into a Socialist State which carried with it the
obligation to secure to our people justice — social, eco-
nomic and political. We, therefore, put part IV into our
Constitution containing directive principles of State policy
which specify the socialistic goal to be achieved,” the
ruling said.In November 2024, a two-judge Bench led by
then Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna dismissed writ
petitions challenging the addition of “secularism” and “so-
cialism” in the Constitution.“The additions to the Preamble
have not restricted or impeded legislation or policies pur-
sued by elected governments

Why US Supreme Court decision makes it easier
for Trump to implement controversial laws

The United States Supreme Court on Friday removed
a significant roadblock to President Donald Trump’s con-
troversial executive order ending birthright citizenship for
immigrants.The Court, in a 6:3 opinion, limited the pow-
ers of federal judges to issue nationwide injunctions. Now
their decisions will apply only to parties in a specific case
they are hearing rather than universally to other similar
cases.The US Supreme Court is yet to rule on the legality
of Trump’s executive order issued on January 20, the
very first day of his second stint as President. However, it
has removed protections granted by federal judges which
have thus far hindered the implementation of the
lawEnding birthright citizenship

A part of his larger anti-immigration policies, one of
Trump’s key poll promises was to end birthright citizen-
ship for immigrants. Essentially, children born in the US
to parents unlawfully present or present on temporary
visas would not automatically be granted
citizenship.Citizenship in the US is defined by the 14th
Amendment to the US Constitution, ratified in 1868. The
provision was introduced to extend citizenship to Black
Americans, who had been excluded till then. It states: “All
persons born or naturalised in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States and of the State wherein they reside.”The 14th
Amendment also bars the state from making any laws
that infringe the rights of any US citizens. These protec-
tions are similar to those in Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution. Trump’s executive order plays on the inter-
pretation of the words “subject to the jurisdiction thereof”
to hold that certain people — undocumented immigrants
or those without legal status — are not covered by the
14th Amendment, and hence not automatically eligible
for birthright citizenship.India has a unitary legal system.
High Courts issue injunctions against the state but are, in
some cases, limited by jurisdiction, while the SC’s orders
have a nationwide impact. That said, universal injunc-
tions against non-state actors are common in certain kinds
of orders, such as content takedown directions or in intel-
lectual property disputes.

In contrast, the US legal system has a complex dual
structure where both federal Courts (established under
Article Il of the US Constitution) and state courts (estab-
lished by each state’s constitution and laws) operate. The
federal courts are a three-tiered system, with 94 federal
District Courts, 13 Courts of Appeals over them, and at
the top, the US Supreme Court.These federal courts are
not limited by state jurisdiction. This is what allowed sev-
eral federal district courts to immediately block the en-
forcement of Trump’s January 20 order.On January 23
itself, a federal district judge in Washington issued a tem-
porary restraining order, followed by a preliminary in-

junction on February 6. And those challenging the law
include state governments — a collective suit by Wash-
ington, Arizona, lllinois, and Oregon got the first injunc-
tion — and advocacy groups. The US government made
an appeal to the Supreme Court against relief granted in
a suit filed by advocacy groups CASA de Maryland and
Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project on behalf of pregnant
women whose children could be denied citizenship.

Universal injunctions by federal courts have dealt a
blow to several of Trump’s policies — from a law requir-
ing voter ID and proof of citizenship at the polls, freezing
of federal funding to the states, to making federal funding
to schools conditional on their removing all diversity and
equity policies.The New York Times quoted a report by
the research arm of the US Congress that currently “more
than two dozen nationwide injunctions” are in place block-
ing Trump’s policies. The White House appealed against
the Maryland injunction, and the Supreme Court, which
now has conservative judges (appointed by Republican
Presidents) in majority, ruled in favour of Trump. The Court
did this by limiting the power of federal judges to issue
universal injunctions.Taking note of the argument that
universal injunction “give[s] the Judiciary a powerful tool
to check the Executive Branch,” Justice Amy Coney
Barrett said in her opinion, which is essentially the major-
ity view in the case, that it is not for district judges to act as
a check against the executive.Even when “a (federal)
court concludes that the Executive Branch has acted un-
lawfully, the answer is not for the court to exceed its
power,” she wrote.
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British Prime Minister Keir Starmer waters

down welfare cuts to

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has sharply scaled
back planned welfare cuts to quell a damaging rebellion
by lawmakers in his governing Labour Party.More than
100 Labour lawmakers had publicly opposed Mr. Starmer's
reforms, which sought to shave 5 billion pounds ($6.9
billion) per year off a rapidly rising welfare bill. They had
argued that the plans failed to provide support for dis-
abled people and those with long-term health conditions.

Faced with the prospect of a defeat in parliament
next week — just a year after he won a landslide majority
in a national election - Starmer's office confirmed that the
cuts would be scaled back."We have listened to MPs (mem-
bers of parliament) who support the principle of reform
but are worried about the pace of change for those al-
ready supported by the system," a spokesperson said.The
reforms are set to be put to a vote in parliament on July
1.In a letter to lawmakers, work and pensions minister Liz
Kendall said only new claimants would be subject to the
planned tightening of eligibility for certain benefits
payments.Existing recipients, some of whom had faced

quell Labour revolt

losing those benefits, would now be unaffected."Our re-
form principles remain; to target funding for those most in
need and make sure the system is sustainable for the
future to support generations to come," Kendall
said.Labour lawmaker Meg Hillier, who chairs an influen-
tial parliamentary committee and had spearheaded the
efforts to water down the bill, welcomed the government's
move as "a good and workable compromise".U-turn

However, opponents slammed the changes as an-
other government U-turn following a reversal in cuts to
winter fuel payments and a decision to hold an inquiry
into grooming gangs.The opposition Conservative Party's
work and pensions policy chief, Helen Whately, said the
decision was humiliating, and represented a missed op-
portunity to cut the welfare bill."Starmer ducked the chal-
lenge - leaving taxpayers to pick up the bill," she said in a
post on X.The government has argued that cutting the
ballooning welfare budget is necessary to shore up the
public finances and get more people into work.The gov-
ernment did not set out the cost of the change in policy.
Care minister Stephen Kinnock said that details would
come in the next budget, which is due in the autumn.Annual
spending on incapacity and disability benefits already
exceeds Britain's defence budget and is set to top 100
billion pounds by 2030, according to official forecasts, up
from 65 billion pounds now.But the plans to cut payments
to some of the most vulnerable in society have proven
particularly painful for lawmakers in the centre-left Labour
Party, which founded the state-run National Health Ser-
vice and traditionally sees itself as the protector of the
country's welfare state built after World War Two.Despite
Starmer's concessions, one Labour lawmaker, Peter
Lamb, said after learning of the changes that he would
vote down the bill "alone" if necessary.

China purges senior military official
Miao Hua from top ruling body

China's top legislature has voted to remove senior
military official Miao Hua from the Central Military Com-
mission, its highest-level military command body, accord-
ing to a statement published on Friday (June 27, 2025) by
state news agency Xinhua.Miao, 69, was put under in-
vestigation for "serious violations of discipline" in Novem-
ber. The former political ideology chief of the People's
Liberation Army was also suspended from his post.The
Xinhua statement did not contain any other details, but
the move marks another stage in President Xi Jinping's
ongoing anti-corruption purge of China's military, in which
over a dozen PLA generals and a handful of defence
industry executives have been implicated.

Miao's photo had been removed from the senior lead-
ership page of the Chinese defence ministry's website in
recent weeks. He was also removed from China's na-
tional legislature for "serious violations of discipline and
law," according to a communique released by the legisla-
ture last month."The Political Work Department of the
Central Military Commission held a military representa-
tive conference on March 14 this year and decided to
remove Miao Hua from his position as a representative of
the 14th National People's Congress," the statement
said.Miao was stationed in the coastal province of Fujian
when Xi worked there as a local official, according to his
official biography. Mr. Xi personally elevated Miao to the
Central Military Commission.Another Central Military
Commission member and China's second-ranking gen-
eral, He Weidong, has not been seen in public since the
March 11 closing ceremony of the annual parliamentary

sessions in Beijing. Since then, he has not appeared at a
series of high-level Politburo and military public
engagements.He is the third-most powerful commander
of the People's Liberation Army and is considered a close
associate of President Xi Jinping, the army's commander-
in-chief.China's defence ministry said in March it was "un-
aware" of reports he had been detained. His photo re-
mains on the defence ministry's website. Two former Chi-
nese Defence Ministers have been removed from the
Communist Party for corruption. One of them, Li Shangfu,
was suspected of corruption in military procurement,
Reuters has reported.Last year, the Defence Ministry de-
nied reports that Defence Minister Dong Jun was being
probed on suspicion of corruption. Dong has continued
to appear at public events, attending the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation defence ministers' meeting in
Qingdao this week.

Brazil’s outspoken First Lady is coming
under fire, but she refuses to stop speaking out

In early May, an air of triumph filled a dinner in
Beijing, where Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
celebrated a diplomatic victory: businessmen travelling
with him said they had secured billions of dollars in in-
vestments as the veteran leader renewed his international
prestige standing alongside his Chinese counterpart, Xi
Jinping.But then Brazilian first lady Rosangela da Silva,
better known as Janja, raised her hand.Although no one
was expected to speak, Ms. da Silva addressed Mr. Xi,
saying that Chinese social media company TikTok posed
a challenge for leftists, claiming its algorithm favors right-
wingers. China's President reportedly answered. The ex-
change was leaked to Brazilian media by the time dessert
was served.Mr. Lula’s government is grappling with un-
popularity that has dented his credentials as the
frontrunner for reelection next year. Some analysts, in-
cluding members of his government, attribute this partly
to his wife’s perceived overstepping in what was once a
ceremonial role.Ms. Janja, a 58-year-old sociologist, has
drawn criticism for insulting tech billionaire Elon Musk,
mocking the suicide of a pro-Jair Bolsonaro supporter
and advising the President on how to use the military
during the Jan. 8, 2023 riots in the capital, Brasilia. Still,
she insists she will speak out whenever it serves the pub-
lic interest.A Datafolha poll released June 12 found that
36% of Brazilians think the first lady’s actions hurt the
government, while 14% say they are helpful. It was the
polister's first measure of the First Lady's approval.The
same poll showed Mr. Lula with a 40% job disapproval
rating, an 8 percentage point increase from October
2024.Brazil’s presidency said in a statement to The Asso-
ciated Press on June 20 that Ms. da Silva adheres to the
Solicitor-General’s office guidelines, adding that she “acts
as a citizen, combining her public visibility with the expe-
rience she has built throughout her professional career in
support of relevant social issues and matters of public
interest.”Under guidelines published by the Solicitor-
General’s office, the President’s spouse primarily fulfills
“a symbolically representative role on behalf of the presi-
dent in a social, cultural, ceremonial, political or diplo-
matic nature." For many of her critics, this does not grant
her the authority to speak as a government
representative.Brazilian media have reported that gov-
ernment Ministers, lawmakers and staunch leftist cam-
paigners are privately raising concerns about the First
Lady being a hindrance more than an asset. These wor-
ries have skyrocketed since the incident in China — even
as Mr. Lula himself has praised his wife for speaking out. |t
looks like Brazil is governed by a couple,” said Beatriz
Rey, a political science postdoctoral and research fellow
at the University of Lisbon. “When (the First Lady) says
there won’t be any protocols to silence her, she disre-
spects our democratic institutions for she has no elected
office, no government position. It is not about being a

woman or a feminist. It is undue interference.”Mr. Lula’s
first wife, Maria de Lourdes, died in 1971. His second,
Marisa Leticia, died in 2017. Mr. Lula, 79, and Ms. Janja
said they met in 2017 and started seeing each other fre-
quently during the leftist leader's 580 days in jail in the
city of Curitiba between 2018 and 2019. They married in
2022.Many supporters of Mr. Lula's Workers' Party partly
attribute the criticism against the First Lady to misinforma-
tion and disinformation. In May, the party launched the “I
am with Janja” social media campaign in her defense.
But the week-long effort garnered less than 100,000 views
and only a few hundred comments.“Ms. Janja is an asset
because she rejuvenates Mr. Lula, everyone in the gov-
ernment understands that, even her critics,” a Brazilian
government source told the AP. “No one wants to alien-
ate her. But many important people in Brasilia, friends
and allies of Mr. Lula, do understand that by overstepping
she brings some of her rejection to the President.”The
source, who spoke under condition of anonymity for lack
of authorization to speak about the matter publicly, often
travels with the President and the first lady.Adriana
Negreiros, a journalist who profiled the First Lady for a
2024 podcast titled “Janja,” said that allies of the Presi-
dent who criticize her do it with extreme caution.”(Ms.
Janja) dances, sings, speaks out, appears at official events
and meetings with heads of state. She insists on being
present and vocal,” Ms. Negreiros said. “There’s a lot of
sexism and misogyny directed at her, no doubt. But not all
criticism is sexist.”"Ms. Da Silva said she doesn't go to
dinners “just to accompany" her husband.”l have com-
mon sense. | consider myself an intelligent person. So |
know very well what my limits are. I'm fully aware of that,"
she told a podcast of daily Folha de S. Paulo.Ms. Da Silva
did, however, express remorse during the same podcast
for the expletive she used against Ms. Musk in 2024, once
a close ally of U.S. President Donald Trump.Many of Mr.
Lula's adversaries say they want the first lady to remain in
the spotlight.“The more she speaks, the more she holds a
microphone, the more she helps the right wing,” said
Nikolas Ferreira,

Telangana’s medical college
expansion: Built to heal, left to rot

On the otherwise quiet stretch of Road Number 4 in
Telangana’s Siddipet district, about 100 kilometres north
of Hyderabad, one building stands out — not for its de-
sign, but for the activity it draws. Rickshaws, hatchbacks,
private cars and ambulances are parked in a haphazard
line along the narrow tar road. With little room for four-
wheelers inside, the road outside becomes a makeshift
parking lot for those visiting the Government General
Hospital, Siddipet.

Step past the entrance and a rectangular lobby opens
up. To the left, a queue snakes around the Outpatient
Registration counter. To the right, rows of plastic chairs
are packed with patients and attendants — women in
saris fanning themselves, elderly men on walking sticks,
young parents cradling toddlers. Though outpatient hours
run from 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m., the hallway is full by 11
a.m.Adding a splash of colour to this scene is a strip of
Cherial painting across the top of the hospital walls —
vivid red panels telling traditional tales, a nod to
Telangana’s folk art legacy. It is an oddly comforting jux-
taposition: cultural flourish amid clinical fatigue.

Down the corridor is the duty doctor’'s room — a mod-
est 15x8 feet, with two foldable metal beds lining oppo-
site walls. What catches the eye isn’t the squeeze, but the
far wall, or the lack of it. In its place is a large corrugated
metal shutter, the kind one would see fronting a kirana
shop. Only two brick pillars frame it; a white ceramic
washbasin clings to one side.Perched on a metal bed is a
young doctor, white coat on, stethoscope around her neck.
She speaks in a calm, practiced voice about juggling medi-
cal education with long government hospital shifts, her
words painting a picture of exhaustion, resilience, and a
system stretched thin.

“Though it is now a teaching hospital, Siddipet still
runs on the infrastructure of its old identity: an area hospi-
tal with 780 beds. There is no space to add more. That is
why a new 1,000-bed hospital was built nearby. But that
is stuck in limbo — political disputes, budget delays, com-
missions. The building is ready, but has not been handed
over,” she says.She gestures towards what lies just five
kilometres away — a gleaming new hospital building in-
augurated with much fanfare by Siddipet MLA and former
Health Minister T. Harish Rao in October 2023. Built adja-
cent to the Government Medical College, the new Gov-
ernment General Hospital is a sprawling, palace-like struc-
ture, strikingly similar to a high-end corporate hospital.
But behind the glossy facade lies silence. One and a half
years since its inauguration, the building remains non-
functional, caught in bureaucratic limbo.When the first
batch of medical students enrolled in 2018, they were
promised an integrated campus: hospital, hostels and
college, all in one place. That vision remains unrealised.
What has arrived instead is a faculty crisis too big to
ignore.“In some departments, there are 12 to 15 post-
graduate students and only three faculty members — one
professor and two assistant professors. So PGs end up
doing everything: teaching, ward rounds, you name it.
Recruitment has not happened. The Directorate of Medi-
cal Education keeps saying notifications will be issued,
but they never do,” the doctor says.She also points to a
persistent safety concern — commuting after night duty.
“The road to the college becomes eerie after dark. It is so
unsafe that we have to ask the boys to escort us. There
have been cases of women doctors being followed. It is
frightening,” she says.

Across Telangana’s 34 government medical col-
leges, the same problems recur. Before 2014, the State
had just five government-run medical colleges. Over the
last decade, the Bharat Rashtra Samithi government
pushed to open one in every district. By 2024, as many as
29 new colleges had come up as part of that ambitious
expansion.“The rapid establishment of so many govern-
ment medical colleges (GMCs) has resulted in impres-
sive buildings that resemble fully functioning medical in-
stitutions. But inside, there are serious gaps — faculty
shortage, insufficient clinical exposure and other systemic
deficiencies,” says a senior official from the State Health
department.A system under strainAt GMC Karimnagar, a
second-year student sums up the classroom situation
bluntly: “There is not enough space to sit. Two batches
share one lecture hall; some of us stand or sit on the floor.
The hostel is no better. It is overcrowded and temporary.
We are still waiting for the promised building.”

Over at GMC-Nalgonda, transportation is the big-
gest hurdle. “The hospital is seven kilometres away, but
there are no dedicated buses. Our principal sent a re-
quest to the Director of Medical Education and even to
our MLA, Komatireddy Venkat Reddy, who is also a min-
ister. He promised two to four buses, but not a single one
has arrived,” a student says.

At GMC-Asifabad, the problems cut deeper. “We
don’t have MBBS-qualified faculty. Our labs don’t func-
tion. We are expected to learn without tools, without guid-
ance,” says a first-year student.Things are no better in
Bhadradri Kothagudem, where a post-graduate student
shares, “Departments like Anatomy and Biochemistry are
run by non-MBBS staff. That is a direct violation of Na-
tional Medical Commission (NMC) norms. We have raised
complaints but nothing has changed.”Most students here
live in rented flats, often cramped and unhygienic.At Rajiv
Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences-Adilabad, the situa-
tion is downright bleak. “We stay in quarter clusters with
no clean water, no streetlights. The mess food is inedible,
the quarters stink, and there is no CCTV cameras or se-
curity. We are working 12-hour shifts and studying through
the night in such conditions,” says a first-year PG student.

At GMC-Narayanpet, the daily commute is a risk in
itself. “We lost our college bus last year. Now we travel
eight kilometres at our own expense. Many of us live in
distant, unsafe hostels. After 7 p.m., the road turns pitch
dark. There is no fencing, no security,” says a junior
doctor.The conditions are equally grim at GMC Jangaon
too. “We girls are put up in an old-age home. The boys
are crammed into tiny rooms. There are no labs, no gym,
no sports, nothing. And we are charged 71,000 a month
for transport,” says a student.The duty doctor room at Gov-

ernment General Hospital, Siddipet, having a large corru-
gated metal shutter in place of a wall.In Maheshwaram,
students attend classes on borrowed premises. “There
are no proper labs. We do physiology practicals in lecture
rooms. The subsidised hostels they promised never came.
We are paying 77,000 a month in rent for rooms infested
with cockroaches and spiders,” a student shares.At GMC-
Kamareddy, the gap between college and hospital — just
3.5 kilometres — is a daily hurdle. “With no transport, we
often miss clinical postings. Some of us even skip meals
just to save time,” a student says.Even at established in-
stitutions like Gandhi Medical College, cracks are show-
ing. “We have only one assistant professor each in Radi-
ology and Microbiology. Everything else is handled by
postgraduates. Forget learning, we are barely surviving,”
says a student. The infrastructure hasn’t kept pace either.
“The elevators are constantly breaking down. There are
water shortages, outdated pipelines and stray dogs keep
biting students. This is not a campus, it is a battlefield.”From
broken hostels and pitch-dark roads to missing faculty
and absent labs, the accounts echo a common story: of
systemic neglect wrapped in glossy expansion.A post-
graduate student from Vikarabad puts it plainly: “We are
the face of public healthcare. But we are studying in the
shadows of unfinished buildings, of missing mentors, of
apathy.”Telangana’s 34 government medical colleges col-
lectively offer 4,140 MBBS seats. The top three — Gandhi,
Osmania, and Kakatiya Medical Colleges — have the
highest intake at 250 seats each. The rest range between
50 and 175. In early June, the National Medical Commis-
sion issued show-cause notices to 26 of them, citing criti-
cal shortfalls in infrastructure, clinical material and fac-
ulty.

A vacancy list accessed by The Hindu, released by
the Directorate of Medical Education in July 2024, lays
bare the extent of the staffing crisis in Telangana’s gov-
ernment medical colleges and teaching hospitals.Of the
3,143 sanctioned Assistant Professor posts, only 1,399
have been filled — leaving 1,736 positions vacant. The
shortage extends to professors as well, a senior doctor
confirms.“These gaps would not exist if the State govern-
ment had a consistent, calendar-based recruitment pro-
cess,” says a doctor working as a contract Assistant Pro-
fessor at a government medical college. “Even under con-
tractual appointments, our salaries have not been paid
this year because the contract itself has not been renewed.
And this isn’t just about Assistant Professors — it affects
faculty across all levels.”

The doctor warns that the system is nearing a break-
ing point: “Morale is low. Many are wondering how long
they can go on without pay or clarity about their future.
Some are seriously considering quitting
altogether.”Another doctor points to repeated delays.
“Regular recruitment was promised last year. But after the
SC sub-division notification came out, everything was put
on hold. Even after receiving Cabinet clearance, officials
keep saying the notification will come ‘next week'. It has
been over two months and nothing has moved.”Fixing the
cracks

Meanwhile, in response to the NMC’s show-cause
notice, the Telangana government has set up 10 Medical
College Monitoring Committees to conduct field inspec-
tions and comprehensive assessments of all 34 GMCs
and their affiliated teaching hospitals across the State.
The move was formalised through a Government Order
issued by Health Secretary Christina Z. Chongthu on June
19.The GO states that the aim is to develop a detailed
action plan to ensure full compliance with NMC standards
by June 2028. The committees are tasked with identifying
on-ground challenges and recommending institution-spe-
cific, sustainable solutions.

Each committee includes officials such as district col-
lectors, medical college principals and hospital superin-
tendents. Their mandate covers a wide spectrum — from
infrastructure and lab facilities to the availability of medi-
cal equipment, hostel conditions and academic spaces.
They will also evaluate the clinical workload, including
functioning of in-patient wards, operating theatres, diag-
nostics and emergency services.Staffing gaps, both teach-
ing and non-teaching, will be mapped and recommenda-
tions made for recruitment through Medical and Health
Services Recruitment Board, Telangana State Public Ser-
vice Commission or local contractual appointments over-
seen by district administrations.

The committees have also been asked to assess
hostel safety, sanitation, food quality and the presence of
support systems like anti-ragging mechanisms, grievance
redressal cells and counselling services. Operational is-
sues such as supply of essential drugs, food provisions,
infection control and utility expenses are also under
review.The functioning of systems such as the electronic
Health Management Information System, biometric and
facial recognition attendance, and CCTV surveillance —
both academic and clinical — will be audited. The com-
mittees are expected to submit detailed field reports by
June 30.Whether these committees will spark lasting re-
form or simply become another bureaucratic ritual remains
to be seen. For now, thousands of young doctors con-
tinue to study, serve and survive in conditions far removed
from the promises once made to them. In Telangana’s
grand medical expansion, it is not the buildings but the
people inside them who are being tested the most.

Telangana to levy 1-2 per cent
C&SS 0N ig services to fund
workers' welfare board

Hyderabad: The State government is proposing a
cess of one to two per cent on bills generated by gig
platforms to mobilise revenue for the Gig Workers Wel-
fare Board.This additional charge, to be borne by con-
sumers, is part of the proposed Gig Workers Act, which is
expected to be introduced shortly. A draft of the Act has
already been prepared, and the Labour Department held
discussions with aggregators and workers in Hyderabad
on Friday.Briefing mediapersons, Labour Minister Vivek
Venkat Swamy said the nominal cess was intended to
generate funds for the board. “One to two per cent cess is
nominal. It should not be a big burden on the consum-
ers,” he said.There are nearly 4.5 lakh gig workers in the
State. The draft Bill has been placed in the public domain
for feedback. So far, 66 suggestions have been received
from aggregators and workers’ unions. This marks the
first step towards introducing the Gig Workers Act. The
initial phase would involve registration of workers, con-
stitution of the board, and related measures, the Minister
added.
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Meet Michael Olise, the introvert conducting
France’s orchestra behind Mbappe

Michael Olise is an introvert. The introversion is of-
ten evident, like in his interview on CBS Sports Golazo —
a show where the panelists tend to be louder than the
football they cover. Among the panelists were Thierry
Henry, under whose coaching Olise had won the silver
medal at the 2024 Olympics. It was the broadcasters’
only trick up the sleeve to unlock an unexplored, extro-
verted version of Olise. They failed — he didn’'t have any.
On offer were only diffident smiles and self-effacing
nonchalance.Only in one place could you see a different
version of Olise. Not the studios, but on grass — his natu-
ral habitat. On Wednesday, he was the standout player in
France’s clockwork orange, when they beat Sweden 3-0.
That is, despite Kylian Mbappe scoring a brace to equal
Lionel Messi’s goal tally.

Michael Olise and Kylian Mbappe celebrating
France's third goal in the World Cup round of 32 match
against Sweden in East Rutherford, N.J., near New York,
Tuesday, June 30, 2026. (AP Photo) Michael Olise and
Kylian Mbappe celebrating France’s third goal in the
World Cup round of 32 match against Sweden in East
Rutherford, N.J., near New York, Tuesday, June 30, 2026.
(AP Photo)Choosing FranceHayes, a working class town
in West London, is known for its long history. Among the
famous names to have called the area home include
writer George Orwell and renaissance-era musician Wil-
liam Byrd. The town is no stranger to football either, hav-
ing produced former England internationals like Glenn
Hoddle and Ray Wilkins. Olise could have been the third
on the list, had he not chosen France instead.In fact, he
was eligible to represent as many as three nations, bar-
ring France. England, by virtue of it being his birthplace;
Algeria, through his French-Algerian mother; and Nige-
ria, through his father. The penchant for blue, however,
was always discernible. “The players | followed when |
was young were French. (Zinedine) Zidane, Thierry

Henry, (Franck) Ribéry. And | always went to France when
| was young. It felt more natural,” Olise had said in an
interview with Highsnobiety.

He went through several academies across En-
gland, including those of Arsenal, Chelsea and Manches-
ter City, before finally making his senior debut with En-
glish second-tier side Reading. After three seasons in
the Championship, Olise took the leap to the Premier
League when Crystal Palace came calling. The Eagles
did not have a creator more aesthetic than him at the
time, but Olise would have to wait for his national team
debut.Positional switch

Michael Olise attempts an overhead kick during the
World Cup round of 32 match in East Rutherford, N.J.,
near New York, Tuesday, June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Petr
David Josek) Michael Olise attempts an overhead kick
during the World Cup round of 32 match in East Ruther-
ford, N.J., near New York, Tuesday, June 30, 2026. David
Josek)The stocks soared when he left England for the
German giants, Bayern Munich. The Les Bleus debut
eventually arrived in 2024, and it did not take him long to
establish stature as one of France’s crucial attacking ar-
chitects. Seven goals in 17 appearances coming into the
World Cup. Expectedly, hopes were high. But after 45
minutes of anonymity in the campaign opener against
Senegal, scepticism intensified. Is Olise fit for purpose for
the big stages? The answer came in the second half,
when coach Didier Deschamps asked him to play as a
number 10 instead of on the flanks.Deschamps stuck with
the same setup since then, and he has his reasons for
the same. France scored seven goals in their next two
matches in the group stage and three more against Swe-
den in the Round of 32. Olise has been the provider for
five of those. Growing up in England has meant that Olise’s
French is not very articulate, but he speaks the language
of football. That, evidently, is enough to form a formidable
partnership with Mbappe. 2.7% of the total passes that
France made at the New York New Jersey Stadium were
from Olise to Mbappe. Overall, no one attempted as many
passes as Olise’s 70.The goals column is yet to feature
his name, although he nearly broke the duck in the most
spectacular fashion. In the 34th minute of the round of 32
tie, he attempted an audacious sideways bicycle kick.
Jacob Widell Zetterstrom was well beaten, but the post
came to Sweden’s rescue.‘lt was a fantastic bit of skill.
Unfortunately it didn’t go in, but people come to the sta-
dium to see that kind of thing,” Mbappe said after the
match. Before that, former France midfielder Patrick Viera
had told L’Equipe that Olise could be a “future Ballon
d’Or winner.”

Pathan points out a technical flaw in
Samson’s batting: ‘Take the ball away...’

Sanju Samson has had a fruitful T20 World Cup
2026 and Indian Premier League seasons for the Chennai
Super Kings, but his form in Indian colours has been
poor after that, with three low scores in a row. Former
Indian cricketer Irfan Pathan pointed out a technical flaw
in Samson’s game, saying that if the ball is bowled out-
side the off-stump, there is a chance of dismissing the
Kerala batter.“You want to take the ball away from Sanju
Samson. Even if you don’t take the ball away, you want to
keep the line outside the off-stump because his bat face
remains closed. When his bat face is closed and he tries
to play on the off-side, the bat face opens up at times,”
Pathan said on Jiohotstar.

In the first T20I against Ireland, Samson tried to drive
the ball on the up through the covers and inside-edged it
onto the stumps; in the second game, he was beaten by
a delivery that came back. In the first game against En-
gland, a similar pattern was seen again when he flapped
his bat at a delivery outside the off-stump and was caught
inside the ring by the third man.“That’s why we have seen
him getting out in the slips, caught behind, and behind
square many times. The thought process was to get him
out with that plan. The field was changed, the bowler
bowled that line, a slightly shorter length was bowled,
where the ball was stopping a little, and Sanju got out
there,” Pathan elaboratedAnother former cricketer, Saba

Karim, also chimed in, saying Samson tends to go through
streaks of low and high scores.“He got out to the seventh
ball. On the six balls he had played before this, it seemed
like either a big shot or a wicket was loading, and such
phases come in Sanju’s career. If his wicket falls, it falls in
the first 10 balls. If he comes out from that, he plays a very
big knock. The length they bowled kept Sanju in check.
He didn’t get the elevation or room to play shots,” the
former India wicketkeeper-batter said.“His go-to shot
against seam bowlers is to hit over the infield. The En-
gland pace bowlers prevented that, and that’s why a little
pressure was mounting on Sanju. This situation has come
in Sanju Samson’s career many times. However, | expect
that he will come out of here and play a big knock for
sure,” he added.

Tuchel’s England end a 60-year World Cup
curse by beating Congo from behind

Inquisitive lenses, with apertures and ISOs tuned to
perfection, could have chosen to capture the generational
Harry Kane when the Dallas Stadium’s speakers blasted
‘God Save the King,” ahead of England’s 2026 FIFA World
Cup opener against Croatia. Or Jude Bellingham. Maybe,
even a Declan Rice. Yet, almost every camera swivelled
in one direction — towards him. Thomas Tuchel. The
outcome of the match mattered. Whether England’s Ger-
man manager would sing the national anthem mattered
more.

And yet, it is never about him. He could have made
it so, with a performative speech after England’s 2-1 win
over DR Congo in the round of 32. He could have joined
England’s players in their customary rendition of Oasis’
Wonderwall. Echoing the Gallaghers would not elicit the
same questions as humming a pro-Empire tune. He didn’t.
Tuchel is a master of deflection.At the post-match press
conference, he was informed that the occasion marked
England’s first World Cup victory by overturning a deficit
in six decades. Poetic as it may be, the previous instance
was the 1966 final, against West Germany — the place
Tuchel calls home. Tuchel attributed the triumph to ev-
erything under the sun, but him. His team’s determina-
tion, the players’ commitment, Harry Kane’s finishing, and
even his assistant Anthony Barry’s tactical acumen. He is
a self-proclaimed introvert, and it was reflected in the
room.But not on the touchline. When referee Adham
Makhadmeh blew his whistle for the second hydration
break, Tuchel's arms flailed and instructions flew as play-
ers gathered round him. England had barely 25 minutes
to rescue their World Cup. And rescue, they did.The turn-
around began with tactics. Congo had severed all cen-
tral passing lines for England by gaining numerical su-
premacy in midfield. Ngal'ayel Mukau was handed a start
with a specific purpose — to suffocate channels. After the
match, coach Sebastien Desabre revealed the plan was
designed to neutralise the conductor of Tuchel’s orches-
tra. Not Kane. Not Bellingham. Elliot Anderson.

No England player had attempted more line breaks

in this World Cup than Anderson. He was the origin of the
attacks. With Anderson crowded out, England were
funnelled wide, repeatedly relying on crosses. Especially
from the right, with Congo’s left-back being a 32-year-old
Arthur Masuaku, who had seen better days in this
sport.The change in plans necessitated a change in per-
sonnel. Djed Spence, who started in the right-back role in
Reece James’ absence, had only attempted two crosses
in his 122 World Cup minutes. Declan Rice, meanwhile,
had already delivered 20 — almost twice as many as any
other England player. Rice shifted to right-back, and
Spence departed for Eberechi Eze.

One swift move created two advantages. Being
Arsenal’s corner specialist, Rice’s deliveries immediately
offered greater quality, while Tuchel also assembled a
triangle built on familiarity. Eze, Rice and Bukayo Saka all
play for the same club. The familiarity earned England a
prized equalizer: Saka to Eze, Eze to Rice, Rice’s cross
finding Anthony Gordon before the ball eventually reached
Kane.

When asked about why Rice was shifted to the right,
Tuchel said: “To have his quality from the side, and get
more difficult crosses in there. That makes it more difficult
to defend. We had more connection on the right. That
opened up (the game).”

How Folarin Balogun’s celebration got
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Balogun’s dramatic Round of 32 game — bookended
by a goal ruled offside and a red card — also had USA’s
first goal by him in the 45th minute. It was a direct foray
from the centreline of the pitch, orchestrated by Malik
Tillman, son of a deceased US serviceman. Balogun’s
assured finish, flaking off three Bosnia Herzegovina de-
fenders, was special not only for putting the Americans
ahead but also because he had an earlier netted goal
from a solo run, ruled offside.But right after he eventually
scored, appreciation came from high places — from 204
cms (6-ft-9) to be precise. LeBron James was quick to
take to X, responding to a post from Fox that urged:The
tweet-speak needed some deciphering. “Let’s freaking
go.” Six exclamations. The ‘Silencer’ has ‘landed’ at the
World Cup. Young King.Hitting a Silencer has been a
James thing for a decade in the NBA. It involved Balogun

d by OG LeBron James

walking towards the camera, beating his palms down,
stomping three steps. The Silencer indicates that critics
and noise-making opponents, stop speaking words.

The Silencer has an official GIF too, and is one of
NBA’s iconic celebrations.That, the celly has been
Balogun’s go-to is a dedication to American glamour
sport’s biggest contemporary names. King James hitting
the Silencer in his iconic purple, has influenced and in-
spired generations of American athletes, an Balogun
linked up the dots, even as James welcomed the young
and Black King.It also set off speculation on whether
James, looking for a team, would land up at Bay Area —
San Francisco, which would be Golden State Warriors.
Though, the spontaneous Twitter post seemed to just
mean how Americans, ordinary and famous, were all
tuned into the big game, that Mauriciano Pocchetino la-
belled a “World Cup final for us.”Earlier, Balogun had a
goal denied when he was found marginally ahead of a
Bosnia Herzegovina defender. The USA which has been
scoring within first 20 minutes in each of their games,
were not to be denied though, as Balogun was beauti-
fully set up by Tillman playing direct, vertical
football. Tillman, born in Nuremberg, Germany to a Ger-
man mother Anja who raised Malik and older brother
Timothy, and a US Serviceman, Sheldon, who passed
away last year — scored a goal of his own. The Bayer
Leverkusen midfielder is the creative lynchpin of the
USMNT, and lit up the group stages and the first Knock-
out with his goal in the 82nd.

How two teammates fought on pitch,
then saved Belgium’s World Cup
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Not the controversial penalty in the 120+4th minute.
Not even the winning goal that sent Belgium into the World
Cup last 16. It is Youri Tielemans embracing Leandro
Trossard after heading in the equaliser in the 89th minute,
moments after the pair had spent much of the second half
arguing over a cross.Belgium were staring at elimination.
Senegal led 2-0, having struck through Habib Diarra in
the first half and Ismaila Sarr either side of it. The Golden
Generation’s final World Cup challenge appeared to be
ending in Seattle.Earlier in the second half, Tielemans
had chosen to whip an early delivery into the box towards
Romelu Lukaku instead of recycling possession through
midfield. Trossard was furious at what he saw as the wrong
decision. By the cooling break, the disagreement had es-
calated into a heated confrontation that teammates, in-
cluding Lukaku, had to separate.

At that point, Belgium seemed to be falling apart in
yet another World Cup. But Lukaku gave them hope in
the 86th minute with a close-range finish, as late as Bel-
gium had ever trailed by two goals and survived at a World
Cup. Then, three minutes later, Trossard drifted down the
left and delivered the cross. Tielemans arrived late, as he
has done throughout his career, and powered the header
beyond the goalkeeper.Belgium's Youri Tielemans (8)
celebrates after scoring the penalty. (AP Photo/Manu
Fernandez) Belgium’s Youri Tielemans (8) celebrates after
scoring the penalty.

Extra time brought one final twist. Deep into the ad-

ditional period, Tielemans burst into the area and went
down under a challenge from Lamine Camara. Senegal

protested furiously as the referee consulted VAR. After a
lengthy review, the spot-kick was awarded.At 120+4 min-
utes, with the match balanced on a knife-edge, Tielemans
calmly slotted the penalty into the corner to complete one
of the World Cup’s most dramatic comebacks.It was a
quintessential Tielemans performance: understated, in-
telligent and decisive. That has been the story of his ca-
reer.

When Belgium’s celebrated Golden Generation
emerged, the spotlight inevitably fell on Eden Hazard’s
genius, Kevin De Bruyne’s vision, Thibaut Courtois’ bril-
liance and Lukaku’s goals. Tielemans, despite being
hailed as a prodigy from the age of 16, often felt like the
forgotten member of that remarkable group.Now 29, he
represents the bridge between Belgium’s fading golden
generation and the team trying to build its next chapter.
He debuted for Anderlecht as a teenager, became one of
the youngest players ever to play in the Champions
League and carried expectations that have crushed many
gifted youngsters. Yet, unlike so many wonderkids, he
simply kept evolving.

His journey has not been linear. Monaco threatened
to become a dead end before Leicester City revived his
career. His thunderbolt in the 2021 FA Cup final secured
the club’s first major trophy, only for relegation to follow
two years later. Again, Tielemans adapted.At Aston Villa,
Unai Emery has transformed him from an attack-minded
No.10 into one of Europe’s most complete midfield con-
ductors. He presses, dictates tempo, controls transitions
and still possesses the knack of arriving in the right place
at the right time.That professionalism has long defined
him. Away from the pitch, Tielemans has never cultivated
celebrity. He is known instead for meticulous preparation,
studying opponents, obsessing over recovery and em-
bracing the less glamorous aspects of elite football. Which
is why Tuesday night’s comeback felt so fitting. The
midfielder who spent an hour arguing about the value of a
cross ultimately scored from one.For a footballer who has
spent much of his career quietly proving people wrong,
the sequence from 86 minutes to 120+4 was another re-
minder that his greatest quality has never been spectacu-
lar passing or thunderous shooting. It is his remarkable
ability to turn difficult moments into defining ones.

Mexican wonderkid Gilberto Mora’s
World Cup began with his father’s free kick

Twenty-three years ago, on the last matchday of a
relegation battle in Chiapas, a journeyman midfielder
named Gilberto Mora Olayo did something that had noth-
ing to do with talent and everything to do with will.
Jaguares needed a win over Tecos to survive in Mexico's
top flight. A free kick came up, and the regular taker, a
man they called Tiba, had already put one off the cross-
bar. Mora walked over anyway, argued with him over it,
and struck it into the top corner. Jaguares stayed up 1-0,
the single thing anyone in Chiapas football remembers
him for.

The boy grew up on a dirt pitch called Salvador Ca-
banas, joining the Jaguares youth school at four with his
father as one of its coaches. The family moved north when
he was seven, to the dry fields of Tijuana’s Otay district,
hard against the border fence, but the arrangement stayed
the same: a father who had made one perfect decision,
coaching a son who kept doing the impossible on sched-
ule. Antonio Rodriguez, now Tijuana’s goalkeeper and
captain, remembers a training drill where the ball arrived
at a boy he didn’t recognise: one touch, a turn, the de-
fender gone. “Me dejé en shock” [“It left me in shock”], he
said.

Youngest to debut for Club Tijuana, at fifteen, then
the youngest goalscorer in Liga MX history twelve days
later. Youngest to debut for Mexico’s senior team, at six-
teen. Youngest player of any nationality to win a senior
international trophy at the 2025 Gold Cup, ahead of Yamal
and Pele. This June, the youngest player to appear for
Mexico at a World Cup broke a record that had stood
since 1930. He is known, almost universally in the Mexi-
can press, as Morita.

The records are the least interesting thing about him.
Santiago Gimenez, Mexico’s senior striker, described a
team bus during last year's Gold Cup: everyone on their
phones, and then Mora, reading a book. “That’'s when |
thought, this guy is different,” Gimenez said on Instagram.
Days before the World Cup, a reporter asked him, half-
joking, how he’d celebrate if Mexico won it all. “Yeah, an
ice cream,” he said. “Vanilla.” He is seventeen, still study-
ing for university entrance while Europe’s biggest clubs
price what he might be worth in three years.

Juan Carlos Osorio, the coach who gave him his
senior debut at fifteen after watching him once in a scrim-

mage, later explained his thinking on a Mexican talk show,
Jorge Ramos y su banda: the average player completes
roughly seven hundred body turns a match at the highest
level, and what he saw in Mora reminded him of Andrés
Iniesta, the turn and release as one motion. Rodriguez
put it differently to FIFA.com: “He hasn’t gotten dizzy, hasn’t
been distracted by what’s said about him. He hasn’t fallen
into that wave of applause. He’s still the same.”Mexico's
Gilberto Mora (19) runs with the ball during the World Cup
Group A soccer match between Czechia and Mexico in
Mexico City, Wednesday, June 24, 2026. (AP Photo/
Natacha Pisarenko ) Mexico’s Gilberto Mora (19) runs
with the ball during the World Cup Group A soccer match
between Czechia and Mexico in Mexico City, Wednes-
day, June 24, 2026. (

At this World Cup, Mora played a brief cameo against
South Africa, then nothing against South Korea. Mexico
had already won the group, but Aguirre started him any-
way against Czechia. Mora was slow for a half, then
wasn’t: a shimmy that opened a chance somebody else
missed, then the pass that split Czechia’s defence for
Mexico’s second. He left the pitch late to a standing ova-
tion, in the same match that brought on Guillermo Ochoa,
forty years old and at his sixth World Cup, for a farewell
cameo of his own. Neither man mentioned the other. The
stadium did the connecting for them.Four days later,
against Ecuador in the Round of 32, Aguirre started him
again. Mexico won 2-0. Mora became the second-young-
est player in World Cup history to start a knockout match,
behind Pele.

There is one part of this story that Mexican football
would rather not look at too closely. Asked last year
whether he felt more tijuanense (a Tijuana native) or
chiapaneco (a Chiapas native), Mora didn’t hesitate: “Mas
tijuanense ya” [“More Tijuana than anything, by now”], ten
years into living there by then. It was a small sentence,
and it cost him something at home. Chiapas social media
called it a betrayal, an idol falling; some felt written out of
his story in five words. He later said he was proud of
Chiapas too, which read like an apology to some. One
columnist named the uncomfortable part outright: Mexico
claims Chiapas once a Chiapaneco succeeds elsewhere,
and is considerably less interested in why its most gifted
children keep having to leave to do it.
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Salman Khan is angry, and showing it through late-
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Salman Khan has always had a very specific rela-
tionship with social media — not a polished one or a stra-
tegic one. It's just a very, very him one.Go back to his old
tweets, the ones that keep resurfacing every few months,
and you’ll understand immediately what | mean — short
sentences, random capitalisation and thoughts that feel
like they were typed mid-walk and posted before a sec-
ond reading. Spelling that a PR team would have night-
mares about. And yet, screenshots of those tweets were
taken, and are shared and quoted years later, not be-
cause they were crafted well, but because they felt like an
actual person wrote them. Which, on the internet, is rarer
than it sounds.

In an era where every Bollywood superstar’s
Instagram looks like a meticulously curated luxury maga-
zine, Salman Khan is out here posting like your dad just
discovered the internet. And we mean that as a
compliment.When Salman Khan started showing up on
Instagram more regularly this May people noticed. And
then Tuesday night, things got serious.Salman had gone
to see someone at a hospital. The paparazzi followed
him. When he came out, they were shouting the name of
his upcoming film. He confronted them on the spot, visibly
angry, asking them how they would feel if a member of
their own family were in the hospital.He was right to be
angry. The media’s behaviour was indefensible. You don’t
chase a film promotion angle outside a hospital. That is a
very basic line, and it was crossed.But what happened
after is where it gets interesting. A media-trained star would
have had their PR team put out a polished statement on a
grey background. Not Salman. He went home, posted
smiling selfies, and alongside them fired off captions that
reads exactly like an enraged father who has just come
inside after a neighbourhood dispute. The reminder that
he is 60 years old but hasn’t forgotten how to fight is the
ultimate “Maine duniye dekhi hai” fatherly warning.

This is not a one-off. The hospital post was just the
most visible moment of something that had been happen-
ing all along.A few days earlier, he had put up a shirtless
photo, very standard Salman Khan content, with a cap-
tion that read: “By | me myself, 2 ways to be by yr self,
Alone and Lonely, Alone is by choice n lonely when no-
body wants to be with u..... Ab iske aage you Figure out
what you need to do.”No setup. No context. Just a thought,

nights posts: No strategy, no filter, no apologies

dropped on 72 million followers.The internet immediately
decided something was terribly wrong. Fans were wor-
ried and tabloids ran it as a crisis.

So he came back and clarified. In the most Salman
Khan way possible. “Arre yaar, mai apne bare mai nahi
baat kar raha tha. How can | be alone when | have such a
large amazing family and friends? | would be the biggest
na shukra ever.” Then he explained that he sometimes
just needs to be by himself because — and this is the line
— “Kabhi kabhi logon ke saath reh kar pak jaata hun.
Buss.”He also noted that his photo had been turned into
breaking news, and that his mummy was now asking,
“Kya hua beta?” He told the internet: ‘Chill maro yaar.His
mother had to call and he had to explain. He told 72 mil-
lion people to chill. This is, beat for beat, a family WhatsApp
situation.Here is what makes Salman Khan’s social me-
dia genuinely different from almost every other celebrity
of his stature.There is no layer between the thought and
the post. Most stars at his level have teams, people who
review captions, approve images, make sure nothing can
be misread or turned into a headline. The whole machin-
ery exists to keep things controlled. Salman’s posts feel
like none of that happened. The capitalisation is inconsis-
tent. The sentences run on. The photos are sometimes
slightly blurry, sometimes just him at the farm. There is no
caption strategy whatsoever.

This is, in the most affectionate reading, exactly how
our parents use social media. They post a photo the mo-
ment they take it — no retakes, no golden hour, no editing
the brightness. The caption is whatever they were think-
ing at that exact moment, typed quickly, punctuated
loosely. They share things because they felt like sharing.
No agenda, no performance. Completely, almost disarm-
ingly, innocent.That is Salman Khan on Instagram.He
shares motivational thoughts that read like something your
father would forward on the family group, except your fa-
ther forwarded it from somewhere and Salman is just say-
ing it directly because he thought of it. He goes quiet for
weeks and then suddenly appears three times in a day
because something is on his mind.There is also some-
thing genuinely innocent about the way he seems to have
no concern, about how a post might land before he posts
it. A media-trained person would have thought about the
ten ways the “alone and lonely” caption could be inter-
preted. Salman just wrote the thought — the way you share
something with a person sitting next to you. The fact that
72 million people were sitting next to him apparently did
not change the calculation at all. That complete lack of
second-guessing, is what makes it so recognisable. Our
parents post the same way. With full trust that the people
who see it will understand what they meant. With the
simple assumption that social media is just a place where
you share things that are on your mind.Most celebrities
stopped believing that the moment they got famous. Bhai,
somehow, never got the memo.In a feed full of perfect
lighting and carefully worded statements, his posts land
differently. You stop scrolling. You read it. Sometimes
twice as you are not entirely sure what just happened.
Because in a world of performed authenticity, the real
thing, messy spelling, run-on captions

Why the Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai
trailer launch was abruptly called off
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The teaser of Varun Dhawan, Mrunal Thakur, and
Pooja Hegde starrer Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai gen-
erated significant buzz on social media. Riding on the
response, the makers had planned a grand trailer launch
on Thursday. However, the event was abruptly called off
after fans and members of the media had already arrived
at the venue.

What actually happened at Hai Jawani Toh Ishq

Divyaa Agarwal reacts after clothing

Hona Hai trailer launch?

Even as the red carpet was laid out and fans queued
up outside PVR ICON in Andheri, the trailer launch event
was called off at the last minute. Producer Ramesh Taurani
arrived at the venue and informed attendees that the trailer
could not be screened due to a “technical glitch.” He added
that the media and fans would be invited again for a spe-
cial screening in the next two to three days.The sudden
cancellation left both fans and the media disappointed as
they exited the venue.A few days ago, Hai Jawani Toh
Ishqg Hona Hai was reportedly caught in a legal dispute
with Pooja Entertainment over the use of a remixed ver-
sion of “Chunari Chunari” from Biwi No.1. Amid growing
speculation, music and film production company Tips In-
dustries issued a public notice that stated: “Tips Music
Limited (Tips) has become aware of a suit filed by Puja
Entertainment (India) Ltd. (PEIL) before the Civil Judge
(Senior Division), Katihar, Bihar.While formal copies of
the order are awaited, Tips clarifies that it is the lawful
owner of the music rights in question, supported by valid
and binding agreements between the parties. Tips has
openly and legitimately exploited these rights for nearly
three decades in full compliance with applicable laws.

‘I wanted to escape personal life’: Zeenat Aman
relives ‘cracks in marriage’ with Mazhar Khan
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Veteran star Zeenat Aman often shares interesting
anecdotes about her past films on social media. This time,
the actor opened up about her second marriage struggles
with late actor-director Mazhar Khan. She recalled hav-
ing cracks in her relationship during the shoot of her 1985
film Gawaahi. Zeenat also reflected on how she wanted
to escape her personal life, to become more than just a
‘mother’ or ‘wife’.

Taking to her Instagram handle, she posted a BTS
video from the shoot of Anant Bilani’s Gawaahi in 1998.
Along with the clip, the actor wrote in the caption, “How
many comebacks can a gal have? When it comes to me,
apparently the answer is unlimited! Gawaahi was shot in
1988, two years after the birth of my first son Azaan and
just before the conception of my second born Zahaan. At
this point in my life, the rosy picture of domestic bliss that
| had conjured up while at the peak of my career was
beginning to fade. Marriage and motherhood had both
arrived, but the former was starting to show cracks. | was
back living with my own mother (with little Azaan in tow) in
her flat in south Bombay when an unexpected script ar-
rived at my doorstep. It was a low budget courtroom drama
based on Ayn Rand’s play The Night of January 16th, and
it was terrifically pitched to me by producer Vivek Vaswani
and debut director Anant Balani.”

While facing difficulties in her marriage, Zeenat
moved to her mother's house in South Bombay for sup-
port. “Having once wanted to escape my professional life,
| now wanted to escape my personal life and remember

my identity as something outside of daughter, mother and
wifel My amazing Amma stepped in to help out with Azaan
and that allowed me to accept the role of murder-accused
Janhvi Kaul in Gawaahi. We shot entirely in Mumbai, and
the cast included the highly decorated Shekhar Kapur
and the talented Ashutosh Gowarikar. | rewatched the
film last night, and was reminded that it's quite a bold and
unconventional whodunnit! Kaul is the “other woman” and
secretary to business tycoon Ranjeet Chaudhary, whose
mysterious death is the pivot on which the plot turns. If
slow burn legal dramas, with a dose of passion and per-
haps a plot twist are your thing, this one may be worth a
watch,” she wrote.Concluding the caption by calling her-
self the ‘comeback queen’, she shared, “This interview
clip is from the film set of Gawaahi, and for me personally
it is madly nostalgia-provoking. The role marked my re-
turn to films after giving birth, and so of course it was also
hailed as a comeback. One of many I've apparently had
since! | guess you can call me a comeback queen.”Zeenat
Aman’s marriage with Mazhar Khan

During an old interview with Simi Garewal once,
Zeenat Aman had opened up about the challenges in her
marriage to Mazhar Khan. “What had happened with
Mazhar is that he had stopped helping himself... What-
ever he was doing, he was inflicting further damage on
himself, and | couldn’t stay there and watch him do that,”
she recalled.The actor added, “What really happened is
that he became addicted to prescription drugs, painkill-
ers. He was at a point taking seven a day and the doctor
had said that there was a good possibility that his kidneys
would pack up. The children would request him, | would
request him, we would tell him don’t do it but he didn’'t.”She
revealed that their was a lasting impact of their separation
on her. “Eventually, his kidneys did pack up, and this was
after | had opted out. It took me a very long time to do that
because when | left, | still cared. | had fought so many of
his battles so hard for him. It was very difficult for me to
leave, even though it was a question of self-
preservation.”Zeenat also revealed that after she stepped
out of their marriage, she was punished by Khan’s sister
and mother. “Every penny he possibly had has been taken
by his mother and sister. There is nothing. They wanted to
punish me for leaving Mazhar and didn’t even allow me to
pay my last respects to him,” said Zeenat.For the unknown,
Zeenat Aman got married to actor Sanjay Khan in 1978,
but their marriage was annulled in 1979. She then tied
the knot with actor-director Mazhar Khan in 1985

Kangana Ranaut endorses Anandiben Patel’s
remarks: ‘A mother should learn how to cook’

Kangana Ranaut on Sunday endorsed a contentious
post on X, which contained a video of Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernor Anandiben Patel saying in a speech that a mother
should first learn how to cook for her family, irrespective of
the profession she belongs to. The actor and Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) member added that it's a woman’s
“duty to nurture humanity”.In her controversial tweet on
Sunday, Kangana wrote, “When we were small, my
brother played football and cricket, but | carefully built doll
houses, stitched their clothes, and cooked their food, much
to everyone’s amusement in the house. | made small
chulhas (stoves) and pretended to be doll mom,” recalled
Kangana, implying that she, being a girl, always harboured
that nurturing quality within herself since a very young
age, as opposed to her brother, who kept himself engaged
in outdoor sports.

“It is not something that we need to learn. God has
bestowed up on us the duty of nurturing humanity, it is our
true nature, that's why women are called Devi, Shakti,
Annapurna, Mata, and many more such forms, but be-
yond all that, it is such a joy to love, to feed, to dance and
to nurture (red heart emoji),” added Kangana, underlin-
ing the stereotypical gender roles prescribed to women
for centuries.Kangana’s response to Anandiben’s speech

Kangana was responding to a viral video clip of Patel,
where the UP governor is addressing a crowd in Kanpur.
“Women today should learn how to cook for their families,
whether you become a teacher or an IAS officer. You
should first become an expert mother,” said the politician,
much to the applause of the audience listening to
her.“What is a mother’s duty? To train her daughter in
every way. She should not face any difficulties at her in-
laws’. And if she does, she should deal with them on her
own merit. We need to give that strength to her daugh-
ters,” added Patel. She also quoted recent “unfathom-

able” instances of women even killing their prospective
husbands to avoid getting married as per their parents’
wishes. When we were small my brother played football
and cricket but | carefully build doll houses , stitched their
clothes and cooked their food , much to everyone’s amuse-
ment in the house | made small chulahs and pretended to
be doll mom.Patel might be referring to the incident in
Pune last month, when Siya Goyal allegedly killed her
fiancé Ketan Agarwal along with her boyfriend Chetan
Chaudhary. Kangana endorsed Patel’s rather contentious
remarks as not only a fellow BJP member, but also a
woman. Kangana is currently serving as a Member of
Parliament from Mandi, Himachal Pradesh since winning
the Lok Sabha Elections in 2014.Last month, Kangana
also weighed in on the Ketan Agarwal murder as more
details of the case surfaced. “Passion without a goal or a
purpose will find many such random self-destructive ex-
pressions. That's why obsession is important, but with
your career or some skill. To the young and the restless, |
want to say: channelize your energies into a constructive
path, think with an open mind, but live a conservative life;
at way, you can id jail, boredom, negativity, depres-

ramn

accuses her of misconduct: ‘Stance was changed later’

Reality show star Divyaa Agarwal has been mired in
controversies ever since The 50. A few months ago, she
made headlines over her remarks against Prince Narula.
Now, Divyaa has landed in another controversy after a
clothing brand accused her of failing to return an outfit
sourced for The 50. On Wednesday, the brand shared
allegations of misconduct by Divyaa’s team on social
media.A clothing brand called Midweek alleged on
Instagram that Divya Agarwal’s stylist Ipsa Arora had
sourced two outfits from them, but only one was returned.
The Instagram post read, “Two outfits sourced from us,
after four months of follow-ups, excuses, lies, and solu-

tions, one oulffit lost and one used and returned. Rs 7500
in loss. Small brands are expected to stay silent, but we
chose not to. Behind every sourced outfit is a small busi-
ness trying to survive. What may be just clothes for celeb-
rities and large teams is inventory, money, and months of
effort for independent brands.”

The post further read, “When bigger people in the
industry casually lose pieces, ignore agreements, or refuse
accountability, it doesn’t just hurt a business financially, it
tells small brands, ‘your work doesn’t matter enough’. Too
many small businesses stay silent because we are afraid
of being labelled difficult for simply asking for basic pro-
fessionalism and respect. To every small business,
women-led label, artist, stylist, or founder who has been
dismissed, ignored, underpaid, or taken for granted, you
are not alone.”In the caption, the brand tagged Divyaa
Agarwal and wrote, “We value everybody’s time and work.
But when situations like this happen, it raises serious ques-
tions about the system we are working with. This is not
just about our brand — it’s about the people who put their
hard work, effort, and trust into building it. So @ssk.bils,
offering us another reshoot as a solution only puts us
back into the same exhausting loop again. And as the
manager of influencer @divyaagarwal_official, it should
absolutely be your responsibility to ensure that the brands
you source from, or the people you hire to handle these
collaborations, are delivering things correctly and profes-

sionally from the start.”Divyaa Agarwal reacts to the
accusationsSCREEN reached out to Divyaa Agarwal for
a comment on the matter. She said, “I have been reading
this, but | have no idea because | was on the show, The
50. My stylist and manager were talking, and there is some
confusion. | have had no personal chats or talks. | have
been seeing that they have been sharing the post every-
where, so | chose to ignore it and stay quiet. | have no
idea what promises were made or what things were
done.”Divyaa also issued a statement which read, “l was
honestly not planning to address this matter publicly, but
since the discussion and the ruckus around it has esca-
lated and reached my team, my close associates, and
people who genuinely support me, | felt it was important
to clarify a few things from my side. Over the years, | have
always supported and celebrated homegrown brands and
designers. Throughout my journey including my recent
stint on The 50 alongside many other projects and ap-
pearances, | have consciously made efforts to credit, pro-
mote, and encourage brands that collaborate with me.
Anyone who has worked with me and my team knows the
amount of respect and visibility we try to offer to upcoming
labels and creative talent. With a show involving nearly
50 contestants, multiple fittings, back-and-forth logistics,
and constant movement of outfits and styling pieces, there
is always a possibility of an unfortunate one-off misplace-
ment. In this particular situation, when my team realised
that a piece associated with the brand could not be lo-

cated immediately, we still made every effort to ensure
the brand received the visibility and credit they were ask-
ing for. In fact, as discussed in the chats, another outfit
was to be arranged and a separate shoot was to be
aligned purely so the brand could get the due credit and
exposure they had requested. Additionally, the particular
outfit being referred to was visible only as a part of the
promo shoot and could not eventually be accommodated
into a reel, frame footage, or final content integration. In
reality shows with multiple contestants and extensive styl-
ing changes, it is extremely common that not every look
gets featured in the final edit. That is precisely why my
team proactively reached out to the brand again and re-
quested another outfit so we could specially shoot and
ensure they received the due credits and visibility they
were seeking.”

The statement further read, “What is disappointing is
that even after multiple conversations and confirmations,
the stance was changed later. The chats being circulated
by the brand themselves clearly reflect that the concern
initially raised was about credits and visibility; something
my team was actively working towards resolving with com-
plete sincerity. Had this truly been about money from the
very beginning, the conversation would have been differ-
ent from day one. Despite the matter not directly requiring
so much involvement from our end, my team still contin-
ued to coordinate in good faith because we value rela-
tionships and respect creative work.
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